
0 YACHTING: THE BOC CHALLENGE 

'You have to be crazy to enter a race like this' 
NEWPORT-Just the prospect of spend­
ing eight months alone at sea keeps all but 
the most foolhardy sailors out of the 43 200 
kilometres BOC Challenge. 

Throw in some icebergs, whales, frigid 
weather and frothing seas and even they 
have second thoughts. 

'You have to be crazy to enter a race like 
this,' Christophe Auguin, the winner of the 
1991 BOC challenge said as he waited on 
shore for his nearest competitor to cross 
the finish line. 

Auguin claimed the 100,000 dollar first 
prize 2 ½-days ahead of fellow Frenchman 
Alain Gautier. 

Sixteen more skippers began crossing 
the finish line behind them to end the four­
continent solo race. 

From the start in September of last year 
in Newport when American sailor Paul 
Thackerberry lost a rudder on a lobster 
trap sailing out of the harbour, the oceans 
have thrown bizarre obstacles in skippers' 
paths. 

The elements proved too much for near­
ly one-third of the original 25 entrants who 
were not able to finish. 

·Everyone's got a tale of adventure,' race 

spokesman Tony Fairchild said. 
Auguin spent 15 seconds suspended on 

the back of a whale larger than his 18.3 
metre yacht when the animal surfaced for 
air just as Auguin was passing near Cape 
Town. 

'I was going very fast, about 12 knots, 
when the boat hit the whale and just 
stopped,' Auguin recounted. 'I couldn't go. 
I could do nothing,' he said. 

Then there is English skipper Josh Hall, 
who dislocated his knee when gusting 
winds knocked his mast into the water, 
forcing him to 'skit around the boat on my 
bum.' 

The radio transmission to race head­
quarters prompted the British tabloid 
headline: 'Rear Admirable: Around the 
World on His Bum.' 

South African John Martin spent a 
harrowing 20 minutes drifting in a rubber 
life raft amid huge waves after bailing out 
of his Allied Bank, which sank after a colli­
sion with an iceberg 2 400 kilometres from 
Cape Horn. 

Martin was spotted almost a kilometre 
from his sinking vessel and rescued by 
countryman Bertie Reed, who plucked 

him, soaked, from a high swell. 
The temperature was minus 15 degrees 

centigrade C. Martin told race officials it 
took him two days to stop shivering. 

Spaniard Jose de Ugarte described the 
cold as 'rather like living in a refrigerator.' 

American Robert Hooke was below deck 
when he heard a loud bang and assumed 
his mast had fallen off during the second 
leg. He climbed on deck to see a fishing 
trawler backing away from a gaping hole 
in his 13,5 metre Niihau IV. 

The trawler towed him to Sydney, 
Australia. 

Race winner Auguin unwittingly came 
within 10 metres of colliding with a fishing 
boat and within 50 metres of a giant cargo 
boat, he said. 

'It's not possible when you are alone to 
all the time look and see the sea,' Auguin 
said. 'We have a philosophy. You have to 
rely on luck sometimes.' 

Race officials were worried that· 
Auguin's luck had run out when, for 15 
hours during the third leg, they tracked 
his computer signal heading in the wrong 
direction amid a tangle of icebergs near 
Antarctica. 

Auguin's transmitter had been washed 
overboard in a storm. 

'It looked as though Christophe had 
fallen overboard or that something serious 
had happened,' Fairchild said. 

Auguin, who had opted to sail through 
the cluster instead of around it in order to 
save time, had been too busy picking his 
way through the maze to notice the miss­
ing transmitter. 

It was the only time in the eight-month 
race he had doubts he would finish. 

'I never regretted entering the race. I re­
gretted my position sometimes when it 
was dangerous,' he said. 'I counted 60 ice­
bergs in two days. There was no sleep. 

'But when you want to win, you have to 
take some risks,' he added. 

Philippe Jeantot, winner of the two pre­
vious BOC Challenges, which are sailed 
every four years, ended in third place. 

Skippers stopped in Cape Town, Syd­
ney, and Punta Del Este, Uruguay, before 
starting the final leg to Newport in March. 

'There were quite a lot of problems 
throughout,' Fairchild said. 'But <the skip­
pers) were doing what they love to do -
sailing.' - rsapa-APl 
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