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J J PROVOYEUR

By MARDEEN MULLER

CURRENTLY lying in fourth place in the prestigious
Joko Lipton Cup is the yacht Joko, the Worcester
Yacht Club entry, skippered by Jean Jacques Pro-
voyeur.

Better known as JJ, Proyoyeur is a well-known
character in the yachting world and has been in-
volved in sailing for 25 years.

Worcester-born Provoyeur is a product of Worces-
ter Boys High. He was only 13 when the sailing bug
first bit him. ;

“I learnt to sail on the Brandvlei dam in Worcester.
Being from a non-sailing family I really started com-
peting in major competitions only once I had com-
pleted military service,” he said.

He singles out Danish sailor Paul Elvstrom as his

et

great inspiration. But fellow competitiors like Geoff
Meek and Rick Nainkin were the ones that motivated
him the most. “All I ever wanted to do is beat them,”
he said.

JJ recently completed work on Bertie Reed’s yacht,
Grinaker, for the Globe Challenge. Work on this boat
started on 21 March this year, shortly after JJ had
returned from New York with the design for the
yacht, which was done by former South African sail-
ing expert Roger Martin.

Thirty-eight year-old JJ peting in major competi-
tions only once I had completed military service,” he
said.

He singles out Danish sailor Paul Elvstrom as his
great inspiration. But fellow competitiors like Geoff
Meek and Rick Nainkin were the ones that motivated

"

him the most. “All I ever wanted to do is beat them,”
he said. ¢ ;
JJ recently completed work on Bertie Reed’s yacht,

|Grinaker, for the Globe Challenge. Work on this boat

started on 21 March this year, shortly after JJ had
returned from New York with the design for the
yacht, which was done by former South African sail-
ing expert Roger Martin.

Thirty-eight year-old JJ completed the construc-

. tion of Grinaker, which was estimated to be an eight-

month project, within the space of four months.

He did a degree in Building Science at UCT after
completing his military training and was a builder
before entering the world of yacht building in 1978.
JJ also runs a company called Action Yachting at
Royal Cape where they service yachts and sell yacht-
ing equipment. He is also involved in property devel-
opment.

One of the highlights in his long career occurred in
1973 when he was selected to sail for South Africa in
the Fireball World Championships in Torquay where
he took 26 th place from 60 entries.

In 1976, he started sailing keelboats and he record-
ed a win in Rothmans Week on a Muira called Sun-
dance Kid. i

He was the best placed Scuth African in the 1979
Fireball World Champs in Holland, taking an 11th
place overall.

JJ won the Rothmans Week Class 2, the Sonnet
Nationals and the Sprog Nationals within the space
of one month during that same year.

1980 was another very special year when he took
second place overall in the Fireball Worlds, this
time in Durban. He was awarded Springbok colours
in this year and also named yachtsman of the year.

He was again the best-placed South African at the
Fireball Worlds in Weymouth in 1981, capturing 6th
place overall. In 1982 he added the Stannic Match
Racing title to his long list of wins.

He sailed on the yacht Drum to Auckland in the
second leg of the Round the World Race in 1986.

JJ has been out of competitive sailing for five years
and has only now regained his interest.

“I would like to win the Joko Lipton Cup this year,”
he said with a twinkle in the eye when asked for his
future goals. “I would also like to do well in the
Mauritius race this year.”

Looking further ahead, JJ would love to take his
two daugthers Brigitte (15) and Dominique (12) on a
boat cruise once they are old enough. He is also
toying with the idea of the single-handed round the
world race. ]

He says that younger sailors should not listen too
much to what others have to say. “Believe in yourself
and do your own thing,’ he said. “And don’t take
sailing too seriously,” he added.




