
YACHT HARBOUR at MILLER'S POINT 

ALL ea-going ma ll craft owner pa y tribute to tbe 
good sense and vision of the Secretary of the Cape 
Divi ional ouncil , George Malan , for taking the ini ­

tiative a nd going a head with the planning of a badly­
needed haven in False Bay. The ite he ugges ts is the 
naturally-she ltered cove in front of the Co uncil" present 
Miller· Point plea sure resort- a lrea d y an imaginative 
fea ther in their admini trat ive cap. 

Our thanks a lso go to the South African Navy for their 
ex pert help in surveying and apprai ing the site at the 
professional level. 

Anyway, at the begin ning of this month the R850,000 
cheme wa laid before the Divisional Co uncil meeting. 

w ho have sen t it to their Work s ommittee for the fullest 
tud y. 

Ian Beynon went dow n to Miller' s Point pecia ll y to do 
readers a d rawing of what the harbour will look like. and 
he also traced the chart on the oppo ite page from the 
ma terial that went before the .Divisiona l ouncil. 

It will be see n that the propo ed harbour would cove r 
l 2 acres, as again t the JO ac res of the Y ac ht Basin in 

a pe Town Docks, and would take a bout 100 craft . 
No commercial fishing boat o r unde irable activit!e 

would be allowed in it. It would be exclusivel y for the use 
of sportsmen. 

The new South Africa n "In shore ea Rescue Service. 
which is a ppealin g to loca l a uthoritie to help provide 
launching ra mps or moo ring fa ilitie . could base a ea­
re cue launch there . 

The nava l su rve y. and a report by Mr. H . R. Moffa t. 
former ch;ef civil engineer to the South Africa n R ai lwa} 
a nd H arbour Administration. on the proje t. showed the 
ite to be ideal for the propo ed ha rbour . 

Mr. Moffat then wrote: " ot only would uch a mall­
craft harbour be a great boon to yachstmen a nd motor-
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boat owners. but it would e nhance the att ractiveness of the 
land facilities a lready provided at Miller's P oint." 

Mr. Malan says the haven co uld be as good a the bet 
m a ll-boat harbour a nyw here in the wo rld . lts facilitie 

" hould no t be less th a n we re found in some of the poore t 
Medi te r ranean coun t ries". 

At leas t o ne Cabinet M inister has recogni ed the worth 
of such a project as a n international tourist a ttraction for 
the waters off a pe Point regarded as among the be t big­
game fi shing wate rs in the world. 

The report emp ha ise that existing faci lities at Cape 
Town and Si monstown for small-boat owner are inade­
qua te , outda ted and crude, and at Simonstown are de­
creasing beca use of nava l need s. 

The present demand for mooring cannot be met , with 
the result that score of boa t can be een at week-end 
be '. ng ha uled along roads on traile rs. 

The project is too big fo r the ind ividual club , Mr. M alan 
tres e . ll should be carried out by a region a l authority 
upported by public demand a nd the municipa lities in the 
a pe Divisio n. 
When he presented hi pl an a t the Cou nci l meeting Mr. 

Malan told councillors: 'The need for a small-boat har­
bou r cannot be d i puted . The fac t that it has to be at a 
selected ite cannot be disputed. Neither can it be disputed 
th a t thi election must be done b y experts. 

"The result. according to experts. i the pl a n for this ite 
at Mill er' Point. be yond Simon town. Thi the onl y 
place where it can possibl y be e tabli hed ." 

Referring to the harbour as a n asset to the nation, he 
a; d small boats more than played their part in time of 

war. It was th e small boats that got the Brit i h Army off 
Dunkirk . 

Their potenti al role in outh Africa wa equ all y high . 
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Outlined above in the bold black line is the pro­
posed small-craft harbour for sea-going crui ;ers 
at Miller's Point, in False Bay on the seaward 
side of the S.A. N avy's H.Q. in Simonstown. 
On t he opposite page is the view from the r.>ad, 
looki ng along the picturesque mountains all the 
way to Muizenberg. Both drawings by courtesy 
of Ian Beynon. 
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