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PI C TU R ES AND R EPORT BY BIANCA LAVIES 

A ATIONAL no t oo n to be forgo tte n. lt wa eno r- Na ta l Yac ht ing As oc ia ti on . 
mous ! Nea rl y 300 boats , a t lea ; t 2 1 ocial eve nt a nd In the then exis t mg co ngested co ndit io n the fi r t p rob-
hundreds of yachtsmen c rowding the cl ub . the hard !em they had to tac kle was boa t parkin g. The Ci ty oun-

a nd tryi ng to find pa rking fo r their ca r . c il's generous co-o pe ra tion prov ided a newly-reclai med a rea 
F ro m the wind y sha mble of the fir st week, with broke n with pa rking fo r 200 boa ts a nd a n add iti ona l lipway w hich . 

gea r. ca ps izes a nd collision wi th tug . to the ve ry e ri ou 'o fa r as the pa rking was co ncerned, '"made'" the regat ta . 
a nd cl o e co mpetiti on of the last wee k the re was neve r a Va rio us sub-committees we re for med to dea l wi th o ther 
dull moment. Th o e foll owing the event clo e ly held their ma tters. 
brea th o n ma ny o~ca ions. The pu blic re la tio n committee, wi th Ham ish a mpbell 

Th e o rga ni sa ti o n wa spl end id- a nd so it hould be wi th a co nvener , had been re po n ible fo r publicity, pr int ing of 
a ll the pl a nnin g th a t had preceded the even t. Eighteen prog ra mmes . lia iso n with the sponso r a nd the South 
months ea rlie r they had ta rted. with the fo rma tion of a A fri ca n Yacht Rac ing Asso ia tion . 
co mm ittee under the chai rmanship of Bo b La mber t. the The technica l commit tee. wi th Ern ie Mo rri on a c n-
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I. At the welcoming party for the first week at t he Point Yacht 
Club : from (left) Mr. Bob Lambert , President of the South 
African Yacht Racing Association , Captain L. A. Dickinson , 
Nautical Adviser , and Mr. Bob Fraser , Commodore Point 
Yacht Club. 

2 . Mrs. Bob Dutton of the Loch Vaal Yacht Club and Mrs. 
Georges Baikoff of the Transvaal Yacht Club. 

3. Sprog skipper June Henson (left) and her crew Jean Hum­
phreys of V.L.C., who sailed Salamander. 

4 . Assistant regatta secretary Poppy van Bredow , P. Forster , 
Zeekoevlei Yacht Club , helped with communications . 

5. Fin Heunis and his crew Ralph Ehlers from Pretoria . 
6 . From left Mrs. Susan Saul from Johannesburg , Paul Helmbold 

V .L.C. , Aiden Barrett, East Rand Yacht Club , Jean Sinclair , 
Zeekoevlei Yacht Club , who skippered a Sprog. 

7 . From left Judy Williams from Hermanus, who crewed for 
Helen Andrews in a University of Cape Town Sprog. With 
them is Lyndall Andrews of Cape Town . 

8. Neill Bramwell (left) of the Zeekoevlei Yacht Club and his crew 
Lester Smith of Johannesburg study their Spearhead from 
a different angle . 
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9. Winners of the Tempo class , Mrs . Molly Warr and her crew 
Dieter Bondzus. 

10 . Bob Lange , part of the hardworking team on the bridge. The 
Secretary of the Spearhead Association Jim Horn and Bianca 
Lavies promoting Spearheads. 

11 . Sprog skipper Frank Thompson and Mrs. Daphnie Logie of 
Port Elizabeth. 

12 . Ma Watt of Knysna and her crew Richard Perks. 
13 . Jack Koper and his crew Cheryl Warr . 
14. Paddy and Phil Pearce , President and Secretary of the Sprog 

Association , and newly elected public relation officer , Allan 
Brooks (left). 

15 . From left Messrs . Eric Burner , Bob Lambert, Basil Lindhorst 
and Bob Fraser at the prizegiving for the first week . 

16. Spearhead winners Doug Harrowsmith and his crew Keith 
Lesley (left). 

17 . Gerard Koper received the Sprog trophy from Mrs . Bob 
Lambert. 

18. Molly Warr and crew Dieter Bondzus receive their national 
Sprog trophy . 
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This is why SprOJS always field the biggest fleet at any National Regatta-the most vivid fun and hardest competition for the outlay in 
time and money. The cockahoop pair are Glen Louden , of Poin t Yacht Club , and his crew David Buckley. 

THE NATIONAL . 
(Continued from page 16) 

vener. John Sul ly a nd Bob Fra er. had the task of pre­
paring ~ai l ing instructions and cour e . a rranging mark a nd 
line-laying and dealing ith man y o ther technicalities to 
ensure racing conditions of the highe t s tandard. 

Bridge arrangement were in the hand of the Bridge 
Officers' A -socia ti on with their pre ident, Bill Cranko a 
convener. providing judge . t ime-kee per . tarter and sig­
nallers. Rescue craft were in the hand'i of Malco lm Gibbs. 

There wa' a regatta ec ret ary for each of the three week . 
For the fi r' t there 'a Hamish Ca m pbell. the second J oe 
Harri a nd the third Dan Smillie. 

A is tan t reg:itta secretary for the fir t week wa charm­
ing Mrs. Poppy van Bredow. of Bl oemfontein . who ha been 
ecre tary of the Bl oemfo ntein Yacht Club sin e 195 1. Thi 

wa her ewnth national regatta in succession in which 
.;he helped . She even found time to help wit h the Dabchick 
.,tart . 

Helping Dan millie the third week wa efficient Bruce 
William. 

Jean Be het of B.P. "as also a grea t ad mini strative help 
in the regatta ecretar} '. offi e throu ghout the three weeko;;. 

Al o co ntribut ing large ly to th e succeo;; of the regatta 
wa; the co-operation of Durban "<; Po rt Captain Terry Mc­
Kinn on and ap tain Leslie Di ckin o n. nautical adviser. 
who a llowed th e racing to take place in the bay a nd per­
mitted and helped with the Roya l Cape One De ign racing 
off-shore. And thanks sho uld yet again go to the South 
African Navy for their gu ard hip S.A .S. Jo ha1111esb11rg a nd 
to the launches who towed the R .C.O. D.s in or out and 
took spe ta ters on board . 

FIRST W EE K 

THIRTY-0 E Spearheads . 60 Sprog . 30 Enterpri e, 
ix Bosuns. even Flying Fifteens , 13 05 . seven O.K .s, 

seven Fireballs. II G. P . 14s. 13Tem pos. 17 Dabchicks. 
!together. wi th some la te entrie-;. a total of 201 boats. 
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The new park ing area wa a ble ing. 
All the visi tors were there a nd guarding the ne\\ slipwa y 

wa Char lie Allen and hi a si tant Cyril France . Charlie 
wa one of the bu iest men in the regatta. gelling the large 
fleet into the wa ter in the hortest poo;; ib le time a nd after­
ward checking as they a me asho re . 

A small wooden "'home" wa erected for him at the top 
of the lipway. Other thing one noticed a t the beginning 
of the regatta were two enormous 500-gallon drum a t the 
top of the s lipway containing By-P rox detergent supplied 
by B.P . in mall plastic bucket (which o ne could keep) 
to remove oi l from boats. 

Rothman ' fami li ar blue mobile unit wa there again. 
Rothmans did a plendid jo b printin g blue and white couro;;e 
cha rts . sa iling instruction a nd programmes. They alo;;o 
looked after the announcing s} tern and ma ny other mat­
ter . 

One o( the ,ki ppe r aid after the firq week: "The beaut 
of it was th a t there were plenty of co ur;,e c hart . Ea h 
time yo u needed a new one nobody moa ned ." 

The ocia l event of the fir t week were we ll attended . 
The welcoming pa rty . the first week party. the regatta d n c 
a nd in part ic ular the 505 film . how. The o nly compl ai nt of 
m a ny wa : "' We were a bit too clapped at night after the 
day's sai lin g."" 

There were also the clas as ociation meeting, and 
din ner ; a nd a particularly hilariou one. l be lieve. wa the 
Spea rhead A ociati o n's where Secretary Jim Horn (after 
plenty of red wine) ··1old the boy what he th ought of 
them'". 

The life of the evening were wi th o ut doub t the Univer-
ity of Cape Town student - 25 of them. The Y.M. .A. 

sti ll wonders what h it their quiet building on the Esplanade. 
Even the yacht men a t fir. t threw ome surpri ed glance at 
6-(t. 2-in. John Bell riding a size 24 girlo;; · bicycle among 
the boats ... 

It was not a ll pla y, ho'Wever. 
The tudent did some plendid ai ling. otable in the 

Spearheads was the fact that they gained econd and third 
place overall (a well as tenth a nd thirteenth ). And Plops1 
sailed b Mops (Sue Baxte r) and Popsy (Jean R ussell) 
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turned o ut in each race , which wa a good effort a, they 
\\ere real! too light in the t rong wind . 

far as the sailing is concerned it proved to be a fir t 
\eek of howling gale . disma ting, colli ion . ca psiz ing and 

.tl mosl incredible conge tion on Durba n Bay. And it wa . 
thi> rowding when I spoke to yacht o;; men after the end of 
the 'Week. which man had agaim.t the rega tta. 

"'The course were the beq that co uld be laid in the cir­
cu msta nce . we rea li se that." "The beats were a bit long."' 
'' It wa far _100 congested in the .channel. Thi s is not racing 

ny more- it depends on luck 111 many case>. Particularly 
\\.it h all the s hipping cutt ing through the dense fleet. " 

The andbank' were a compl aint. too. ·· ven at high tide 
o ur entreboard touched." ' 

.\!any a good wo rd wa aid abo ut other things. uch 
.i : :·The org_a!1i ation wa ,. excellent "; " the laun ching and 
park111g fac 1!1 t1e plend1d : "'the buffet lunche cheap. 
good and qu1 k'' . etc. 

arurday. la1111ary 7 
The tuning-up race in the afternoon a ttracted crowd 

1 hey lined the _ ach t m ole, below the judge· box. from 
'" here the ra e wa., <, tarted , and extended to the end of the 
pier. 

1111day, Ja1111ary 8 
howling >o uth-we ter caused the tuning-up race for 

the afternoon to be can e lled . 

~1o11day, Ja1111an· 9 
The firq official day of the rega tta. Pennant> fle"' gail 

from the Point Yacht Cl ub a nd Roya l Natal Ya ht lub 
tlag:ma t . bright~ning a grey day. 

F1~teen Dab h1ck <; tarted the fir t race in the morning. 
Lead mg throughout was De rrek M o rri on. of the Point 
Ya ht Club. fo ll owed by Warwick tevem. of the Victoria 
Lake Club. '"ho wa overta ken on the last reach to the 
fini-.h by Pam Gold mith . 

In icy wind , pou ring rai n and a gusty >Ou th -easterh · 
the other cla 'es started their fir st race in the ationa l in 
the afternoon. 

The trimaran Ga1· l ock wa the co mmittee boat. he 
form ed part of the <. tarting line and arried the judges. 

. rhe fin.t cla '"ere the Spea rhead . Doug Harrowsmith 
lll the Tran vaal sai led an excellent race. He was well back 

after the start but made up a number of place., till he 
aught and chal lenged Bob Brunea, who was lying th ird. on 

the fir t reac h. He managed to get to weather o f him cro%­
ing the bank on the spi nn a ker reach. The next boat he 
caught wa Basil Beavan of Du rba n. Then he went ahead 
to cha llenge the ler.der, J . Versfeld. of the Unive r'\it of 

ape T own Yacht C lub. w ho he man aged to pass on the 
bea t o f the la<;t but one leg. Ver>fcld fini shed econd with 
Dave Denley of Durban thi rd . 

The Sprogs were next national c lass to start. e ii 
Harris. of the I land Sailing Club in Durban. led round 
the fir t ma rk followed by era rd Ko per, of ZeeJ.. oev lei 
Yacht C lu b, a nd Jack Goldsmith. of Point Yacht lub . 
Then Ko per took the lead a nd kept it till the end. J a k 
G o ldo;;mith was econd t ill he lo'>t hi place on the la>t 
beat. when he ·'mi judged a tug" which O'>l him a number 
of places. Brian Vickers. of the niver,ity of Natal Ya ht 

ub. made up se ven places on the la t leg to finish se o nd 
with Ce ily Harri third and David H udson fourt h. · 

Jack Koper . of Cape Town . led the Tempo for mo>t 
of the race till Molly Warr, of Cape T own. ove rtook him 
on the last run to the finis h. Koper was '>econd and Will y 
Combri nk. of Hermanu . third. The race was close through­
out between those fir t three boats. 

The Enterprises had their own s tart. The race wa s lose 
betwee n Tony Bennington of the Transvaal a nd W ilfrid 
Ha ncock of Durban. Bennington took the lead half-wa 
on the long _leg t ~1 the first mark and managed to keep 
Ha ncock behi nd him. who wai. clo e o n his heels for the 
whole race . 

Third wa S. Smith of Pret o ri a a nd fourth rnie Shaw 
of Du rban. David Alexander of Durb n wa unlucky to 
tear hi ma insail in half when it nagged the committee 
boat's bow. 
Tuesday , l a11 11ary I 0 

In. the morning. for the Dabchick race. there wa a 
medium-strong ea terly. but 11 came up ~ irong ha lf-, ay 
through and a large number of boat had to be towed in . 
Seventeen sta rted ; on ly six fini hed . 

Derr~k Morri on led thro ughout a nd wo n with a big 
le~d w11h Warwick Stevens second and Pam Gold~mith 
third. 

T oward lunch the wind became trongcr and tile Bluff 

(Continued on page 20) 

The Spearhead'~ :ivind~ start of the _second race. No. 184 is E. Dokoupil , of Durban and 116 is Jim Horn, of the Victoria Lake Club, who 
later had a coll1S1on with a tug as his dinghy was running wild . 
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In no sport is the sense of speed a nd the joy of skilled cont rol higher 
than in dinghy racing , Here the very essence of the game is 
captured , as Pete r Collins and his crew in Flavonius go seething 
a long, during the first week 's hard going. 

THE NATIONAL • • • 
(Continued from page 19) 

-;igna l ta tion recorded 40 m.p. h. at the ti me the race wa to 
s tart. 

Part of the fl eet ve ntu red out and many came to grief 
as oo n a<, they were out of the -; he lter of the yacht 
harbour. 

Re<;cue la u nche-; had the ir hand -; full , towing in water­
logged c raf t wit h thei r bed ragg led ski pper<; and crew hang­
in g o n for dear life . 

Th o-;e t ha t d id s t ~·.y up thoro ughl y e nj oyed a n exh ilarat­
ing ail. sk; mm ing a t fa nta tic peed ac ross th e water wi th 
sp ray fl yin g. 

Fina ll y the committee boa t ca me back, he rse lf towed 1n 
b y the la un ch Jonath an a nd fl yin g the ca ncella t ion fl ag. 

W edn esday. January 11 
A d ay of comp lete ca rn age no t ma ny w ill soon forget. 

For the m o rning a re<;a il of the previo u<; a fte rn oon\ race 
had bee n c hedu led . 

A ga le- force so uth -weste r ca psized ma ny before they 
had even reached the s ta rting line. 

Wo r. t o ff we re the Spea rheads. The o nes t hat d id 
ma nage to reac h th e fir s t ma rk were over no t lo ng after. 
The bay soon looked like a ba tt le fi e ld o f mas t<;, s par and 
upside-d own c ra ft. 

O f the J J Spea rh ead o n ly o ne fini s hed- N . Groo te . 
o f th e U ni vers ity o f Ca pe T ow n Yac ht C lub, w ho made 
his ach ieve me nt even grea te r by fin ishing und er full ai l. 

T o ugh luck o n Da ve Wis ha rt w ho, with Skip · Robe rt s as 
c rew unde r j ib o n ly, pe nt prac tica ll y the w ho le race ca p­
sizing a nd ba ili ng. T hey ca rri ed o n rega rd le<;s, but 10 ya rds 
fro m the fini s hing line they a iled comple te ly un der a nd 
had to give up. 

T wo T ra nsvaa l Spea rhea d sk ippe rs had a no the r ex pe ri­
e nce they will no t soon fo rge t ... they bo th hit a tu g. 
Jim H o rn hit o ne head -on to p revent c ru hin g his crew, 
his wife P eggy; a nd R obe rt Boyd wa nea rly nicked by a 
tug ' p ro pe lle r. Bo th we re o ut o f co ntro l afte r a ca p ize. 
Luckil y no o ne wa hurt a nd the da mage to the boa ts was 
re pa ira ble. 

Onl y two of the I J Tempo fini shed , with K e ith Ri b-
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b in k, of R oya l Nata l Yacht C lu b, fi rst a nd P. Oe'>chger, 
of Zeekoevlei Yac ht Cl u b , ·econd. 

On ly 17 of th e 60 ta rte rs fini hed in the Sprog . David 
H udson was firs t, fo llowed by G. Ko per a nd Dav id Cox 
of Du rba n. 

E rnie Sh aw wa the fi rs t E nterp ri. e, fini s hing the race 
wi tho u t a ca psize . He was fo llowed acros the line by 
Mic hae l oyce a nd S. Smith . 

The da mage do ne in the race , pa rti cula r ly to the boar-, 
of the up-co untry yac ht me n wit h their li ghte r gear. wa'> 
e normo us. Sa il s were ripped , rudde r bro ke n a nd there were 
fi ve Spea rheads w ith b ro ken mast. . 

T he th ird race, sc hedu led fo r the afte rn oo n. wa can­
ce ll ed . 

(Continued on page 22) 

I. Hans Weis of Welkom , president of the Sharpie Association , 
chats to Ron Weston of the Henley Midmar Yacht Club , 
skipper of Ricochet. 

2. Hardmaster Charlie Allen and his assistant Cyril Frances (left) . 
3. These three travelled 1,700 miles from Windhoek towing 

their F.D . to take part. From left Gertz Kliihn , his crew 
Hans Berker and Brigitta Klohn . 

4. Swedish current Finn champion Arne Akerson and Ernie Shaw , 
South African champion 1966. 

5. Ted Dunster and Monty Charlton Jones, the information unit . 
6 . Keith Musto (left) and Tony Morgan , the British F.D. team . 
7 . Wibo Zwart of Knysna. 
8. Regatta Secretary Dan Smillie and his assistant Jean Bechet 

of B.P. 
9. Sharpie skipper Sam Mcilrath of Boskop Yacht Club and Jean 

Pritchard , a member of his crew . 
I 0. Finn skipper Neil Menzies of Pretoria Sailing Club . 
11 . Neil Mcinnes and his crew Mike Storm of Durban. 
12. Visitors from Lourenco Marques: Armando Casimiro and his 

son Ruy Filipe. 
13. John Tainton (right) and his crew Norman Webster of the 

East Rand Yacht Club. 
14. Finn skipper Chris Bertie of the Zeekoevlei Yacht Club. 
I 5. Finn skipper Tony Humphris of Cape Town . 
16. Don Ord , David Butler and Jay Hagger of Salisbury. 
17. Sharpie skipper Trevor Wellbeloved and his crew Ke it h 

Elliott and John Taylor, all from Victoria Lake Club . 
18. F.D. skipper Basil Joyce and his crew Barry Barbou r from 

Cape Town. 
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THE NATIONAL . • • 

(Continued from page 20) 

Th11nda_1, Ja1111ary 12 

Two more Dabchick race, that day were both won b y 
Warwick Stevens the third round with Derek M orri o n 
second and A , Allan of V,L. . third- and the fourth round 
with Pam Gold mith econd and Derek Morrison third . 
Hi s worst race of the week . 

That morning there wa the Jnter- lub which a\\ even 
Spearheads and 12 Si;>rog on the water, each representing 
a club 1n South Afnca . It was a sunny morning with a 
lig ht easter ly wind. 

Doug Harrowsmith won the pearhead ailing for the 
Redhou c Yacht lub, with the Canta ti lead of eight 
minutes , scoring 1,004 points. Next wa . Versfeld, fo r 
the . niver ity of ape Town Yacht lub, 703 point , and 
Ba 11 Beavan, for Island ai ling lub, 527 point . 

In the progs inter-club race G. Koper sa iling for Zee­
koev l e~, pulled farther a nd farther ahead throughout the 
race llll he won by five minute , coring J,277 poin . 
Second was Colin F r ter, sai ling for the S.A . .S.A., with 
976 point : a nd third e il y Harri for I land Sailing lub 
800 points. ' · 

For the third ra e in the afternoon the official fourt h 
rou nd ) it was overca L The wind, were still light and the 
neet sa iled a cou rse whi h tarted a t the bayhead . 

In the pearhead P. van Oerle. of Redhouse Yacht 
lub, was fir t round the fir t mark, but Doug Harrow­

~m llh , then seco nd , took the lead on the fetch of the econd 
leg. Doug pulled ahead to win by an enormou margin 
from Van Oerle, who wa followed acros the line by 
W arren, of the Univer ity of a pe Town Yacht Jub. 

In the progs there was a neck-a nd-neck battle between 
Da vid H udson a nd . M a nso n on the fir t leg but icky 
Korving! of the nivers ity of atal Ya ht iub, walked 
away with them a ll. He made up five place during the 
race to get the gu n. D avid Hud on wa econd and G. 
Koper third. 

In the Enterpri . e it wa a clo e race between Hancock 
and Bennington on the first round . The gun, however, 
went to H an ock with S. Smith econd a nd Bennington 
third . 

M o il y Warr, who had retired in the ga le of the previou 
day, s ored her econd win in the Tempo with J . Spilhau • 
of Zeekoev lci Ya hi lub. econd and W. ombrink third . 

Friday, Ja1111ary 13 

Two more races we re held that day. ln the morning the 
chedu led fifth race in the conic t a nd in the afternoon 

the re ail of Wedne day afternoon ' third round. 
There wa a north-ea terly for the morning' race which 

became quite trong toward the end and cau ed everal 
ap ize . 

Although Ver feld had taken an ea rl y lead in the pear­
head Cla , the gun went to Dave Denley wi th Doug 
H arrow mith second . 

. Koper won the prog . with A. Bru in econd and 
Donkin third , 

Ernie haw. scored another win in the nterpri e , with 
Don McKenzie second and G. Law on third. 

J ack Koper got the gun in the Temp . , followed clo ely 
by Molly Warr. . Oe chger wa third . 

The wi nd changed to the north-ea t for the aEternoon' 
ra e and the barometer dropped to an a larming extent, bu t 

LEFT, TOP TO BOTTOM : 
Bruce McCurragh skippering the SOS Makati and flying a suit of 
sails made in his own Durban loft . 

Dave Wishart , of Point Yacht Club , screams along in the Spear­
head Volante. 

Bill Davidson and his crew , from the Zululand Yacht Club, sitting 
pretty on the Enterprise Eclipse. 
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the b u,ter held off till the race was ove r that evening. 
!tho ugh H arrowsmith led the pearhead for most of 

the ra e , Versfeld got ahead of him on the la t round t 
get the gun. H arrow mith wa econd with H. Warren, of 
the niver ity of Cape Town, third . 

. Bruins, of Hermanu , made up two pla es in the 
prog to get the gun, fol lowed acros the liRe by G . 

Ko per "ho had caught up five boat , te" art Donkin wa 
third . 

Jn the Temp s Jack K oper and Molly Warr had an 
exciting race. M oily wa leading nly ju t- on the la t 
leg when Jack tacked into the current in the cha nnel whic 
pa id him off. He got the gun. with oily second and F. 
Oeschger third . 

Tony Bennington became the Enterpri e winner wi th . 
vent\, of Ea t Rand , se ond and , Smith third . Ernie 
ha w "a four•h . 
The Dabchick had their fifth round that day, won b 

Derek Morrison , with Warwick Stevens econd a nd B. 
huttle orth of Pretoria third . Thi put the two leader 

very clo e a nd the next clay's race wou ld be the deciding 
o ne. 

·arurday Ja11 11ary 14 

tiff out h-westerl •. but not too tiff to enjo) a good 
race and there were on ly a few capsizes. 

In the Spearhead Doug Ha rrow mith cored a fina l win , 
to make him- with two firs ts, two econd a nd one retire ­
ment- the natio na l Spearhead champion . 

cond in that la t Spearhead race was Bob Bruneau. 
a nd Dave Wis hart third. 

In the prog A . Bruin won the la t race wiih Arthur 
tile~ of the P.Y.C. econd and Colin For ter third. but 

the nationa l champio n hip went to Gerhard Koper, of 
Zeekoevlei Yacht Club, who had cored two fir ts, two 
\econd , and a third a nd a fifth . 

The la t race wa the deciding one in the Enterpri e 
between Ernie haw and Tony Bennington and it proved 
a n unlucky one for Bennington . H e had to win it to be­
come nationa l c hampion , a nd come in the fir t ix to come 
·econd overa ll. In tead he broke hi rudder before the 
tart . He repaired it temporarily but finished th irteenth 

which gave him third pl ace overa ll . 
Ernie haw, winner of the la t race, became national 

cha mpion. 
Particularly notable in the other categorie in the 0 

Cla duri ng the week wa young Robert Bowden of the 
Point Yacht C lu b, who won the Bosun las with ix 
fir . t , the on ly kipper in the regatta to achieve uch a 
record . 

Rienk Duur m a, of Point Yacht Club, won the O.K. 
Cla with lour first , which wa the next be t core. 

The final D abchick race wa won by John Herrid ge of 
Zulula nd. Derrek Morri on wa econd. A. Alla n third and 
W. Ste en ixth, which made O errek national champion . 

lthough he cap ized twice before the tart of the la t 
race, Molly Warr managed a third in the tiff wind which 
gave her the national. Very well done indeed, con idering 
the tough wi nd we had that week . Molly cored overall 
l,R.1.3.2.3 . Am I wrong. or i it the fir t time that a woman 
ha won in the national regatta? J . pilhau was econd . 
John Thomp on third a nd Jack K oper fourth . 

Second week . . . 

THE mine \\eeper S.A .S. Joha1111e burg. under command 
o f Le-Commander J . Bitzker, a rrived in Durban . to act 
a gua rdship and it wa al l very much like a Lipton 

cup , 

(Continued on page 24) 

RIGHT TOP: The RCOD Foxhound passes the much-appreciated 
SAN guardship Johannesburg, at one of the second-week starts. 

RIGHT: The RCOD Alhoa plunging along at maximum speed in a 
lumpy sea. 
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A phlegmatic seagull casts a beady eye over part of the R.C.O .D. fleet off Durban beach- left to right, Thekweni , Foxhound , Cirrus and 
Columbine , with an anchored freighter , all bunched together in a telephoto shot. 

THE NATIONAL • • • 
(Continued from page 23) 

Nine Royal Cap~. One Designs took part in the conte I. 
From the Cape: Cirrus kippered by Jerrold Sa lamon the 
1966 c hampion; Schatzi (Ken Wa rr): Lash (John Levin ): 
a nd Allrua. skippe red by lvor Ja mi on. From Durban there 
were The kwini (Gordon Neill) ; Ariel skippered by D avid 
Cox: Co/ u111 hi 11 e (Bob Nuttall) : and Foxhound kippe red 
b y Bruce McCurrach . 

The last boat to ar ri ve was Spru y from Ea t Lo ndon who 
wa the only R.C.O.D. sa iled up to Durban by her own 
<;a il s. Her owner. Bun ny Curra n. a lso ailed her back after­
wards. 

The race committee. under c hairmanship of Dick Pri or. 
delegated its officia ls each day to go o ut to sea. 

Among the honorary judges were P ort Captain T e rry 
McKinnon ; Capta in Le- lie Dickinson. nautica l a dvi er: 
Mr. Bob Lambert. the Pre ident of the South Africa n 
Yacht Rac ing Assoc ia tion; Mr. Bob Fraser. Commodore of 
the Poi nt Yacht Club: and Mr. Walter Marriott. the Vice­
Commodore of the Royal N a tal Yacht Club. The Com­
modore of the R .N .Y.C. . Mr. Gordon Nei ll. wa<; ai lin g in 
the con te•t. 

The mineswee per left a t 8.30 a.m. each d ay with the 
official o n boa rd who determined the course according to 
the wi nd . The course a n Ol ympic one. was 14 mile lo ng. 

Attendant craft pulled the R.C.O. D .s in or out of the 
harbour entra nce and also took specta tor . 

Rac ing tarted each morning at 11. 
There wa<; radio contact between sent ri es in the Roth­

man s' mobile unit a t the yach t bank , at the Bluff ignal 
statio n a nd at the guard sh ip. which kept the Rothmans' 
sta ff informed of position a t mark and final res ult . which 
were broadcast over the hards to keep yachtsmen informed 
on what wa <; ha ppening at sea . It was a n excelle nt a nd effi­
cien t arra ngement. 

The oc ial gathering for the week con i led of two 
pa rties, a dinner a nd the final prize-gi ving during which 
Mr . John Prangnell. wife o f the ecreta ry of the P .Y .C.. 
pre en ted the prizes. 

M o nday. January 16 
Grey skie a nd a tiff sou th-we terly greeted the fir t day 

of the off-shore rac in g of the Roya l Cape One De igns. 
The atmo phere round the yacht clubs wa very much like 
a Lipton Cup with specta tor buying lunch packets and 
booking on attendant craft. 

Y achts left rnon a fter nine and sai led o ut under their 
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ow n team thro ugh the harbour entrance a it wa<; a fo l­
lowing wi nd . 

The wind wa 3 m.p.h . at the sta rt. Cirrus. from Roya l 
ape Yacht C lub. skippered b y reigning nationa l R .. O.D . 

c ha mpion Gerald Sa lamon. started fourth to leeward a nd 
took the lead after one-thi rd of the firs t bea t. 

He wa fir t ro und the w;ndward ma rk followed b v Thd-
wi11i skippered b~ Gordon eill. -

The third boat. Bob Nutta ll ' Colu111bi11 e , wa ju t m1k­
ing the mark on the starboard tack when Foxh ound ( Bruce 
Mc urrach) tacked a head of him. Co/umhine tried to pull 
round Fo ho 1111 rts tern bu t was hit by it when Fnxh o u11d 
<; ta rted drifting bac kward s a fter he got into iron when <; he 
went abo ut. 

The result wa a I ft. by 2! in. hole in Co /11111 bi11e'.1 
;;ide just on the waterli ne. which forced her to retire as she 
wa lea kin g. 
.. . chat zi, Ken Wa rr. a nd Ariel. Da vid ox. ro unded the 
wea ther mark next. 

A reach fo llo wed and a fter th a t ano ther reach durin g 
which the o nl y boa t daring to set a s pinnaker was Th ek­
wini. who soo n took it down again. 

At the end of the triangle Cirrus had increa eel her lead 
a nd Alhoa . lvor Jame on. wa lying second with Schatd 
third. 

Fo ll owi ng was a run on w hi ch a ll craft et spinnake rs 
a nd the n the final bea t to the finish. This was the toughest 
part as by that t ime the wind had increased to 40 m.p .h. 

The first three to fini h were all Ca pe boa ts. Cirrus fir t. 
wit h the big lead of a bout ha lf a mile. then A lhoa , Schat zi. 
Thekwini. Ariel. Lash (J. Levin) a nd Spray ( Ba rry Cu rren) . 

Tuesday. January 17 
On a ca lm sea in bright sunshine and a J 3 m.p.h. north ­

eas terly wi nd the yach ts tarted their econd race. 
Co /11111 bi11e. Lash a nd Thekwini tacked out to sea oon 

a fter the start while the others stayed c lo er inshore. 
Th e kwini was the fir st to round the windward m a rk . 

a pproximately 30 econds a head of Schatzi, followed by 
A I hoa a nd Cirrw• . 

Th e kwini and Schat zi foue ht it o ut on the two reache 
that followed a nd ro unded ~the leeward mark prac ti ally 
together. but Schat zi got well ahead on the following beat 
a nd rounded the next m a rk first. fo ll owed by Cirrus, Th ek­
wini. A lho a a nd Foxh ound. 

Then the wind increa eel a nd o n the last beat to the 
fini hing line it wa blowing 24 m.p.h . Schatzi kept her 
lea d on the run a nd increa eel it on the beat to the finish 
w hich she cros5ed with a good lead fo llowed by A lhoa . 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Thekwini's Gordon Neill (ski pper) David Hudson, Allan Hudson 
and Mickey Thomas . 
Alhoa's lvor Jamison (skipper) Mike Attwood , Dave Wright and 
Tom Morris. 
Foxhound's Skip Roberts , Norman Murdie , Bruce McCurrach 
(skipper) a nd Johan louter . 
BELOW: 
lash's John Lev in (skippe r), Dolf Tigler Wybrandt, Dudley 
Turner and Rodney Smith . 
Columbine's Bob Nuttall (skipper), Basil Beavan , Roy Raymond 
and Brian Vickers. 
Ariel's Greg West, David Cox (skipper) , Norman Oliver and Pieter 
Trickey. 

R.C.O.D. CREWS: Winner Schatzi's David Abromowitz , Ken Warr 
(skipper), Jeromy Johnson and Dieter Bondzus. 
Cirrus's Ronnie Hood , Alec Schillinger , Jerrold Salamon (skipper) 
and Michael Dorer. 
Spray's Robin King, Alan Fairweather, Dave Mcfadden and Bunny 
Curran (ski pper), Spray was sailed from East London and back. 
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BRILLIANT JOHN SULLY and his F.D. crew Alec Hardy , wiped the 
floor with their classic relaxed style and impeccable sail trimming. 

THE NATIONAL ... 
(Continued from page 24) 

Cirrus. Foxho1111d, The/...1vi11i, Co /11111bi11 e, Lash , Ariel and 
Spray . 

Wednesday, Ja1111w·y 18 
For the third race there was a 25 m.p.h. outh-westerly 

a t time gu tin g to 36. 
Cirrus a nd Schatzi were the la t to cros the starti ng line, 

but Schatzi reached the weather mark first. 
There wa no c ha nge in their position on the next two 

reaches and the order of the fleet a t the e nd of the triangle 
was Schatzi, Cirrns. Alhoa, Foxhound, T hekwi11i, Colr1111 -
bi11e with Spray a nd Lash well back. 

Then followed the beat at the end of which Schat zi 
again was the first to hoi t her red spi nnaker for the run 
back. Cirrus, with her red, white and blue spinnaker, wa 
not far behind a nd the run back wa breathtakingly clo e 
wit h the two yachts sailing a longside each other. Cirrus 
pu lled lightly ahead one m inute a nd Schatzi the next , but 
Schatzi was first ro und the last mark , just ahead . 

On the final beat the first three boat were clo e and 
at o ne tage it looked a if A lhoa wa leading. J u t before 
the fini h Cirrus managed to pu ll a head to get the gun. 
on ly one econd ahead of Schatz i, followed 16 seconds later 
by A lhoa. 

Following were Foxho 1111d, Thekwi11i, Ariel, olumbi11e, 
Lash and Spray . 

Thursday , January 19 
A 16 m.p.h. southerly wind and a ca lm sea . 
Alh oa had a beautiful sta rt and was wel l away before the 

o ther , followed by Schatzi and Foxhound. 
Foxhound took the lead on the beat to round the fir t 

·mark first, fo llowed by Schatzi and Cirrus. 
On the fo ll owing reach Schatz i took the lead a nd wa 

fir t round the econd m ark. Foxhound and Cirrus were 
next, rounding it together. They fought it out to the next 
mark but rounded that together a lso. 

Schatzi drew well ahead on the fo ll owing beat after which 
the po itions were Schatzi, Cirrus, Fox hound, Columbine 
Alhoa, Ariel, Lash and Spray . 

After that fo ll owed the run to the la t mark where 
charzi was leading by five minutes. There wa no change 

in the positions of the other boats. 
Foxhound and Columbine had tacked out to ea when 

the wind had hifted to the outh, thinking it would go 
round farther. Instead the wi nd shifted back to the west 
a nd th i et them back a number of places . 

Cirrns, who had a lso tacked out to sea , lost her econd 
place to come fourth . She wa followed aero the finish 
by Foxhound, Th ekwini, Columbine, Lash and Spray . 

Schatzi, the winner, wa leading by about a mile. 
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Frida1', Ja11uar\' 20 
In .chop py. co nfu ed sea a nd a 25 m.p.h. north-ea terly 

the craft started their fifth race . Some boats were reefed , 
but the majorit y carr ied full ail. 

Foxhound changed to a sma ller jib just before the tart. 
After the gun Ariel and Thekwini were the first to ro 

the I in e a nd the fleet oo n plit into two group with 
Ariel. Foxhound and Spray o n a lo ng s tarboard tack and 
the rest continuing on po rt. 

First round the wea the r mark was Schatzi, fo ll owed by 
Cirrns, Columbine, A /h oa, Ariel, Foxhound, Lash, Thek-
111i11 i a nd Spray. 

On the next two reaches A /lwa ca ught up two and Fox· 
hound three boats, placi ng them seco nd a nd th ird . The 
boats stayed in that order for the rest of the race with 
A /11 oa cros ing the finishing line o nl y just a head of Fox· 
hound . Ariel was fifth , fo ll owed by Columbine, Thekwin i 
and lash . Spra y had retired . 
Saturday, Jonuary 21 

For the la t race there was an 18 m.p.h . so uth -we terly. 
There was a l o the fir t general recall of the week . 

Lt. Commander T. Bitzker, captain of the guardship S.A .S. 
Johannesburg , receives his plaque from Dick Prior , chairman of 
the organising committee. 
At the R.C.O.D . prizegiving Ken Warr receives his trophy from 
Mrs. John Prangnell, wife of the secretary of the Point Yacht 
Club. Looking on is Joe Harris , of the organising committee. 

Fo rho1111d ca rried David Abram o witz as crew member 
(Sch~tzi ' s spinnaker ha nd ) to show the Durba n boy ju t 
how to et a pinn aker. 

A fter the fleet wa restarted Foxho und was first ac ross 
the ta rt ing line, but Schatzi beat her to the first mark 
which he rounded with a good lead, followed by Cirr11.1. 
Fox/1011nd, Ariel, A lhoa, Thekwini in a bunch . 

t the end of the second beat Foxh ound had passed Cir· 
rttl and was clo ing in on Schat zi. Cirrus wa third and 
A /111111 fourth , fo ll owed by Thekwini , Ariel, Co /11111bin e, 
La.1·h a nd Spray . The fir t two boat tayed clo e for the 
rest of the race and there wa a very close fini h between 
Sclwtzi, fir st, a nd Foxhound. Cirrus wa third. followed by 
Ariel. A /h oa, Thekwini , Columbine and Lash. Spray had 
reti red . 

nd o Ken Warr in Schat zi, who had cored four fir ts . 
a econd and a th ird . became the overall winner of the 
co nte t. Cirrus wa second , Alhoa third and Foxhound, 
the be t Durban boa t kippered by Bruce McCurrach . 
fo u rth . Gaining the first three place wa s a real victory for 
the a pe. 

Third week 

EIGHTY-E IGHT boats in the channel for the third week 
made sailing much less congested than the 20 1 of the 
fi r t week. There we re 45 Finn , 31 Flying Dutchmen 

and 12 Sharpie . 
Fi nn kipper Arne Ake r on, Swedi h champion a nd win­

ner of the Gold Cup in 1962, arrived in Durba n o n the 
F riday before the regatta . He was to ail Jan van Nim­
wegen' Newport Finn . 

The Briti h Flying Dutchman team of K eith Mu sto a nd 
h1 rew Tony Morgan fle w in ju t before the tun ing-up 
race o n the Saturday . Jn fac t the race wa post poned for 
a n hour to enable them to take part. Two ho urs after their 
a rri val, after some feverish prepa ration, they were o n the 
water in Oliver Twist, brought out by them fro m England . 

Ju t before the sta rt of the regatta Erne t Morri on 
lau nched a brand-new e l on F inn in which he won the 
conte t with McCurrach-made Elv trom a il . Another "all 
made in South Africa " effo rt yachtsmen can be proud of! 

Sha rpie skipper R. van der Weele and his c rew fro m 
Zwa rtkops had fo und the most original accommoda tion 
of a ll. They had written to Sandefjord's sk ipper Barry 
Cullen a nd asked if they coul d stay o n the yacht during 
the ir rega tta- an excellent and mo t enjoyable plan. 

It was a week of very seriou competition , no doubt 
prompted through a possible choice to represent So uth 

frica a t the world championsh ips in Montrea l, Ca nada in 
September. 

The over ea s visitor enjoyed their experience. Their 
main problem, however, wa the st ro ng South African un . 
Mu to and Morgan were wearing suits with trousers and 
lo ng Jee ves, regard less of the heat , to prevent sunburn . 

It a l o took them some time to ge t u ed to the Durban 
and ba nk s. 

G e ne rally the channel cour es were not popular as they 
~ere too restricted. Yachtsmen were h appier with the high­
t1_de course which were really effective only on two occa ­
ston . Jn the other races the cen treboards still touched . 

A in the other weeks, there were many even ts at night 
~h !ch were .well attended . The welcomin g ocktail party. the 
c~v 1c reception , the F.D. di nn er, yachting film . S.A.Y.R.A . 
dinner , Finn dinner and the final prize-giving during which 
Mrs. Gordon Neill presented the prize , fo ll owed by a 
da nce. 
M onday , January 23 

A brilliant sunny day and a moderate north-ea terly 
greeted the first day of the third week. An hour ·before 
~he race there was the u ual feveri h activity of last-minute 
Job to be done and then off they were- Flying Dutchmen, 

ha.rp1es and Finn - for their first race in the battle fo r 
na tio na l honour . 

The starti ng line was at the top of the Maydon channel 
a nd th.e commi_ttee boat was the round-the-world yacht 
Valky rre o n which . 72-year-old John Goetzke, her kipper , 
w~ seen ~anding 111 the cockpit watching the proceeding 
with grea t 111terest. The American flag flew ga ily above him . 

Of the ~rst clas to tart , the Flying Dutchmen. John 
ull y w- a 111 front o n the first bea t a nd never looked back . 
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Boeing 707 captain John Tainton's determined sailing, which 
gave him a well-earned second place in the F.D 's. was praised by 
all . He and his crew, Norman Webster , are from East Rand 
Yacht Club. 

Throughout th e race he inc reased his lea d . and no t purel y 
through loca l knowledge. I t wa hi s supe rb sai li ng skill 
that made him sail a better race . 

Mu sto and Mo rgan we re second for the whole race and , 
after a ga p behind them . the re t of the fl eet fo ught it out 
in a c lo e bunch w hic h ended in a tie a t the finish between 
the Snowball twin , of Zwartkop Yacht C lub. and J ohn 
Tainton. of Ea t Ran d Yacht Club . Way back in the fleet 
Don Ord a nd David Butler fought a priva te duel. 

Vaugham C lark was fourt h , Pe ter Morgenrood was 
fifth , we ll a head of his teacher D on Ord . who had not had 
a cha nce to tune hi fibregla American Pia trend hull 
properly. and ix th wa Brian Metcalfe. 
ln the Fi nns, Arne Aker on of Sweden, was first aero 
the fini hing line after an exciting duel throughout the 
race with E rnest Morrison in hi new Ne lson Finn. But. 
a lthough Akerson was first he did not ge t the gun. He had 
been over the line at the . tart and thus officially the race 
wa wo n by Morrison . 

Akerson had heard a recall, but when E rnie Shaw re­
turned to recross the start ing line he thought the su mmon 
wa meant for Shaw. 

Elv trom sai lmaker Bruce McCur rach lo t a third place 
after a keen tussle just before the fini h , to John Howard 
who carried his own sa il . 

As Bruce had been over the line J o hn H oward wa 
official ly second . Ba il P owell wa third . 

Jn the Sharpie , J . Vo loo, of Boskop Yacht Club, got 
the gun . Trevor Wellbeloved was econd a nd R . van Weele 
of Zwartkops was third . 

Tuesday, January 24 
Under cloudy kies and in a light out herly which 

dropped towards the end the second race was sai led. 
Jn the Finn Dave McFadden , of Mazoe Sailing Club, 

took an early lead a nd Jed round the first mark followed 
by Arne Aker on and Bruce McCurrach. 

McFadden had a good lead at the econd mark, fol­
lowed by the re t in a close bunch . T hen a meeting with a 
dredger changed the po itions completely. 

This hip suddenly at like a duck on the top mark when 
the Finn fleet was beating up to round it. It then unexpect­
edl y went a tern and Bruce McCurrach missed her pro-

(Continued on page 30) 
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ERNIE MORRISON , who took t he National Finn t itle from a top­
class fie ld . A magnificent triumph for Durba n-skipper, hull , 
spars and sails all local t a lent. 

THE NATIONAL ... 
(Continued from page 27) 

peller by inches. It had taken a ll wind which left Bruce 
sta ti ona ry. Luckily he did no t drift into danger but 
ma naged to ge t a ro und it. The dredger turned a co mplete 
circl e in the fleet. 

Loute r wa in the lead a t the following leeward mark, 
followed by McC urrach and Akerson. 

The fo llowing bea t was the last leg as the judge 
'> hortened course. The first three boats fo ugh t it o ut and 
Akerson became the wi nner. McC ur rach a nd Louter were 
very clo e, wi th McCurrach just beating Louter acros the 
finishing line. D . Getling, o f Transvaal Yach t C lub was 
fourth a nd Ernest Morrison, of Durban fifth . 

In the Flying Dutchmen, Bria n Metca lfe wa ahead 
throughout the race , to win with a n eno rm ous lead. Dav id 
Butle r was seco nd throughout a nd the British team 
swapped places several times with J o hn T a inton of the 
Ea t Rand Yacht C lub , who rega ined his third place o n the 
la t round to make the British tea m finish fourth. John 
Sully fo llowed next, just a head of Peter Morgenrood . 

In the Sharpies, T revo r Wellbeloved won, with G. Thor­
bu rn , of Fl amingo, second a nd J . Yosloo, of Bosko p, thi rd. 

Wednesda,·. Ja11 11 cir ,· 2) 
A bright unn y ·day wi th a stiff breeze in the morning 

which was held open for resa ils. The wind dropped con­
iderabl y for the thi rd race in the afternoon a nd there was 

a light to moderate south-weste rly at the start . 
The Flying Dutchma n race was eventfu l. 
Keith Musto and Tony Morga n were unluck y to a il 

round the mark mea nt for the Finns when they we re lead­
ing on the econd round . They went back to correct their 
mista ke, which placed them third to las t a nd well back in 
the fleet at the fini sh. 

J ohn Sully was caught port a nd starboard o n the econd 
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beat by Peter M o rgenrood a nd had to retire. 
Al Leenstra took a n ea rly lead in the race. H e wa fir t 

round the fi rst mark followed by Musto, Peter Oldroyd 
and Ba il Joyce. lark wa then seventh. 

C lark made up two pl ace on the first round a~d w.as 
lying fifth on the econd beat. T hen Mu to made h1 mi -
take a nd Sull y retired (both were a head of Clark). 

M orgenrood rounded the top m ark only just ahead of 
C la rk a nd the two we re breathtakingly c lose o n the follow­
ing run . 

On the final beat C la rk got a head , to ge t th e gun, fol-
lowed by J o hn Tai nton a nd . Mo rgenr<?od. . 

Ern ie Shaw sa iled a bnllta nt race 111 the F111ns. He was 
eleventh on the fir t round a nd wo rked his way through the 
fleet till he fini hed second . 

D . Wa lton , of Flamingo Yacht C lub, took a n early lead 
but Arne Akerson got a head o n the reach to the thi rd mark, 
never to look back . 

Wa lton dropped back to third place, a nd finall y to 
fou rth with Ernie Shaw a nd Bruce McC urrach fightin g an 
exciting tackin g duel on the la t beat to the fini h which 

haw cros ed second a nd McCurrach third . Ernest Morri­
son was fifth . 

Trevor Wellbe loved scored hi econd win in the har-
pie . Adding the econd pl ac ing in the first race, he wa now 
leading the contest. 

Second across the line wa Bunn y Elliott in Ko~uku, of 
Gle ndee. and third Peter C la rke , of D urban, 1n Rapier. 

Thursda \'. Ja1111ary 26 
A br(Jlta nt sunn y day with a modera te wind . For the 

Inter-club Race in the morning 12 Fl ying Dutch men, 11 
Finns a nd two Sharpies took part a nd the R oyal atal 
Yacht C lub had a succes ful mo rn ing, with J o hn ully 
winning the F.D. a nd Ernest Morri on winning the Finn". 

John Tainton (E. R.Y.C.) a nd the Snowba ll twin (Zwart­
kops) were second and third in the F.D . and in the Finns 
Bruce McCu rrach (P.Y .C.) a nd Wibo Zwart (Knysna) were 
econd a nd third . 

The $harpies was wo n by R . va n der Weele (Z.Y .. ), 
with Trevo r Wellbeloved (V.L.C.) econd . 

For the fourth race in the afternoon there was a tiff 
no rth-eas terly causing very choppy seas in the bayhead 
where the ta rting line was. 

On the first bea t John T a inton a nd J ohn Sully were very 
c lo e, with Tainton just in th e lead . H e lost it when hi 
crew Norman Webster fell overboa rd whi le go ing about. 
The Snowba ll twins were third , but pas cd T a inton later 
in the race. T ai nto n ma naged to ha ng on to hi s third place 
by the skin of his teeth on the las t beat to the fin i h •. after 
his mainsheet b lock had broken , and o nly the foresail wa5 
there to he lp him a lo ng. Followi ng across the fini h were 
Metca lfe , the visiting Briti h tea m Mick Butcher and 
Vaugham Clark. 

The trong wind ca u ed ca psizes a nd a number of mis­
haps . Al Lee nstra·s c rew, Pe te r Brow n, bad ly cut hi finger 
on the trapeze wire. David But ler had pinna ker trouble in 
the first part of the race . They managed to repair it and 
ca tch up to seventh when a ca psize put them we ll back in 
the flee t. Mud on the ma thead a nd a to rn bu rgee indi­
cated th ey had been co mpletely up ide clown . 

Pete r Mo rge nroocl 's kicking st rap broke ha lf-way during 
the race which forced him to re tire. Ma ny o th e r craft ca me 
back with broken gea r. 

In the Finns, E rnest Morriso n led fro m s ta rt to fini h. 
Ernie Shaw was not far behind him at the end . Arne 
Ake r on, after lying third a t the fir5t mark , was forced to 
retire because of a broken rudder. Bruce McCur rach wa 
second for pa rt of the race , fighting it o ut first with M or­
rison a nd then wi th Shaw to fini h third . 

R. van Weele, Z.Y.C., won the Sharpi es with D . Davy, 
Fla111i11go second a nd Rapier . sa il cl by Peter C larke third . 

Frida\' . Ja1111ar\' 27 
A ·sunny clay a nd a stiff breeze (a lth o ugh the Bluff 

ignal tatio n ai d it was o nl v 15 m.p.h.) et the 5cene for 
the fi fth race scheduled to ta rt a t 3.45 th at a ftern oon. Half 
a n hour' s postponemen t and the fleet se t off only-to 
everyone·s urpr ise- to come back not very much later, 
followed by the co mmittee boat fl ying the chequered fl ag. 
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The reason? '"Just put in the paper th e race ha been 
ca ncelled and tha t i a ll I have to ay·•. sa id Bob Fra er, 
chairman of the race committee. when he stepped off the 
commi ttee boa t. Others on boa rd said tha t a t the time the 
race was due to sta rt the c ndit ions at the bay head , where 
the tarting line was. were very hoppy. The marks could 
not be la id a nd the resc ue craft we re bein g wamped. The 
a nchor of the o mmittee boat wo uld not ho ld and tyi ng 
1t to a buoy wa a l o unsucce ful. 

Yachtsmen's gene ra l feelin g after the y returned was di -
appointment. To put it mildl y. th a t is. M a ny ran a lo t 
higher and a lthough my ea r by now sho uld be accustomed 
to yach t5me!1·s la nguage . the y still twitched at some of 11 
then. 

~·a111rday. Ja1111an· 28 . 
Tw0 races to be ailed . The chedu led ixth one in the 

morn ing a nd the postponed fi fth race o( the previou day 
in the afternoon. 

Both race we re held in a tiff ou th -wester ly. Don Ord 
took an ear ly lead on the bea t. but ran aground on a and­
bank. and Sull y led fro m then till the fini sh. winn ing wit h 
a big lead. 

Brian Metcalfe. who was lying seco nd round the eco ncl 
mark. suddenl y topped dead in a hal f-ca p ize on the fol­
lowing reach and then retired. Hugh H anra han. h i c rew. 
had uddenl y beco me half-paraly ed on one ide of hi 
body. He wa all right later on but was advi sed not to 
crew for the aftern oo n race. 

The race continued. Vaugh am Clark was econd till just 
before the fini sh when he wa pu t aground twice by tail­
end Finns. which made him lose two pl aces. M ick Bu tcher 
came thro ugh to fini sh second. fo ll owed by the British tea m 
"ho had a six -by-four- inch hole in thei r bow ca used by 
a coll ision whil e they were on starboa rd . Vaugham la rk 
fini hed fo urth . 

Arne Aker on had bad luck in the Finns in ca psizing 
"hen he was third. which proba bl y co t him the cha mpi on-
5hip. He bailed furiously, lost 15 pl ace - he a l o seemed 
to have t rou ble wi th his mai nsheet a t the ti me- then con­
tinued, to finish twel fth . Very bad luck indeed. 

The ea rl y pa rt of the race was a neck a nd neck ba ttle 
between the fir t two boat . Ernie Shaw an d Bruce 
\llcCu rrach. while the third and fo urth boa ts , sai led by 
Berry Smith a nd Ernest Morri on. were a l o fi gh ting it out. 

Morrison with h i hea vy weight adva nt age go t ahead of 
all of them on the bea t to fini h wi th a b ig lead. Bruce 
\\a econd. fo ll owed b John H owa rd an d Ernie Sh aw. 

The tide had come in for the a fternoon's race. which 
gave more wa ves tha n in the morni ng. The wi nd was st ill 
trong. . 

Brian Metcalf had taken , as c rew. T ony Humphries. who 
lives in the Ca pe a nd has recen tl y a rr ived from England . 
Tony i a wo rld-cla F.D. man. hav ing crewed for the 
current world F.D. cha mpion Dick P itcher. 

Musto a nd M orga n had taped up their bow. 
Don Ord rounded the fir st mark fir t wi th a good lead, 

followed by Tainton an d Sully, Musto. Morgen rood , 
Butche r a nd C lark . 

Metcalfe was go in g li ke a tra in , ma kin g up about five 
pla es on the reach till he was about eventh . 

Don still had a good lead a t third mark. but then Sull) 
ca ught him on the beat a nd steadil y increased hi lead to 
win by 1 min . 5 ec. fro m Tainton . Don Ord wa third 
and Morgenrood just bea t Metca lfe ac ross the line. 

Arne Akerson led from start to fini sh in the Finn havin g 
a good lead a t the e nd from Ernest Morrison. Third wa 
Bruce Mc urrach a nd fo urth John Howa rd. 

Bot h Sharpie races had the a me resu lt tha t cl ay. R . van 
der Weele first. J . Vosloo seco nd a nd Trevo r Well beloved 
third . 

And o the N at ion al Fl ying Dutchman ha mpions hip 
wen t to John Sull y for the fifth time. 

It wa no walk-awa win. John had to be on hi toe till 
the end . H ad Tainton won the last race. John had to till 
come in the first fou r to win the contest. 

Sull y·s overa ll core wa J.5, retired , I. I. an d I. 
Ta inton fini hed econd. Bria n Metcalfe th ird and Keith 

Musto fo urth . The ir fo urth pl ace wa due to a disqua lifi­
cation beca use the y had no t signed their decla rat ion after 
t he last race in time. Had they done o they would have 
been third overall. 

E rnest Morrison, with 1,5,5 .1.1 , a nd a 2, beca me the fir t 
outh Africa n Finn skipper to win the a tiona l F inn con­

test three times. Amazingl y, between each of those win 
a re fo ur yea rs . Bruce McC urrach wa econd and Ernie 
Shaw third . John Howa rd was fourth. 

Arne Akerson's eighth ove ra ll was purel y bad luck. D i -
qualified in the first race fo r being over at the ta rt, a 
fir t. another fir st then a retirement with a broken rudder 
when he was third . a twelfth after a ca psize and another 
wi n. 

The Sharpie la wa very close. Trevor Wellbeloved . 
with 2 , l,l .Dn (when he broke hi s back ta y before the 
sta rt). 3,3, won the co ntes t by onl y one poi nt from R . van 
der Weele. J . Vosloo was third. 

And so the end of it a ll wa reached. Exhausted organ i­
ers ank back in their chairs with a sigh. swea ring thi 

wa the last time they touched anyth ing like it. (Bu t know­
ing them . they will be just as keen in starting on the next 
rega tta that co mes alo ng !) 

Yachtsmen packed up boat a nd began the lon g trek 
home. which for ma ny wa thou an d of miles and for 
th ree an overseas flight. 

All returned to their o ffi ces a few da ys later with much 
da rker skin and to ughe r ha nd s. but wi th a feeli ng of 
achievement even if they ca me la t. 

Enthusiasm for yac hting in South A frica i rising. lt ha 
been proved again. Th an k you a ll for co ming. T ill ne t 
yea r at Saldanha ! 
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THE LESSONS TO BE 
3 WEEKS 

LEARNT FROM 
HARD RACING 

B y P E T E R 

KEIT H Musto a nd T ony Morga n the British middle­
weight of to p Fl ying D utchman rac ing- were ha rdl y 
in this cou ntr v for two week s. ve t in the time they 

\pent saili ng and ta lking. they started a process which 1111151 
cha nge our F. D . sa iling. 

Their message was no t primarily one of boat speed 
through ingeniou fittings (wh ich the y have in abundan ce 
on their pl en did yacht Oliver T wist) o r cleverly-cu t sa il s 
fsai lmaker Musto is an expert at thi ). but the improve­
me.n t of every F.D. through tal king ... ta lk ing abo ut 
fittmgs, sai l cuts, tr imming and every facet of the co m­
pltcatecl F.D . which will improve its perform ance. 
, The S.A. Fl ying Dutchman Owners· Associa tion and the 

S.A. Yacht Raci ng A socia tion could no t have cho en a 
more amicab le tea m to visi t outh Africa and sai l against 
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BROWN 
this co untry·s best skippers at last mo nth 's na tional rega tt a 
in Durban. Kei th a nd Ton y were a va il a ble every moment 
of the day to a nyo ne who wan ted advice. They kept no 
secrets a nd anything which they found out through hou r 
of gruelling trainin g fo r the past Ol ympics was available 
for the as kin g. 

Alth o ugh they intr igued South Afr ica n skippers with 
ome bri ll ia ntl y-de igned fitting a nd gave invalua ble help 

to those who had problems with thei r yachts, their main 
achievement was in p roviding a totall y different approach 
to mas tering the Fl yi n~ Dutchman. 

Fo r yea rs it has be t: n tac itl y accepted in South Africa 

(Continued on page 33) 
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