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GREG KNOWLER on the yacht race labelled the toughest-ever 

Sailing 
round 
the 
world 
the 
wrong 
way. • • 

WHEN ONE THINKS 
about round-the-world 
yacht races, the BOC 

Challenge or the Whitbread 
springs to mind. 

However, there is another 
race which is due to start in 
Southampton in September, 
and the British Steel Chal­
lenge has been labelled as the 
toughest-ever round-the­
world race. 

It is the brainchild of Chay 
Blyth who, in 1971, became 
the first man to sail around 
the world alone against the 
prevailing winds and cur­
rents. 

Ten identical 67-foot yachts 
will take part in the race and 
will sail through some of the 
cruellest and most dangerous 
seas in the world, calling at 
Rio de Janiero , Hobart, 
Mauritius and Cape Town. 

Capt Blyth is putting three 
1 years of his life into the 

challenge. 
"I know, from experience, 

what each of the crew volun­
teers will have to face," he 
said. 

"It is a chance for the ordi­
nary man and woman to ex­
perience the extrordinary and 
create the memories of a 
lifetime." 

What makes the race so dif­
ficult is that it's a "back­
wards" race with the boats 
sailing against the current 
and prevailing winds and cir­
cumnavigating the globe in 
the opposite way to the 
Whitbread and BOC. They 
will sail a distance of 28 300 
miles before returning to 
Southampton in May, 1993. 

After the announcement 
that South Africa will be ad­
mitted to the Olympic Games 
this year several major spon­
sors and crew requested that 
Cape Town be made a calling 
port. This will improve the lo­
gistics of the race as well a.s 
enabling the fleet to avoid the 
end of the cyclone season in 
the Mauritius area. 

Th boats are expected to e=::= 

ernational 

·arrive in Cape Town in March, 
1993. 

David Thomas, one of Brit­
ain's leading authorities in 
match racing craft, designed 
the crafts which are identical 
in hull shape, weight, sails, 
layout and handling arrange­
ments. There will be no handi­
capping and the yachts will 
compete on equal terms. 

This means the :Yacht which 
wins will be sailed by the crew 
that performs best as a team 
and has the skill, determina­
tion and stamina to drive her 
as fast as possible for weeks 

entered in the British Steel Challenge 

on end. 

Twelve trained crew volun­
teers will man the specially 
designed steel yachts, and the 
race will be run under the aus­
pices of the Royal Ocean Rac­
ing Club. Each yacht will be 
skippered by an experienced 
yachtsman or woman. 

Many people who will take 
part in the race had never 
sailed on a yacht before sign­
ing up for the challenge. They 
come from a wide range of oc­
cupations including a dentist, 
crane driver, window fitter, fu­
neral director, agronomist. 

market gardener and one re~ 
tired man. 

With the lack of experience 
of entrants, there have to be 
many hours and miles of sea 
covered in training the crew 
and turning them into a high­
ly co-ordinated team, and the 
first boat launched has al­
ready covered 23 000 miles in 
training. 

Every yacht will carry a 
doctor and comprehensive 
medical supplies. 

All 10 yachts will be individ­
ually sponsored and one spon­
sorship has been reserved for 
a South-Atg;an company. L 


