SET TO SAIL: There were ripples of excitement in Simon’s Town yesterday as eight maritime students — six of them black teenagers from up-country —
prepared to sail their first race in the Fish Hoek Galley regatta on South Africa’s most famous racing yacht, the 29-year-old Voortrekker. Five weeks ago
none of them had ever sailed. PICTURE: BENNY GOOL
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Black teens race
Voortrekker
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SIX black teenagers sailed in South Africa’s most
famous racing yacht, Voortrekker, in their first ever
regatta yesterday.

The six, all cadets at Simon’s Town Maritime
School, braved 25-knot north-westerly winds in the
Fish Hoek Galley Spring Regatta on board the 29-
year-old yacht.

Accompanied by three Navy instructors — for
safety purposes only — they earned praise from vet-
eran yachtsman Bertie Reed, who twice sailed the
famous yacht around the world alone.

“I think they did a great job. It's what the coun-
tryisall about,” he said.

“I'never had any experience of sailing and could
only dream of sailing a yacht,” said 17-year-old
Mxolisi Mohlaoli, of Springs, who will study next
year at Cape Tech to be an officer with Safmarine.

“It was very difficult at first,” said his shipmate,
Elphas Thekiso, 17, also of Springs, who sees him-
self in a seagoing career with the Navy. “We felt
very sick at first, but now we're getting used to it.”

This weekend theywill be sailing as crew on other
yachts in De Nederlandsche Club Double Cape race.
“We are incredibly excited,” said Thekiso.

Having tasted the sea and got salt in his bones
the bug has bitten him. “One day | want to own a
yacht and race it every weekend,” he said.



