
By beating the sloop Kialoa, best ocean-racer on the Pacific coast , and leading in the fleet hands-down in the subsequent Trans-Pacific 
Race last month , Kees Bruynzeel 's Stellenbosch-built ketch Stormvogel has firmly established herself as the hardest-sailed ship of the past 
decade. No yacht can approach her distance record-156 ,000 miles in six years, the equivalent of once round the world every year . She 
has put up fastest time in 30-odd of the 40 major races in which she has entered. Her designer, Ricus van de Stadt, is also responsible for 
South Africa's entry in next year 's Singlehanded Transatlantic Race. The above picture, courtesy of " Sea and Pacific Motor Boat", shows 
the new bowsprit rig , and her owner describes the big race for you below , day by day in a report airmailed from Hilton Hawaiian Village , 
Honolulu .•. 

'VOGEL DOES IT AGAIN! 
BANG! five-minu te gun a nd 71 yachts . in fou r cla ses 

are jockeying aro und for the best po ition to tart 
the Tran pac Race fro m San Pedro (Los Angeles) to 

Hono lulu , 2 ,250 m ile " down h ill" over the Pacific Ocean. 
A wi e race co mm ittee has laid out the starting line in 

s uch a way that the popular windward buoy is "fu rth er 
away from Honolulu than the leeward buoy''. So we de­
cide to aim for the leeward end of the line. notwi th landing 
that we expect qu ite a crowding there. But no. the in tine! 
for a windward position brings most of the competitors 
cram ming to windward. Onl y a bout I 0 yachts of the 
mailer cla e aim for the leeward buoy. 
The cour e i a po rt-ta ck one. we want to tart that 

way. Going for the line a larboard tack yacht threaten 
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to poil o ur tart. But we have luck. she tacks for the line. 
12 .00 gu n! A few econd la ter we are over. doing nine 

k:iots. We easily pass the sma ller yachts near by. a nd wit h­
in a minute S1o m1 vofiel is leading t he fleet - a g reat 
moment. 

It is fo r the spectator what they expect: S1or111vogel 
has bu ilt up a great reputation by beating Kialoa II , known 
as the fastest American yacht o n the West oast. with 
three stra ight win in a series of five m a t h-race for the 
Cal ifornia Cup earlv in Jul y. 

S1or111vogel wi th her new 5-ft. bow prit. her genoa with 
a foot of nearly 56 ft.. spinnaker' foo t of nearly 60 ft.. 
ha become a reallv fast yacht now. also in light and 
medium wind . But her rating has gone up to: 76 ft.. corn-
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pared . wit h Kialoa's 63 .39 a nd a nother 73 ft. yacht . 
111dac10us, .57.62 ... So we have to give Kia/oa 14 h our 
time 111 this 10-day race . . A 11dacious l 9 ho urs, a nd the 
mallet of the 13 yacht 111 clas A , Orie111 . I day and 9 

hours! 
. Only Serena, a beauti.ful 83 ft. schoo ner, has to gi ve us 

time: J hour a nd 20 minu tes. To the ma llest yacht in the 
fleet, D c la s Tranquil/a with a rating or 26.64. we have 10 
allow 4 day a nd 9 h o urs! 

o we have n.o hope fo r a good corrected time position. 
but we a re fighting fo r .. fir t yacht in" ho no urs. 

In the la t Transpac .( 1965) Stormvof(el nea rl y made it. 
but wa bea ten b y 6 minu tes b y the famou Tico11derof.!a. 
But now we have her fo rmer owner. Bo b Johnson on 
board as navigator! 

But Serena , who ca n et a go ll y wobbler of I 0.00 sq . ft. 
:-vhen r<!:ach111g (more than a ll o ur reaching sai ls combined) 
1s a serto us co ntender fo r "first o ver the fini h''. An yway. 
for the m o ment we are lea ding. 

Kialoa a nd Audacious et a cou rse for ata lin a. a tra-
ditional landmark with the usua l weste rl y wind . But now. 
under very unusual conditions. with ea lerl y winds. we 
have deci ded for the sho ne t course. the Great ircle 
cou rse. Our decisio n i a l o influe nced by the fact that t he 
traditional "high" which determines the st re ngth of the 
north-weste rl y win ds a nd no rm a ll y ca uses the fleet 10 
ta~e a co urse well so uth of the rumbline. more tha n 100 
miles longer than Grea t ircle co urse. is now located 
hundred of miles nort h of its usua l positio n. 

We a re ta k ing a ri k . a nd the decision wa ta ken after 
lengthy discussions wi th the afterguard: the watch-captains 

Peter Underberg a nd Ben Mitchell (a metereo logica l ex­
per~)_ a nd B.ob Jo.hnso n. o ur na viga tor. It is a n import a nt 
dec1s1on which might ma ke the difference between succes 
and fai lure! 

We ha ve eriou doubt s as we see Kialoa and A udacious 
on a co urse 15 miles m o re outh tha n ours di a ppea r in 
the haze of atali na. Onl y Serena . the chooner follows 
our co urse. 

. Aft~r a few hours of fa t reaching a t 10 knots. the wind 
give 111 . The newspa per had pred ic ted th at, on accoun t of 
unusual l1gh1 weather condition s. thi s Tra nspac would be 
the lowest in h istory! And there we a re. drifting in a 
vacl!um with nea rl y steerage way a nd there come Serena . 
carr~cd by the last of the breeze. a '"bone in her teeth" . 
pa mg us o n her momentum. then loos in g steerage way 
and making a circle arou nd u . 

After hours of drifting. a light breeze comes in from 
the wet. 

.Even clo e- ha ul ed we ca nn ot m a ke o ur co urse. Serena 
"'.•th her schooner rig has to leer a fu ller course. We loose 
1ght of he.r. On the last ray of the etting sun we see two 

yachts, a stngle a nd a do uble t icker. a bo ut six mile astern . 
fhe sloop Kialoa a nd the yawl Audacious? 

This means we ha ve a good lead. But w~ a re not sure. 
The light breeze ho lds durin g the night a nd veer o 

we: can lay o ur cou r e. All wo rks we ll. but a re not sure of 
Kwloa and A 11dacio u.1. 
July 5 

. At 15 .. 00 volun ta ry ro ll -cal l. All yachts a re requested to 
give their noon position to a designated ya ht in thei r 
clas . Novia d e[ M ar is las A. All reportin g yacht a re 
more than 30 miles a tern of S1or111vogel . who has done 
<?nly 109 miles in the first 24 ho urs of the race due to th e 
light wtnds. Kialoa and A udacious do not a nswer t he 
voluntary roll-ca ll. nor doe Serena. but she is seen b y 
another yacht about 30 miles astern of us. 

By m':1tual arra ngement these three yacht and Storm­
vogel. will report to each other at 3.00 o'clock in the 
morn111g. so a . not to di close their position to the smaller 
ya ht who m!ght take ad vantage of this knowledge. o 
we have to watt anot her 12 hour before we know how we 
are! Our . hopes are high. That morning at 3. O we get 
c~ntact wnh Kialoa: he i JO mile astern. wi th A uda-
c10111. o report from ere11a. 
July 6 
An~ther day of light wind . The a fternoon watch from 

2.00 !tl! .00 p .m. log 6 miles in 6 hour ! The Pacific 
0 ean 1 smooth as a mirror. We use flagline a sheets 
for our 3.000 q. f. reaching jib and 1 ounce spinnaker 
but c~nnot keeo the sails filled. · 

It t 10 o' lock in the evening before a north-we ter 
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breeze devel op . Th i may be the custo mary wind giving 
a clo e reach first . then a broad reach and , th rough north 
veertng to ea t. a sptnnaker ' run to Hawaii. 

G;adually we. gather . speed: . 4 knot . 5, up til I 8, then 
~ack !? 4. teen ng up 111 the ligh t winds and fuller in the 

puff we try to make the bes t speed. 
At noo n we have. covered a nother 100 mile . At ro ll 

call we arc sllll lead ing the re porting yacht wi th at least 
JO miles. Sere11a has uddenly a ppea red a t the ho rizon to 
w111dward a nd at a fuller co urse cro eel a m ile aste rn. She 
mus.t have go t the benefi t o[ last ni ght' s north-west wind 
earlier tha.n we. But how ha ve o ur two other enemies 
fa red. Their co urse was nea rl y 30 mile outh of o urs. W ill 
the):' ha ve go t . the north-west earlier than we? Onl y our 
radio co mmu111ca11on to-night will tell . 
. We. dur111g the af-tern oon. found the no rth -wes t freshen­
tng lo 20 kn ots. We a re reaching 10- 11. o meti mes even 
12 knots! 
July 7 

Good new .. During the night we go t in radio communi­
catio n wit h K1a/oa She re ported a position 27 m iles aft 
of o ur . She 1s . ne:irly 40 miles o uth of us, pro ba bl y fol­
low111g the tra d111 ona l so utherl y co urse. A udacious is a bout 
7 mile a head of her. So ii seem s th a t o ur great-ci rcle 
co ur e pays off. Jn. two days o f light winds. where we 
o.vered o nl y. 182 mile . we ha ve a lea d of 27 mile o ver 

Kwloa . 20 miles o ver Audacious a nd one mile o ver Serena 
The rest of the fleet i far a tern. · 
And . we ha ve a fai r wind. 12- 15 knots. W it h ba ll oo ner 

a nd m izzen- taysail we a re ma king I 0-11 kn ots. The day' 
run. from noon ye terday to noo n today is 248 miles! 
more th a n I 0 kn~ts a verag.e . So we a re a ll in a good 
m ood ._ ready to en1oy our dinner. Lo tta Lindeberg. Peter's 
wife. 1 a n excellent cook. And in the race. where he ha 
to c~?k for 14 hungry men, she ha the help of a "ga lley 
s la ve . Tom Brenn a n. He ha d volunteered as a pa re crew 
At the last moment we discovered that we would be I :i 
on board. a n unlucky number. 

That gave Tom a chance . 
And what a luck .he brough t us: turkey. fresh fruit a nd 

even a n o l!! fit to print the menues ! His motto: .. Feed the 
bea ts we ll wa beh ind yesterday's menu : 

California R oast T o m Turk ey 
H o! gra vy 

Dressing and vegewbles 
Lo 11c1's special dessert: 

Fre.1/i strawherries wi1h sourcrea 111 
a nd today : 

Bisaue of T o m ato So up 
French lamb chops 

Gree11 heam~rice-grav1• 
Sweetie's Swedish cheeseca-ke, 

par excellence. 

(Continued on page 54) 

C. . B., of ~tell~nbosch, receives congratulations from Kialoa 11 's 
skipper, Jim Kilroy, after his three straight wins in an America 's 
Cup-styl~ se~ies of boat-for-boat match races off Los Angeles. 
This California Cup contest attracted almost as much attention 
on the Pacific as the international tussle between t he Twelves off 
New York . Photo by SEA 



'VOGJEL'S 
TRIUIVIPB 

(Continued from page 21) 

July 
Again a good day: 219 miles. Yesterday afternoon we 

et pinnakers; the wind. as expect•~d. bad veered to NNW. 
so we have the wind aft of the beam and can ju t carry 
the "chute". 

At roll ca ll in the af,ternoon it appears the other are 
a lso doing well. a few yachts in om Cla s A report a day's 
run of more than 200 miles. 

We have made radio contact with Serena , from whom 
we had not beard ince the start. We will contact her again 
tonight and ask her position. Are we still ahead? We saw 
her last when she crossed our stern. 

July 9 
During the night we do get her position. She is about 

30 miles south of ours. but about 10 mile astern. Kialoa, 
till farther south, has gained a little on us. she is now 23 

miles astern. Only Audacious' position remains a mystery. 
In the ear ly morning hour the wind veered further to 

NNE. To keep the wind on our quarter, we have to leer 
30 degrees north of our cou rse. The port tack should keep 
u nearer to our great-circle course·. 

We decide to gybe. 
Our new course is 15 degree south of the Great Circle 

course. It also bring u nearer 1!0 our competitor who 
follow a more southerly route. It seems a good decision. 
At roll call. our noon position indicates a run of 230 
miles. better than the day before. whereas 1he other re­
porting yachts all c vered less than the other day. 

So we have increased our lead . a nd it looks if we also 
save our handicap on them. Of course. the position of our 
biggest competitors. Kialoa and Serena , we will hear only 
tonight! 

July 10 
And we got them on the radio all right : Kialoa , 71 

m ile a tern and Serena 34 miles aft! 
And we are going on. The wind i not strong. 10-15 

knots . sometimes down to 5-10 knots. but with a ll five 
sails well trimmed (main. mizzen. spinnaker. spinn aker stay­
sail and mizzen pinnaker. flown high as a kite) we manage 
to do 9-11 knots. It is unbelievable. Sitting in the cabin. 
one hardly feels any movement ; one does not hear a 
ound. at 10 knots and better. 

We have a very good crew. 
Two watch captains: Peter Lindeberg. m y Swedish friend 

who skippers S1or111 voge f when I am not on board. has the 
fir t watch. Ben Mitchell. who in Los Angeles has a repu­
tation for hjs weather knowledge in the Transpac. is in 
charge ·Of the second watch. Roland Lennox-King from 
New Zealand. and Hans Schuller from Germany are "old 
hands". o.n . board since the Sydney-Hobart race. It years 
ago .. are JOtned b y Derek Yance (Great Britain) and J im 
Sandi on (U.S.A.) who both sailed with Stormvogel in the 
Sydney-Hobart. and complemented by local talent. Dick 
Commich , ~alpli Wil on from San Francisco and Dough 
Hume. Austin Peeple from Los Angeles all enthusiastic 
a nd experienced ocean racers. ' 

The watches are four-hour watches during the night 
(~- 1 2. 12-4. 4-8) and six hours during the dav (8-2. 2-8). 
giving a good rest after the night watches. Meals are: 
Preakfast- 7.30 and 8.00. lunch- ·1.30 and 2.00. dinne r-
7.30 and 8.00. So the upcoming watch is wetl fed when 
starting duties. and the off-comin.c: watch have their meat 
in comfort. Efficientlv served by Cook Lotta and assistant 
Tom. Furthe rmore there is our navigator, Bob Johnson . 
former 01,.ner of TiconderoRa. who is now here to see 
Stormvogel finish first. 

With su t' li a perfect crew life for me is easy: taking 
decisions after having heard atl expert opinions and giving 
encouragement to the crew. for instance through a note 
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o n the instrument panel : 
H elmsman , go to H . .. 
and go there fast. 
Mak e miles 
if possible 0 11 a course 240-250. 

C.B. 
(It was verbally explained that H ... stands for Honolulu.) 

July 11 
The night report again brought good news: Kiafoa, 110 

miles astern, and Serena, 6 1 miles! They are now at about 
the same latitude as Stormvogel, so we are between them 
and H onolulu. This mea ns that there is le chance that 
they will get different (better) weat her condition than we. 
Furthermore. K ialoa ugge led that we all answer the nor­
ma l roll call in the 11 fternoon (which we have done all the 
time) and no more " ecret communications" between the 
three of us. 

This means that we in the afternoon will know all noon 
positions of A las boats. Onl y Audacious is still silent, 
but maybe she will cha nge her mind a nd report at the 
normal roll call? 

The weather is not so good. There a re "squall " a ll 
around us . but instead of bringing wind they c:iuse flat 
calms. Once we lost even steerage way and turned around 
360° ! 

But now. 9 a.m .. we are going again . both spinnakers 
pulling and making 7 knots with a 5-knot wind? But it 
does not last. Mo;e depressions a bsorb the wind. 

At noon we have covered on ly 170 miles since yesterday 
noon . Maybe the others did just as badly ? No. roll call 
disclo es that Kialoa did 200 miles. and went all south. 
Serena fo ll owed our course but did much better: 195 miles. 

So our lead a t noon is reduced to 62 miles over K ialoa. 
a nd 3 1 miles over Serena. 

And the weather does no t improve. " Depressions" all 
around . absorbing the wind when they pass. and onl y to­
morrow we will know how the others are doing. 

July 12 
Another "black" day. Notwithstanding. both watches did 

thei r very be t to keep Stonnvogel "going". adjustin g 
sheets. changing sp'nnakers. setting the ba ll ooner. gybing. 
to ma ke the be t of changing Light a nd ''no winds". The 
days run , however. i only 144 miles. 

Serena did better. by afternoon we see her abeam! On 
he r " chooner course" (broad reaching) she crosses our 
track three miles astern. Kiafoa reports a position. much 
more south. as expected . a nd no more than 30 miles as tern. 
So we lost a nother valuable 30 miles to her. 

But now. 4 o'clock in the aft ernoon the future look 
bri(lhter. The wind has freshened to about 15 knots and. 
with our 2.2-ounce full size pinnaker and mizzen spin­
naker. and following sea we travel at speeds from I 0- 15 
knots. Serena drop~ astern . and if this wind holds. to­
morrow's rotl call should show a gain on Kialoa. 

We still have 840 miles to go to H onolulu and much 
can happen if our luck (a nd wind) sta nds up? 

July 13 
Yes. we had a good day, a rea lly good day. With a 

good. steadv easterly breeze at the port quarter. our day's 
run noon 12 / 7 till noon 13 / 7 has been 225 miles. Rotl 
<" II discloses that Serena is now 15 m!les astern and 
K ialoa 42 miles. So we are wetl in the lead again. but not 
enough to save our time on Kiafoa (Serena has to give us 
time). and Audacious has not yet given her position. so she 
can be anywhere. 

The good weath~r conditions remain. we reach-run at 
10 knots and better. the un shines brightl y. What more 
can we expect from life! 

July 14 
Another glori.ous day. sunshine '<Ind a good following 

breeze. Our gauge wind shows 10-15 knots and as we are 
trave ll ing about 10-15 knots. actual wind is 20-25 knots. 
Dead astern. But with this strength, we can afford to run 
straight before it. savi ng the extra milage which follows 
gybing and gybing. as the schooner has to do. 

Our run from n,.,on till noon is 234 miles. Roll call 
hows Serena 30 miles astern. and Kialoa 62 miles. So we 

gained another 15 miles on the schooner and 20 on Kialoa. 
(Continued on page 56) 
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DE UTZ 
KLOCKNER- HUMBOLDT -· DEUTZ AG- KOLN 

World-famous Deutz reliability. coupled with Al 
service from the Technical Division of Combined 
Sea Traders. singles out the SFL 410 Marine Diesel 
as the engine for the yachtsman and small boat en­
thusiast. 
These are reliable compact high speed engines. of 
robust construction and low weight. and are available 
in Single or Twin cylinder Air Cooled form with con­
tinuous Horse Power Ratings from 7.5 to 21. 

OCEANA HOUSE, LOWER BURG ST., CAPE TOWN 
TECHNICAL DIVISION : PHO~JES 2-7741 & 71-5877 
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'VOGEL (Continued from page 54) 

A udacio us still ha not been on the ai r. Ye terday a plane 
repo rted a yaw l east (a tern) of u . A coastguard plane 

irc lin g u today. comin g from H onolulu has not seen any 
yacht ahead of u , o we a re hopeful (understatement). 

July 15 
Good news again. We a re in the tra de winds. near! 

astern, blowing 15-20 knots. in the squa lls up to 30 kno t . 
great sailing. D own a big sea S1ormvogel sta rt ··pl ani ng''. 
The peedometer goe up from I 0 o r 12 knots. to 14. 16. 
twice even to 18 knot . The boys cry fro m excitement: 
Go-go-go! Average i always a bit di a ppointing. but 
m ost ly more than 11 . 

Noon till noon run 235 miles. A coastguard plane. circling 
us again . reports tha t no yacht is a head of us. so A udacio u~ 
mu l be aste rn . In the aftern oon, a t the end she a nswers 
the rol l call: she is 11 0 miles a tern . way behi nd Kialoa . 
who i 75 astern of S1ormvogel. 

We a re nea ring the finish. only 150 miles to go si nce 
noon. so if the wind ho ld we m1y ar rive a bout 4 a. m. 
tomorrow. which m .ans an hour afte r midnight H ono lulu 
time three hours differen ce with our ti me Pacific Daylight 
saving time (Lo A nge les time). 

July 16 
And the wind di~ hold! It d id more. it increased. From 

1 S-20 knots up to 30 and 35 knots. And how did S1or111-
vogel re pond 1 Fa ter a nd faster. 

That afte rnoon and evening he gave us a ride which 
will tay long in the mem ories of everybody on board . 
Not only those !ides d wn big seas at speeds 16-18-20 
knots. but also her respon e to every squall pi king up 
extra speed. cau ing a b ig spray wave a mid hip and a clean 
flat wake a tern. 

A performance 0f Pght displacement at its bes t. And 
"'ithout effort. alwavs under ful l control of the helm man. 

Onl y the mizzen spinnaker. fl yi ng a a b ig kite of 1.500 
sq. ft.. is pulling to0 much a t the top of the mizzen mast. 
Taking it down . in the blow the helmsman could keep 
control with two finger a t the wheel. It is a en a tion one 
ha to exoerien e h ~fore it can be believed. 

o we fini sh long befo re our e timated time. In tead of 
1 o' lock Sunday morning (Hawaiian time) we arrive 
aturday evening 11 .11 ! We covered the la t 66t miles in 

five hour : 13.2 miles an hour! This mu t be an a ll -t im e 
record. 

The finish line at Diamond Head li!!hthouse i well 
marked through a trong earchlight from a hare. clear! 
illuminating the marker buoy. which we have to keep to 
starboard. A fleet of yacht s and motorboats are out a nd 
welcome u with their horn blowing. We lower our pin­
nakers and sail on to Ala Wai Yacht Harbour near the 
lightbuoy markin!! the entrance through the coral reef. 

We get in all ails and a tugboat tow us in. Tn port it 
come al ng ide. u. ing full-size mattre es a fenders and 
guide u between our mooring pole . al o covered with 
mattres es! 

Thou and cheer u from the qu ayside. a wonderful 
welcome. 

The following day. Sunday. Serena comes in 8.23 hour 
after us. then Kialoa . 13.08 hour and A11dacio11s fourth. 
16.05 hours. But after applying the handicap. Audacious 
win A Cla . Kialoa econd and Stormvo!?el thi rd . 

But we have achieved our object: first to fini h. Storm­
vo{!el. Dutch-de igned (E. G. van der tadt). outh African­
built. has not di a pointed tho e who con ider her the 
fa test yacht on the United State ' West oa t. or. as Peter 
mode tl y adds. "any we t coast". 

Light displacement i my favourite topic: S1or111vo[?el 
ha shown again that a light di placement yacht can be 
faster. And logging 159.000 mile in ix year (once around 
the world for each year) she has proved to be not on.ly a 
fine racing yacht but al o a safe and comfortable cruising 
one. 

ALOHA. 
Cornelis Bruynzeel. 
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