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rion's 
Joseph de Kock 

The first keelboat world champi­
onship sailed in South Africa, or­
ganised by Royal Cape Yacht Club, 

was held in Table Bay: The frighteningly 
powerful winds that the bay is famous for 
were not completely absent, but did allow 
just enough breathing space to hold a re­
gatta. Breezy conditions dominated the re­
gatta and there was wind to spare, though 
three of the seven races were sailed in 
light to moderate conditions that kept the 
light wind specialists from complaining. 

The strict measurement and weight 
checking of boat and crew required prior 
to a world championship is a difficult lo­
gistical problem when there are 52 boat s 
involved. Clever organisation and plan ­
ning was the answer and things generally 
ran ahead of schedule. 

Idyllic conditions a few day s before the 
start (bar a morning of heavy fog) gave 
up-country and foreign competitors a great 

Yacht Country Helmsman 1 2 3 
1. Orlon ASA AINSLIE 1 2 2 
2. Coronat ion RSA LAMBRECHT 3 15 14 
3. Orion E•preHo ASA HUDSON 0 9 1 3 
.c. AIG Sale, ASA DE KOCK J 8 4 15 
5. /10/ir, ASA VAN CUYCK 5 10 10 
6. Hakahan, RSA STEANAGEL 14 19 1 
1. M.1,8 , ASA OE VLIEG 22 8 4 
8. Afr11r Dark ASA THOMAS 13 14 7 
9. MrPrlc, ASA WARNE 11 5 5 
10. Jule, RSA HILLS C 15 20 8 
11. Viner, II GEA SCHEDEA ATO 21 18 
12. Being Th,ra NED BOL 20 13 20 
13. UCA.J84U NED ENGELSMAN 21 11 12 
14. Ro1/e, Ranting ASA ROBSON 2 28 29 
15, Hollard Ina ASA WIEDERHOLD 19 7 11 
1 e. Rampant /If RSA BAUM 18 9 B 
17. Fun & Game, NED JON GERT 33 28 18 
18. D1/y1 ln1ur1nc, ASA NANKIN A 18 17 13 
19. 8/uojoy ASA BAKER 12 12 28 
20. Na,hua North ASA SCHON 8 18 23 
21. O'Nt/11 NED BLOM 28 8 27 
22 . Supergroup RSA KING 4 3 9 
23. Junk Yard Dog USA WARD B 25 35 32 
24. Merl /on NED VO MEULEN 7 25 24 
25 . Shamble, NED TWAALFHOVEN 10 34 ATO 
28. T1rrlfl11d ASA FLYNN 38 29 31 
27 . SA ExprH1 RSA OROS 27 22 19 
28 . /1m1 Eukanuba ASA RAE 17 27 050 
29. Gre,r White ASA TAABOTON 29 24 25 
30. Omrom POA MENDES 32 23 21 
31. Ju1t Jazz ASA OAVIOGE•PITTS 35 30 17 
32. K1m1kazl Exp ASA SZALEK 39 45 41 
33. Eliminator II ASA LEE 31 38 28 
3,. BPT Intercom, RSA VON BREDOW 24 18 22 
35. Paguro IV ASA HALL P 30 42 33 
36. Mr Bo/angle1 ASA SCOAEY 23 40 37 
37. Mabuhay ASA MEEK 28 31 40 
37. Ro1hcon ASA TANGNEY 37 32 35 
39. Tricky Dicky ASA HUDSON DALE 41 41 30 
,o. Ball1nt lntJ1 ln1p RSA POTTS 38 38 34 
, 1. Candy Strip, CAY MILLEA 48 48 43 
,2 . Sparrow Hawk ZIM GAOSSMITH .. 43 48 
,2 . Aquag11m ASA BAILES 43 39 39 
U . J 'y1u l1 ASA HADDOCK B 40 37 38 
,s. JtJzebel NED REUTER J 45 47 ONS 
,e. Glenr,nd ASA BATES A ONS 33 33 
(7 . Ml,s Jay JAM HARPER P 48 44 .. 
,a. Jolly Roger ASA SCOTT G 42 48 47 
(9 . Hot SaJ,a ASA SELLARS 34 49 42 
50. Jazzy ASA LENZ F 47 50 45 
51. Hay J1y ASA DUTTON 49 52 48 
52, Jul/a NED OORTMEASEN 50 51 DNS 
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Photo-finishes in J22 Worlds 
opportunity to sample the bay 's condi­
tion . The fleet of 52 included 12 foreign 
boats , eight of which were from the 
Netherlands , two from the Caribbean (Ja­
maica and the Cayman Islands ), an Amer­
ican team from Texas and a team from 
Zimbabwe. It was di appointing to have 
only one team from the States, since the 
J22 clas has its greatest number s in 
America. 

The class is considered the most promi­
nent South African keelboat class and gen­
erally one of the largest classes to be 
found anywhere in the country. The posi­
tive growth of the class in the Cape at 
Theewaterskloof is encouraging. Howev­
er, despite the I 400 km drive with boat in 
tow the majority of the fleet (27) came 
from the Gauteng area where the class has 
the largest fleet. The remainder of the lo­
cal fleet was made up of four boat from 
KwaZulu Natal, one from the Ea tern 
Cape and eight from Cape Town . 
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A tum-up/ prac ­
tise race (in per­
fect westerly con­
ditions) was more 
of a practice for 
the race manage­
ment than the 
competitors. Af­
ter a string of 
general recall s 
race officer Viv 
James got his 
own back with a 
quick restart that 
left most com­
petitor s halfway 
up the beat when 
the race started. 
The starts 
showed a lack of 
experience 
sa iling in 
large fleets in 
South Africa. 
The J22 class rules 
limit the total 
crew weight to 
275 kg . The 
breezy conditions 
seemed to advan­
tage the heaviest 
crews. Three of 
the boats in the 
top five and five 
boats in the top 

ten had four c rew-member s. 
The relatively strict class rules prevent 

any one boat from having a noticeably dif ­
ferent set-up to any other. However , the 
deck layout s are relatively free of restric­
tion and in this department crews had gen­
erally set them selves up to accommodate 
their sailing styles and for the number of 
crew aboard. Ian Ain lie' s set-up on Ori­
on looked like a lot of thought and testing 
had resulted in an efficient and comfort­
able boat to sail (which was reflected in 
their results). 

Sail s were spread between the North 
Sails loft in Cape Town and the Hyde 
Sail s loft in Johannesburg with severa l 
others making up the remainder. Although 
significantly varied in shape there was no 
obvious performance difference on the 
water. 

The first race of a potential 12-race e­
rie tarted in a stiff 20-25 knot southea st­
erly. Ian Ainslie, Gary Sindler and 
Richard Mayhew made it clear from the 
start that they would set the pace. Behind 
them things looked comfortable. Tight fin­
ishes often required looking at the result 
sheet to discove r who had beaten whom. 

Ross Rob on and Rob Willcox, who 
went to great length s to convince their fel­
low-competitors that they were simply 
there for the fun of thing s, looked remark­
ably impre ssive with a second place in this 
race. Their post-race celebrations must 
have got the better of them as it took until 
the final race before they sco red in the first 
ten again. Karl Lambrecht and Nicolle 
Baikoff on Coronation established them­
selves as a front-runner despite having one 
of the older-looking main sai ls in the fleet. 
By the time the fleet had finished the wind 
had built to a steady 25 knots-plus. Al­
though no rule defined the upper wind 
limit s for racing , it was obviou that this 
was the limit to hold a reasonable race. 

Conditions for races two and three 
were similar to that of the first. David 
Hudson , after an indifferent ninth position 
in race one, established him se lf a real 
threat to Ian Ainslie , who nevertheless 
posted two consistent seco nd position s. 
After a disappointing start Ewald Ster­
nagel won an exciting battle with Ainslie 
to win race three. Many had considered 
Sternagel a top contender. However , other 
than a fourth in the following race and a 
very fortunate third in the seventh race he 
never eemed quite on the pace . 

SA Yachting· May 1997 

Chris King , who had won the 122 inter­
national championships in Durban three 
years earlier, wa con idered a favourite 
and had at that stage a rea onable score 
line of a fourth, third and a ninth. Howev­
er, disqualification in the fourth race put 
paid to his regatta . The 122 has a rule that 
a di qualification cannot be discarded. 
Thi proved fatal for many . Regardless of 
whether one thought one was right or 
wrong in any incident a 720 ° penalty turn 
was a good option before arguing one's 
case in the protest room . An unfair 36th i 
race seven , after leading at the last ma. K, 

and a PMS in the final race didn ' t help 
King 's cause. 

Race four started with a mild breeze of 
ten knot which had probably ri en to 12 
by the finish with very flat eas. Similarly 
the result reflected a different order. Nie 
Bol of the Netherlands blew the fleet away 
with a superb first beat and a little luck 
from a big right -hand shift. Fellow Dutch 
competitor Jongert , who until then had 
placed way down the result , followed Bol 
home in second position. Buddy Philips 
on AIG Sales quickly worked hi way to a 
comfortable third po ition in the race and 
overall. Ain lie sailed his only result out­
side the top I 0. 

The wind built once again for race five 
to a familiar 20 knots. Ainslie won and 
Hud on followed him in again. These two 
comfortably topped the result sheet. Elian 
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Perch , spon or of both Ainslie and Hud ­
son, had made a brilliant choice of boats to 
sponsor. 

Races six, seven and eight were all 
sa iled on Friday. Race six started in light 
westerly condition The results again re­
flected a very different race . Ainslie man­
aged fifth after a disappointing first beat. 
However , Hud son' race came to pieces. 
After a di astrous start he never recovered 
and finished a di mal 39th. The race was 
won by Lance Burger who had sailed a 
consistent regatta throughout. Philip 
Baum came in second and Rick Nankin 
third, both victims of undiscardable di. -
qualifications in the previous race . 

The following race was once again 
tarted in light wind which had died to 

nothing by the first mark. The wind filled 
in just enough to fini h another round be­
fore it died again to nothing . The race was 
turned on its head as the wind finally re­
turned, but from the opposite direction. 
Boats at the back of the fleet seemed bet­
ter off. The majority of the fleet crossed 
the line overlapped in one big bunch. The 
bridge must have had a hard time working 
out who fini hed where . Felix Shreider 
was the winner. None of the top five boats 
managed a position in the top I 0. This race 
was later the subject of protests against the 
race officer for finishing an unfair race. 
Neither of the protests were upheld. 

With some relief for the race officer the 

sout heas ter , which had turned the previous 
race upside-down , established itself for a 
good third race of the day . With the wind 
the es tab lished order returned to the fin­
ishing positions. Ainslie yet again won the 
race. Karl Lambrecht , who until then had 
not had the day he was hoping for, fin­
ished third to comfortably beat Hudson 
overal l. Hudson finished a disastrous day 
with a 13th and narTOwly held a third po­
sition overall by a mere quarter of a point. 

The forecast correctly predicted fog for 
the following and last scheduled day. The 
race management sensib ly decided to call 
that the end of the regatta. 

Ainslie had comfortably won the regat­
ta in spectacular sty le to become the 1997 
122 world champ ion. He was se ldom chal­
lenged for the overall title . His tunning 
downwind speed in all conditions and his 
ability to recover from the occas iona l mis­
take had put him in a different class to his 
competitor . Di covering their boat to be 
radically overweight the weekend before 
the regatta they spent the week changing 
their hull and foil . Despite that, Ainslie 
and Mayhew's recent Olympic cam­
paign , coupled with very thorough prepa­
ration prior to thi regatta and a good 
knowledge of Table Bay, was certain ly a 
recipe for success. Ainslie gave ge nerou 
praise to his crew Rick Mayhew and Gary 
Sindler. 

BELOW: AIG Sales rounding a mark. 

15 

Archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za

Archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za




