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Solo sailor 
Tony gets 
stuck at 
the .top · 
Yachting Reporter 
TONY Abbott, skipper of 
Moonshine in the Stannic South 
Star solo yacht race, was 
trapped at the top of his mast 

. for nearly two hours. 

His frightening experience 
bega.n when he climbed the 
mast yesterday to replace the 
broken halyard which sent a 
spinnaker overboard on Sun­
day. But he was unable to undo 
bis safety harness. 

And, with the yacht steering 
itself, Abbott struggled to free 
hiruelf more than .\2m above 

e deck. Eventually he ma6 
it back to the deck though. 

The four skippeQ in the race 
to St Helena and ·back have 
solved their initial teething· 
troubles and are now racing in 
earnest. 

THE PROBLEMS 
"We have all had problems 

learning to handle ourselves 
and our boats, but now this 
learning process is over and we 
can 1 really begin racing," Ian 
Duncan in Adamant reported 
by radio last night. 

Bertie Reed in Seaboard En­
ergy, Paul Rodgers in Spin­
drift, Abbott and Duncan -
have all logged an average of 
more than 150 miles a day. 
These speeds are considered 
good for crewed yachts, but ex­
ceptional for single-handers 
who cannot drive their vessels 
as hard. 

LEAK 
Duncan said last night be 

bad overcome his seasickness 
and now felt confident. 

"Bertie said earlier that he 
believed· he had traced the leak 
in his boat to the propeller 
shaft," Duncan said. 

"His engine, before being 
sealed, was left in reverse 
gear, so that when he started it 
to charge his batteries the seal 
was broken and some damage 
was done to the shaft, which is 
allowing water in. 

"Reed is not concerned about 
the problem and is simply 
forced to pump every two 
hours." 

SOUTH-EAST TRADES 
The weather was perfect for 

racing, Duncan said, and the 
fleet was firmly in the south­
east trades and all were sailing 
with spinnakers. 

On distance sailed from 
Cape Town the lead has 
changed from Reed to Abbott, 
who has driven Moonshine 760 
miles from the starting-line. 

Reed and Rodgers are close 
together on distance sailed, 
about 60 miles behind Abbott. 


