
*The gruff old gaffer is even franker than usuai 
this month . ... 

FRANK 
ROBB 

MEETS 
HIS 

/ 

WATERLOO • • • 
YA H pell R m nee. E cape. The freedom of the 

ea . Th~ lure of the fragrant pice I land . Perfume 
f frang1pane blo om wafted aero tropical water 

from fabled atoll . . ented lei-lei of exotic flower draped 
ab ut gra - kirled Hawaiian beautie .• 

Ah! - the witching call of Nature! 
With that beautiful preamble off my che t, we nov. 

d~ e~d t a I wer an tomi al level and on ider thi. 
wuchmg call of Nature at rock-bottom (if that' the term 
I want- and l think it i ). 

Becau e when Natur II ou g tta go. And when }OU 
gotta g y u g tta h ve ome place to go to. And in mall 
ea-going c~aft thi involv de ign problem that are fun-

dam ntal- m m re n e than one. 
In the ~r .e f m trad or pr fe. ion J g t letter 

hara ter hvrng hundred . or even thou and , f mile 
fr~m. the ea h ~ly confiding that they are in pr ce f 
bu:lding a ea-g mg ya ht or have n eived the notion of 
doing o. 

It i ea y t read betwc 
are n t eking te hni I advi mu h a me ort of 

uran e that they are not round the bend. I have a tcr o­
typcd rcpt . I point out that with reference to th value 
of our . rat-race ivili ti n th are ertifiably inane hut 
that 1th reference to any ne et of value their ··round­
the-bend" cour e could b a clean traight line. 

n~ in the -~ur f thi orre pondence ever o ft n 
a dct1 ate que tt n rai e lid-

WHAT T LOO? 
. o let u can the go ip ab ut fragrant 

fumed bl . om . gird down ur I in 
unr manli but imp rtant ppurtenan tern 
fir<;l. 

In mall boat the "Ladic and / or ent " i known a 
th "head .. (bee u e in th Id ailing- hip da'v th1 on-
venien . e wa ituated right up in the bow (the "head " 
the hip) • nd the term ha lineered on . 

The Instant Loo 
Hi torical re e:irch how only that car]\ 

ailo r were uninhibited. heir aopr ch wa · : 
mall-boat 

u' ve 

•Memo: Remember indude mall law11-11wwer i11 tool 
J..11 . 
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got the urg ? Well- there' the gunwale and the wide ea. 
Go to it. 

There is much to be aid for and again l thi attitud . 
and in thi the i it mu t be dealt with in ome detail 
because it till per i t ab ard mall ommer ial fi bing 
ve sel - and many yacht with indigent owner . 

The advantage are obviou and important. rt i , in effect, 
the "Jn tant Loo'', readily available t all and undry- and 
no queueing up. lt obviate drilling hole in the bottom of 
the b at. and require nly two aperture which arc b th 
elf- aling and elf-maintaining. 

But there are- e pc iall in thi more prurient-mind d 
ag - a number of eriou di advantage to thi attitude. 

Viewed a an attitude it i inel gant. and if the boat i 
bu keting around in a awa there i a chance th t an 
ice-c~ld wave-ere t ma} are the hrinking fie h . Thi 
con t1tute a n _a b lutely breathtaking e perience, and in 
many per on 1t engend r a talc of mental and phy i al 
trauma that imply clo e the door t further busine~ until 
thing have warmed up g in. 

In addition, if you h ve mi d mpany board y u 'A-Ill 
find that th ladie invariably take e ception to powd ring 
th ir no e in thi fa hi n. and. cial-wi e. the ntertain­
mcnt ommittee o[ mo t yacht club depre te the pra -
ti e. If i.ndulged in. ay. at owe (al th ugh Uffa and th 
Duke might guffaw) } u w uld almo t certainly receive a 
tiff letter of prot t from the e retar f the Ro al Ya ht 
quadron. 
f!-lrther criti i m are that the po ture demand ph} i al 

agility (you gotta hang on. huh?). and al b lli ti l ul -
lion involving the am unt f freeboard. the roll and pit h 
of the boat, obtru i n [r m gunwale and th r imponder­
able . 

It i definite! ' n 
ph} i al infirmit . 
bility. and a thi. at g r; 
pr ti ing a ht men. we 
method . 

The hine real advance in 
thi . field. a~d it be me n~ e. ary to inve ligate their 

n 1ent te hnique and t e pl, 1n 1t w rking. 
ny par that ti ·k ut h riz ntall from th t · n 

b at i all d a b mkin- pr n un cd and u ually p It 
"bumkin": in hinese it i called "ping". me th u nd 
of year ago th ) hit on the idea of broadening thi 
int a plank wide enough to nable th m to arve a 
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i.in- 1ze hole in it- and lo nd behole- lhe ''head .. ! (Ev n 
1f it wa at the tern.) 

Damn· lever, the e hine e . Thi wa a maj r break-
through: it bviated m ny o( the di comfort f the earl} 
\st m outlined above. and brought at lea t a mall . ~­

blance f dignity into the pro ceding - although J think 1t 
\.\ uld till au e tut-tutting and rai ed e ebrow at . O"'.e . 

It al enriched the language to ome extent. being 1m· 
mort Ii ed by onfu iu in hi famou aying: "Sail r wh 
\.\.alk plank come b ck much enlightened"- nd it Im t 
certain! gave ri e to the term "ping-pong''. 

In ur We tern civili ation, dedicated to gra i u living 
.ind fat value thi ing niou cornpromi e didn't fill the 
bill. l"M _ dear- I me n to ay- four in he ab e th 
kne i all very m di h but ju t how conspi uou ca11 } 11 

•et?") 
And o boating f lk t day demand m comfort nd 

pnva y during their period of communing with atur 
hi rai e to two ba i qu tion : Where? - and - H w? 

Dinghies 
D aling with "Wher ?" and tarting _with t~~ m_alle l 

., rt of boat , if you take our lady friend ailing 1.n n 
open J4-ft. dink and one r both of you get caught 1mul­
tane u I by a flat calm and an urgent de ire to ee a man 
about a dog then all I can ay is that both of you h uld 
h ve c erci ed a littl fore ight by spending th paltry um 
of a penn y bef re having off- thereb avoiding ub e-
quent hind- ight. 

My advice- ha ed on '> me e perience- i : 
(I) hip the r nd pull for the neare t I nd with the 

trength born f de peration. 
(2) Fl the International de Flag Signal 

A. (/ am u11dergoi11g a peed trial.) 
. (My engine i.\ going full aster11.) 

V. (/ require as.\i.\ta11 e .) 
1 ) If neither of the above our eem like!) t b 

.1vail. have a frank talk with your pa enger. The 
h uld be our nvi tion that there hould be n 

b tween frCend . 
R 

(4) Incontinently cap ize the dink a cidental-hke nd pr -
c1pitate both f . u into the concealing e~ . <You an 
a lwa} right the dink after ard and apolog1 e f r our 
clum incs .) 

Decked Boats 
Here gain Jet u 

mailer boat ay. up to ab ut 22 ft. In the _maj rit~ . f 
the e it i not p ibl t with 
attend3n t plumbing unle 
middle of the abin- whi 

got i n t mu h a ya ht a a rather e pen ive floating 
privy. The an wer here i - . . . 

The Bu ket v rem: Don't go mto a llz about 1ze and 
hape- a bucket- ize. bu ket- hape i . O .K. Tie abou~ 4 ~t. 
f 2-in. rope to the handle. Provide paper. Y u re in 

bu ine ! 
I have lived with thi bucket y tern for prolonged 

period , and it work well en ugh . But don't think that by 
merely buying a bucket and roll of paper you have done 
your duty to your crew or,. ha~l we . ::t}. en~bled them ~ 
do th ir duty. If y u per _1 t m th1 delu ion .Y u will 

o ne i or later become, l1teral1 y. un tuck owing t a 
phen m non kno n a - . 

Kic:ki11R the Buc/..et : mall boat nd their crew are both 
likelv to h ve from time to time vi lent movement -
which are imparted to the bu ket fr m ppo ite end . 
Bu ket are unstable receptacle . and if the e movement 
happen to c in ide there i ever} tikelih od of l.t thre . 
boat bu ket and bucketeer- being h rply pro1ected m 
diffe~ent direction . It need tittle imagin ti n to rcali e 
that thi on titute a di a ter akin t the accidental det _na­
tion f a hydrogen bomb with all the atkndant ompl1 a-
tion f the fall-out. 

A u uat. I have the n wer 
bucket fit int ome rigid rame 
a identally overturn d. And whit 

h i to en u re that th· 
o that it cannot be 

a b ut it- y u 

might a well pr vide om~ .rt f . 
You will b now be beginning t ppr c1atc that there 1 

m re to thi apparently impl bucket than meet the eye 
(unle you u e a mirr r?), and we . have ~ t _Yet ~en­
ti ned the fa t that unle the bu ket 1 em ptied fr m time 
to time yo ur bo t will e entu 11 founder in cir um tan e 
Jf un peakabte horr r. 

here a re two way out f thi . Y u an .. . 
(I) Lay down a law th l any penny- p nder h 11 im-

medi tel after di bur ment empt) the bu ket p r onall) . 
R 

(2) Dictate that v.h ev r happen be on v.at h at 
ome pecified h ur of the da) or ni rht hall und rtak 
the ta k. 

On the h l 1 prefer y tern (I) be ause it .1 ay I a . e 
'vOU with a cle n h et, o t p ak. Ho ever, 1f } u ~ec1de 
on a .. n e-a-day' ' learanc . make a firm n le of thl .: ~t 
the bu ket with a ti~ht/l'-litting lid and ee that the 11d . 1 
u ed. 1 do n t want t g into del ii here: I merel) J? mt 

ut that in very mall boat in a h rt teep ea th tor · 
of gravity c a i nally aper le in revere. 

Which bring u. to . .. 
Tire lremical Luu: Thee ar' v. \1-knov.n t aravan r 

and are de rvedl popular in ~ 11 ~m~h. fhe) are 
ba icall a glam ri ed bu ket \.\<1th d1 t~n ·t1v~ featur 
and to that extent c ntribute m re t gr 10u living. 

\ hen in tailing and v. hen in u e the ame rule appl) 

(Continued on page 46) 
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MY Waterloo • • • 
(Continued from page 45) 

b ll it down firmly and ee tha t the lid fit tightly. 

Medium-size Boats (25-ft. to 40-ft.) 
Here ou have more ope. You can tuck the he d 

right up in the forepeak ( th fo' · le well out of the ~a ), 
and you an, if you wi h, in tall a . .. 

Marine Toilet : The e can be btained in variou tyl 
and c lour , but th y all h ve the ame price- expen ive. 
l have had from tim to time dark thought about forking 
out omething like forty-five quid for an adjun t that er­
ve one purpo e onl and i , to put it mildly, es entiatly 
unproductive. 

But let u try to be fair: I have dark thought about 
forking out money for n thing at all, and in addition 
the e appliance are more omplicated than tationary 
hore-loo the rea on for thi being that in boat in thi 
ize-range the outlet i nece arily under water and the 
ontent must be pumped out again t pre ure- and that 

in turn mean that omcwhere along the line there mu t be 
a pump and some sort of valve or topcock arrangement to 
prevent the sea ru hing in. 

At fir t flu h it might eem that there i not much to 
avil about in thi connection. but there are di advantages. 

For one thing the in tallation of a marine toilet involve 
making a hole u ually two holes) in the bottom of the 
boat, and thi i omething that no designer or owner con­
t mplates complacently, becau e it i another " omething-to­
go-wrong". 

condly, the correct operation of the variou valve • 
lever , eacocks, etc., require a hort course of in tructior. 
before proficiency can be attained- and in thi caper there 
are no half-mea ure ; you reappear on deck radiant in the 
knowledge that you have di charged your duty- or creep 
up shamefaced, corner ome clued-up member of the crew, 
and ask him, whi per-wi e, to nip below and operate the 
machinery. 

These things can become devili hi complicated. 
ome year ago. when I wa owner/ kipper of a om­

mercial fi hing boat, a clo e enemy pre ented me (with an 
enigmatic mirk on hi face) with an ab olutely fabulou 
marine toilet which he had acquired by foul play from a 
urplu -war-store ubmarine. I wa initially enamoured. 

It wa olici pho phor-bronze throughout; it weighed 
bout a hundred pound : it wa de igned to expel it con­

tent at great depths underwater by means of bla t of 
highly-compre ed air and- not to go into technicalitie -

Illustration by 
DAVID MARAIS 

thi involved a whole array of th af re aid valve . a-
k and o f rth, all of which had to be pcrated in a 

el equen e t en ure ucce . 
The maker o( thi elaborat device had not overlooked 

thi matter, and beneath or al ng ide every lever r handle 
wa a beautifully engraved bronze plaque explaining it 
u e and order of operation in th e uence. 

There were a dozen or more f the e exh rtation . 
I per uaded the crew l remove earli r encru ta tion a nd 

to burni h the thing with teel-wool and Bra o until it 
h ne like the Peacock Thr ne, and neighbouring kipper 

would vi it imply to admire it. catch up on their reading, 
a nd- purel y incidentally- drink my gin . 

Functionally it wa not a uc e be au e my crew were 
a bun h of enthusia tic but illiterate Zulu who never g t 
the hang of the ne e ary equence of operation . And one 
thing about thi loo wa that if not operated tri tly ac ord· 
ing to in truction it wa liable to backfire with apalling 
violence and di harge it content but everywhere in ide. 

Thi i an extreme example. The average marine toilet, 
rea onably maintained, i functional and adequate. 

Bigger Boats (60, 70, 80-ft.-plus) 

No real problem here. You have pace to play with and 
you can, if you wish shift the head from the fo'c' le to 
ome no k or cranny in an unoccupied po ition omplete 

with a door that open and hut and a mall library to 
o cupy your waiting moment . 

Over about 70 ft. and if you have a large rew or a paid 
crew you hould con ider another of the aying of on­
Cuciu : "Two head are better than one." 

NOW NOTE THI : Thee marine toilet invariably 
ome with a glo sy and ea ily mislaid pamphlet explaining 

how to in tall and operate them. During the brief period 
before the pamphlet inevitably get mi laid mo t wner 
and rews pore over it and a imilate the operating in !ruc­
tion . The then conveniently inconveniently?) forget that 
guest aboard have not had the benefit of thi in truction 
and have to a certain the operating pro edure more or le 
by in tinct- and thi (as noted previou ly) can lead to 
embarrassing ituations. 

The thing to do here i that immediately you re eive 
the pamphlet and before you mislay it (which i u ually a 
matter of a few hour) you hould opy out the operating 
in truction in large bold letter on a heel of ome water­
proof material in word of one yllable readily under tand­
able even by mentally-retarded per on and women. 

ti k this lot up on a bulkhead or door in the dire t line 
of vi ion. If nece ary, number, letter or colour-c de the 
variou lever , valve , etc. 

Thi make things about a foolpr of a po ible. But 
1101/ii11g i damn-foolproof, and you hould bear in mind 
that marine toilet if not maintained wilt sooner r later 
rever e their function and cuttle your boat. 

To guard against this promote one of the crew (it may 
even have to be your elf) to the rank of Acting Rear­
Admiral (without pay or allowance ). Hi duty in thi 
exalted rank will be to examine the loo at spe ified inter­
val (once a month, anyway), report on it condition, and 
recommend u h action a may eem nece ary to keep the 
thing functioning and in good kilter . 

We have no pretty welt exhau ted the di cussion of 
the head in the conte t of a loo- but marine toilet an 
be endowed with ver atilitie denied to their land-b und 
ounterpart . There i one model for in tance, whi h 

double -up a a bilge pump- which I think i a marvellou 
pace-and·mone - aving idea. 
Then again, when raging gale ea render the de k unten­

abl , you can retir below and occupy your time b pour­
ing u ed ump oil into the bowl and diligently pumping it 
out to create a nice mooth oil- lick around y ur boat. 

That pretty well coYer the ubject from haw e-hole to 
breakfa t. What it really amount to i that the loo, on e 
in tailed. should b maintained in leardine and go d 
order o th t you. your crew and your gue t will b en-
a bled to emulate the an ient gyptiau p ramid-builder 
and pre erve that in rutable mile on the face ol !ht"' 

phinctre. :: 
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T long la t outh Africa can ~oa t a. w~ter ki judge 
with the Cla One (World) rating. Thi 1s an. honour 
that i not lightly conferred, and refle~t con. 1derable 

tatu in the competitive skiing world, a 1t requtre that 
the recipient ha an all-embracing knowledge of every 
a pe t of the rule . . . . · · 

The fir t outh Afri an to attam thi po 1t1on 1 
A.W.S.A. Pre ident, Mike Camberg, to whom we extend 

o~r hearty congratulation . After man~ year of .work in 
the cau e of water kiing in the Republic, th1 achievement 
i well de erved. 

WATERSKlING officials. have been mo~e bus than 
ever. it eems. after the u~~e sful National .tourna­
ment and their over eas v1 1tor . o busy, in fact, 

that we have not heard any ne".". from t~:m-but we .do 
know that preparation for the European are occupying 
all their time and that the visit of Mr. Hui emann ha been 

ell worth while. · b · t d 
It ha been rumour d that a coach 111 e 1!1'1por ~ 

from America to train the pri~gbok teaf!l w~1ch will 
repre ent outh Africa in the coming champion hip . 

President Mike Camb.er~ h~ approached t~e well:kohn 
Chuck Stearn with an inv1tat1~n for a month tay m t e 
country. His fee for thi service might be more than our 
limited re ource can afford, however, and omeone el e 
might have to take hi place. . h ·u 

In any event , the coach will be a. top-class kier w. o w1 
tour the country giving demon trat1on to promote rntere t 
in the sport. di h to re 

Rather adly, although not unexpecte Y. we. ave -
port that Deirdre Barnard's jump of l 15 ft. (without fo_rm) 
ha not been recogni ed a a record over ea . Ne~er mind, 
Deirdre we are ure that oone r or later you wtll . repeat 
your cdnturv before the elect few who can }ncll

1
odn re­

cord and South Africa will be able to ay: I to ou 
o." 'very polite! of course.) 

w estem Province Zone d d th 
A we su pected the National Body has a war e . e 

1967 outh African' hampion hip to thi zone. Yo~ will 
remember that the "S.A." was to have taken place 1~ th,e 

ape thi year. but wa postpone~. We tern Provm e 
affiliated Jub, Applethw~ite Water k1 lub, have agreed to 
provide the venue at Elgin, .P. 

Judee ' Examination h 
1
. f I 

With a view t adding more name to . t e 1 t o . a 
One Judge we are publi hing below tw 1mpor.tant article 
c ncerning ' the official etting-out .. a~d chcc~ing._ of the 
lalom cour e and ramp meter . ~hi m~orma~1on 1 e en­

t ial l any club or group who de ire their equipment to be 
cla ified according to la . One ~andard: 

At pre ent. however, it 1 pe 1fica.lly important to all 
the .A.W . . A. Judge who will ~nte .te l and e am 
bef re the c ming European Champion hip · 

T receive a world rating. a a la One Judge, three 
exam ar involved. Firstly, the .A.W .. A. Judge te t on 
Monday, Augu t 15; then the theoretical hom~lo~ater exam 

n Augu t 24; and, finally, a practic~l examination by Mr . 
a rraro during hi vi it t outh African for the European. 

pie of the new World Ru.le B?ok are .now available 
nd the e rule • with the techmcal rnformat10n on lalom 
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and ramp ur e in thi i ue hould provide plenty of 
ba k-to- chool wotting for all con erned. 

The world water kiing authoritie . _in the hape of the 
World Technical Committee ha.ve laid down a ne~ ys~ 
tern for the checking of i:nea l!nng table for ramp 1ump 
ing The e in tructions, with diagram , have been rec.ei:tt!Y 
pre.pared by Felix Hul en:iann, of Lux~mbo!-lrg, who v1 1ted 

outh Africa for the National Champ1onsh1~s. 
Hi complete text i reproduce~ here,_ hav.mg been tran -

lated from the original French in which 1t w!ls wntten. 
Some of the wording may appear tran.ge, but. th1 ha been 
left that way for everal rea on . Ftr tly, It eem that 
French (and the metri y tern) have bc::~ome ~!1 accepted 
tandard of commumication in competitive . k.11ng. M~ny 

A w s A Judge will be writing te on this mformat.Jon 
b~f~re. the. European hampion hip in. October._ and they 
will then have to put their knowled.ge into practice before 
the eagle eye of the Group 11 official . . . 

It i probably better that they get accl1mat1 ed to the u e 
of " ontrol" for check, a_nd "tremplin" for ramp, etc., to 
avoid later mi under tandmgs. 

Here. therefore, i Mr. Hui emann' tor . 

UNION MONDI ALE DE SKI NAUTIQUE- OM MI -
ION TECHNIQUE 

CONTROL ( HE KING) OF THE LALOM COUR E 

WORKED OUT BY F. Hul mann- Luxembourg 

t DlRE T METHOD ("Rule of Thumb'): .Thi i. an 
app.roximate method and liable to error but 1t 1 uffic1e~t 
if carefully applied by 4 per on or more, among w~om 1s 
a controller appointed by the T. ., or two fir t cla JUdg~ · · 
4 of the e per ons mu t go into the water to e ecute t 1 

ontrol. 

Procedure : The following distance mu t be. mea ured: 
(a) from the axis (X Y) (middle of the guide buoy ) to 

the slalom buo = 11. 0 m. 
lh) from the middle of the entrance gate (M1 and M~) 

to the first buoy (l & V I)=. 29.33 m. 
(c) between the lalom buoy (diagonally) = 47.02 m. 

by using: . h h b 
a) a taut. floating rope, marked wit t e a ove mca ure-

ment , or . fl · 
h) length of timber o~ ~ooden pole . ~h1ch are oatmg 

and rigid, for building a mea unng cale (recom­
mended!). 

2. TNDlRE T METHOD (topographi ) : Thi method i 
ab olutely accurate and invulnerable and ma bt? exe uted 
b mean of the John on equipment and a right ang~e 
pocket theodolite. Two per on or more, of whom ~me 1 
a controller appointed by the T .. , or two fir t las JUdge 
arc required to make thi ontrol. 

Procedure 
(a) Aim at buoy I, Il through the John on meter set on 

0° and mark a point P on the ground by mean of a 
plumb line. 

(b) By means of a John on meter et up an angle of 

(Continued on page 49) 
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