
Thirt y Square Metres . 

Zees /ang's entry in the mid -wi nter race 

to Dassen I land and back creased a few 

brow s. On the day of the tart a rising ga le 

didn ' t he lp matters. Lon g-s tandin g mem ­

bers vo iced their co ncern for her sa fety. 

The goo d-natured dub commodo re Basil 

Lindhor st, an ex perienced sa ilor exer ted 

his auth ority and she wa s allowed to join 

the five ot her entries for the late afternoon 

start. 

Brian Le lla , then sub edit or on the Cape 
Times and fou ndin g editor of thi s maga­

zine, di spatched a report er and photo gra­

pher to the club for what he expec ted to be 

a how-dow n. 

Setting reefed mains and work ing jib s 

the fleet bea t out of the harbour and on 

cleari ng the breakwater it wa s the 52-foot 

I 6fi-ton cutter Parergon 3, skippered by 

Ivor Jami so n and Zeeslang who led the 

way. 

Th e senior member s' co ncern was vin­

dicated when the 32-foot cutter Parergon 
2 lost her mast while still in the bay. She 

drifted , but managed to anc hor a mile off 

the coast. Windsong tore her main jib and 

put into Robben island while the ot her two 

boats returned to the yac ht harbo ur. 

Speedwell of Hong Kong, a Virtue cla ss 

cruiser which had left for Saldanh a Bay 

ea rlier also ran back to Robben Island for 

shelter . 

Mild-mannered and courteou s, Jami son 

(Parergon 3) wa s a superb sea man and an 

accomplished helmsman. As a POW he 

had survived the mid -wi nter march from 

Poland to German y and he was as tough as 

his crew. To ge ther they had raced P3 
inshore and off shore for year s and main ­

tained her in tip top co ndition . 

Unlike Zeeslang her sails (though we ll-

Vanquishers - From left to right John 
Preston, John Richardson and Kees 
Bruynzeel after winning the 1985 Dassen 
Island Race. 

shaped) were made of canvas and she was 

the wro ng lengt h for the seas . Dri ving into 

the rain squall s and strong wi nd she leapt 

from wav etop to wave top while Zees lang, 
pointin g a shade higher, wo rked her way 

to windward over the wave . 

On ap pro ac hin g the transit in Waterl oo 

Bay PJ's crew noticed fast-mov ing navi­

ga tion lights head ing for Cap e Tow n and 

hav ing beaten Zeeslang in races in Tabl e 

Bay, the y were co nvinced that the y were 

in the lead and that the light s were tho e of 

a fishing boa t. Th ey were wron g. Hav ing 

made it to the turn so me 20 minutes ahead 

of them , Zeeslang enjoyed a rollickin g 

roller coa ster ride to the fini sh ru nnin g 

under full main and spinn aker. 

Surfin g and planin g under comp lete 

control she cove red the 35-mile downwind 

run fas ter than any 30-foo ter had eve r 

don e befor e to wi n by 40 minut es from P3 
which , ga llantly, co uld go no faster than 

hull speed . 
" Heavy sea s break up yac ht race " wa s 

the headline on the Cape Times front page 

-o story of Monday 14 July 1958 , which 

5 described the triumph of the s111all e t boat 
0 
~ in the fleet. Bru ynzee l was quoted as say-

-g. ing that they had found the co nditi ons to 
~ 
m their likin g and had suffered no damage. 

ff? After se lling P3 Jamiso n, Lindhorst , 
-< ::, Gordon Burn wood and " Monie" Sa lamon 

beca me invo lved in es tablishin g the Royal 

Cape On e Des ign, whic h was des igned by 

Yan De Stadt , launched in 196 1 and very 

imil ar to Zeeslang. 

Bruyn zee l old Zeeslang to Cliffie Le ih 

and we nt on to build the light disp lace­

ment ma xi S1ormvoge/ at hi fac tory in 

Stellenbo sch. Displac ing 3 1 ton s (co m­

pared to the 45 tons of boa ts her size) she 

beca me known as a first-to-fini sh interna­

tional ocea n racer. 

Skippered by Le ih, Zeeslang and the 

RCODs went on to se t e lapse d tim e 

reco rds in races from the then Lour en<yo 

Marqu e (now Maputo ) to Durb an; from 

Durb an to East London; Cape Town to 

Gansbaai and back ; Cap e Tow n to 

Lamb erts Bay and Saldanha. 

In one race, sailed in a full northe rly 

ga le, he covered the distance of 73 mil es 

from Saldanha Bay to Cape Town in six 

hours and 20 minut es under main and jib 

alone. 

In the 70 , rejected by the RCOD class 

and hope le sly pen a lised by the !OR rule 

she was neg lec ted and fell into di srepair. 

Restored by the Zees lang Actio n Group 

she is now back in the water at Royal Cape 

under the custod ianship of RCY C. 

She is now for sa le. For more informa ­

tion te lep hone Bobb y Cattermol e on 

(021 )2 1- 1354 durin g off ice hours. ■ 
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BRITISH couple Tony and 

Terry English are about to set 
off on their first cruise since 

their 34 foot steel yacht was run down 

in the dark by a Lithuanian freighter 

last year. 

For Tony , co min g to terms wi th the 
ordea l has tak en so me tim e . For month s he 
had nightm ares abo ut the dark hull of the 
ship bea ring dow n on them in heavy South 
At lantic seas - mom ent before hi ankle 
and rib were broken. Alt houg h the ir 
yac ht had had a Colli sion Avoidanc e 
Radar Detec tor(CA RD ), a radar reflector , 
tricolour ma t lights, bright cockpi t lights 
and a vig ilant skipper , it didn ' t help . 
Visibility wa poor , the freighter wa not 
using its radar and the yac ht was sa ilin g 
downwind in wind of up to 30 knots. 

Ton y (7 1 ) , a retired eng inee r who ha 
bee n sailin g around the So uth Afric an 
coast line for 17 yea rs, was born into a 
Suffolk coas t trawl er fishin g fami ly. He 
moved to Afr ica in 1955 and took up 
yac htin g in order to spend more tim e with 
his late wife Jun e. To ge ther, they built 
Bullion, an Alan Buchanan des ign , and fit­
ted her out with teak taken from old 
Briti sh ra il carr iages. Unfortu nate ly Jun e 
died befor e they co uld undert ake any 
major crui ses. Ton y made his first trip to 
Madagasca r and the Comore in Bulli on in 
1995, and has sa iled frequently up and 
down the coast betw ee n Maputo and vari­
ous ports along the easte rn ea boar d of 
South Africa . 

In Januar y last year Tony and girlfri end 
Terr y (51 ) set off from Durb an to Cape 
Town on the start of a four-year round the 
wor ld cruise . From Cape Town ga le force 
wind s he lped speed them across the 1669 
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ANTIC RUNDOW 
BRIAN KING SPOKE TO TERRY AND TONY 
ENGLISH WHO SURVIVED BEING RUN­
DOWN BY A SHIP BUT LOST THEIR YACHT. 

mile s to St Helena . The trip took ju st 15 
day s. Th ey then set ai l for Ascension 
Island, 700 miles away. About 100 mi les 
from St He lena disas ter struck . In his own 
word s Tony desc ribes what happened. 

"We were in a happy mood as we set 
ail from St He lena on the seco nd Atlantic 

leg of our round-the-world cruise . Ou r 
Autohelm had ju st been repaired af ter our 
ga le-swept cro sing from Cap e Town, and 
we were on our way aga in. 

" It was the mornin g of Saturday 5 Apri l 
1997. We were headi ng to Asce nsion 
island . As we clea red the lee of St He lena 

Top : Bullion pictured before she was lost. 
Above : The Vagabond 47, Radiant Spirit 
replaces Bullion for the next crui se. 

we picked up huge fo llowing seas with 25 ~ 

to 30 knot winds. It was magic . Bullion , f .. 
our 34 foot long-kee l stee l yac ht , felt alive -
aga in. She was loaded up for a four-year j 
voyage and wa s hand ling tho se seas with !l' 

'!,. 
ease. ; 

"Th at night the heavy seas and fre h 
wind s co ntinu ed. I was on watch and at 
about 3 am it started dri zz ling. Visibility 
was poo r. I did my usual sca n abo ut eve ry 
ten minut es. At abo ut 4 .30 am Teny ca me 
out of the forward cab in to speak to me -
unable to slee p becau se of the heavy 
wea ther. 

"Whil e we were talkin g I heard the 
engine of a ship . I raced up on dec k. I 
co uld hear the ship but could not see it at 
first then ther e, coming out of the mist on 
our port side, was a big ship on a co llision 
cour se. I shout ed something to Terry. Th e 
only op tion would have been to turn to 
starboard, but that would have prese nted 
our stern to the ship , which wo uld have 
bee n a wor se disas ter. 

" Helpless, I gra bbed the sta inless stee l 
rail surroundin g the coc kpit and bra ced 
myself. I watched the bow of the ship rac­
ing toward s us, knowin g full well that we 
were go ing to die. The cockp it light lit up 
the sce ne. I thou ght: "Thi s is where my 
skull ge ts smashed in ." 

"There was a shudd ering impa ct as the 
ship 's bow hit Bullion ju st ahead of the 
front bulkhead. I hear d my ankl e snap. At 
the sa me instant the tiller bar brok e free 
from it chain. It hit me in the ribs, break­
ing three of them. 

" I glanced forward. Th e front ha lf of the 
yac ht was subm erged. I thought Bullion 
had been cut in half and Terry had go ne 
down with it. Th en Bullion's stern wa 
pu hed und er. 

" I have no reco llectio n of how long we 
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were und er the ship . or if I was drowning . 
"T he next thin g I remembe r was Bullio11 

popping up abo ut three-quarter s of the 
way down the ship's hull, and there was 
Terry. dripping wet but de pera te ly hang­
ing on to the heavy-d uty sta in less stee l 
frame over the compa nionwa y. I ca n te ll 
yo u I was so happy . We had lived through 
a mir ac le . 

"Our e lation was short-lived . B11/lio11 
wa~ takin g water throug .1 ga . hes in the 
hull. We we re , inkin g. 

"'We tried e ndin g ou t a Mayday with 
our position. but it was futil e. The aer ials 
for the SSB and VHF were broken. toget h­
er wi th the mast. 

"The ship. unaware of the co llision. 
hadn't . topped . We looked at eac h othe r in 
dismay. Th en I rea lised we still had our 
hand -held VHF radio . Ter ry se nt out our 
Mayday ca ll. Sudden ly. the ship stop ped . 
At the sa me tim e. B11l/io11·s CARD started 
emittin g a wa rnin g signal. indicating the 
ship had turned its radar on. 

"A rickety rope and woode n ladd er wa . 
thrown dow n for us. Terry jumped first. I 
indicated I was injur ed . but no he lp was 
forthcom ing. How I mad e it. I'll neve r 
know. 

" We were aboa rd the MV P/111011as. a 
dirt y Lithuanian freighter. We were direct­
ed towa rds the ship' s hosp ital. which co n­
. isted o f a filth y single bed. Th ey had no 
painki ller~. and no e lastic bandages to 
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Terry and Tony English are about to set off once again into the south Atl ant ic but thi s t ime 
with a radar dome installed on the mizzen mast of their Vagabond 47, Radian t Spirit. 

supp ort my ankle. I mad e do by drinking 
three- quart ers of a bottle o f vodk a. 

' ·Terry then asked the ca pta in. Nickolai 
Podvy. ot. ky. to retrieve our med ica l up ­
plies from B11//ion. He must ha ve known 
the yac ht was goi ng to sink . because the 
crew a lso sa lvaged whate ver wa , easy to 
st rip . The ship took B11l/io11 in tow. but 
two day . later she ~ank ... 

·'As we took stock of 

·'On the fifth day the capta in informed 
us we were bei ng tran sferred the next 
mornin g to an oi l rig situat ed off the wes t 
coast of Angola. We arrived at the co-o rdi ­
nate s at 2 am on Friday I I Ap ri l. An oil 
rig supp ly vessel tied up on Plutonas's 
port s ide . I was then put onto a stret cher. 
swung over the . ide by the ship' s cra ne 
and lowe red onto the suppl y ship. 

" From the oi l rig we 
our situa tion. it was fright ­
ening. The . hip wa~ head­
ing for Matadi up the 
C ngo River in war -torn 
Zaire - supposedly car ry­
ing meat and other con­
tainers. A message the 
next day from the Briti ,h 
Emba,sy co nfirm ed our 
fear. - wa rnin g us not to 
di,embark in Zaire as our 

"I was then put 

onto a stretcher 

were a irlift ed by he li­
cop te r to Cab inda. an 
e nc la ve o n the no rth 
Angola coas t. From 
Cabinda we flew to 
Luand a and th e n to 
Windh oek. Finally. we 
arrived in Durban. where 
my leg was opera ted on. 
A stee l plate and six 
screws were inserted." 

and swung over 

the side by the 

ship 's crane. " 

safety there cou ld not be guaranteed. 
.. Terr y managed to co ntact her son arl 

in South Afr ica using B11l/io11·~ ca ll sign 
(P/111011as was black -listed). but co-o rdi­
nating a rescue was a nigh tmare. 

·'The cap tain was reluctant to use the 
SSB radio and ref u. eel to rendez vou · wit h 
nearby sh ip . . Pre sumabl y this was on 
instru tio ns from his company in 
Lithuania as he was in consta nt contac t by 
te lex. 

' 'On the third day we received message s 
that three ships wit h doctors were standing 
by . The y could not commun icate wi th us 
though because as soon as we had finished 
our mes,ages Captain icko lai wo uld 
swi tch the set off. say ing that the se t was 
over heating. 

··11 was frustrating . While I was on the 
bridge I never once saw them use their 
radar . It seemed the were trying to co n­
se rve their equipment wherever possib le . 

After months o r nightm ares and severa l 
months in plas ter Tony (7 1) ha. reco vered 
and is abo ut to e mbark on another voyage, 
to the Ca rrib ea n. He pur cha sed a 
Vagabond 47, Radia111 Spirit. and his mar ­
riage to Terry (5 I) last November aboard 
the new yac ht has given him a new lease 
on life. 

The on ly re mind er of their Atlantic 
tragedy is a radar which has been fitted to 
Radiant Spiri t for the ir upco min g trip. " I 
insi. ted:· exp lains Ten-y. " Big ship s. par­
ticular ly from the Far East. are known not 
to wa tch:· 

The tragedy has confi rm ed the UK 
Marine Accident lnve tiga tion Branch· s 
(MA IB) view that the quality of watch­
keeping at ea has dropped. " It is un fort u­
nate that general standards of watchkeep ­
ing seem to relax off the shipping lanes:· 
~aid MAJB chief inspector Admira l John 
Lang . ~ 
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Gainc lar Geld 
BOB FISHER speaks to 
MIKE GOLDING about the 
Atlantic Alone, sailing 
Open 60s, the Around Alone 
and routing. 

T 
he gro wth of co rp orate 
sa iling worldwid e is see m­
in g ly insa ti abl e. Th e 
bigges t c lass in Sk andi a 
Li fe Cow es Wee k was that 

of the chartered Sun sa il flee t of 40 Sun fas t 
36s. All were ch artered by co mpani es , 
from so lic itor s to indu stria l conc erns, and 
all the crews were smilin g. Sponsorship 
abounded . Not only wa s Sk andia there but 
another ten sub -spon sor s (of wh om thr ee 
were drink s co mp anies) helped to defray 
the comp etitors' expen ses in return for a 
slice of the ac tion . 

On e man wh o has more reaso n than 
most to be grateful for corporat e sa iling 
and spon sorship is Mike Goldin g, who re­
cently compl eted the Atl anti c Alone with 
his brand new Op en 60 Team Group 4. 
Mike didn ' t win , but he ga ined va luable 
experience toward s his main objec tive, the 
nex t Yendee Gl obe. Even the Aro und 
Alone (ex- BO C) is rea lly a steppin g stone, 
although no one will try harder to win it 
than the man who three tim es too k the 
sa me 67 foo t stee l boa t round the world , 
once sing le- handed , aga inst the prevailing 
winds and curr ents. 

Group 4 supr emo Philip Sorense n has 
been please d with Goldin g's perf orm ance. 
In ten legs of the Briti sh Stee l and BT 
Global Challe nges Mike deli vered seve n 
wins plu s a new eas t-wes t circumn av iga­
tion reco rd . 

Th e race ac ross the Atlanti c was noth­
ing more than a prepara tory skirmi sh and 
he was delighted that the boa t behave d it­
se lf. "One of the mos t sa tisfac tory aspec ts 
is that we have a revo luti onary boa t with a 
revo lutionary kee l, with a new hydrauli c 
sys tem, a rot atin g win g mas t, severa l 
nove l fea tur es - and none of them ca used 
any problem." He had prove d the boa t and 
its equipm ent was all in goo d shape and 
thi s a lone made the 3 700 mil es ac ross the 
Atl anti c to Char les ton wo rthwhil e. 

"We clear ly did so me things wro ng, but 
now is the tim e to patch those up ." It was 
a discove ry race for Mik e who had se t out 
with a very simpl e sa il plan. " It was al­
ways a push to kee p the sa ils to a mini ­
mu m, to kee p the m to the minimum 
weig ht." He had a large spinnake r, a large 

Mike Gold ing on Team Group 4 und er sail. 

Photograph : Mark Pepper/PPL 
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ge nnike r, and a smal l ge nnik er as his total 
compl ement of dow nw ind sa ils. It pro ved 
insuffic ient when he blew the spinn aker 
afte r five days. He had hoped to be able to 
use the big ge nnik er instead, like the res t 
of the Open 60s, bu t the deck spreader 
co nfiguration of Team Group 4, which 
supp orts the rotating wing mast, didn ' t a l­
low him to do so effic iently. " f tried shee t­
ing it outside the shro uds, I tried shee tin g 
it in , and neither wo rked prop erly . Th at, 
bas ica lly halted my pro gress. " 

He admit s, in hind sight , that he should 
have had a spare. "We had hoped that the 
large ge nnik er would co mpensate for the 
loss of the spinn aker. Th e actual rea lity is 
that it ju st didn ' t work. " 

SHORT ON TIME 

He put this dow n to the fact that he had 
bee n shor t on tim e after the boat was 
launched in Ch erbour g . "We only had two 

month s to tria l the boa t and although we 
had tried that sa il it had always bee n in 
idea l co nd itions." He went on to ex plain 
that it ca n be se t so long as he is not crit i­
ca l of the ang le he wishes to sa il dow n­
wind , but that, when yo u are rac ing on the 
broad ocea ns, is the critica l aspec t. " You 
ca n make it fly by po intin g the boa t in a 
ce rtain dir ec tion," he sa id and then ad mit ­
ted that durin g the race he had only hoisted 
it tw ice , "On ce when I found out that it 
was wrong, and the other tim e .beca use I 
co uldn ' t be lieve it was so wrong!" 

Tim e in the boa t, or lac k of it, was ce r­
ta inly a co ntribut ory fac tor to Mik e not 
winnin g Atl antic Alone. He is co nfident of 
the boat-speed potential. He had found 
him se lf a coupl e of hundr ed mil es ahea d 
of Giova nni Soldini 's Fila after four days, 
rea lised that the Ita lian was go ing a di ffe r­
ent way and thought he was takin g a flye r, 
but lack of tim e in an Open 60 had made 
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