
In from the • • • 

DEEP BLUE SE.A 

One of the pleasantest cruising couples to come through our ports 
were Dr. Bob and Nancy Griffiths and their young son Reid from 
Hawaii. Their cutter was also particularly interesting in that , 
although it was a sleek, canoe-sterned job with long overhangs, 
it happened to be made of concrete. Although the hull had been 
more than proved by their long voyage it has now had its final 
accolade by actually sailing round the southern tip of Cape Horn . 
Awahnee thus achieved the first east to west passage south of all 
the continents by a cruising yacht . With them , of course, was 
Clive Rouse , who signed on in South Africa and finally left the 
ship in Valparaiso. These pictures were sent from the deep south 
to Hadyn Jerram of Cape Town , who entertained the circumnavi­
gators on their way round . He is well on the way to finishing a 
steel cutter to SA Yachting designs with the same waterline 
length as Awahnee, 35 ft ., 16! tons displacement . 

40 SOUTH AFRICAN YACHTING-January, 1967 

The 32-ft . Bombay-built ketch Suhaili left Durban to continue her 
trip to the United Kingdom after a seven-month stay. The craft has 
arrived safely at the Royal Cape Yacht Club basin . 

Waving goodbye on departure at Durban are , from left: Chris 
Knox-Johnston , Neil Latimer, Bob Knox-Johnston (skipper) and 
Heinz Fingerhut. 

Neil left the craft in East London . 
From Cape Town Suhaili is planning to go straight through to 

the United Kingdom, but they may stop at St. Helena or Ascencion 
Island . They are planning to arrive in London in March or April 
next year . 

On the right the Suhaili is leaving Durban harbour still flying 
her Blue Peter. 

Photos : Bianca Lavies 

Canadian Family . .. 

JU T after midnight recently a Canadian fami ly sai led 
into Durban on their 37-ft. yacht Ke/ea after a two­
week tr ip from Reunion l land. They are Cha rles and 

Leiv Kenned y and I I-year old urti . 
At the yacht harbour the next morning they told about 

the wo rst gale since their trip sta rted in Vancouver in ep­
tember, 1965. It wa the electrical storm which had hit 
Du rban two day earlier. 

" We were hove-to riding it out for 20 hours," said 
Leiv. "The wind was 65 m.p.h. fir t N .E. and then it 
veered to S.W. bringing the electrical storm. 

" It wa terrifying. Lightning bolts, like big balls of fire, 
fel l within a mile of us. I wa cared, particularly as we 
had an a luminium mast." 

Said Curtis, however : " I was not a bit frightened. It 
was nothing like the gale we had off Bora Bora, as the 
seas then were much higher. No, l thought it was rather 
interesting. A new experience ... " 

Their luckie t escape had been when they were nea rly 
run down by a hip from astern . 

This was near Coco . " Mum looked out a bout nine 

BELOW : The 37-ft. Canadian cruising yacht Ke lea lying at moorings 
in Durban, while at the bottom are her crew- Charles, Leiv and 
Curtis Kennedy. Photo: Bianca Lavies 

TOP : The Davenport family , Fred, Virginia and 10-year-old 
Circe, from California, who have been sailing round the world 
for the past six years . 
ABOVE· The Karen Margrethe arriving in Durban . 

' Photo: Bianca La vies 

that evening to see a large Ja pane e bulk carrier only 200 
ft. away from u . There was a tremendou wash from her 
bow" said Leiv. " We signalled, but there wa no reply. 
They had obvio usly not seen us." . 

Their yacht i a Controver y 36 cla s d.es1gne~ .by Farn­
ham Butler. They had sailed to Hawa11 , Tah1tt , Tonga . 
Fiji , the Cook l s. l~nds, Au traHa , Christma Island, oco , 
Rodriq ues, Mauritius a nd Reunion . . 

T hey will pend some time in D urban . Charles, who is 
a pattern-maker, hope to find wor~. . .. 

" I wo uld like to work , too," said Le1v, but my usual 
job as a skiing inst ructo r should be ha rd ~o find! " .. 

Leiv met Charle when he was a pupil in her sk11ng clas 
in Vancouver four years ago. They are planning to be back 
home in two yea rs. 

Six Years at Sea 

A 
CALIFORNIAN fam ily has sai led into Our.ban on 
board their 38-ft. yacht Karen Margret he, the ir . hon:ie 
for the pa t six year . They are Fred and V1rg1nia 

Davenport and their 10-year-old .dau~ht~r Circ.e. 
After leaving Sa n D iego in California in Apnl , 1960, t h ~y 

sai led to the Marquesa , Tahiti , Bora Bora , Samoa, F1J1 , 
New Zea land, Au tralia. the Seyche lles, Momba a. Lou­
ren<;:o Marques and D urban. 

The family will stay about a year in Durban, to end 
Circe to school. . . . 

"Schooling has been quite a problem,' ' said V1rg1nia. 
"She goes to school wherever we .a re for any a mount of 
time. She pent It year at school in Ne~ Zealand and It 
years in Australia. For the re t of the time he follow a 
correspondence course." . 

Old friends greeting the Davenports on amv.al at the 
jetty were Pat and Kurt Frost of the Australian yacht 
Safari Too which arrived before them. 
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They last sa w each other in ydney 2t year ago, when 
K urt was til l building Safari Too . . .. 

Fred is a photogra pher, but does not earn his h~mg that 
way duri ng the tri p. " I have t housan~s of negatives," he 
sa id . ''Developing duri ng the voyage ts no problem, but 
the enl arging and printing is." . 

The Karen M argre the is 21 years old. She was designed 
by Berg. a D ani h de :gner and bu ilt in Copen hagen. Her 
beam is I It ft. 

The famil y plan to continue their trip round the Cape 
and through the Pa nama Canal and to settle event ually in 
Hawa ii in abou t five yea r time. 

German Circumnavigators 

G
EORGE and Elga Koch, who think they ar.e the first 

German couple to ail around the wor ld m a mall 
yacht , have a rrived in D urban . 

T hey have owned their 32-ft. ste~ l -h ulled centreboard 
sloo p Kairos fo r 10 years. Jn that time they have been 
awa rded two gold and one silver medal by the German 
Sailing A sociation for their achievements. 

Before leaving Hamburg ir:t May, 1964, they had pl anned 
the ir circumnavigation fo r eight yea r by read mg all they 
cou ld find on meteorology, climates, currents, winds, coasts 
and people. Also man y sailing books of other voyager . 

T hey aved eorge is a sa les manager- a nd Elsa learn t 
Spani h and a bit of Portuguese. They had ma tered Eng­
Ii h at school. 

After leaving Ha mburg they ailed by way of England , 
Spain. Portugal a nd Madeira to the C.anary I land a nd 
then ac ross the Atl a ntic to the West Indies , Panama anal, 
Galapagos, several Pacific Island a!ld New Zealand . F.rom 
there they sai led to New Ca l~doma, the Torre tra1ght, 

hri stmas Island , Coco , Maunttus and Durb~n . 
The worst pa rt of their trip was approachmg Mauritius 

in a bad gale the tai lend of Cyclone Angel a. 
··we had to con tinue ailing, as being hove-to would 

have made us drift too far off cour e. 
··we had to a il through a three-mile wide channel at 

nigh t in a 45-knot wind. The sea .wa hallow abruptl y 
varying from 2,000 to 30 fa t h~ms, wh ich causes steep break­
ing seas in a gale. It was temfymg ~s we had been able to 
take a sight only at noon the previous day and thu ~1d 
not know exactly where we were. A tremendous relief 
when we made Port Louis." 

"The gale we had two da y off D urban was not so bad , 
as we could take down our sail a nd r ide it out for 19 
hours." . 

The couple pl an to co ntinue their voya$e in !"flld-January. 
..With Chri~tmas we will be with my SI ter 111 Johannes­
burg," said Elga . '' I have not seen her for 15 years." :: 

BELOW: George and Elga Koch soon after arrival in Durban in 
their 32ft steel centreboard sloop Kairos. . 
Kairos under sail. She was built with shallow draft for use in 
inland waters in Germany. Photos : Bianca Lavies 
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