
Mercury crew 
trials begin . 

14'· <-· ]o 
"Mercury" Reporter will be held aboard the 

CREW selection tri.als for the 
Province of Nata l's 13-metre 
( 42ft.) ocean racing yacht, 
Mercury, beg-in tomorrow. 

· '!'he first 10 1uospective crew 
m embers will be given deep· 
sea tests aboard three Dur· 
ban-based yachts . - Tub, 
Columbine an<l Seereiger. 

They will . be put through 
their tria ls by three m embers 
o f t he Natal Ocean Racing 
F ounda tion (NORF) which is 
sponsoring th e Mercury for a 
three-year period of interna­
ti.ona l racing under the flag 
of th e Natal YachUng Asso­
ciation. 

Aboard Tub and Columbine 
will be their owner-skippers, 
Mr. Dave Roberts and Mr. 
Bob Nuttall. On Seereiger, 
o ned by Mr. Carl Vryen­
hoek, the tria ls will be con­
dJcted by Capta in Jimmy 
Deacon. 

The yachts w.j]J leave moor­
ings at .8.30 a.m . and spehcl 
most of the day at sea wea­
ther permitting. Similarttrial! 

yacht s at weekends until the 
'Mercury an ives from he1: 
German builders in late 
August. 

APPLICATIONS 
Captain Deacon, chairman 

of NORF's crew selectiori 
committee, said 25 applica­
tions for c r e w positions 
on board the Mercury . had 
a lready been received from 
t he following Natal yachts­
m en: 

D. Alexander, D. Ashworth, 
A. N. Bryant, J. Clark, D. L. 
Cox, \.V. Doull, J. Gordon· 
Thomson, C. Hallam, C. J. 
Jforne, R. A. Harris, J. Lou­
t er, R V. Lambert, D. J. 
Legg, R. Mundy, G. Neill, lU. 
Prentice, 'l'. J . Re~'nolds, D. 
F. Roberts, l'H. Thorne, C. 
Talbot, B. Udal, L. Weight, K. 
Wilson, R. A. B. Wilson ancl 
p ; F . Wiseman. 

The skipper a nd na.vigator 
for t he Mercury's first race 
-· . the interna tional event 
from Cape Town to Rto de 
J aneiro next January- will- be 
chosen from crew applicants. 


