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A kiss for John Martin from girlfriend Lynne Morrow 

A GAME John Martin, sailing the sleek blue-and-white 
Mainstay Voortrekker against some of the most so­
phisticated yachts in modern racin_

g, proved 
_
one�

again last week that what South Afncans lack m h1-

tech, they make up for in grit and determination. 
Mainstay Voortrekker was the second mono-hulled boat to cross

the finish line at Newport, Rhode Island, US, after 17 days 22 hours
and two minutes on the 
stormy North Atlantic. John Marti· n showsShe was the twelfth overall 
to finish in a flotilla of 92 
boats, and the last to beat the 
record set in 1980 by the win­
ner of the last Observer /Eur­
ope 1 single-handed trans­
Atlantic race. 

For Voortrekker's skipper, 
a lieutenant-commander in 
the SA Navy, the voyage was 
a constant struggle against 
equipment failure, foul wea­
ther and the knowledge that 
his major competitor, the 
radically advanced Thurs­
day's Child, was speeding far­
ther and farther ahead. 

Thursday's Child, skip­
pered by American Warren 
Luhrs, and built at a cost of 
$750 000 (R910 000) was the 
first monohull to cross the 
line. 

Gadgetry 

what determination can achieve 
rival, but at dawn on the 
tenth day, Thursday's Child 
drew astern of the South Afri­
can boat. 

"I was sailing like crazy, 
trying to make the most of 
the light wind," Martin said. 
"And there was Warren 
standing on the deck fiddling 
with his camera. By nightfall, 
Thursday's Child had disap­
peared over the horizon." 

After that, Voortrekker's 
skipper pushed his boat to the 
limit, trying to catch up. But 
when Martin heard that 
Thursday's Child was 60 
hours ahead of him, he knew 
he could not make it. 

His goal then was to., beat 
Equipped with everything the 1980 record. Voortrekker 

from solar panels to complex squeaked in with only one 
computerised navigation, hour and 14 minutes to spare. 
Thursday's Child easily beat When John greeted his ec­
the two-year-old Voortrek- static girlfriend, Lynne Mor­
ker, whi<;h depends more �n row, shortly after crossing 
old-fa�h1oned seamanship the finish line just after five 
than h1gh-t�ch ga_dgetry. . o'clock on a picture-perfect 

For the first nme days of Wednesday morning, he was 
the race, Voortrekker man- beyond exhaustion. 
aged to stay ahead of her He had lost his self-steer-
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