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PREPARE TH I S SH EET FO. ThE ~EXT R~CE rRO" ABO t t'FOR"ATI- N FOR A JLAP RACE . 

Here is a. fac~imile of the question paper set for would-be handicappers in powerboat racing. Only 26 officials were able to pass the practical 
test, which is reproduced here so that followers of the sport can have a bash at it themselves. See what you can make of it ... and in the 
next issue we will publish the fully-corrected sheet, for comparison. 

overboard. 
The 1800 cc. class ran into difficultie wi th the Natal 

boys ~ying they intended rac ing non-standard motor by 
1mportrng speed part . C hairman of the I 800 cc. A socia­
tion. Bill Mahon , stood very firm and told Powerboat that 
this move would kill the cla before it got off the ground. 
as the whole object of the 1800 cc. cla s was to provide 
cheap racing at an engine cost of about R600. Until there 
were enough of these boats to be able to have a su b­
division with racing and tock motor , the whole clas 
ho~~d stay with tock motors to make racing clo e and 

exc1trng. 
We can only heartil y agree, although we feel that the 

sugge tion by Volvo to homologate certain modificat ion 
could be recon idered ... especially as they are offering 
their Pl8 motor developing a bout 140 b.h .p. a t a new 
a ttrac tive price of R500. 

With this motor the Volvo can ju t compete with the 
G .T . Alfa . Jt is certainly ou tclassed in its B 1800 95 b.p.h. 
form. 

With all this technical discussion tending to bog down 
the Powerboat Council meeting it wa decided- at the 
sugges.tion o~ S.A. Yachting- to drop the present technical 
comm1.ttee m favour of clas associations , a i done in 
the sailing word. 

As a re ult the following class associations have been 
set up : 

Outboard Hydroplane rganiser. John Blount. 
Outboard Runabout- Organiser. Bob White. 
Outboard Family Runabout- Organiser, Han s Friedlan-

der. 
lnboard Unlimited- Organiser, Reg Roseman . 
Inboard E / EU- Organiser, Joe Cheyney. 
lnboard C and D - Organiser, Eddie Frow. 
ln~oard '' B" 1800 cc. H ydro- Organiser, Bill M ahon. 
It . is now over to the e organiser to set up technical 

bodies and public relations committees to ''sell" their own 
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classes. It will be interesting to ee if this intelligent move 
by . Powerboat will stimulate more interest in powerboat 
racing. 

Certain ly the most en terprising move so far comes from 
the lnboard 1800 cc. class who had a land at the Great 
Outdoors Exhibition at Milner Park with two partially­
completed hulls and Graham Campbell's very well fini hed 
ou tfit on display. 

The stand attracted a g reat deal of interest and at least 
12 serious enquiries have eventuated, of which we hope 
tha t one or two ma y even tually fi n i h on the water. Con­
trary to our earlier statements we are also pleased to report 
that Natal produced two 1800 cc. hydro's for the lnter­
provincial , indicating that the clas is well underway. 

lt i a pity that the little two-seater "C" class 2000 cc. 
inboa.rd runabouts do not seem to have become as popular 
as might . have been expected. The Banana Boys-particu­
larly Eddie Frow- have for yea r been protagonists of this 
type of racing which i well within the means of the 
average man . 

If one or two were built and raced in the Transvaal 
the c la s co~ld really get under way and , like the 1800 cc. 
hydro , provide cheap, good racing. 

Taling about clas as ociations, jt is pleasing to see 
.A.P.B.A. tabling the following regulat ions: 
• Fir tl y, that no new associations may be formed un til 

at lea t I 0 boats of the cla s are racing. 
• Secondly, that membership of any clas associations 

be lim ited to a boat owner and that the definition of a 
boat owner is a person who in fact own a hull with or 
without a motor. 

• Thirdly. any person found ignoring the rules in re­
pect of boat and engine classifications will be liable to 

one year's suspension by S.A.P.B.A. 
• Fourthl y. decisions at class a ociation meeting must 

be made by having at least 60 per cent of the registered 
members voting, of which a two-third majority must be 
obtained to pass a resolution. 

• Finally. class as ociations should issue certificate of 
measurements for each hull and engine and they will be 
empowered to call f r these at regattas. 

Paul Bothner, brother of the late Bobby Bothner, ap-

(Continued on page 53) 
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SPRINGBOK AT COPENHAGEN : All the excitement of a massed fleet in international class racing is in this stirring shot from the 505 European 
Championships at Copenhagen, coinciding with an immense concou rse of dinghies and ocean-racing yachts for the Centenary Regatta . 
Bruce McCurrach can be seen with a nice windward position , sail number SA 2084. This is the number used, of course, by Bob Thomas's 
505 in Transvaal waters . 

50 5 EUROPEAN CHAMPS 
B Y B RU C E Mc CU RR AC H 

T HE 1966 European 505 C ha mpionship took place in 
the Sound off Copenhagen be tween Augu t 5 a nd JI. 
coinciding with the Ro yal Danish Yacht Clu b's en­

tenary Regatta, at which more than J ,000 yachts had come 
to compete in World. European and Gold Cup C hampion­
hips and also for prizes offered by the Royal Danish Yacht 

Club. 
The 505s were based a t harluttenlund , which i half-

way between Hellerijn and Shov hoved Yacht Clu bs and 
the races were held over an Olympic-type course off Tear­
back . 

evenly- ix boats from nine nation entered for this 
event. To mention a few names like the Farrant brother 
from England, past world cha mpion, Buffet, Pie rre Poul­
lain from France, Rappard from Swi tzerland. Hans Fogh 
fro m Denmark how that the com petit ion was tiff. 

I was sailing a borrowed D ani h boat, built by H onnor 
Marine, and had Ole Gunnar Petersen as my c-ew. Ole 
ha crewed for Hans Fogh in the past two Olympic and 
for Paul Elvstrom on many occasion , so I had no excu e 
for the front end of the boat. All we were short of wa 
more practice to work up the team, especially when it 
ca me to spinnaker work on the strong-wind days. but time 
wa against u so we did as best we could without practice. 

For the first race. on Friday. August 5. the wind was 
blowing abou t 15-20 m.p.h . from the south-we t. All boat 
go t off to a good start and the lead was so n taken by 
Farran t. who was never passed and went on to a com­
fo rtable win, econd place going to Pierre Poullain and 
third to Dan Bowles. myself finishing 33 . 

The econd race wa in even gu tier condit ions. blowing 
a bout 25 m.p.h . at the start and freshing to at least 35 
m.p.h. in the puffs. Once again the Farrant bro thers were 
fir t a t the first mark. followed by Poullain. who not long 
after rounding the mark wa one of the fir t of many to 
cap ize as the wind increased. 

The second leg wa a broad reach with the wind at 35 
m.p. h. It is difficult to explain the thrill and ensations o ne 
had on this leg. the water wa shoot ing up the centreboard 
case in a solid sheet for a t lea t three fee t : all round 
rudders were breaking. masts napping and falling: and 
boa ts were capsizing everywhere. 

After rounding the first mark in the twenties. I suddenl y 
found myself lying six th at the third. but half-way up the 
be t af~er having pas~ed two more dinghies. the committee 
boa.t came motoring past the leading men fl ying the Inter­
national Z flag which meant they had a bandoned the race . 
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WHO SAILED IN THEM 
At this tage only 15 boats were left so it was rat her a wise 
decision on behalf of the committee, as much as I would 
have liked to ca rry o n. 

An intere ting sight remained as people were bringing 
their boat back to the dingh y hard, half were arriv ing 
from the seaward side and the other ha lf co ming in by 
road. Those com ing in by road had been towed into 
Skovshoved harbour, the nearest for the rescue boats to 
drop the di sa bled before dashing off for more custo me rs . 

In all , a lot of ma ts and man y rudders were broken . 
plus a good uppl y of ail blown to shreds. 

Sunday, August 7. the resa il of the seco nd race and the 
third race following directly afterwards: again the wind on 
the fresh ide but rather shifty. I go t off to a good start and 
was fourth round the first mark but lost a few places off 
the wind a nd eventua ll y finished twel fth , fir t place going 
to the Farran t brothers and second to Christi an Ba th . 

Man y boats capsized again during thi race on the down ­
wind leg of the course. 

The third race was almost a replica of the econd , with 
Farrant out in front again, followed by a nother English­
man, G. Rogers, and Pierre Breteche from France third , 
myself fini hing only twenty-fifth . 

T lo t my report on the fou rth race. so no comment. l n 
the fifth race the wind had swun g into the south and wa 
blowing off the open ea. just after the tart which had 
been a general reca ll. 

I misjudged my position and wa caught port a nd ta;­
board- and out of the race. 

Not long after the start the wind wung farther into the 
east a nd put a lot of people off thei r bearings. o th e 
majority of the fleet headed for the wrong mark . Buffet 
and Fogh noticed all were going for the wrong mark . but 
kept on until they were sure which wa correct. rounding a 
long way ahead of the o hers. The race ended in a follow­
my- leader course with some of the boats having to et 
spin nakers to run back to the fir t mark . 

Buffet led the whole way. but was disqualified for being 
over the line after the one-minute rule had been introduced 
after the general recall. 

Fir t pl ace then went to F.1877, D a \ y Lebrun. and 
econd to H 1ns Fogh. with Peter Bai nbr idge third. 

The sixth race started in rather fre h winds again. with 
m3ny boats capsizing even before reaching the tart. Soon 
the two Engli hmen . Farrant and Bainbridge. started 

(Continued on page 54} 
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IN LIGHT AIRS: Keith Daff, skippering Mischief, at the 505 
lnterclub Regatta held at Rietvlei. 

Photo: Jo Crewe-Brown 

The 505 CHAMPS . • • 
(Continued from page 31) 

movi ng a head with H an Fogh lyi ng third . I was in tenth 
position after sailing the first tri angle but half-way up the 
beat my rudder pintles broke, which put me out of the 
race. 

Bai nbridge went on to win with Farra nt and Fogh seco nd 
a nd third and Buffet fou rth . 

For the seventh , and last , race the wind was in the 
outh agai n and had built up rather a nasty sea, gust ing 

about 25-30 in the rai n squalls . The Farrant brothers had 
already won the series, so did not take part but went sigh t­
seeing instead: so it was a fight be iween Bai nbridge, Bath, 
Poulla in and Fogh for second and third positions overa ll. 

J!tlrn Bond from Den ma rk jumped away at the start 
and wa never headed. Ba th held on to his second position 
fo r the who'e race. closely foll owed by Bainbridge, Fogh 
and then myself. which was my best position for the whole 
of the series. 

Our performance wa improving with each race as Ole 
and I got down to a bit of teamwo rk which is most im­
portant in raci ng a 505 , especially in strong wind . 

Overall. the Farrant brothers. without any questio n a t 
all, were the masters with Peter Bainbridge hot on their 
heels. Unfortunatel y for Peter he mis~ed the first race o 
was unable to disca rd one race. 

An open-air p ~ ize-giving at the Royal D a nish Yacht 
lub grounds in Skov hoved ha rbour concluded the 1966 

505 European ChJmpionshipo;. :: 
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kipper-crew partnership- they will be a formidable team 
wi th every prospect of achieving excellent places a t future 
regattas. 

The two other expert sk ipper who did not ail were 
Brya n Metcalfe, who very considerately acrificed the 
season' opening regatta to put hi beautifu lly-conditioned 
boat on the Ra11d Daily Mail's Great Outdoo r Exhibition , 
and Hellmut Stauch who wa over ea . 

The tune-up race on Saturday morn ing wa held in 
moderate winds with Leenstra winning comfortably. The 
gusts rocketed down the n rrow north leg o( the dam on 
Saturday afternoon and the race developed into a urvival 
of the fittest. Man y yachtsmen capsized and one broke hi 
mast. John Tainton , who is one of the rising F .D . skipper 
in the country, ai led magnificently, winni ng comfortably 
and beating Leenstra into seco nd place. 

Don Ord , who ca psized and righted himself immediately, 
fin ished third. 

The second race became a battle between local skipper 
with Ord and Tainton vying for fi rst place. T ainton even­
tually won with Ord second and Leenstra third . On Sunda y 
afternoon Cinderella showed its vicious umpredictabilit y. 
The wind was blasting from the outh-west, making the 
beat from the north-east mark a cruel necessity. 

If k ippers ventured too close to the tree on the we t , 
they sai led into a virtual dead calm patch. They had to 
keep along the club shore, with hart tacks a nd taking 
advantage of the gust and lift . 
o~d secured an in credible lead in the first round . He 

ca psized but righted himsel f, allowi ng only Leenstra to get 
through . It will give readers some idea of how far Ord 
was ahead when only one boat passed him in spite of the 
tren gth of the wind . 

Leenstra steadily increased his lead and with a frighten­
ingly fas t spinnaker run , managed to win by three minute . 
Ord was second and Tainton third. 

Monda y's race was sailed in light, variable winds and 
oon became a tussle between O rd and Tainton. On the 

last round Tainton dropped hi pinnaker boom, allowing 
Ord th rough to win. 

Final results: Tainton , I ; Ord , 2; Leenstra , 3 and 
Graham 4. 

The first three placings were extremely close, thank to 
the low-poin t sco ring sys tem. I t would be ea y to di mi s 
Tai nton 's victory as t he feat of a n experienced man sai ling 
in h ome waters. Some of hi s a bility m ay be due to this , 
but unmistaka bl y th is fana tically keen skipper has the 
qualities of a fi rst-rate F.D . cham pion. 

H is career in the class will be worth wa tching. 

This writer was taken to task light-heartedly some time 
ago by the Sprog Association for having the temerity to 
suggest that inland Sprog ski ppers were not up to the 
standard of their comrades on the coast. T he Sprog A so­
cia tion then brash ly cha llenged coa tal ski pper to venture 
inl and and suffer a crushing defeat at the Highveld Sprog 
C hampionsh ip. 

Regrettabl y only one se mi-coastal skipper accepted the 
challenge a nd travelled to Pretoria Sailing Cl ub fo r the 
duel. Louis Herrid ge really showed the Transvalers how to 
handle a Sprog in their own waters. He won every race, 
although some of them narrowl y, and must have et a 
Highveld record for versa tility. 

If this is what 011 e coa tal skipper can do, the Highveld 
progs hould be very tha nkful they were not given a run 

fo r their money by the c rack sai lors from Zeekoevlei ! 
The Sprog Highveld Cham pionship is the brain-child of 

the husband-a nd-wife team, Paddy and Ph y! Pearce, who 
not only sail extremely abl y. but al o run a very efficient 
Sprog Association. They took the ini t ia tive in starting the 
ann ual event Ja t year (they were even given the supreme 
com pliment la t month by being asked by the F.D. if they 
did not mind the F.D. event copying the name after the 
Sprog week-end} and were the prime movers again this 
yea r. 

Louis H erridge, the 16-yea r-old choolboy-sailor from 
Zululand Yach t Club, Nata l, and hi brother David , howed 
all the skill and intelligent tactics which made them 
national Dabchick champions two yea r ago. They ailed 
uperbly in the heavy condition . It seem th at if the two 
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can have enough practise in atal before next January 
they might easily take the honours from the Cape. ' 

Cedric Man on._ of Victoria Lake lub, Germiston, was 
unlucky not to wm at least two race . He wa extremely 
close to Herridge and frequently passed him on the beat. 
However, Herridge wa superb off the wind and on a reach 
appeared to overtake Man on to weather or to lee without 
trouble. 

Manson was econd overall with John McKay third and 
Keith Harri fourth. 

The annual meeting of the South African Federation of 
Aquatic port was held la st month. Mo t of the discussion 
was devoted to the acceptance of the newly-formed .A. 
Federation of Motorboat Clubs. Thi Federation' applica­
tion was finall y accepted with John Lowmas , ecretary of 
the .A. Power Boat A ociation, being its de legate. 

With the entry of the motorboat club into the Federa­
tion, the S.A.F.A.S. i now mouthpiece of every South 
African aquatic sport. 

The draft regulations for the control of the Republic's 
wa terwa ys were accep ted with minor alterations. The ac­
cepted version will now be placed before the Department 
of Wate r Affair . 

Some of the pioneer of outh African yachting have 
foun d tha t sta rting a yacht club is not ea y. One of the 
infants among Transvaal clubs is Murray Park Y.C. from 
Springs. This sma ll body i ble sed wi th dynamic members 
and in les than 18 months they have gathered about 40 
enthusia tic racing boats and more than 100 followers. 
Their drive to esta blish a permanent club is borne out by 
the sturd y bridge the members have built during the off 
sea on. 

They have persuaded their City ouncil to extend the 
premises and now they are scouting round for money to 
build a clubhou e and boat park. 

If anyone i misguided enough to think yachting has no 
future mland. they need only watch the way in which 
Murra y Park has developed . 

The proudest pos essions of the club are three beauti­
fully ea t cannons capable of firing 12 bore or 45 revolver 
blank . (They were constructed from plan originally pub­
lished in S.A. Yachting and dei gned by the editor.) 

During that wild Azalea Regatta at Midmar Dam-Finns battling 
it out at the mark: 218, Robin Harris ; 181, John Howard ; 317, 
Ernest Morrison ; 163, Dick Halliburton and 267, Berry Smith. 

Photo: Bianca lavies 

AZALEA REGATTA 

MIDMAR Dam this yea r had its largest Azalea Regatta, 
with 116 entries. The event wa particularl y import­
an t a thi regat a counted for the atal harpie 

Champion hip , which had not been held in Durban during 
Ea ter as there were not enough entrie . 

The Sharpie were well supported thi time with 21 
entries consisting of nine local . two from the Glendee 
Yacht Club, th ;ee from the Bo kop Yacht lub, two from 
the East Rand Yacht Club and five from the Flamingo 
Yacht lub. 

There were a lso ix 505s, 12 Fireballs, 20 prog . 15 
Enterprises, nine Dabchicks, one Graduate, one O .K., one 
And y, eight Flying Dutchmen, 13 Finn and nine Spear· 
heads. 

The Fireball Class had visitors from far afield. All the 
way from the East London Yacht C lub came B. Lipka 
who had completed h is Flutterby in even week a nd 
launched her just before the sta rt of the first Azalea race. 
There were two boats fro m the Queen town Yacht Cl ub : 
Fi11negan's Wake ski ppered by A. Tomlinson and Colin 
and Louise Edward' Co11way. 

Colin Edwards had brought up both the Queenstown 
boats. 

From Klerksdorp there was M. Tarboton in the Sprog : 
from the Flamingo Y acht Club B. Ante! ; from the Florida 
Yacht lub J . Waddington in the Enterprises. Other skip­
pers in the fleet we re from Durban, the Glendee Yacht 
Club and the Zululand Yacht C lub as well as a number of 
locals. 

It was a rega tta that none of the competitor . org:tni er , 
rescue craft operator (or a ny spectator for that matter) 
will oon forget. It was surprising there had been no casual­
tie . and more than ever one realised the neces ity of 
wearing lifejacket on that vast stretch of wate r where the 
wind comes up so suddenly. 

The regatta wa to consist of a series of three races. one 
on Satu · day afternoon. one on Sunday afternoon and one 
on Monday morning. In addi ti on there was an "all-in" 
race on Sunday morning for the Azalea C up. 

A stiff easte rl y wind blew at the start of the first race on 
Sa turda y afternoon . Before the race began there were a 
large number of capsizes and three Spearhead broke their 
mast. 

Cloud built up in the north a nd when the first class had 
comple ted one round , suddenly the wind h it fro m a dif­
ferent direction. In minute the dam built up to an angry 
mass of wayes. Yachts went over left, right a nd centre and 

(Continued on page 56) 

.,, .,, 

<.O 
<.O 
en -
..: 
Q) 

..0 

.8 
(..) 

C> 

I ... 
z: 
..... 
::c 
c.:> cc 
>-
z: 
cc 
c.:> = ...... 
cc 
::c ..... 
::::> 
0 
V) 

Archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za




