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ABOVE are the four good men and true who compri ed the hort Ii t of poten­
tial kipper for next year' Singlebanded Tran atlanti Race, South Africa' 

first venture into big-time deep ea racing- with the laurel wreath marking the 
winner. Thi venture, which ha now become a national affair, wa fir t conceived 
by thi magazine, after our fruitle effort to tir up a team for the Admiral's Cup 
racing in which Au tralia has just di tingui hed her elf. 

The Springbok kipper, Bruce Dailing, wa cho en after a erie of meeting in 
the office of S.A. Yachting ju t before we went to pres , but on the next two page 
i more of the latest new on the venture and the man . A the picture o obviou ly 
demonstrate, any one of the e four could have put up a fine how in the race. South 
Africa i lucky to have behind her entry a trio of plendid potential unofficial " re-
erve . All four of them are tough, experienced and dedicated men. 

The hip ha now been turned over and work i going ahead with her completion . 
Our other picture were taken by David Baker during an in pection trip by the 
technical uh-committee, the editor, Brian Lello and Gordon Webb, and the Spring­
bok Ocean-racing Tru t Fund repre entative, Commander A. D . Boyle of the 
South African avy. 

* * * 
Since the cap ize of the big catamaran Golden ockerell, in Britain' fir t multi­

hull race recently, and a couple of other incidents there ha been a renewal of the 
ometime hot-headed di cu sion about the relative merit and afety of tri' and 

cats and conventional monohull . In the meantime crui ing multihull continue to 
make their way a ro the ocean and round the world. The latest to arrive in 
Cape Town i a parti ularly handsome and well-outfitted 44-footer, World Cat, 
which ha come all the way from the Pa ific a t of the United State and coped 
well enough with a na ty patch of Cape Agulha bad weather. 

However, we must continue to report the other ide of the coin, in the intere t 
of the yachting community generally. We have ju t heard from Paul Hopkin , 
editor of Australian Seacraf t, who write : " Thi week another Au tralian trimaran 
came to grief. Four men and the boat, Banders11atch , are mi ing off the far 
outhern SW oa t. If our fear are confirmed, thi lo will account for nine 

live in a little over 12 month off the ea tern coa t of Au tralia- all in trimaran ." 
Bandersnatch wa , of course, one of Au tralia' out landing tri , the faste t of 

the multihulls that ailed the Sydney-Hobart Race cour e, and crewed by tough and 
experienced eamen. It i up to reader to draw their own conclu ion from th i 
new incident and from :what they have already read in our and over ea journal . 
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22,000 LBS . OF "MUSCLES " : Here are the eight light alloy winches which will enable one man to handle often more than I ,OOO sq. ft . of 
Vectis terylene in the Springbok contender in next year's Transatlantic Race. Each foreground winch weighs only 14 lb., but can pull up 
to 3,000 lb. An equivalent Yankee winch weighs 60 lb . Giving the equipment the once-over are the S.T.A.R. Technical Committee, Gordon 
Webb and Brian Lello, with the representative of the Springbok Ocean Racing Trust Fund , Commander S. D. Boyle, of the S.A. Navy . In 
the background is the hull of the ketch, before it was turned over last month. Photo: David Baker 

BRUCE DALLING 
is S. A. 's lone Springbok Sailor 

HlGHVELD-born, Durban-ba ed. Bruce D ailing. 29, i 
the man to sai l outh Africa' ingle-hander in nex t 
year's race across the North Atl antic-the first out­

and-out Springbok venture into ocea n-racing. He was given 
the job by a selection comm ittee w hich sa t a ll week-end 
early thi month before arriving at a unanimous decision. 

Their voice wa then ratified by a full meeting of the 
nationa l organising committee, sitting in the office of S.A. 
Y achting. 

The selectors were Gordon Graha m, chai rman of the 
executive committee of S.A.Y.R.A .. Judge Louis van Win­
sen. president of the Royal Ca pe Yacht Cl ub. Colonel D on 
Ord. chairman of the Transvaa l Sailing Association and of 
the Federatio n of Aquatic Sports. Gordon Webb . S torm­
vogel's first skipper. Reg Ashman from Bloemfontein and 
Dick Prior fro m Durban, cha irman of the Offshore Com­
mit tee there. 
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T hi panel interviewed personall y the fou r men on the 
short Ji t. John Goodwin of H out Bay, Bobby Bongers of 
Zeekoevlei and Mike Puttergi ll. besides D ailing. When they 
had made their decision Judge Van Win en told the organ­
isi ng comm ittee how impressed they had been by the 
calibre and sailing qualifi cations of a ll four men, any one 
whom wa capa ble of putting up a fine show for South 
Afr ica. 

He then detai led at great length Bruce Dalling's con­
centrated pell of deep ea sailing. mostly in Australian 
and Hong Kong waters. which culm inated last year in hi 
8.000-mile solo voyage from H ong Kong to Durban. in his 
beautiful ly kept-up 4-tonner Vertue Carina. 

This year Dail ing went to England for the ocea n-raci ng 
easo n there and was honoured with the mate's job in the 

Roya l Ocean Raci ng C lub's own yacht Fanfare. He took 
pa rt in the F ast net Rock and other races, a nd the upshot 
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RIGHT, TOP TO BOTTOM : 
The pattern for the three-ton lead keel is checked by the manager 
of the marine division of Thesens Boatyard (left) and the boss, 
Stanley Thesen. 

Discussing construction details are I. to r. : manager Jim Dewar, 
Brian Lello, editor of S.A. Yachting, Commander Boyle, yard 
foreman Mike Marshall and Gordon Webb , Stormvogel 's first 
skipper. 
How to make the stem fairlead double as a lightweight breasthook 
is being thrashed out here. 

wa that the co mmittee had befo re them a very compli­
mentary letter fro m the Commodore of the R.O.R .C. abou t 
hi performance. 

While he was in Engla nd he co nducted a very thorough 
reconna isance on beha lf of our STAR venture, visiting 
Plymouth. the Royal Western Yacht Club there, the local 
boatyard : had ta lks with Colonel H asler of self-s teering 
fame: saw Laurent Gile ; a ttended the A.Y.R.S. sympo­
siu m on the single-han ded race and genera lly did an im­
mense amount of ground-work on our behalf, even though 
he had no inkling that he would get the job. 

In fact he appeared asto unded when he finally appea red 
before the full committee, to be asked to take South 
Africa's ship into his hands. 

Among a lot of other adven tur ing he has been an anti­
terrorist with commi ioned rank in Mala ya and ba done 
parachuting. He hold a B. c. (Agric.) degree and is at 
pre ent a warden of one of the hou es at the Univer ity 
of Natal. He is studying for a B.A .. reading among other 
subjects theology an d political science. 

All in all. a tough. experienced well-rounded charac ter 
who will be a credit to us in a race that ha become a great 
focal point of international prestige. 

Now that the skipper ha been selected. the fin al fitting 
out of naval architect Van der Stadt' ma terpiece will go 
ahead at full peed, but in direct co ll aboration with the 
man who has to ail the big racer. The week after the 
election. in the middl e o( th is month. there wa a general 

trek of the men beh ind the venture to Kn y na. to decide 
on the most sea manl ike layout for the spa rta n interior of 
the stripped-down racing hull and the equipping of the 
"fighting pl atform", on deck. 

The ski pper. however. wi ll not be tin ted in e sent ials. 
He has a magnificent , cleanly de igned gall ey love from 
Homestrand in America. l t wi ll burn alcohol for cleanli­
ness. heat and afety. A bucket of water wi ll put ou t an 
alcohol fire because the fuel is sol uble i n water. Petrol, 
and even paraffin . require specia l fire exti ngu ishers. 

In case the radio fai ls the accuracy of his navigation i 
a sured by one of the magnificent Bul ova e lectronic 
chronometers wh ich played uch a remarkable part in 
about half the fleet in the last big Transatlantic Race 
(the event fo_r ordinary, fully-man ned ocean-racer , we 
mea~). In spite of much brutal treatment, not one of 
the mstrument then ended up wi th an erro r of more 
than two second a day. • 

The wonderful "run" of the super­
light hull is beautifully demonstrated 
here. Mike Marshall is up there with 
one of his shipwrights. He has 
worked with such "greats" in 
Hampshire as Moody and Sons and 
Port Hamble. 

Photos : David Baker 

..... 
N 

~ 

<I.> 
.0 

.s 
(.) 

0 

J. 
z: 
;:: 
::c 
<..) 

~ 
z: 
< 
<..) 

;;;;: .... 
< 
::c ..... 
::I 
0 .,, 

Archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za

Archives of Richard Crockett 
& Sailing Publications. 

www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za




