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'Martin prepares for hazardous solo transatlantic 1 
Yachting Reporter tional yacht-racing caiendar. 

JOHN Martin will sail Voortrekker II in 
this year's Carlsberg single-handed 
transatlantic race from Plymouth to 
Newport, Rhode Island. 

Martin, who finished second in the 
1984 race, will be up against French ri­
vals Titouan Lamazou and Jean Yves 
Terlain �d American Warren Luhrs. 

About 120 competitors from 18 coun­-J tries will take part in the race starting l on June 5. The race is one of the tough­
est single-handed events on the interna-

Luhrs won the 1984 race, narrowly 
beating Martin. 

Martin described the hazards facing 
the yachts from the start at the Royal 
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A LARGE fleet o f  ocean racers arid 
cruisers are battling their way baak 
from the Tugeta Mouth on ·the last klg 
of the annual Dave Roberts Blue Water 
Trophy overnight race at this very m9-
ment. The race, which began yester­
day morning, saw the fleet set off dn 
the 90 nauti�al mile race while t�e 
smaller B cl&ss fleet sailed the short� 
course to Sau Rock and back. Ttle 
cut-off time is 3pm today. 
• Still on the keeler scene, the Prn .1 j 
Yacht Club has formed a commlllee , 
headed by Eddie Broadbent to se�t 
the yacht and crew to represent PVC ft 
this year's Lipton Cup Challenge. 

The manager for lhe racing team wj11 
be Garth Hitchens The Lipton Cup 
Challenge will be sailed in Cape T owr 
in August with the Royal Cape Yacht 
Club as defenders. 
• MIDMAR Dam is the venue today 
for the annual Henley Midmar Yacht 
Club NSRI Benefit Regatta which � 
yesterday and is based on both boat 
and skipper handicaps. All proceeds 
go lo the NSRI. 1 
• MID-week fun races for keelers on 
the Bay Is proving to be very popular. 
This week's race sponsored by Mar� 
Yacht Brokers saw a fleet of ;jf 
keelers competing and was won com­
fortably by Thermopalye skippered by 
Warren Holllnesworth and crewed �Y 
the St Thomas' 4th Durban Scout 
Troop Who sailed extremely weH. ' 
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THERE are lwo major competitions 
today al Midmar Dam and Sterklontein 
Dam with Natal yachts in wilh an excel­
lent chance in both. 

The Nalal provincial championships 
tor Finns al  Midmar Dam altracled over 
20 Finns including a strong Transvaal 
conlingenl who are looking for re.venge 
after the recenl Transvaal provincials 
on Vaal Dam where University of Natal 
yachts took the first lhree places. 
Bruce Savage was firs!, Oavid Collins 
second and Ian Ainslie third. All three 
are competing today. 
• AT Sterklontein Dam near Harrismith 
the first inter-provincial Dart regatta is 
also drawing to a close. 

Compeling are three Natal teams -
Coastal, Midlands and Norlhern -
againsl lhree Transvaal teams with five 
Dart catamarans in each team. 
• SEVERAL young local sailors re 
turned this week after !heir success in 
the Free Slate junior championships on 
Flamingo Dam near Welkom. They 
took three of the first four places in the 
Dabchick class after five compelitive 
races in excellent conditions. 

First place overall went lo Clinlon 
Wade-Lehamn ol the PVC wilh Brian 
Leibbrandl of Royal Natal second. 
Transvaaler Clive Walker was third and 
Murray Donkin of PVC was lourlh. tan 
Statham was ninlh in the large fleet of 
39 Dabchicks. 

Mark Statham was lourlh in the pop­
ular Oplimisl lleel which had 50 yachls 
on lhe water. 
• THE lirsl round of the PVC Jockey 
Commodore series for keelers is off· 

1 shor today and lhe final round of the 
Presidenls DDR series on lhe Bay al 
the Island Sailing Club. 

On Saturday the Albert Falls Vecht 
Club begin their six-hour endurance 

1 race at  12 noon. II is open to al l  
classes. There will be a prizegiving and 
parly afterwards and the usual club 
racing on Sunday. 

Western Yacht Club of England: "For 
the first two days you have to contend 
with shipping and the Cornish fishing 
fleets in the English Channel, then you 
head towards Ireland and their fishing 
boats. 

"You then go north and it is uncom­
fortable because you are heading 
straight into the wind for two-thirds of 
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the race, which ca1 
crash over the boat. 

"During the 1 98• 
were spotted on our 
of Nova Scotia," he 

"At that time I dicl 
had to go further so1 
lot of time. This tir 
prepared." 

Ocean Race prom ises 
m uch excitement 

YACHTING - Roger Barthlomew 

THE Sea Harvest Ocean Race from Cape 
Town to St Helena Bay and Saldanha Bay 
which starts in Cape Town on March 3 at 
7pm is developing into a very exciting 
race. 

For the first time in the race's history 
the L34 class will be there in force and 
they should put on quite a peformance. 

There is also an entry coming from 
Bank of Lisbon sailed by Tony Abbot and 
a previous Rothmans Week winner 
Gwaap sailed by Mark Stevens will also 
be in with a chance. 

The race starts in Table Bay and the 
yachts go round a mark at Cape Colum­
bine, then a oiark vessel in St Helena Bay 
and on to the finish line in Saldanha, cov­
ering approximately 160 nautical miles. 

• The annual Snoekies Longhaul organ­
ised by the Hout Bay Yacht Club takes 
place this coming weekend, Saturday, 
February 27 with the skippers briefing 
scheduled for 9am. · 

This is a race designed specifically for 
catamarans and goes from Hout Bay 
round a mark off Oude Kraal and back to 
Hout Bay. 
The results of the Standard Bank Hobie Na­
tional Championships in Mossel Bay recently 
were as follows: 

Hobie 16 Class: 1 C and M-A Tucker (USA); 2 D 
Kruyt and Lynda Paarman (FHBC); 3 B Dodds 
and S Arnold (Plet); 4 S Ferry and C Boswell 
(FHBC). . 

Hobie 14 Class: 1 R Edwards (Knysna); 2 A 
Price (FHBC); 3 Ren Brand (Def); 4 A Ward 
(PEBYC). 


