
MERCURY shows her s leek 'underwater lines as she lies unde r construc tion in a West 
German boatyard. She is expected to be one of t he fastest boats of he r size in the world. 

Durhan man to supervise 
Mercury's construction 

"Mercury" Reporter 
I 

MR. BOB LAMBERT, t.echnical assistant to the Marine Superint.endent of Durban 
Barbur, will fly to Germany lat.er this month to supervise the construction of the 13-
metl'.e (42ft.) sloop Mercury. The Van de Stadt-designed oceanTacing yacht is being 
built for the Natal Ocean Racing Foundation at De Dood and Son's boatyard in 
Bremen, West Germany, and is entered for the Cape to Rio race which starts from 
Cape Town on January August. Mercury 'will set sail f rom 
16, 1971. The Mercu ry Is so far the Cape Town on the 3 500·mile 

Mr. Lambert, a member of t t Rio race . in the company of 
the Natal Ocean Racing only ocean racing yach 0 some of the fastest racing 
Foundation, Is on long ·leave have been sponsored PY a yachts in t he world. 
and plans to spend a week South African province and 
or more at t he German boat- p lans are being made for her 
yard before Mercury's ,hand· t o fly the racing flag of t he 
ing.over t r ials. De Dood have Natal Yachting Association 
promised delivery for t he end in classic yacht races in many 
of t his mont h, and the yacht parts of t he world during her 
ls due to a rrive in Dur ban working life of about t hree 
by ship towards the end of years. 

The Cruising Association 
of South Africa, which · is 
organising the race, reports 
that there al'e six foreign 
yachts among the 18 which 
have already officially entered 
for the race. 

Three are from England­
Match~ess, a 36-footer, La 
Mer (35ft ) and Ocean Spirit 
(71ft). 

Mr. C. Bruynzeel, of Ijol­
.Jand, has entered Stormy 
(52ft) and Br uce Bidwell, of 
the U.S.A., has entered his 39· 
footer , Walkabou t. Germany 
will be represented by t he 
Hamburg VII, a 54-footer. 

Many more . local a,nd 
foreign yachts are expected , 
to enter before the November 
deadline, . including at leas t 
two from F rance, one from 
Brazil and one-representing 

.P ortugal- from Mozambique. 


