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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

‘Winner’ Optimist dominates regatta

SURELY THE most distinctive feature of
the Optimist and Dabchick Inter-Provincial
Challenge and Junior National regatta at
Hermanus just before New Year was the
performance of the GRP “Winner” Optimist,
which swept the board with the first 20
places.

And, of course, Graham Bryant’s
domination of the “Oppie” races, his
experience of the European championships
giving him an edge of know-how and
confidence which obviously paid off.

The Danish “Winner” — some were also
imported from Spain, but are the same boat,
simply built under licence in Spain — is now
used by 90 percent of international “Oppie”
competitors and without doubt will totally
replace the local wooden fleet in time.

There is no difference in hull shape,
measurement or design. It is simply a
revised weight distribution which accounts
for the improved performance ... and there
must be a lesson here somewhere.

Of the six races, sailed in a wide variety of
wind conditions, Graham Bryant won four,
taking third and sixth places in the other
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two. His third place came in the third race,
when a 180 degree wind shift threw much of
the young fleet off its stride — but not
enough for the bridge to call an
abandonment.

In the sixth race, with the national
championship and selection for this year’s
international competition already secured,
Bryant had a bad start — “I think he was
tired, had lost motivation, was perhaps a bit
complacent with the title already in his
pocket,” national coach Hans Thijsse said
— and reached the first mark in 40th place.

It is a tribute to his skill and competitive
spirit, however, that Graham was able to
pull right through the fleet to cross the finish
in sixth place.

Competition was tight, with the overall
second (Gary Farrow) and third (Simon
James) close behind Bryant, although they
each won only one race compared with
Bryant’s four.

According to Hans Thijsse the most
improved sailors came from Natal, who
took fourth and fifth places, the first three all
hailing from WP.

Sixth place went to a visitor to Hermanus,

and a girl. Severine Rees-Jones, top girl in
the fleet of contenders, came to South
Africa from England specially for the
championships, and showed her strengths
by leaving all the other “misses” wallowing in
the 20s.

Dabchicks

The Dabchick championships were more
spectacular, with Clive Pettifer dislocating a
shoulder in a capsize in the second race, and
Hayley Brown being knocked unconscious
by a boom later in the regatta.

Pettifer was unable to sail after the
accident, but Miss Brown recovered and
went on to complete the regatta.

Stiff competition and consistently good
sailing among the front runners made the
Dabchick event an often nail biting series.
There was a big field of 87 competitors and a
full range of wind and wave conditions, with
a marked leaning in favour of the heavy-
weather skippers.

Oscar de Weyer made his mark by
winning the first race, but failed to finish the
second. This race, in fact sailed in winds
gusting up to 35 knots and with a heavy sea

running, wiped out more than a third of the
fleet and totally dashed the regatta hopes of
several competitors.

PSC ‘heavy’ Andrew de Vlieg, roared
home in that race, and with a second in the
next race to Oscar’s 10th, looked set to take
the series, which by now had established
itself as one of big blows and ‘surf-riding’ on
the unexpectedly (for the visitors) big waves
that whipped up on that deceptively
innocent-looking water. Of course, to the
locals the conditions were no surprise, and
they spent a good part of their regatta
alternately begging, pleading, cajoling and
finally demanding that competitors tie their
boats at night as though hurricane Hannah
was on her way.

The third and fourth races were won by
Gary Dent of ZVYC who, with a reputation
for good strong wind sailing, now entered
the lists.

Winner of the fifth race was again De
Weyer, and Michael Cheesman, another
member of the well trained ZVYC team,
came home with a good lead in the last race.

Consistency won the day, with Oscar de
Weyer winning the title from Andrew de
Vlieg, and Jonathan Swain a former
Optimist national champion, third.

The Dabchick fleet deserves to be
congratulated on a display of first-class
sailing, often in difficult conditions. There
was a noticeable lack of on or off-water
histrionics, bickering or protesting, and the
whole series was characterised by a sense of
fun and good sportsmanship that augers
well for the classes that attract these
talented youngsters when they move out of
Dabchicks.

A few random comments overheard
during the regatta:- *

e that most of the Oppie sailors need
coaching in starting techniques as multiple
General Recalls were the order of the day,
and

ethat after a few disqualifications for ‘illegal
propulsion’ the sculling and rocking
stopped, and vyachting’s youngest
exponents showed a heartening wealth of
fair play, guts and talent. Even more
encouraging was the noticeable lack of
nonsense from the parents.

For Sale
Endurance 40 Ferro hull. Built to specifi-
cation. Absolutely fair. Epoxied and ready

for fitting out. Stainless fittings throughout.
Phone: (011) 894-3554.

Absolute Gift
50” Angus Primose cold moulded wooden
hull 4 1/2 tons lead ingots. 24 sheets 3/4”
marin ply. LOA 50°. LWL 37, Beam 12'9”,
Draft 6'6”. Displacement 10 tons. Price
R12 000. Lying Empangeni. Contact Kincaid
(031) 72-7053 Evenings.

INTER PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

COMPETING FOR the first time,
Western Province took home the coveted
Inter-Provincial Inter-Schools trophy after a
two-day regatta that took place at the
Hermanus Yacht Club immediately
preceeding the recent Junior Nationals.
Many competitors had spent Christmas
at the regatta venue and so there was still a
festive spirit in the air as the racing started
on the morning of December 27. Soon
needle-sharp competitiveness took over,

Province, Eastern Province, Transvaal,
OFS and Natal battled for line honours.
Team members had won their places in the
provincial teams at inter-school events held
earlier in the year.

The Optimist and Laser trophies were
won by Natal (with Clynton Wade-[.ehman
and David Hibberd as the individual
winners), while the Dabchick and Mirror
honours as well as the overall Inter-
Provincial trophy went to Western

however,+ as top sailors from Western Province.

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS RESULTS

DABCHICK

1. O. de Weyer 1. DNE 106~ 3 1 2 247
2. A.de Vlieg 6 1 g o 1) 30,7
3. J. Swain Sz s (e 8 40,4
4. P. Hall 5 2 3 8 5 14 427
5. M. Cheesman 4456 6 956 43,1
OPTIMIST

1. G. Bryant 1 1 e o e 5,7
2. G. Farrow ) By R0 EE S 28,4
3. S. James 8.6 16 5" 33,1
4. |. Statham 8 .5 DL SO S T 42
5. J. Leidghton LIS Bt 8kl g 53
6. S. Rees-Jones 108 4.5 7 342 54

EVERY SAIL A
MASTERPIECE

The only way a sail can be built strong enough to stand
up to years of tough service, is to be carefully
finished by hand by skilled sailmakers. So every
Ellens & Hudson sail is a hand-finished
masterpiece.

65 North
Coast Road,
Durban, P.O. Box
40213, Redhill.
Telephone (031) 849391.
Agents:

Cape Town: Cape Canvas, 90' Wale
Street. Telephone: (021) 412521.
Representative:

Transvaal: The Boatique, Deneysville.
Telephone: (Deneysville) 190.

Discover for yourself why Ellens &
Hudson are the country’s
largest sailmakers, whose
sails have been tested
for value and
performance.

z

.

Ellens &
Hudson
(PTY)LTD 3
SAILMAKERS I

S

\\\K(((({(((((((((((((((((({((((((r

&
2

Yachtsman RSA February 1984

13




