OPTIMIST HIGHVELD GHAMPS ...

FORTY—FIVE youngsters gathered at Pre-
toria Sailing Club for the Optimist Highveld
championships. This was the first regatta on the
sailing calendar which was to count towards the
junior selection event, and the competition was
keen. In addition to skippers representing most
of the Highveld clubs, four entries were received
from the Virginia Primary School Sailing Club
in Durban.

Skippers of all ages competed in this event
and special prizes were awarded to the first
yachtsman under 12 years of age, as well as to
the first girl to finish. Both these prizes went to
young Clara Hooyberg of Pretoria whose con-
sistent sailing earned her a worthy second overall
place in the competition in addition to the
special awards.
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The first race, sailed in good steady winds,
was won in fine style by Jos Hooyberg with his
older brother Nicky close behind. Clynt Wade-
Lehman took third place and was followed by
Kim du Venage and the third Clare Hooyberg.

Simon Johnson took the next round from
Nicky, Kim and Geoffrey Page while the third
race was won by the eventual winner, Pretoria’s
Nicky Hooyberg. Clynt took second place fol-
lowed again by Kim and Clara and at this stage
very little separated these two girls.

Winds on the Sunday were light and patchy
with the odd gust coming through to upset the
fleet. Once again Nicky took the gun with
Durban’s John Leighton and Clynt Wade-Leh-
man close on his heels. Tommie Kasselman
took fourth place with last year’s winner, Gary
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Crawford, and Clara in hot pursuit.

The last round was won by Clara after an
indifferent start, with Nicky in second place and
Tommie, Gary and John filling the next three
places.

The standard of sailing in this class has steadily

improved over the last few years which is evi- g4

dent by the small points difference between the
first eight boats to finish.

Hilda Aspeling, Heidi von Bredow, Bev
Sawyer, Charles Young, Clynt Wade-Leh-
man who came third and Simon Johnson
were part of the fleet of 44 Optimists
competing in their Highveld champion-

ships. Jo Beenhakker
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62 RESULTS:

I Nicholas Hooyberg — PSC (6): 2 Clara Hooy-
berg (29,7): 3 Clynt Wade-Lehman — VPSSC
(31,4);: 4 Kim du Venage — PSC (33,4); 5
Tommie Kasselman — BSC (36,7); 6 Simon
Johnson — TYC (38,7): 7 John Leighton —
VPSSC (41): 8 Gary Crawford — BSC (49,7);
9 Jos Hooyberg (56); 10 Geoffrey Page — PSC
(62).

Under 12 years: —

1 Clara Hooyberg: 2 Clynt Wade-Lehman:
3 Simon Johnson.

One week after the Optimists Highvelds, the
Dabchick championships were held at Spurwing
Yacht Club. Many of the Optimist skippers took
part in this event which attracted a relatively
small fleet of 34 boats.

Heavy weather conditions prevailed during
the two days of sailing which proved to be most
taxing to the juniors. On the Sunday, winds
gusting to 30 knots caused great havoc in the
fleet, and only nine of the youngsters managed
to finish the race. It was decided to cancel the
last race and to base the championships on the
best three of the four races sailed.

David Bate of Victoria Lake Club was a con-
vincing winner to take the first two races and
gain one second place. His closest rival was
Martin Lambrecht of Pretoria who was runner-
up in two of the rounds and took the gun in the
final race.

Competition for the next six places was keen
with positions changing after every race. Three
of these youngsters were under 15 years of age
and did well to keep up with the leaders, and
two of them, Bruce Morley and Lester John-
stone, were among the few finishers in the last
race.

RESULTS: DABCHICK HIGHVELD

1 David Bate (3); 2 Martin Lambrecht (6):
3 Glen Green (18); 4 Hans Ritky (21,4); 5 Jens
Bol(22,7), 6 Bruce Morley (31,4); 7 Martin Prest
(34); 8 Lester Johnstone (35,7): 9 Andrew
Mackie (41); 10 Tommie Kasselman (45).
Under 15 years: —

1 Bruce Morley; 2 Martin Prest.

Transvaal Youth Contest

In Lasers and Mirrors

The third regatta for the younger skipper was
the Transvaal Youth Championships held
during the last weekend in September. Lasers
were chosen for the single-handed boat which
attracted 23 starters of whom five only were
under 16 years of age. Only one girl, Belinda
Klaasse of VLC, took part in this section.

The two-man dinghy chosen was the Mirror,
where in contrast to the Lasers, the under 16
skippers dominated the championships. This
would seem to indicate that the Mirror is per-
haps not the ideal boat for the older youth, and
that the problem of a two-man youth class has
not yet been resolved.

The loss of junior skippers to senior dinghy
classes has been troubling the Transvaal Sailing
Association, and it has been decided to form a
dinghy sub-committee, as the catamarans have
done. One of the aims of this committee will be
to encourage juniors who have outgrown the
junior classes, to progress to the various senior
dinghy clas:

Oscar de Weijer of Benoni was a clear winner
in the Lasers, while a close tussle for second
place developed between Martin Lambrechtand
Andrew de Vlieg, both from Pretoria Sailing
Club. Oscar had a poor first round but then
never looked back to take the gun in three of
the rounds and gain one second place.

The Mirror class was completely dominated
by George Amoils with Clive Walker of East
Rand. They were winners of every race and
were often so far ahead of the fleet as to catch
up with the tail-enders in the Lasers. Tommie
Kasselman with Juliette Crawford were worthy
runners-up with their fine consistent sailing. As
the first three places were taken by skippers

under 16 years, they also won the special medals
in this section.

Light to moderate winds were experienced
during the first day of racing, but by the Sunday
it had dropped considerably, making tactical
racing very difficult.

RESULTS — TRANSVAAL YOUTH CHAM-
PIONSHIPS

Laser:—

1 O de Weijer (3): 2 M Lambrecht (18,7); 3 A de
Vlieg (32,7); 4 G Shaw — PYC (34.4).

Under 16 years: —

1. Richard Weiderhold.

Mirror: —

1 G Amoils, C Walker (0): 2 T Kasselman and J
Crawford (12; 3 Jand G Hughes (24,4); 4 Vivian
Plant, Cheryl Waskis (32,4).

Jo Beenhakker

TRANSVAAL YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS

1 H and K Ralph with V Plank and C
Waskis who came fourth and Andrew
Mackie with A Rossaak.
Martin Lambrecht, the runner-up.
The_winner, Oscar de Weijer of Be-
noni.
Philip Lambrecht of PSC.
Rounding the mark in a near drifter.
Belinda Klaasse, the only girl in the
Lasers.
Congentrating in keeping his Laser
moving.
Andrew and Stephen Pitt who were
defending their title.
lan Gooden of BSC.

Chris Scheurwater
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