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Gutsy rescuers brave 
gale to reach yacht 

&C\l•h~1.., 
ALAN COOPER ~" """' IJ&"IJ~ Just before sunset yester-

day the couple sent off a dis­
GUTSY National Sea Rescue tress signal saying the yacht 
Institute volunteers braved had lost its rudder. 
galeforce winds and driving "There were no problems 
swells to reach a yacht in dis- with anyone on board, but 
tress off the KwaZulu-Natal there were heavy seas run­
coast last night. ning and the westerly was 

Atthe time of going to press pushing very hard, well over 
the 42-foot catamaran Storm galeforce," said Mr 
was reported safely in tow Sievwright. 
behind the NSRI vessel, The Spirit of Richards Bay 
Spirit of Richards Bay and . and its crew of six launched 
was due in that port around at 6.30pm yesterday and bat-
2pm today. tied through the heavy seas to 

NSRI spokesman Dave rendezvous with the stricken 
Sievwright said the Richards yacht about 35 nautical miles 
Bay-registered yacht, crewed north of Richards Bay. 
by locals Noel Bellman and Mr Sievwright said the ves­
his wife, had set off for sel was travelling at about 
Madagascar on Tuesday. five knots early today. 


