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• 200 to 690 gpd 
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• Quiet 

• Small footprint 

• The ultimate 12V water maker 
with power consumption as 
low as 1 amp. per gallon * 

• One-touch, 
Automatic Operation 

• All systems available in 110/220, 
50/60 cycles, single phase 

• Includes installation kit 

• 29 years of R.O. experience 

• Seafan Escape 200 gpd 
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Knysna's 
new 12m 2 Sharpie 

by Joop Weddepohl 

One of Knysna Yacht Club's 'coun­
try' members is John Fowler, who 
actually lives in England. In January 
2001 John and his good lady Toni 
visited South Africa for their son's 
wedding at Brenton-on-Sea. They 
stayed at Knysna and, like so many 
of us here, fell in love with the 
place. Not only a keen sailor, but 
also a keen reader of such epics as 
the ones from Wilbur Smith, he rec­
ognized Knysna straight away as fea­
turing in one of Smith's books. 

This love affair resulted in yearly visits 
and eventually in purchasing a plot on 
Thesen Island and building a house there -
and, of course, in becoming KYC mem­
bers. 

The decorating theme in their house 
here is decidedly 'maritime', with the walls 
covered in paintings and sketches of the 
Norfolk Broads and some old pho­
tographs of sailing on the Knysna 
Lagoon. 

In England they sailed Sharpies. The 
Sharpies there are a bit different from· the 
Sharpies we had here in South Africa in 
the days of yore. Ours were mostly 
Bermuda rigged, but the ones in Europe 
have the original gaff rig. The design is 
from the late 1800s when they were used 
as fast fishing boats. Then in the 
1920/30s in Holland they became very 
popular as racing dinghies. The popularity 
spread to England, Germany and more 
recently, Portugal. 

Last year's 40th European 
Championships, held in England, had 54 
entries - and these are mostly old-

timers/antiques! 
The Fowlers had a set of old plans, dat­

ing from the 1930s, and they opted for 
building a new 12 Square Metre Sharpie 
right here in Knysna, rather then deplet­
ing the English fleet by shipping one over. 

They got to know Jock McConnachie 
of Timber Village, Knysna, through their 
house-building project on Thesen Island, 
and he introduced them to two brothers, 
Clive and Kevin Berry, who share a farm 
on Phantom Pass in Knysna. Clive and 
Kevin are not regular boat builders, 
although they have built (in steel). They 
are more like artists who can do anything 
with wood if it is a likeable project. And 
the 12 sqm Sharpie project obviously was 
likeable. They produced a beautiful boat 
from African mahogany and oak, planed 
down to 14mm. The (hollow) mast, boom 
and gaff are wood, and she is authentic 
even to the detail of the floorboard fasten­
ings. They started in early October 2003 
and Storm was launched at KYC on 22 
January this year. 

What is not 'old' are the fittings to 
make her sail fast and easy - all Harken 
gear was used with sails by North in Cape 
Town. 

And she is fast! We started her off on 
her official Portsmouth rating of 102 and 
she got a third and a fourth in her first two 
races. Compare that with a modern 
Laser's rating of 108! Moreover she is an 
absolute pleasure to sail - a real gentle­
man's boat!! 

The pictures show what a real classic 
design looks like! And what an asset for 
the Knysna Lagoon! J, 
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Rounding the Leeward Mark 
by Dave Dellenbaugh 

The end of a reach or run is usually 
a critical part of any race because 
that's when you have to round the 
leeward mark. As anyone who races 
seriously knows, getting around this 
mark can be detrimental to your 
position in the race. You have to 
fight with boats that are converging 
together and maneuvering for inside 
overlaps. You have to drop your 
spinnaker and simultaneously make 
a good turn. Then you must find a 
lane of clear air to begin the next 

Tactics 

beat. As all of us have learned first­
hand, it's fairly easy to lose a lot at 
leeward marks. But then again, it's 
also possible to make big gains. 

If you want to get around the leeward 
mark quickly and cleanly, you need good 
boat handling, knowledge of the rules, a 
good tactical sense and the ability to antic­
ipate what may happen next. In the next 
few issues we'll discuss how to approach 
the leeward mark, how to make a "per­
fect" rounding, what the rules say, and 
much more! 

Approaching the 
Leeward Mark 

A successful leeward mark rounding 
begins well before you get to the two­
length zone. In fact, there are many things 
you can do before you reach the mark to 
prepare for your rounding and the next 
leg. The more you can work on these 
before the leeward-mark fire drill, the bet­
ter off you'll be. 

Strategize for the next Beat 
You can (and probably should) start 

thinking about your strategy for the next 
beat soon after you begin the run or 
reach. One thing you can do is observe 
the wind and keep track of shifts as you 
sail down the leg. 

Your goal is to put together a game­
plan to help you sail the next leg as quick-
1 y as possible. This strategy should 
include, as a minimum, the side of the 
course you like, and it should be in place 
well before you reach the leeward mark 
(so you can set up your rounding to help 
you follow your strategy). 

When you strategize for the second 
beat, take into account what happened on 
the first beat. The conditions may have 
changed, though, so don't automatically 
go the way that was favoured before. 

Prepare for Your Takedown 
Getting your chute down cleanly is an 

important ingredient in almost every suc­
cessful leeward mark rounding (unless 
your boat doesn't have a spinnaker), so do 
everything you can ahead of time to make 
this go smoothly. For example, clear the 
tail of the spinnaker halyard so it is free to 
run. Move your jib or genoa to the lee­
ward side, and get it ready for a quick 
hoist. 

As you sail closer to the mark, put your 
centerboard down (if necessary} and hoist 
the jib. Do both of these things before you 
drop the spinnaker since a) they won't 
slow you down very much, and b) you 
won't want to worry about them in the 
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middle of your rounding. 

Adjust Sails for Upwind Speed 
Part of a good mark rounding is having 

fast upwind speed right after you round 
the mark. To do this you must set up your 
sails optimally before you reach the mark. 

As you start getting near the end of the 
run, think ahead about the next beat. 
What wind velocity will you have? (Don't 
be fooled by lower apparent wind on the 
run.) And how much chop will there be? 
Often there is less wind and more waves 
around the leeward mark. 

Before you begin the hectic mark 
rounding, adjust your vang, cunningham, 
outhaul, backstay, jib leads and so on for 
the next leg. Most of these will probably 
need to be changed from their downwind 
trim. Don't just automatically put them 
back to their settings for the first beat 
since the conditions at the leeward mark 
will almost certainly be at least a little dif­
ferent than they were when you were near 
the windward mark. 

Take Your Spinnaker down Early 
One of the most costly errors you can 

make at any leeward mark is having a bad 
spinnaker takedown. Problems with the 
chute can cost you many positions or 
boatlengths, so unless you are fighting to 
gain or break an inside overlap, drop your 
spinnaker early. 

In most cases, an early take-down will 
cost you almost nothing compared to a 
late takedown. As they say, it's better to 
be safe than sorry, especially when it's 
breezy, the current is with you, or you 
have an inexperienced crew. 

Before you drop your spinnaker, think 
ahead to the next windward mark and, if 
possible, take your chute down on the side 
that will be to leeward for the next set. On 
a typical course with mark roundini:is to 
port, this will be the port side (unless 
you're planning a gybe set). 

• 200 to 600 gpd 
(757 to 2,271 lpd) 

• Energy Efficient 
(75% less energy) 

• 12V water maker 
with power consum­
ption as low as 1 amp. 
per gallon* 

• One-Touch Operation 

• Small Footprint 

• Dependable 

* Ultra Whisper 200 gpd 

Ultra Quiet 

Ultra Efficient 

The Ultimate Water Maker ... 
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