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Leak threatens yacht on 
fourth day of solo race 
Yachting Correspondent 
BERTIE Reed in Seaboard Energy, 
one of the four entrants in the South 
Star solo race to St Helena and back, 
bas reported a leak which would fill 
the boat in two hours without regular 
pumping. 

According to reports late yesterday, 
Reed had gearbox trouble which may 
have something to do with the leak but 
be does not need help. 

His radio became wet, preventing 
, him from doing guard duty on Sunday, 

but a faint message was received from 
him yesterday. 

The yachts are running with spinna­
kers before a fresh 20-knot south-eas­
ter in the Benguela current west of Al­
exander Bay and making about six 
knots. 

All the yachts have reported diffi­
culties - Paul Rodgers m Spindrift 
bad trouble wlth bis self-steering gear, 
Tony Abbott in Moonshine tore two 
spinnaker;s, Ian Duncan in Adamant 
b· spinnaker tangled in the forestay 
a ruggled for six hours to free it. 

The yachts are taking turns to act as 
guard vessel but the convenor of the 
race, Dr Mike Adler, also in a Miura, 
is following the fteet to St Helena and 
relaying reports to Cape Town. 

The latest position report put Ada­
mant in the fead 1 392 miles from St 
Helena. Spindrift is second 1 400 miles 
from the island, Seaboard Energy . 
third with 1 418 miles to go and Moon­
shine trailing with 1 485 miles to go. 


