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tacks to Liberty’s 21 and was 48 seconds be-
hind as they started the run. Australia II closed
on this leg and was 31 seconds down at the
turn. But it was all over when Bertrand sailed
into another windless patch on the final beat
and finished 1 pajnute and 33 seconds adrift.

The scorefva in favour of Liberty and
it could have| so gsl‘lyiﬁtn the other way
around. Both ‘boat$réquested a lay day but
Liberty’s requestvdsiont of time and Australia
II lost her allottyfaﬂ l);\w‘}‘day but lodged a pro-
test that during!thg $econd beat Liberty had
tacked too close: The{lay day was taken up
with the protest heafi
hours to hea M ]
and for the

ym Bob Bavier, one of
lub’s America’s Cup
Committee in “blifitpgand from the video
recording takerf of th cident from the
blimp, were that Liberty had given Australia IT
room to keep clear under rule 41.

They were:

“On the second windward leg of the
second race for the 1983 America’s Cup,
Australia IT on port tack and Liberty on star-
board tack converged. Australia I was moving
marginally slower than Liberty as a result of
having just tacked on to port tack, and she
was sailing about 15 degrees below close haul-
ed. When Australia II was about one boat
length from Liberty, her course was pointing
at the helmsman of Liberty. Australia II would
have passed astern of Liberty had Australia I
maintained this course.

from evidence givenjf
the New York Y

Liberty luffed to commence a covering
tack ahead and slightly to windward of Aus-
tralia II. Until Liberty reached head to wind,
the course sailed by Australia I was clearing
Liberty’s stern. As Liberty was luffing to-
ward head to wind, Australia IT put her helm
hard over to port in the locked position,
luffed and tacked very rapidly on to starboard
tack, clearing the stern of Liberty as Liberty
was completing her tack on to port tack. When
Australia II's bow and Liberty’s stern swung
towards each other, they cleared by about
four feet at their closest point™.

Day four. The first lay day. Charged to
Australia Il

Day five. Race three.

Conner stopped a new technique in the
pre-starts for this one. Liberty came in from
the starboard side of the course, met with
Australia II, did one half circle and headed
deep into the starboard side of the starting
area. It was there that circling really began
with six and a half minutes to go, but it only
lasted for two minutes and then they broke
off with Liberty on Australia II's stem, both
boats on starboard tack with sheets eased
heading towards the line.

Australia IT dragged Liberty to the middle
of the line and with a minute to go tacked on
to port, tacked back 30 seconds later and
went for the committee boat end of the line.
In the eight knot south-easterly breeze she
crossed the line 11 seconds ahead of Liberty
and held the right hand side of the course.

The first tack came after 10 minutes and
when Liberty went about she was four lengths
behind Australia II. 1t was a beat of 22 tacks

ABOVE: Australia II's keel unveiled for the first time after the final race of the America’s
Cup. TOP: John Bertrand at the helm of Australia //. Photographs: Jonathan Eastland
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each, Australia IT drawing away all the time to
round the weather mark 1 minute and 15
seconds ahead.

The veer was already showing and the first
reach became a port tack run with both boats
gybing to their Vmg lines. They put in eight
gybes each before rounding the wing mark
with Australia IT extending the lead to two
minutes. The second reach was by then a port
tack fetch but Liberty did try a genniker on
the leg and the gap between the two boats re-
mained the same.

The course was changed 60 degrees for the
second beat and Conner took Liberty out to-
wards the spectator craft on the starboard
tack lay line after an initial fifteen tack duel
and almost tricked Bertrand into going early
for the buoy. It chipped 14 seconds off his
lead but Conner then sailed into a flat spot on
the run as the wind faded away and the 5%
hour time limit began to run out. Australia I1
was 5 minutes 57 seconds up at the bottom
mark but the task of finishing in time was
hopeless and the time limit ran out with two
miles still to do.

Day six. Race three re-sailed.

With seven to eight knots of north-north-
westerly breeze the pre-start manoeuvres were
almost a carbon copy of the previous days.
Conner again went deep into the starboard
side but after seven minutes the wind had
backed so much that the race committee
signalled an abandonment and it was nearly
two hours before they got the race away.

By then the wind was in the south-west,
still blowing at seven to eight knots, and once
again Conner went for the starboard side,
holding there until the five minute gun. Then
as the two boats came back towards the line,
Bertrand became the aggressor, taking control
ahead and slightly to leeward of Liberty and
with one minute to go luffed hard leaving
Conner the option of being over early or tack-
ing in the restricted space in front of the
Committee Boat.

Conner chose the latter but when the gun
fired he was almost head to wind and had
difficulty in clearing the boat’s bow and long
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anchor cable. When Liberty started she was
doing no more than three knots while Austra-
lia II was up to seven. It allowed Australia II
to flip over on to port and cover Liberty.
Conner had wanted the right hand side of the
course but he had had to pay dearly for it.

It was 22 minutes before either tacked,
then Liberty threw around and an 11 tack
duel ensued with Australia IT gaining slightly
each time and able to go for the lay line first
to round 1 minute 14 seconds clear.

Conner chipped away at this lead on the
two spinnaker reaches, using more vang ten-
sion on Liberty’s main and closing the gap,
while heeling more, to 42 seconds by the
start of the second beat. Conner seemed de-
termined to make Bertrand work hard for his
win. There were 33 tacks each on the next
leg but by then Australia II was back to a
minute and a quarter margin. Then on the
square run Bertrand found some new speed
from Australia I1.

Her spinnakers are narrower than Liberty’s
— 13,4 metres across as opposed to 143
metres — and this shape enables Australia Il
to run more flat, taking her best Vmg closer
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to the rhumb line. The effect on this leg was
devastating, and Australia II rounded the
buoy to start the last leg with a 2 minute 47
second lead.

Bertrand started the leg with two short
tacks to puthim dead to windward of Liberty.
Conner must have realised that there was no
hope of passing him and did not tack often
in an effort to cause a mistake by the Austra-
lians. The final margin of win, greeted by a
cacophony of boat horns and sirens, was 3
minutes and 14 seconds, the greatest margin
of a challenger win since Valkyrie II beat
Defender in 1871.

Day seven. Lay day charged to Liberty.
Conner called for a lay day because the
forecast was for similar winds to those for the
re-sailed third race and the possibility that
they might be stronger the following day.

Day eight. Race four.

The hoped-for wind did not materialise;
there was instead eight to ten knots from the
south-west but a really aggressive ten minutes
of head-to-head manoeuvres prior to the start.

Conner did not, as at previous starts, run deep
into the starboard side of the starting area but
engaged Bertrand and began circling after a
minute and a half. With four and a half minutes
to go, Bertrand showed off the amazing turn-
ing circle of Australia 11, managing to gybe in-
side Liberty and by so doing grabbed the right
hand side of the course. Conner had been
fighting to that end but he then changed his
strategy, luffing hard and forcing Australia 11
head to wind. If Australia II has a weakness it
is that she has to fall off from these encounters
earlier than a heavier displacement boat. This
time however it was Liberty which bore off
first. With 2%, minutes to go she gathered
speed and tacked on to port towards Australia 1
1I. Bertrand answered with a tack off to the
right and tacked back aiming to start right by

ABOVE: Newport, Rhode Island, scene
of the historic America’s Cup battle.
BELOW: Alan Bond and designer Ben
Lexcen board Australia I/ to congratulate
the crew on winning the deciding
seventh race.

Photographs: Jonathan Eastland
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17 the Committee Boat on the gun.

Australia II was however late and Conner
was able to cross in front and out to the right
hand side of th urse. It was an audacious
move, a risky g0 hich_Conner might have
only pulled ha c%in #perate to win this
race. There wiBn¥ot®Wed pressure on him
and he knew he Jfic ‘&l_."ét to the strategically
correct right hand|[s\d the course.

Then three mihujgs fater Conner appeared
to have thrown xt‘a sawhy when Australia 11
tacked to parallel, “'&* tacked and went
right across hegre T hagd side and for a
minute, when@ertrand tacKed Pack, it looked

as though he RRCT S A
.Jn-?;(;‘-'

te

ner and his navi-
iseem to be able to

smell out the wing™
when Liberty tacked3
and went back to th
er control. &

There were o 3
the whole of the first leg; Australia II took six;
and the Americans led by 36 seconds at the
weather mark. The crew work on Liberty was
tardy; it took 18 secs for the spinnaker to be
up and drawing; on the other hand the work
on Australia was faultless, their set took only
seven seconds and they had a staysail up under
it before the Americans.

Liberty stretched her lead by another 12
seconds on this leg. Liberty always seemed to
have more vang tension than Australia 1] and
the mainsail appeared to give them a fraction
more speed on the reaches. The 48 second
margin was still there at the leeward mark
and there was a short flurry of five tacks be-
fore they settled down on a longish port tack.
Fifteen minutes later there were another six
tacks each and the gap between them began
to narrow.

It was Australia 11 which first broke clear

on to starboard tack when the veer began.
Conner held on and the veer continued so
that when she tacked, Liberty was on the in-
side of the shift and had re-gained all that she
had lost to Australia 1] earlier in the leg. No
longer was there the great boatspeed differen-
tial between the two boats upwind — the 2%
percent advantage which had been Australia II's
was no longer there.

After fifteen tacks each the two boats
rounded the weather mark 46 seconds be-
tween them. Once again Liberty lost some
ground with a bad spinnaker hoist — it took
her crew 25 seconds this time — and Australia
II’'s went up in seven. All down the run Bert-
rand tried to blanket Liberty but the only
effect was to gain two seconds early on and
then narrow the margin at the leeward mark
to 35 seconds.

Conner used the shifts and covered Bert-
rand up the final leg. At no time did the
Australians ever look as though they would
overtake and Liberty stretched her winning
margin to 43 seconds.

Day nine. Race five.

There was considerable doubt that Liberty
would make the start of the fifth race on time.
The hydraulic ram at the end of the port
spreader bent through the shore base and a re-
placement expressed out to the race course in
fast boats. Two of Liberty’s crew spent most
of the hour up the mast. Tom Rich and Scott
Vogel came down when they had cleared the
damaged ram away just a couple of minutes
before they had to go up again when the spare
arfived. They completed their job with only
two minutes to go to the ten minute gun. It
cannot have been easy for them up the mast
in 20 knot south-south-easterly breezes and a
lumpy sea and as soon as they were on deck
they ran into another problem. The genoa

that Conner had called for got jammed in the
head-foil and tore off some of the luff tape. It
necessitated a change of sails with Australia 11
in close attendance as the pre-start manoeuvres
were underway.

Bertrand harrassed Conner before the start
yet as the two boats came out towards the
line. With three minutes to go Australia was
ahead and to leeward of Liberty on starboard
tack. The pin end of the line was favoured by
five degrees and Bertrand’s aim was to be
there having forced Conner over early. He
succeeded with the latter but was also over
early. Conner tacked Liberty on to port with
30 seconds to go and dipped back across the
line. Bertrand was caught with nowhere to go
except over and he had to tack back to re-
start 37 seconds behind Liberty.

Both boatsheaded off on port with Liberty
ahead but to leeward. It was Australia 11 which
tacked off first, in search of more of the back-
ing shifts. Conner did not cover. He said after-
wards that he had felt that with their jumper
stay gone again the repair lasted twelve
minutes — they did not want to tack too often
and they thought that the next shift would
come from the right. Bertrand found a little
more from the left and came back after a
seven minute tack to be level with Conner.
There followed a 16 tack duel during which
Australia II crossed ahead of Liberty on the
seventh and pulled further ahead on each of
the tacks to round the windward mark with a
23 second lead. It was the fifth time in six
races that Australia II had led at the first

Liberty (left) and Australia Il going up the
first beat of the first race of the America’s
Cup. Conditions were rough considering
the normin Newportin September and it
was the heavier Liberty which won this
race by one minute and ten seconds.
Photograph: UPI
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mark.

Despite the pressure from Liberty. Aust-
ralia II held that lead on the first reach but
dropped five seconds on the second. There
was a flurry of four tacks at the start of the
second beat before they both headed off on

Alan Bond, head of the vic-
torious Australian syndi-
cate, holds aloft the Ame-
rica’s Cup, while a grin-
ning skipper John Bert-
rand (second from left)
keeps his hands on the
cup plinth.
Photograph:
Jonathan Eastland

port with Australia 1] keeping a loose cover
on Liberty.

Liberty went for a headsail change and
immediately began a 15 tacks in 12 minutes
duel to the layline. Each time they tacked,
Australia I gained about a quarter of a boat’s
length and at the weather mark she was one
minute and eleven seconds clear.

They set off down the run and Conner
closed on this leg to 52 seconds. If Liberty
had been loath to tack on the first beat, she
showed no sign of it on this one. Australia I]
covered every one and did thirty one tacks
before crossing the finishing line to wild scenes
from the spectators, one minute 47 seconds
ahead — the first challenger since Sir T.O.M.
Sopwith with Endeavour to win two races in
the America’s Cup. More importantly it
brought the scoreline to 3-2 in America’s
favour.

Day ten. Race six.

Liberty again went deep into the starboard
side of the starting area but Australia II went
off with her, chasing her all the way to a large

SA Yachting — November 1983

THE EXPERTS

“CHOOSING A YACHT OR HIGH SPEED MOTOR
LAUNCH NEEDS EXPERT ADVICE. SPEAK TO
ME PERSONALLY ABOUT YOUR

_ VOREQUIREN\ENTS".—BERTIE REED.

BUILDERS OF:

MOTOR LAUNCH.

Kearley's Marine

LOUW STREET, WELLINGTON. PH: 02211-31117

COMPASS 47 — CRUISING YACHT.
MONTEVIDEO 43 - FAST CRUISING YACHT.
BOBKAT 1222 — HIGH SPEED, TWIN-HULLED

IN ASSOCIATION WITH DESIGNERS:
ANGELO LAVRANOS AND BOB VAN NIEKERK.
TECHNICAL CONSULTANTS — LIEBENBERG & STANDER.

KM 006
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