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IN SHE GOES ... Lee McGregor's magnificent yacht. MD of Hulett Aluminium, Des· 
Winship, explains why his company's gave. a R100 000 sponsorship. Picture: Alan Coxon 

Grassy Park duo hit big-time boat building 
THE two Muslim brothers of 
(~rassy Park, Ismail and Fuad .Ja­
cobs, who built the beautifully 
lined Hulett Aluminium have be­
come acknowledged experts in the 
construction of aluminium yachts 
in South Africa. • 

Natalian Lee McGregor saw 
some of their work and liked it -
and the result was the biggest 
order they have had in the 10 
years they have been in business. 

It took them six months to com­
plete the welded-aluminium hull 

and the deck of McGregor's yacht 
at their boatyard in Johns Road 
near Princess Vlei. The buat was 
then shipped to Durban fur fit­
ting-out and launching. 

Ismail Jacob~. 41, told Top of 
the Times he had done his appren­
ticeship as a sheet-metal worker 
with Bennett's Engineering in 
Maitland, and had been with the 
firm 10 years before going on his 
own with his brother Fuad. ;t:i. ex­
foreman of one of the Cape'· lead­
ing yacht-construction firms. 

Aluminium, the brothers said, 
was becoming increasingly popu­
lar for boat-construction. "and we 
air •ady have quite a long waiting­
list of people wanting boats built 
by ll _,. 

• The .Jacobs brnthers, both of 
whom have been repairing or 
making boats since buy hood, have 
their own aluminium-built yacht. 
the 1-1,:l-mctre French-designed 
Double \'ision, berthed at Hoyal 
( 'aµc Yacht Club. 
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