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gl!t some co-ordination going for the future.
The first race for the Sardinia Cup was an
Olympic Triangle of 25 miles. The seas were
flat and a pleasant breeze, about Force 3
blew down the coast. The· wind died towards
the end of the race which, together with the
time-on-distance
handicapping
system
which was used throughout the series,
favoured the big boats. The race was won by
"Midnight Sun" from Sweden followed by
"Tatoosh" (U.S.A. team Frers design).
Afterthe race, the German team put on a
fabulous party. A local restaurant was taken
over and all crews invited. We arrived to
find tables laden with seafood and an ample
supply of wine. This turned out to be only
the prelude to many parties and dinners
which were given not only for owners but the
crews as well. Certainly from this aspect, it
was the best series most of us had ever been
to.
The next race was the middle distance
race starting at Porto Cervo, around the
north coast of Sardinia to a buoy in Asinara
Bay, then return, a total of 145 miles. It was
a spinnaker reach at the start with a light
wind which increased gradually during the
daylight hours and had the fleet moving
steadily towards the mark which was
rounded about 2200. The breeze died as
expected on the beat back just after
midnight and the fleet split up looking for
the new wind. Most went insliore on to the
Sardinia Coast. Daylight came as we
approached the Bonifacio Straits and the
land breeze began to die. As soon as we
rounded the corner on to the east coast, the
wind filled in and we had a beat back to the
finish with heavy No. 1 genoas. Apart from
the calms during the night between the land
and sea breezes we'd had a good sail, again
flat blue seas, warm weather ?.~d a variety of
sailing conditions. The race was won by the
new German boat "Suca" which ·was
designed by Doug Peterson. The Italians
were 2nd, 3rd and 4th which put them
firmly in the lead, Germany second and the
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U.S.A 5th.
Race 3 was another triangle of 23 miles
which "Midnight Sun" won again after
protesting the Race Committee. Apparently
the course was shorter than it was supposed
to be which affected the time-on-distance
handicapping. "Midnight Sun" won the
protest and was moved up from second to
first. "Tatoosh" was second again and the
new "Acadia" (Peterson design for U.S.A.)
was third which pulled the Americans up
into the third slot behind the Italians and
Germans.
The next day was a lay day and then we
did the long race - 380 miles from Porto
Cervo, through the Bonifacio Straits and
across to the Hyere Islands off the Coast of
France and return. It was a slow start with
spinnakers but most of the fleet had reached
the West coast of Corsica by evening when
the wind finally died completely. The new
breeze soon filled in from the North West
and increased steadily - the infamous
Mistral. By the time we reached the Hyeres,
we were slogging into a 40 knot head wind
and the forecast was for Force 9. The
majority of the fleet rounded just after
midnight, set spinnakers but were soon
down to poled out headsails as the seas
increased. The Australians who had chartered the Italian yacht "Milady" however
were not so lucky. When only 400 Metres
from a lee shore, the rudder, complete with
stock, just dropped out of the bottom of the
boat. Fortunately they drifted clear and the
German yacht "Vineta" which had seen her
distress flares, stood by until the Naval
escort vessel arrived. "Vineta" declared that
she had lost about 55 minutes but was
severely prejudiced due to the deteriorating
weather before rounding the islands. The
Race Committee awarded her 5 hours as
compensation and also critisized the other
unidentified boats in the vicinity which had
not gone to "Milady's" aid. The other
casualty was the Spanish yacht "Potitos"
(Ex 2 ton cup winner "Iorana" - Ron

The group of South Africans at the Sardinia Cup. Back Row. Steve Meek.; Edenne van
Cuyk; Eric Thesen; David Bongers; Clive Tatenall; John W eat; Phillip Wade. Front
Row. Robbie Meek; Esme Beamish and Fay Thlenhuls. This photograph was taken by
Ed Dubois.
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Holland) which lost her carbon fibre rudder
and also ended up in the French port.
The wind increased to 50/ 55 knots with
large breaking seas and the boats headed for
home at spectacular speeds. "Panda" (39
footer designed by Ed Dubois - British
team) only had their spinnaker down for an
amazing 3 hours and reported reaching
speeds of 18 knots. The owner said the
whole boat was making a humming noise.
On "Milene" we set poled out headsails and
were surfing regularly at 13-15 knots and
took a knockdown in the process, breaking
some deck gear. Shortly after daylight the
boats funnelled in on the Bonifacio Straits
all with spinnakers set as the wind had
decreased to about 30 knots by this time.
There were some wild reaches down the
coast of Sardinia. The race was dominated
by the Dubois boat which revelled in the
heavy weather. First was "Panda" helmed
by South African Robbie Meek. John West,
who works for Ed Dubois and is also from
Cape Town was also in the crew. Second was
the other Dubois boat "Dynamo" with
Robbie's brother Steve on board racing for
the Canadians. "Yena" (Peterson) for Italy
was third. The Americans were all well
placed and due to the double points for this
race, they took the lead followed by Italy
and Canada.
After the long race, there was · a well
deserved lay day during which a sail board
regatta was staged on the beach adjacent to
the marina. Each yacht was allocated a
brand new board and had to organise a relay
team of 3 crew members, each doing one
round of a triangle course. First prize was a
new board donated by the manufacturers.
From there we were transported to another
beach for a fabulous braai. A band was laid
on at the American party that evening with
plenty of more free liquid refreshment.
The net result was that the following
morning found many rather subdued crew
members at the start of the fifth and final
race.
The race was a triangular course of 26
miles finishing off at the entrance to Porto
Cervo. The breeze was light and shifted just
after the start which turned the second beat
almost into a fetch. "Tatoosh" took first,
"Brava" (Valicelli chartered to the
Canadians) second, and "Midnight Sun"
third. This was enough for the Americans to
retain the lead and win the 1980 Sardinia
Cup. Italy was second and Germany third.
"Yena" designed by Peterson and with Gary
Wiseman of North Sails at the helm, sailed
well throughout the series and although her
best result was only third, it was consistency
which made them top scoring boat. "Tatoosh" was second followed by "Container",
a new German boat designed by Peterson.
Everyone that I spoke to was of the same
opinion - the racing scene in Sardinia is a
"MUST" and most were making plans to be
back in 1982 or even in 1981 for the World
Two Ton Cup, which Yacht Club Esmeralda
will also host. Sardinia has definitely carved
itself a notch in the Ocean Racing Calender.
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LATEST FROM LAVFIANOS
Yachtlng In South Africa and Rothmans
Week as an event received .a tremendoua
boost with the launching of two brand new
Two Tonners a matter of days before the
event.
Both are near sisterships, with the major
difference being in the method of construction. Dieter Mielke's yacht is constructed in
aluminium, whilst Niel Baileys yacht was
constructed in cold moulded timber.
In the design brief, both owners stipulated an all round approach with appeal and
resale value - whilst having to fall within the
owners specified budgets, yet still being able
to compete at grand prix level.
Consequently neither is extreme or flat
out, and though not aimed at a specific
locality, should on average get first class
results.
By not having a 7/ 8ths rig, they may have
a slight tactical d-isadvantage in large fleets
in terms of their tacking speed and acceler-

tion. On the other side they have a m.ore
reliable and a more easily understood rig.
As size increases the advantages of the
7/8ths rig tend to diminish. Two boats I was
involved with years ago at Sparkman and
Stephens were the 60' SIRENSONG and the
53' SISKA (Taskers Old One). Both were
unspectacular with their 718th rigs, and
after changing to a masthead rig, Siska's
performance was radically better.
These Two Toners are lightish, with g<>od
firm stability and a low centre of gravity.
They also have a very high sail area/bull
ratio and penalised DLF for low displacement.
SPECIFICATIONS.
LOA 12,245
BEAM 3,944
DRAFT 1,262
DISPLACEMENT 6380 KG (IOR)
L 10,363
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