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FUNFINDER INSIDE!

EXCITING racing is expected in this
year’s Rothmans Week, the premier
sailing regatta of the year which
starts in Table Bay on Sunday after a
skippers’ briefing tomorrow.

The week starts with two days of
racing round the buoys in Table Bay,
followed by medium and long-dis-
tance races along the West Coast in
mid-week. Racing returns to Table
Bay on the last two days so that
spectators can enjoy the final
rounds.

There are 60 entries this year.
Three Springboks

Well-known Cape yachtsman Dave
Abromowitz says Rothmans Week is
going to be a tussle between the big
boats — the 50-footers and over —
and the boat that makes the least
mistakes will win.

Geoff Meek will be defending the
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Sail drama for trophy

Rothmans Sailing Trophy he won for
the sixth time last year in the new
Club Mykonos owned by master
mast-maker Keith Bellamy. His crew
will include three Springboks —
Rob Sharp, Nigel Clack and Neil
Gregory — as well as owners Keith
and Janita Bellamy.

Giving Meek some stiff competi-
tion will be David Kruyt in the top
British yacht Yeoman 27, owned by
world-renowned British yachtsman
Robin Aisher and to be skippered by
Abromowitz.

Other yachtsmen who stand an ex-
cellent chance in this year’s regatta
are Rick Nankin, who will be sailing
Assegai, Vince Goldswain in last
year’s line honours winner Thunder-
child, and Greg Davis and his excel-
lent crew who have been working
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.~ All pictures by ROB
RETROT except Club
Mykonos which is by
CHRIS MURRELL
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LAST YEAR’S WINNER . .. Six-times Rothmans Week winner Geoff Meek,

star skipper of the annual regatta, sweeps to victory in Nautilus Insurance in

the 1988 series in Table Bay. This year Meek is in charge of Keith Bellamy’s

new Simonis-designed 54-footer Club Mykonos (inset), a fast downwind boat

in which the crack Springbok helmsman will be going for his seventh
Rothmans win.
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DISTANCE RACES ... The courses
for the distance races in Rothmans
Week 1989. The race to Saldanha
Bay and back is for.the Class | en-
tries and the medium-distance race,
to a mark off Bok Point and back, is
for boats racing in Class Il. Both
races start in Table Bay on Tuesday
morning.

PHRF PERFORMER...

Miura skippered by Tony Abbott which took Per-

formance Handicap Rating Factor honours in

1988, will be racing again in Rothmans Week

1989. Abbott is also one of the stars of the

Southstar Challenge race from Cape Town to St
Helena island and back.

Guardian National, the
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hard to get their yacht
Schick into tip-top con-
dition for the regatta.

Ian Martin will be sail-
ing Brian Cohen’s Get
More Fun sponsored by
Tuna Marine — this
year’s Mauritius to Dur-
ban (Crystic/Beach-
comber) winner — in the
long-distance race and
says he is going all-out
for line honours.

His crew includes
Alan Staniforth who
sailed with Martin in the
last Legend Cup (New
York to Plymouth) race,
Chris King, Philip Sharp
and Alan Dowson, with
two youngsters, Ian Gib-
son and Jakes Mantex, to
provide some energy for

the race.

One of Britain’s top
yachtsmen, Scotsman
Bill MacKay, is also one
of the favourites to take
major honours in this
year's Rothmans.
MacKay, six-times Brit-
ish Offshore champion
and holder of a string of
other titles and trophies,
will skipper Dr Carl van
der Merwe’s Husky
(Freedom).

Other regulars who
will be doing battle in-
clude Ken and Molly
Warr in Warrfair, Teddy
Kuttel in his new Spil-
haus, Tony Abbott in
Guardian National,
UCT’s sportsman of the
year Patrick Holloway in
Acuvue, and Rob Meek
in Suburban Hardware.
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With yachtsmen of this
calibre taking part, the
Rothmans Week organ-
isers are expecting the
best Rothmans Week
sailing.

The Rothmans Regatta
has always been known
in South Africa as the
top International! Off-
shore Rule race but this
year, for the fist time,
the event takes the Inter-
national Measurement
System as its official rat-
ing system.

The new IMS rule will
open up the fleet and al-
though boats which rat-
ed well under the old IO
rule appear to rate well
again, there is a strong
possibility that a dark
horse could win the cov-
eted trophy.

Yachts are divided
into classes according to
their overall lengths and
their handicaps — the
majority, 8,5 m to 25 m —
falling into Class 1. With-
in any class there may be
sub-classes if there are
five or more of a particu-
lar type. This year
classes include Farr 38s,
Royal Cape One Designs,
L26’s and, if the Durban
yachts make it, the popu-
lar L34’s.

Excitement in this
year’'s Rothmans will
also come from the new
J-22 class boats. Five or
six of these balsa sand-
wich boats will be com-
ing down from inland
waters to take part in the
regatta.

The Rothmans Week
Regatta is hosted by
Royal Cape Yacht Club
and run under the aus-
pices of the Cruising
Association of South
Africa. The top trophy is
a replica of the Duke of
York's column which
overlooks Pall Mall in
London and this goes to
the winner on IMS
handicap in Class 1.

Class 2 yachts sail for
the Table Bay Challenge
Bowl.

There are also tro-
phies for Performance
Handicap Rating Factor
winners in each class
and a special trophy for
line honours in the long-
distance race.
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Full entry list

Yacht Skipper Club Class
Acrvue P Holloway RCYC Charger
AR Fibreglass Warrior E Shaw PYC L34
Alghs R Loedoltf/C TomlinsonFBYC RCOD
Arial S Saville RCYC RCOD
Baby-J D Rae TYC J22
Batelour Van Ryswyl/Wall RCYC
Besr Moonraker | Aimsue/R Auld PYC L34
Cape Agulhes A D | Schutte SADF/N Tvl
Cape Smoke D Smith RCYC First 345S
Ca; M Clarke RCYC
Close Agsin R Close PYC L34
Clsb Mykonos G Meek RCYC
Comat Cartage W Voerman SADF/N TviJ22
Corum D Baikoff RCYC Beneteau
Dziggetai JA vd Westhuizen  RCYC Oak '/t Std
Elation J Provoyeur RCYC 126
Esfland
Wiid Goose W Schweizer FBYC 126
Famcean J Ocenasek RCYC Famr
Fram D Ohlssen RCYC RCOD
Freedom C P vd Merwe/W

MacKay RCYC Farr 38
Form Ryer W G Lesisegang RCYC
Get More Fun | Martin RCYC
Guardian National T Abbott RCYC MIURA
Hit & Carter
Amulet G Koper/J Slootweg RCYC L34
Hosligan of
Tygerbodies R Lapping RCYC 126
16l Inc C R Schweitzer DAC J2
Kesings K Bromage/J Reuvers RCYC
Lash RCYC RCOD
Magic A Seiderer RCYC
Main F G Minnitt RCYC Chessa 32
Majimoto P Bam/P Mare RCYC Farr 38
Malaguena J Parker RCYC RCOD
Mayam V W Dawson RCYC
Mirage C Snijman ABYC
MR B J Levin/J van Ryswyk RCYC L34
Nawvtiash P Ashwell RCYC
Nimbus T Schaap RCYC RCOD
Nutcracker K D Mielke RCYC
Pick T Walker RCYC
Plastamid A Roux NAC 126
Poiat Biank E B Broadbent PYC L34
Port Owen
Challenger R Clark RCYC 126
Redstone E Coetzee RCYC RCOD
Sasia BPH Curran RCYC Cont33
Schick G Davis RCYC
Shoestring P Muzik RCYC Charger 33
Solitaire D Elcock RCYC C'pass 47
Soathem Igles TP Lowrie DSC Centurion
Spithaus T Kuttel RCYC Swede 55
Spirit of Adidas A Edwardsti DSC Miura
Storm Bird D Payne PYC 126
Swmock Shipping D Alison RCYC 126
Suburban Hardware R Meek RCYC L34
Swimlion R Nankin RCYC ‘Macher 41
The Friendly City | Littiejohn. ABYC
Thwea Spears Ted Byme RCYC
34° Soeth E S Ratcliffe RCYC Ferr 38
Thuaderchild V Goldswain RCYC
Tripper J Foox RCYC Farr 38
U2 Cortech W Stevens RCYC L34
Waveguide R Holloway RCYC
Woarrfair K& M Warr RCYC Farr 38
Windeb B Farthing RCYC
VYeoman 27 D Abromowitz RORC
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ROUNDING THE WEATHER MARK ... A flotilla of L26 class
yachts about fo round the weather mark on the first leg of the Olympic
course for the 1988 Rothman’s Week regatta in Table Bay and (above)
Three Spears, to be skippered by Teddy Byrne of Royal Cape Yacht
Club in Rothman’s Week 1989, spinnakering nicely on the ‘‘sausage

run” of the Olympic course in Table Bay in the 1988 regatta

All welcome
as Regatta

opens doors

A FEAST of festivities is planned for this year’s
Rothmans Week Regatta at the Royal Cape Yacht
Club will be transformed into an English pub
which will be open to the public for breakfast,
light lunches and dinner each day.

Rothmans advertising manager Jerry Gilbert
said: “We are throwing open Rothmans Week to
the public this year, offering a special menu and
landlubber pub facilities for members of the pub-
lic to experience the excitement of this top regat-
ta first hand.”

Draught beer, rum at special prices, and wine
will be’served during the week and when the
yachts return at the end of a hard day’s racing
spectators will enjoy different entertainment.

The pub-style fun includes a honky-tonk pianist,
singers and Cockney royalty in the form of a
Pearly King and Queen. The entertainers will
perform from Wednesday to Saturday December "
16 at sunset after the yachts return.

There will also be “happy hour” singalongs with
barmaids leading the way on Wednesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday while comedian Johnny Noble
will entertain with his own special brand of hu-
mour next Friday.

A special menu including fish ’n chips, curry
and rice and traditional English meat pies will be
available at “very special” prices and seafood
connoisseurs will be able to enjoy half a crayfish
or six langoustines served with chips and salad
for R9,95.
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HITTING THE BREEZE . .. Close

— the full

inshore off Sea Point, entrants in
the 1988 Rothmans Week

regatta jockey for position in one
of the round-the-buoys races in

programme

Table Bay. The Class | winner,
Nautilus Insurance skippered by
Geoff Meek, is the boat closest
to the camera.

Saturday
December 9
Briefing of skippers at
Royal Cape Yacht Club

16h00

Sunday
December 10

First Round the Buoys
race 10h00

Monday
December 11

Second Round the
Buoys race 10h00

Tuesday
December 12
Long Distance race —
Class 1 11h00
Medium Distance race
— Class 2 11h00

Wednesday
December 13

Lay Day.

The Rothmans Sailing
Trophy is a replica of
the Duke of York’s col-
umn which overlooks
Pall Mall in London.

Thursday
December 14

Available for Resails
10h00

Friday
December 15

Third Round the
Buoys race 10h00

Saturday
December 16

Fourth Round the
Buoys race 10h00

0 The starting times for
each class and/or division
wﬂl be displayed on the
ﬂegatta notice board at
least two hours before
the start time for the first
group of each race.
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