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HULL OR KEEL? Top yachtsman Ian 
Ainslie and team manager Roy Dunster 
ponder the "legality" of their boat's keel. 

Top yachtsmen 
sail into storm 
of controversy 
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TERRY VAN DER WALT 

Is it a hull or a keel? 
This question, puzzling local yachtsmen, could 

erupt into an international controversy unless it is 
solved before the J22 Class world championships in 
Durban in July. 

At the weekend Springbok yachtsman Ian Ains­
lie, 27, and his crew were "robbed" of victory in the 

..- national championships off Durban when they were 
disqualified over the positioning of their yacht 
Donna Mia ... Again's keel. 

Competitor David Hudson lodged a protest that 
the class rules had been infringed by alternations 
to the "keel well, which is moulded as part of the 
hull", which enabled the keel to be moved forward, 

But Palmer Henson, chairman of the technical 
committee of the international J22 Class Associa 
tion, which was not referred to for a decision on 
the disqualification, say,; the changes are legal. 

Ainslie, a former SA yachtsman of the year and 
competitor in last year's Olympic Games, says the. 
trend is accepted elsewhere and probably would 
have been here, had the local technical committee1 
taken advice to consult with the international body 
abroad. 

Ainslie has appealed against the disqualification. 
Protest Committee chairman Ernie Morrison 

says in his report that the issue hinges on whether 
the top fibreglass part of the keel shape is part 
of the keel or part of the hull. 

A ruling on the matter is expected this week. 


