
Big splash for 
America's Cup 
challenger 

AUCKLAND. - Michael 
Fay gazed at his new Amer­
ica's Cup yacht New Zea­
land and smiled a satisfied 
smile. 

The 27-metre waterline chal­
lenger for yachting's biggest 
p r i z e  is to be officially  
launched on Sunday with much 
pomp and ceremony. 

However, there was'.,little 
ceremony this week as Fay in­
spected the boat along with 
New Zealand's Governor-Gen­
eral, Sir Peter Reece. 

Stripped to waist 
Fay, a merchant banker, ar­

rived in a tiny tender from his 
offices across Auckland har­
bour, took off his jacket and 
began looking closely at the 
progress that has been made 
on the boat. 

The crew, many stripped to 
the waist, all but ignored their 
boss and continued working in­
dustriously. 

The yacht, which was built in 
24 weeks, is to sail against the 
San Diego Yacht Club's defend­
er in a one-on-one series for 
the cup off the California coast 
in September. 

"You forget the magnitude of 
this sometimes," said Fay, as 
he stared at the huge mast. 

Auckland, often called the 
"city of sails" because of its na­
tives' love of sailing, is prepar­
ing a huge party to celebrate 
the official launching of New 
Zealand. 

The launch festivities will 
feature a run expected to at­
tract 50 OOO contestants and a 
one-hour ceremony that will be 
televised live in New Zealand, 
A u s t r alia  and the Uni t e d  
States, officials said. 

Fay's last Cup challenger, 
Kiwi Magic, lost to Dennis Con­
ner's San Diego Yacht Club en­
try Stars and Stripes in the 
challenger: finals off Freman­
tle, Australia, last year. 

A salamanazar, a nine�litre 
bottle of champagne, will be 
used to chris�en the boat. 

Thousand of small craft are 
expected to dot Auckland har-

hour for the launch, while jazz 
bands are to play at the quay. 
Also planned are aerobatic dis­
plays and traditional New Zea­
land Maori war dances. 

The New Zealand, construct­
ed of a carbon compound used 
in the aerospace industry,  
weighs about the same as a 
tr aditional 12-metr'e class 
America's Cup yacht, but has 
three times the surface area. 

Conner went on to win the 
cup from Australian defender 
·Kookaburra III. 

Early defense 
Fay's Mercury Bay Boating 

Club forced the SDYC into an 
early defense of the cup with..-a 
legal challenge based on a lit­
eral interpretation of the Deed 
of Gift, a 100-year-old docu­
ment that governs the competi­
tion. 

A US court ruled last year in 
favour of Fay's challenge for a 
big boat competition in 1988, 
scuttling plans fror a 1991 re­
gatta in 12-metre yachts, the 
class that has been used to de­
cide the America's Cup for the 
past 30 years. 

Conner will defend the Gup, 
but plans to use a multi-hull 
yacht, which Fay claims is 
against the rules. 

The SDYC and its manager, 
the Sail America Foundation, 
also angered Fay when they re­
jected Fay's plan to postpone 
the defence until  1989 and 
throw it open to all challeng­
ers. 

Members of the SDYC, how­
ever, will be in Auckland for 
the launching of the New Zea­
land, including club commo­
dore_ Doug Alf or�, cup defense 
committee chairman Gerry 
Driscoll and Sail America de­
sign project manager John 
Marshall. - Sapa-AP 
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Yachting 
THERE are several major regattas in 
and around Natal at present with Our· 
ban and Midmar the popular venues. 

Offshore from Durban the ANYC's 
second annual Swirnllne Easter Regatta 
continues for L36, L34 and yachts 
of similar size and displacement. 

This regatta incorporates the first 
Natal championships for the L34 class 
in which some very tough competition 
is expected, especially for skippers 
like Dave Cox, Brian Tocknell, Terry 
Clarence and Ian Park-Ross. 

The regatta consists of three round 
the cans races of 18 nautical miles 
each and one long distance race to 
Greenpoint Light and back. 

Also under way is the very big PVC 
Easter Regatta from Vetch's Pier which 
incorporates the national champion· 
ships for Fireballs, Flying 15s and 
505s, of which a large proportion of 
the fleet will be from the Transvaal. 

Add to this the usual huge PVC 
Hobie Cat fleets and the Bay fleet and 
there should be a combined fleet of 
cl<iSeOrl �00 'yachts ciimphng. Rae· 
ing carries on today and tomorrow 
with Tuesday open for a re-sail. 
• THERE is another big event at Mid· 
mar Darn, the Natal provincial cham­
pionships for Sprogs and Dutours 
combined with the Miracles' nationals 
which carries on until tomorrow. 
• DURBAN Bay is the venue this 
weekend for the !SC junior Easter Re· 
gatta and the extremely strong Durban 
Gypsy fleet is competing at Flamingo 
Lake near Welkom in their national 
championships. 
• SPONSORED entries in this year's 
Wilbur Ellis da Gama ocean race from 
Durban to East London will benefit from 
relaxations to an international rule gov· 
erning advertising exposure permitted 
on competing yachts. 

Race secretary Nancy Pierce-Jones 
said that extentions to IRYU Rule 26, 
granted to competitors by the Interns· 
tional Yacht Racing Union, would guar· 
antee the sponsors of individual boats 
a more meaningful return on their in­
vestment. 

"We have clearly indicated in this 
year's race brocht.fe that for the pert· 
ad of the race competitors can take 
full advantage of exemptions lo the ex· 
isting ruling" she said. 

TQ.1'3vuv� -- - - -- - � --· -

Yachting 
ENTRIES are rolling in for this year's 1 
Wilbur Ellis Da Gama race from Durban 

I to East Lom'o:'i\n starting C'" May 4. 
I One of the more interesting entries 

so tar is Take Six, the first of !he new 1· 
Holiday 34 class yachts. This is the 
cruising versien of the highly success-

I fut L34 and her performance will be 
very closely watched. 

I 
One of Durban's big hopes is Ilse, 

owned and skippered by George Ilse. 
This Maxi yacht was taken out of the 
water this week for transporling to 1, 
Pinetown for RSO OOO's worth of modi· 
fications, including a completely re· 
shaped mast and a much lighter but 
more stable keel.. 

George Ilse is putting a tremendous 
effort into this campaign which will see 
him up against yachts of lhe claibre of 
Hui/et Aluminium and several other 
maxis from the Cape_ 
• POINT Yacht Club are staging their 
annual Kebert-North RCOD motc1"1 rac­
ing series for keelers this weekend. 

1 his is an, unusual and interesting 
type of sailing, as the eight yachts_ are 
raced in pairs - up half a beat. 
down a run and up half a beat to the 
finish - against dillerent opponents 
each lime. 

There are seven races ln each 
round of lhe series, one was held yes­
terday and the second is today. 
a THE Island Sailing Club, apart from 
staging the third round of their own 
class racing series. are also playing 
hosts at the Bayhead today to the 
Laser class for ltieir Wimpey regalta 
and the Finns for their Doug Manicome 
Finn Tmphy series. 

,�,s�t. 
Equinox takes line honours 

By Tommy Ballantyne 

THE L34 yacht, Equ!nox, skippered by Terry 
Clarence, took line honours in the first two races in 
first ever Natal Provincial championships for this 
class, incorporated in this weekend's Swimline Regat­
ta hosted by the Royal Natal Yacht Club. 

The regatta is being held off-shore of Durban and 
yesterday's conditions were typical for the moderate 
north-easterly wind blowing with choppy seas and a 
fair swell. 

Goblet, with Brian Tocknell at the helm also scored 
line honours in the first two races of the L36 division 
of the regatta. 

The regatta continues today with the long distance 
60 nautical mile race to Greenpoint Light and return 
with the final round-the-cans race tomorrow followed 
by the prize giving. 

LllE roamo• 
L34a: Ian 1: 1 Equinox (Skipper Terry Clarence), 2 Solar Wind (Dave Cox), 3 

Sensation (Greg de Beyer). Ian Z: 1 Equinox, 2 Close Again (Ian Park·Ross), 3 
Solar Wind. 

L36a: Ian 1: 1 Goblet (Brian Cocknell), �Oceaneering Meander (Adrian Lfllle), 3 Carousel ffrfil'Qf James). Rice Z: 1 Goblet, 2 �Meander. 3 Carrlt5ef. 


