
Surprise end 
·to y~cht race 

Mercury Reporter 
THERE was a su.rprise 
ending to the Wilbur Ellis 
Da· Game Yacht Race on 
Saturday when three 
slower cruising yachts 
made their way into East 
London way ahead of the 
racing yachts. 

Umlelo, skippered by 
Jerry Harrison and 
crewed by members of 
Durban's Number 5 NSRI 
station, sailed into East 
London shortly before 
6 a m on Saturday, fol­
lowed by two other Class 
B entrie·s, Gulliver and 
Excalibur. 

The IOR and Class A 
yachts which left Durban 
last Thursday, 18 hours 
after the Class B yachts, 
did not manage to catch 
the cruising fleet. 

The first racing bo~t 
over the line was Bruce 
McDougall's Class A en­
try, Miyoti ; the b,iggest 
yacht in the race. 

Shaya Moya and Spirit 
of Appletiser 1, both IOR 
Class y'achts, finished 
only 13 seconds apart 
after a 445 km race along 
.a. course recognised as 

oqe of the toughest in the 
world. 

The run to the line at 
the East London Yacht 
Club between the two 
yachts provided a thrill­
ing spectacle, with Shaya 
Moya just managing to 
beat Spirit of Appletiser 
1. 

Thekwini was the first 
East London yacht over 
the line and was also the 
first RCOD to finish, tak­
ing· both the Bentley 
Nuttal trophy and the 
NSRI trophy. 

The NSRI crew and 
skipper of Umlelo were 
awarded the merit Rubi­
con Trophy for their fine 
sailing performance and 
in recognition of their 
sterling work; when as 
crew in last year's race, 
braved stormy seas to as­
sist fellow yachtsmen in 
distress. 

Spirit of Appletiser 1 
took the Wilbur Ellis Tro­
phy as the first IOR on 
handicap, with Shaya 
Moya taking the Harens 
line honours trophy in · 
the class. 


