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A BITTER wrangle over the 
salvage rights to a Hout Bay 
yacht which beached in an 
ebb tide on the weekend has 
ended with the owners cough­
ing up R3 000. 

The R200 000 yacht Anastasia 
was left high and dry on Hout Bay 
heach on Saturday after she was 

.oored close inshore with engine 
lproblems. 

Her crew had taken her out to 
watch the start of the Cape-to-Rio 
race. 

Owner Mr Carel Steenekamp, of 
Lakeside, said that while he was 
negotiating with a salvage com­
pany to pull the yacht off the 
beach, a Mr Dave Bird of Blou­
bergstrand had hooked up the 
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boat and dragged her into har­
bour. 

"He had no right o take posses­
sion because it w s obvious she 
was not in any da ger," he said. 

After hearing th t Mr Bird had 
claimed salvage ights he met 
him at the harbo r ·and said Mr 
Bird had told him he would get a 
Supreme Court order to attach 
the yacht unless h'.e paid him sal­
vage costs. 

Mr Steenekamp said Mr Bird 
had contacted him on Monday 
and said he wanted R3 500 as a 
salvage fee saying he had rescued 
the yacht from "certain disaster". 

He conceded Mr Bird had in­
curr.ed expenses and removed it 
from the beach and yesterday he 
reluctantly agreed to pay him. 

Mr Bird said he had used his 
initiative and felt he was entitled 
to the money because he had suc­
cessfully salvaged the boat which 
was in danger of being flooded 
and was unaware at another 
salvage company had be en 
called. 

"I feel I am entitled to R3 000 
for saving a R200 000 yacht after 
the swell was increasing and the 
south-easter was picking up and 
she was in real danger of being 
flooded," he said. I 

CRIPPLED YACHT . . . Carel Steenekamp on board his yacht Anastasia in Hout Bay harbour 
yesterday. He became e broiled in a row ab.Jut salvaging rights after the yacht ran aground at 
the weekend. Picture: HAROLD KING 




