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WELCOMING ARMADA: More than
50 small craft, most of them yachts
from the Royal Cape club, sailed into
Table Bay to accompany the Cape
Town-based single-handed sailor J J
Provoyeur over the last few miles.
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PROUD MOMENT: Provoyeur waves
a small South African flag to
supporters from the deck of Bon Vio
as he makes his way to the finish

line.
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Sailors’ red carpet-ts-relled-out for Provoyeur

JOHN YELD
Staff Reporter

HEERS, whistles, hooters, si-
ens and cries of “We love you,
JJ!” greeted Cape Town solo
sailor J J Provoyeur as he
crossed the first-leg finishing
line of the BOC Challenge
round-the-world yacht race.

Provoyeur, who was' wel-
comed by more than 50 yachts
and small craft, was clearly
frustrated by the light breeze
in Table Bay yesterday which
had his yacht Ben Vio almost
becalmed at times.

As he crossed the line just
after 4pm, he threw his hands
in the air in delight.

His wife Christine immedi-
ately scrambled aboard from
an NSRI dinghy and they
kissed passionately.

Ben Vio was taken in tow by
the NSRI launch Rescue 3 to a
mooring in the Victoria and Al-
fred Waterfront where Pro-
voyeur was given a hero’s wel-
come.

One of the first to shake his
hand was fellow sailor and for-
mer BOC competitor John
Martin.

Provoyeur, clearly touched,
remarked: “Thanks for coming
— now I know all the k..k you
went through!”

His first leg time from
Charleston, South Carolina —
42 days, 22 hours, 4 minutes
and 50 seconds — puts him in
fifth place in Class 1.

At a Press conference, Pro-
voyeur said he was ‘“very
proud” to have fjnished as
quickly as he had.

He paid tribute to first leg
winner and record-breaker Isa-
belle Autissier in Ecureuil-Poi-
tou Charentes 2.

“Congratulations to Isabelle
who really sailed an outstand-
ing race. If I can one day sail a
race that well, I will be really
proud,” he said.

His prospects for the next
leg to Sydney were ‘‘very
good”.

“These sort of things need
money and I'm hoping some
sponsors will come forward.

“We've done a lot of spade-
work and I believe we’re doing
our best for a great perfor-

mance that will do any sponsor .

proud.”

Provoyeur said he had en-
joyed the excitement of sailing
a 60-foot boat.

“It’s a big boat, powerful,
and sometimes you do the
wrong thing and you get

thrown around.”

He had come close to being
seriously hurt during an acci-
dent when the boat gibed dur-
ing a thunderstorm at night.

@ About 3am yesterday, Aus-
tralian David Adams sailed his
yacht True Blue across the line
to take Class 2 honours and
break the class record by two
days.

On Saturday night defending

‘champion Christophe Auguin

became the third sailor to com-
plete the first leg.

Fellow competitor Steve
Pettengill, who finished second,
welcomed the Frenchman on
the quay with a bottle of South
African red wine.
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