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BY the end of thi> }car the outh Afri an Merchant 
avy Academy, encra l Botha, c peels to have it fine 

new training ra(t- a 66-footer that will perform 
cquall\ well under ail and power- afloat. 1 ~e little hip i 
at prc~ent in the final .,tage of on tru lion. under th 
'>upervi ion of the Academy's ap tain- up rintendcnt Phil 

anl..in , at the ap Town yard o( Louw and Halvor en . 
great deal of hard thinking went into the planning of 

the training ra(t and. as "ell, the whol new auti al 
cadem at ranger Ba Y. near the dock a t ape Town. 
acht<,men , power and ail , naturally have only the warme t 

nf 1wod (eeling to this C'>labli . hment ·. o we are plea cd 
to be able to quote a few e tra t. from Captain ankin" 
original report which emphasi e how congenia l to u i 
the -,pirit of the whole proje t. and al o give th thinking 
behind the planning of the training ve el. 

I fer.: arc omc of th things he had to a}: 
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Her is South Africa's 
new t aining ship General 
Botha, a handsome and 
sturdy otor-sailer, 66 ft. 
overall, 18 ft. 4 in. beam 
and 6 ft. in. draught, dis­
placing 9 OOO lb. She has 
a I Caterpi I lar 
engine, bu a fine spread 
of sail. Her esigner, Kurt 
Oehlmann of Trave­
munde, first earned re­
spect of local yachts men 
for t'\is impress . eCorsair, 
belonging to ol. S. H. 
Jeffrey, of C nstantia, 
which is at prese t in the 
Pacificinthecours ofasuc­
cessful round-th -world 
cruise. What appe rs to 
be a conventional acht 
deck salo..Q.n is, of co rse, 
the heavily-instrume ted 
'ITavigational instruc n 
hear oft e h' 

autical training f r the Merchant avy and the fhhing 
fleets of our country wa recenl ly inve ligated b) a om­
mittee f Enquiry, appointed by the Mini ter of ducation , 

r and cience. A a re ult of thi mmittee' rep rt , 
the new outh African Mer hant cadem y General 
Botha ha been laun hed . 

In its report the ommittee rec gni ed th uniqu 
character of nauti al training (or th.e Merchant av}. and 
tre ed the intangible value of pre- ea di iplinar:r train­

ing. It pointed out that. in pile of modern ientifi ad­
van e. 111 naval ar hitecture and navigational aid , requir­
ing a higher tandard of education from officers. the 
natural hazard encountered at ea are till pre ent and 
require the ame high degree of initiative and alertne 
from the e men . 

The m, in ta . i.. . of the General Botha "ill be to a ttra t 
(Continued on page 40) 
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NEW TRAINING SHIP 
GENERAL BOTHA 

(Continued from page 23) 

Captain Phil Nankin , who is running the new Merchant Navy 
Academy General Botha at Granger Bay with a strong accent 
on practical seamanship , keeps watch with one of the cadets 
as he maintains radio communication with the shore base. The 
picture was taken on board Arthur Holgate's big schooner 
Lorraine, which has been on loan to the academy as a training 
ship till their own craft is launched . Both Holgate and Captain 
Hankin have Cape Horn passages and a background of squaresail 
training in the famous old windjammer Lawhill, to their credit . 

Photo : Brian Lello 

the right class of yo ung man into the industry, and see that 
he ha the proper training before and after going to sea. 

Generally speaking, South Africans are descendant of 
two great m aritime -nations, Great Brita in and Holland , but 
unlike these and mo t other seafa ring nations , we do not 
have their geographica l features , and historical and litera ry 
eafaring background which ma y be said to fo ter the 

youthful desire to go to sea. 
It i essential th a t this challenge and interest , once en­

gendered , c3n be maintained over the training peri d 
during which these yo ung men , apart from the academic 
ide. will be taught leadership in an industrial a opposed 

to a milita ry underta king. an enduring respect for the sea 
a well as the spirit of service and dedication required by 
the very nature of ships. 

How. then , do we propose to achieve these intangible ? 
Our answer i in boat , where sea en e can be engendered . 

General Botha has been g ra nted funds and abinet ap­
prova l for the building of a training harbour, as well a 
two lifeboat . two wha lers, two cutters, a rescue launch and 
a full y equipped in trument-sea manship training ves el. 

Ideally the inst rument-training ve el should be capable 
of the following functions: 

(i) She hould be designed for eagoing duties in winds 
up to gale force wi th the heavy sea encountered off 
the ape, extremely strong, dry and tab le. 

(ii) That he be large enough to accommodate a crew 
of 15 cadets plus two officer on hort crui es (LS.A. 
for 20 ha nds). 

(iii) That her draught be restr icted to approximate! 6 
ft. to enable her to be berthed and slipped in the 
training harbour. 

(iv) That she be fully equipped with the neces ary navi­
ga tion equipment hou ed in a chart room with chart 
table for five navigator . 

(v) That she provide seamanship traming for those 
cadet not engaged in navigating. 

(vi) A the craft will be u ed for d ay exercises as well a 
five-da y cruise . careful consideration must be given 
to hygiene . 

(vii) That she be capable of being u ed for po t ea 
officer practical radar and shiphandling training. 

(viii) H er appearance must be uch that she will engender 
p : ide in her and her performance. 

Before finally re ommending a pa rt ic ular type of craft, 
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the University of Southampton' policy relating to training 
craft was investigated and the following point emerged : 

(i) " A power-driven craf t provides little real training 
for an embryonic merchant seaman, except for leer­
ing or washing paint. lt does not bring him any real 
con tact with the ea as does a sai ling c raft who e 
motive power is governed by the cadets who man 
the ship. 

(ii) 'The School doe not believe in trying to turn out 
'sailing hip' ailo rs , but fee l that ome hort 
period of training aboa rd a fa t , manoeuvrable sail­
ing vessel is of great help in inculcating integrity, 
se lf-reliance, an awareness of danger, a nd that the 
sea will always find out shodd y or scam ped work. 

(iii) 'The School a lways in ist that the Captain a nd 
Officer of their training ship a re the normal lec­
turers of the school. Otherwi e it might give cadets 
the impression th at the lecturers a re incapable of 
handling ships." 

At this stage our a ttent ion was directed to a locall y-built 
craft. Corsair designed by Mr. Kurt Oehlmann for Colonel 

. H . Jeffr ies. This craft looks like a motor launch, is 
equipped wit h a ils and handles equal ly well under both 
a il or power. We observed this craft at ea and discu ed 

her with he r owner. 
o lone l Jeffries u ed his craft for exten ive sea trials of 

electronic nav igational a ids. manufactured by h is firm , the 
In trument Manufacturing orpora tion . and found her 
more tha n adequa te. 

These fac ts a nd o ther led to the Board's su pport of the 
suggestion that we build a motor-driven training ve set 
equipped with a uxili a ry sa il s. o designed that the ail will 
in no way interfere with the in trumen t-navigation training. 
yet ca pa ble o f good perform 1nce under sail. 

Th is craft will t he n be used for : 
( I) Post-sea officers· practic:i l radar. ma noemrin g and 

compa s adju ting. 
(2) Pre- ea cadet : 

(i) Practical navigation a nd use of navigational 
a ids to consolid ate theoret ical in struction ashore . 

(ii) Ship maintenance and sea manship trammg 
where cadets rea lise that the y a re responsible 
for the vesse l' s motive powe ~ . gear. canva and 
cleanlines and so will gain experience of the 
power of the wind and sea , tackles a nd weight . 

(iii ) Keepin g a n efficient watch , both in ha rbour and 
at sea. 

(iv) Inculcating into the cadet alertnes . caution. 
awareness of dange r. ph ysica l hardiness. power 
of command and improving group morale by 
bu ilding the soirit of common venture . 

(v) Recreation while undergoing training. 
(vi) Anchoring an d manoeuvring. 

( ·ii ) Hygiene in con fined ship spaces. 
(viii) S:iil drill wil l to a la rge exten t replace unrealis­

ti c pa rade ground drills relative to an industri a l 
as oppo ed to a milita ry undertak ing. 

(3) The possi bility of u ing this c raft for training fisher­
men has not been overlooked. 

We of the General Botha believe tha t ufficient young 
men of our country can a nd will be att racted to the sea as 
a ca :eer , but to en sure th a t th ey receive cha racter trai ning. 
inspira ti on and leadership. we must be provided with the 
tool to perform our tra ining ai m. :: 

CANOE RACE THRILLS 
Here are Paul Chalupsky , left , and Jannie Malherbe, who were 
first and second in the annual Berg River Marathon Canoe Race. 
One of the local , Cape, fibreglass canoe builders, F. Nebe, also 
entered and came seventh to his son who beat him into sixth 
place . Photo : Cape Times. 

TRIGGER 
SPEED 
CONTROL 

GIVES VDU 
contro l - perfect control of speeds from standstill to maximum 
r.p.m.-the ability to drive screws with ease or to drill without 
centrepunching - even into highly contoured surfaces as shown . 

SELECT THE RIGHT SPEEDS FOR DRILLING INTO PLASTIC, WOOD. 
METAL OR GLASS. 

Enquiries 

WITH SNAP· LOCK TOOLS 
FOR ANY JOB - INSTANTLY ! 

to :APWOOD C PTV.J LIMITED. 
P.O. BOX 7844 , JOHANNESBURG. PHONE 834.6568 
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