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Close calls in yachting howpiece 
DURBAN - The first day oi the Crys­
tie Ocean Challenge got under way off 
Durban yesterday with 100 boats con­
testing the most sought after trophy in 
South African yachting. 

Although the expected strong winds 
never materialised, a three metre 
swell and a steady 15-knot breeze 
made conditions perfect for the start. 

Racing was particularly tight in the 
L26 and J22 classes, where .current 
Crystie Trophy holder Springbok Ian 
Ainslie (The Strider Group) was kept at 
bay for most of the race by Ewald 
Sternagel (Huka Haka Bosch) before 

sneaking in to win on the last leg of the 
16 nautical mile Olympic course. 

In the L26 class, Cape Town's Dave 
Hudson in Port Owen Challenger oust­
ed Durban's Stuart Hegerstom on MMI 
Mazda after a titanic battle up front. 

The expected fullscale contest in the 
L34 class did not materilaise as Cape 
Town Springbok Geoff Meek proved 
too good for local skippers, beating de­
fending champion Derick Warne by 
several munutes. The Cape Town racer 
Club Mykonos skippered by Sprinbgbok 
Dave Abromowitz was way ahead in 
the line honours race. - Sapa. 


