
A super all-aluminium yacht, the ultimate cost of which will. be 
R500 000 and which has Just won a .RJOO 000 ocean-racing 
sponsorship from a major Natal company, was launched in 
Durban this week. ROGER WILLIAMS, who was at the 
launching, reports that the yacht was designed and built . .. at 
the Cape! 

A S EJ P£ R a 11-a I um in i u m 
yacht, designed and built in 
Cape Town and awarded a 
RlOO 000 sponsorship by a ma­
jor Natal industry, Hulett Alu­
minium, was launched in Dur­
ban harbour this week. 

Top of the Times wa there 
to see. it take to the water. 

The sleek, racey-looking 
ve1,sel with its midnight-blue 
hu_ll and clipper bow, is expect­
ed to co t around R500 000 
when fully rigged, and is of a 
type of construction said to 
have an export potential of 
more than R2 million. 

With an overall length of 
20,8 metres, Hulett Alumin­
ium is seen as a major con­
tender for line honours in the 
Crystic!Beachcornbe1· Crossing 
race from Mauritius to Durban 
next month, with its total en­
try of about 60 yachts. 

Cape-built 
yacht et 

ig atal 
funding 

The new flyer is 
another all-South African 
production in internation­
al class. Aluminium was 
chosen for its construction 
both for its lightness and 
corrosion-resistance and 
her:,ius<' it is pop11ll'lr at 
the top-end of the market 
overseas. 

Des Winship, MD of the 
Maritzburg-based spon-
ors, said at the ceremo­

ny, attended by a number 
of dignitaries including. 
Durban Mayor Stan 
Lange, that this sponsor­
ship symbolized his com­
pany's "faith in and sup­
port for.-the South African 
marine industry". 

Since the America's 
Cup· rules had been 
changed in 1974, allowing 
all-aluminium hulls, met­
a I yachts had gained 
ground dramatically, he 
said. The latest major vic­
tory for aluminium had 
come earlier this year, 
when Stars and Stripes 
had taken the America's 
Cup from Australian de­
fender Kookaburra III. · 

Originally called War­
lord but now bearing the 
name of its sponsors un­
der a one-year contract, 
Hulett Aluminium is 
owned by Lee McGregor, 
36, a well-known Natal 
sportsman. . 

The yacht bears a strik­
ing resem,blance to 
McGregor's former fa t 
cruiser Stormkaap, built 
specifically for the first 
Cape-to-Rio race in 1971. 

' 

The Jacobs brothers Ismail (left) and Fuad working on is a 
one-off Lavranos 43. Picture: Stewart Colman 

(McGregor bought the 
boat after its participa­
tion in the first race to 
Uruguay, in 1979). 

The sister-hulled 
Stormy, owned by Corne-._ 
lis Bruynzeel, had a 
clean-sweep win in the 
1973 race to Rio. 

Hulett Aluminium was 
designed for McGregor as 
a fast cruiser by Phil 
Southwell, a UCT com­
puter-science graduate 
who for nearly seven 
y ars has been designing 
at Lavranos and ,· oci­
ates, in Cape Town. 

And the hull of this 
handsome craft was built 
at Gra. sy Park by the Ja-

cob., brothers, Fuad and 
Ismail, who were invited 
to Durban for the launch­
ing. 

The hull was shipped to 
Durban recently, where a 
fur,her stage of the work 
wa,; carried out at the 
Darby] shipyard at Bay 
Head. 

Special features of the 
new yacht arc its twin 
rudders and its shallow 
but large-based keel (in­
corporating a centre­
boardl which means that 
not only can the boat be 
t. ·,-.nsported by road; it 
<" also be beached with 
c ... , focilit<1ting drying 
out in tidal areas for 

maintenance, and also 
giving the boat access to 
mariy arPas normally not 
reachable by yachts of 
this size. 

Winshin in his address 
said in l'li'I forms of trans­
port, aluminium was 
playing an increasingly 
impm·tant role. 

He added that all-alu­
minium yacht construc­
tion offered excellent ex­
port opportunities. The 
fact that it was preferred 
by yacht builders over­
seas, coupled with a fa­
vourable exchange rate, 
placed lhe Republic's 
yacht-building industry 
in an exc !lent position. 
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