


Wharram 's idea of sailing in the trade 
winds without clothes. You cannot beat 
the Wharrams for deck space, but the cab­
ins are a bit narrow for comfortable living. 

We cou ld never find a multihull design 
we liked and besides that we wanted a 
junk-rig, which is not ea y to put on a mul­
tihull. So in the end we built Badg er and 
she's been very successful, which is why 
we kept her so long. Being a multihull the 
new boat will be completely different , so 
we won't fall into comparing her with 
Badger, which would be unfair. 

Your plan is to build and launch the 
new boat within twelve months. 

Pete: That's right. It's a fairly simple 
boat and should be straightforward to put 
together. It will have the added advantage 
that we can fit out one hull, if we run out 
of time to do the other, before we go sai l-

Last year we spent 160 days 

at sea and the previous year it 

was more, so comfort and a 

level platform during 

passage-maki ng 

is important. 

ing. We could then fit out the second hull 
in Brazil or somewhere. 

Annie: Also having the deck in­
between gives space to lay out tools and 
materials to work. 

Going with a catamaran was also 
decided on careful consideration of two 
approaches - inde tructibility or unsink­
ability. A ballasted steel cruiser can be vir­
tually indestructible, but ifit sinks it sinks! 
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A wooden catamaran has a degree of 
unsinkability, should you be holed, and at 
worst you can run up onto the beach and 
then get off without undue fuss. 

More and more we are not following 
the trade wind belt, which means the wind 
is on the beam or forward of the beam. 
After three weeks of sailing at 25° you 
begin to wonder what it is all about. It 
does not bother Pete much but I like do 
other thing s, like cooking and embroide ry, 
and sailing upright makes that so much 
more pleasurable. 

Last year we spent 1.60 days at sea and 
the previous year it was more, so comfort 
and a level platform during passage-mak­
ing is important. 

We have always tried to merge the tran­
sition between sea-life and anchor-life. On 
a catamaran I believe this will be better 
achieved. While at sea on Badger we have 
always slept in the sa loon but a catamaran 
will give us the luxury of maintaining the 
saloon as a saloon and our sleepi ng will be 
in separate sea berths. 

Of all the places you could have cho­
sen to build a boat why South Africa? 

Pete: Three years ago we were here and 
eva luated the prospects, and then the peo­

ple are friendly. Since then the rand has 
weakened , so buying materials is afford­
able. 

Annie : The big help is bureaucracy. We 
are limited to how long we can stay in 
most countries. By contrast South Africa 
is easy-going . So long as we are not look­
ing for work they don't seem to care how 
long we stay, within reason . 

So long as you are spending money? 
Annie: Yes, we are contributing rather 

than taking. To stay for just over a year as 
we will be is almost impossible in other 
countries . Here we don ' t feel harassed , 
and that's a great adva ntage. 

Pete: Round here we can source every­
thing we need to build the boat. 

When you wrote your book did you 
do so with the idea in mind to convince 
people to think in another way about 
voyaging? 

To be honest, when I sat down to write 
I did not have any intention to have what I 
was saying published. It came about 
because I had the opportunity to use some­
one else's word processor. Pete had been 
encouraging me to do so and when the 
opportunity came up it happened natural­
ly. 

It was a case of "Have we got a 
thought-out philosophy like we think we 
have?" Writing the book was like proving 
to myself that we have . ~ 
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Tms year's edition of 
Offshore Regatta tested 
with a range of 

knots. A good entry of varylaa In me 
from a Navy Proton to the 65 foot,.,.,,., com­
peted in three classes. While most yaclds eaaae 
from Cape Town or Langebaan it was good to aee 
the Simonis 60 Warrior from Port EUzahetb also 
taking part. 

The series started on Friday 19 February with a 
long-distance race from Cape Town to Club 
Mykonos, the idea being that there would be round­
the-cans races on the Saturday and then the crews 
would have enough time to sail back on Sunday. 

At the start the southeasterly blasted the fleet out 
of Table Bay in an exhilarating and in some cases 
chaotic 40 knots. Although the bree7.C dropped off 
about half way to Club Mykonos it proved to be 
quite expensive. Wizard, recent winner of EasyPay 
Week, damaged her carbon fibre mast and bad to 
withdraw from the rest of the series while Taz, top 
Mount Gay 30 at EasyPay Week, also had a costly 
day, blowing a spinnaker and losing a number three 
overbo 

JQOkawhileto. 
aoiD1 at about 11h00. 

the bnme it around 12 knots 
remained absolutely flat, cettaiDly a bit of a 
for someone used to sailing tee1boats in 
11Re rounds were sailed in the form of aw~ 
leeward, a race to the tug harbour (where hmcb M8 
served) and a pursuit race. The major novelty widi 
the pursuit race was the fog that enveloped tW fleet 
while rounding the island. With visibility of 50 

at time the person watching the OPS sudden­
ly became the most important mrmbcr of the crew. 

The Mykonos Offshore Regatta bad some of 
usual drama associated with sailing events. Tw 
the boats in class 2 blew their chances when 
mistakenly started with the class 1 boats in th 
ward-leeward and the pursuit race. They w 
ing pretty good until prizegiving when 
was discovered and they both retire 
rounds concerned. Some of the othe 
from individual races but didn't tell 
Needless to say, it took a while 
absolute final results. 

Roy Dun 
Repo 

P.hotogra 
eter Gold 



Mykonos Challenge 

aallyno 

• 

Class I 
I st Warrior 
2nd Ballyhoo II 
3rd Merlin 
IMS 
I st Ballyhoo II 

2nd Warrior 
3rd Taz 
Clas 2 
I st Megafreight 
2nd Touch 'n Go 
3rd Scatterling 
Class 3 
I st After Dark 
2nd Morning Wings 
3rd Smidgen 
H23 
I st Morning Wings 
2nd Annie 
3rd Smidgen 
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Clockwise from left: After a broach at 

the start Warrior battles with a dam­

aged spinnaker while red-hulled Merlin 

surges ahead . 

Ballyhoo II with Geoff Meek at the 

helm snapped up the IMS honours. 

Warrior in the throes of a broach in the 

testing conditions experienced in Table 

Bay at the start. 

By contrast with the start the lagoon 

racing was a mild affair . Nina leads a 

group flying spinnakers. 

Previous page : Mount Gay 30 Taz. 

PHOTOGRAPHS : PETER GOLDMAN 

Simonis 60 Gutsche/Nank.in 
Mumm 36 Rick Garratt 
Simonis 65 Craig Middleton 

Mumm 36 Rick Garratt 
Simonis 60 Gutsche/Nankin 
Mount Gay 30 Mark Sadler 

Simonis 35 Jendo Ocenasek 
Lightwave 395 Dave Smith 
Simonis 35 Tony Marsh 

122 Lance Burger 
H23 Brian Cole 
H23 Gordon Fitzsimon 

H23 Brian Cole 
H23 Paul Van 
H23 Gordon Fitzsimon 

~ 
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WE are sailing at 7 .5 knots 
with the staysail and two 

reefs in the main . Our ETA is 
midnight. We have been at 
sea for 34 days. So writes 
TONI LOPEZ as he closes 

the Cape at the conclusion of 
the first Route Of The 

Roaring 40's Race. 
Three days ago we met the southeast­

er, breaking the yankee- tay ringbolt on 
the deck and with it the roller-furler and 
sail. We decided to slow the boat to arrive 
in daylight. We carTy on with the staysail 
only, but still make over five knots. The 
squelch of the VHF comes to life. The 
horizon hows, for the first time, light 
that are not stars. The wind decreases until 
it disappears , solving our problem. We 
leave chart SAN 5 and enter SAN 150. We 
are under the protection of the Cape. 

In March of 1998 we were touring 
Chapman's Peak, looking at the sea and 
imagining the time of our arrival, but this 
is our true arrival in Africa. They ay that 
when one cro e the ea by plane only the 
body arrives but not the soul. A long time 
ago Africa and South America were of the 
same continent. When African sailors 
stretched their arms across the ocean 
almost 30 year ago their gesture already 
represented an embrace. 

We see the lights of Cape Town and 
Table Mountain in the twilight. The day 
before leaving I cast the [-Ching and got a 
52 hexagram: Appeasement. The moun­
tain is it sign. I painted it on the bow and 
on both sides. One full line and two cut 
lines. Table Bay is covered by fog from a 
big cloud that appears on the water from 
the NW occupying everything. Visibility 
is zero. We hear the rumble of a hip' s 
engines and its communications with port 
control. We do not have a radar and 
although ours is a steel hull and we carry a 
spotlight we are worried. We haven't slept 
the whole night but we don't feel tired. 
Now we hear acoustic signals: Mouille 
Point and the harbour entrance. 

The first race across the South Atlantic, 
from west to east, culminated on 22 
February at 10h03 (Local Time) when the 
Anira C crossed the imaginary line 
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between the number ten yellow buoy and 
the red paint mark on the breakwater of 
Cape Town harbour. The participants 
departed from Mar del Plata on 17 January 
at 12h45, double-handed and sailing open 
cla s. The first to arrive in its class and in 
the race, after 20 days and five hours of 
sailing, was the Compaq, a 17 metre open 
60 aluminium boat crewed by Memo 
Castro and Nacho Giamonna. Enrique 
Celesia, ailing singlehanded on the Vito, 

suffered damages that forced him to aban­
don the race. 

The prizegiving took place on 5 March 

at Royal Cape Yacht Club, in the presence 
of sailors and friends. Paul Mare, the club 
commodore, expres ed his joy for this 
challenge that closes the South Atlantic 
Triangle. Argentine ambassador Pedro 
Herrera handed over the trophies, institut­
ed by the Argentinian - South African 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Daniel Weinger, director of race organ­
isers Escuela Islas Malvinas thanked Cape 
Town for its hospitality and announced 
that the second edition of the race will be 
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launched during the first week of March, 
inviting the fleet returning from the Cape 
to Rio Race to participate. 

The fog disappeared as fast as it 
appeared. We entered the harbour on a 
long tack: our boat doesn' t have an engine. 
Like Vito Dumas and Hernan Biasotti we 
have completed the trip toward sunri e. 
We sail a boat without an engine and so 
did they, but we carry a GPS and receive 
forecasts which we download from the 
Internet. They didn ' t have these modern 
aids. 

Lt's Monday, almost noon, and two or 
three yachts are at sea. They greet us and 
we return the greetings. Our appearance 
must be like a presentation card. We wait 
for the club' motorboat. It peeds to us 
and, before throwing the rope, the helms­
man gives u a bottle of champagne each 
and tells us, in Spanish: "Bienvenidos a 
Cape Town!". 

Vito Duma : an Argentinean, a single­
handed sailor, departed from Montevideo 
with the Lehg II, a nine metre wooden 
double-ended ketch. In 1942, during the 
Second World War, he said: "During these 
materialistic times, I'm going to realize a 
romantic enterprise that will erve a an 
example for the youth" . He landed in Cape 
Town, Sydney, Valparaiso and Mar del 
Plata. He was the fir t man to sail the 
impossible route, south of all the Capes. 
He told of his trip in the book Los 

Cuarenta Bramador es (The Roarin g 

Forti es). 

Hernan Bia otti: an Argentinean in­
gle-hander who departed from Buenos 
Aire on the Eos II , an eight metre steel 
sloop. He spent the winter of 1994 at the 
Cape. In his book The Second Sunrise he 
finishes his story when he arrives back at 
the River Plate, saying: "We are carrying 
Africa in our heart ". ~ 
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