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NEW RULES TO 
ALLOW 
PLYWOOD SHARPIES 
These new rules, to allow the Sharpie Class to be built in plywood 

and to generally rationalise a design which has contributed so 
much to South African yacht racing, will come up for ratification at 
SA YRA's important annual meeting this month at Port Elizabeth. 

I . No deviations shall be allowed from the plan marked Official Measurement 
Plan 1965, in the building of hulls, provided that the following tolerances are 
permissible: 
(a) Overall length 1 in. either way. 
(b) t in . either way in the distance from the outside edge of the top of any 

frame at the gunwale to the outside edge at the top of the same frame 
at the gunwale on the opposite side. 

(c) Frame spacing t in . either way. 
(d) 6 in . either forward or aft of the mast position . Sliding mast steps or 

similar contrivances must incorporate permanent stops so as to prevent 
the centre of the mast being moved more than 6 in. forward or 6 in. aft 
of the mast position . For the purpose of this rule, the centre of the mast 
shall mean a point equidistant between the forward edge and after edge 
of the mast at the closest point to the deck. 

(e) t in. either way of the position of the plate bolt. 
2. The centre plate and rudder plate shall be of fr in. metal plate. The centre 

plate shall be to the Official Measurement Pl an, I 948 . The shape and area 
of the rudder plate shall be optional. 

3. No graphite shall be used on the hull. 
4. No fixed bowsprit shall be carried . 
5. Floorboards must be carried while racing. 
6. All seams in the bottom and side planking of the boat must be battened, but 

where t in. or 6 mm. plywood sheat hing is used stringers are optional. 
7. Deck beams shall be t in. x t in . and spaced not more than 9 in. centre to 

centre. A deck beam of t in . thickness and 5 in. depth at its deepest point 
must be fitted on the edge: 
(a) immediately forward of the mast position as shown on the measurement 

plan, and 
(b) at the forward end of the cockpit and 
(c) at the after end of the cockpit. 

8. A thwart not less than t in . thick and 2t in . wide at its widest point and 2 in . 
wide at its narrowest point must be placed : 
(a) at the forward and 
(b) at the after end of the centreboard casing provided that the above­

mentioned thwarts may be notched to fit into the uprights at each side 
of the boat. 

9. All boats shall be completely decked for a distance of at least 6 ft. 8 in . 
from the stem towards the stern and at least 3 ft. 3 in . from the transom 
towards the bow. The remainder of the decking shall extend in a fair curve 
fore and aft with a minimum width of 16 in . at frame No. 3. 
(a) In spite of the rule requiring all boats to be fully decked for a distance 

of at least 6 ft. 8 in. from the stem, it is permissi ble to cut holes in the 
deck for the stowage of spinnakers at a point closer to the stem than 6 ft. 
8 in . (Rule 9.) 

(b) A piece of wood equivalent in size and weig ht to that removed from the 
deck be provided at the bottom of the spinnaker stowage bags. 

(Continued on page 49) 

I 
I 
I I 
\ I ,_/ 

S A INTERCLUB SHARPlt 
541b QIAGIU1~ 

......__ 

! 

I 
I 
I 

I 

11, 

l 

' r' _. 

_,,_,.,..J 

"'-.. . 

\ ··-

~ - - --.:-_---) ~· 

\ 

Archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za



RACING AT L.M 
(Continued from page 38) 

Another fin e di play of eaman hip wa put on by 
Gideon Ne! who drove hi Captain und amaged into fir t 
p lace in the JOO h.p. cla . In thi race not a ingle pilot 
tli pped . 

mong the unlucky o ne who had to come in under tow 
" ere T oni a nd io te a nd Guido Del Re. Both were well 
p la ed when their engines hipped water through the in­
ta ke a they went through a ea. Toni andiote and his 
in trepid pilote were giving their usual di play of prop 
r idin g even in the e sea conditions. 

Everyone was gl ad to see the Portuguese boy ta ke their 
ha re of the hon o ur , with the first two pl aces in the 50 h.p. 
·la . 

There will be a race next yea r- a bigger a nd better one 
if th at i pos ible. Tullio Del Re i already working out the 
detai l a nd you will soon be hearing all a bout it ... and 
a bout the Boat how to be held at the Clube da Pe ea from 
October I to 3 on the occasion of the Gala Opening of the 
new Club prem i e . 

RESULTS 
CLASS I. 
I . Nuno Quartin and Edmundo Oliviera . 
2 . 0 . A. Rosa Santos and Carlos Rosa Santos . 
3 . Fred Raas and Eric Velosa . 

CLASS 11 . 
j . Gideon Nel and Vergi lio Peixoto (only boat to finish). 

CLASS Ill. 
f . Arne Levy and Fred Lang . 
2 . Paul Winsley and H. van Staaden. 
3. Dino Candiotes and Eddy Meint;ies. 

J st Portuguese Boat Home : Nuno Quartin. 

Consolation Prize for Consistent Lapping and a good performance in his first race 
His motor seiz:ed up after 8 laps in a Peerless II ) : Guido Del Re . 

Plaque for Services Rendered: Basil Darlington and Fred Raas . 

Lanham-Love Writes ... 

P.O. Box 321 , Vanderbijlpark , Tvl. 

Dea r ir, 
A brief note to et out the correct fact , in ea e your 

· ·~tringer" in Loureni;:o Marque ends you a ga rbled ver­
~ion of the Loureni;:o Marque offshore race. 

Pilot briefing scheduled for 8.30 a.m. and this was on 
time. During the meeting a request was made for a half­
hour postponement of chedu led l 0 a.m. race tart to allow 
two additional boats ju t arrived from an Martino, to 
enter. It wa refu ed. 

9.50 a.m. Ten-minute ignal given and majority of fleet 
""ent out to mill in 3-ft. wave . ote thi time well. We 
were left jilling around in the milling area until 10.35. One 
boat flipped , the remainder taking on much water. 

10.35 a.m. Due official tart boat not putting in appear­
~ince, another local cruiser took on the job and guided 
fleet up to line for tart. Officials decided tart illegal and 
hoi ted red flag after first lap. ome pilots did two laps, 
.each lap four miles. 

11.05 a.m. By this time entire fleet returned to port. 
Much jabbering a nd discussion then occurred a to what 
·hould happen which, of course, prevented the time being 
put to constructive use by pilots. 

11.50 a.m. At thi time official decided, after the above 
di cu sion with pilots, to re tart the race in approximately 
15 to 20 minute ' time. 

12.12 p.m. Race re tarted. Winner to be fir t boat com­
pleting 60 miles, or the boat which completed the greatest 
di lance within the en uing hour and a half. 

1.42 p.m. End of race indicated by red flag from tower. 
No chequer fl.ags available. Amie Levy had completed 11 
lap , Paul Wmsley's entry had done approximately nine 
an~ a third laps at t~is time ; but all competitors were, I 
beheve, allowed to finish the lap they were in and credited 
with that number of laps. 
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The winner thu covered only 44 mile in an hour and 
a half. under 30 m.p.h . a nd even at thi low peed wa sti ll 
widening the gap between a ll other competitor . l believe, 
but am not sure, that only five boat fini hed the cour e. 

We cho e not to compete in the restart a , having alread y 
done 16 mile in rough water and milled for 45 minute , I 
decided that in fairnes to my boat and my pocket, a the 
boat now ta nd in at nearl y R7,000, I would need at lea t 
two hour to heck tha t nothing had hifted in the boa t, 
that all nut and bolts were secure and to refuel through 
a chamoi . 

I have sent you this information in ea e you do not 
receive the correct ver ion , a one or two people were a 
bit acid with u for not racing. eedle to say, they were 
the chap who know least a bout racing, but morall y I felt 
completel y ju tified , pa rticularly a the previou day l had 
donated my towage money back to the club . 

The cour e ha pos ibilitie , but it badly need know­
ledgeable ffici als. 

THE GREAT OUTDOOR 
EXHIBITION 

By PETER BROWN 

AT lea t ten a iling and two powerboat cla e will how 
their best craft at next month 's Grea t Outdoor Exhibi ­
tion to be held at Milner Park , Johanne burg. 

Final a rrangements for the how, which i to be the 
large t of it type ever held in outh Africa, are complete. 
The plea u re craft have been a llotled the colonnade to the 
north of the central arena . 

The Grea t Outdoor will open at 10 a .m. on Saturday. 
eptember 3. The how will clo e on unday and reopen 

at 10 a.m. on Monda y. which i a public holida y. During 
the weekday the gates open at 2 p.m. and clo e at 10 p.m. 

The re ponse from the water port indu try ha been 
exceptionall good and thi , coupled with caravan manu­
facturer and the maker of other outdoor equipment, 
will ensure full public hall and tands. 

Each sailing a nd powerboating clas ha been invited to 
place the pi k of their boat on the how. At a recent 
meeting held at the show ground , the following yachting 
clas e were repre ented : O.K. Dinghies, Flying Dutchmen. 
Finn , Spea rheads, Enterprises, Sprogs and International 
505 . 

The two powerboating ection repre ented were 1,800 
cc. inboard hydroplane and runabouts. 

Each cla undertook to exhibit one of it boats. The 
mall enclo ed pace behind each boat will be u ed by the 

cla ses to demonstrate the yacht' features by photograph , 
plans and drawings. The more am bit ious cla se even plan 
to show films o( the boat performing on the country' 
lakes and dam . 

One of the big problem which will face the boating 
cla es i the difficulty in obtaining attendant during the 
working hours. The organisers have undertaken to provide 
guards for the boats, but each class mu t end two or three 
of its members after work each day. 

The star attractions among the yacht will be Bryan 
Metcalfe' beautiful new double-bottomed Jongkind Fly­
ing Dutchman hull, which has been e pecially overhauled 
for the show, and H a lmatic' panking new pearhead 
and Finns. 

According to Ward Parke , the how' organiser, "the 
Mecca for yachtsmen will be the outh African Yachting 
Power and ail's tand which will include a reference 
library, a naval architect to answer yachtsmen's knotty 
problem and a reading-room where ailors can sit and 
argue (but quietly) with fellow enthusiast ". 

On the day the show opens, the Rand Daily Mail will 
publish a pecial supplement which will feature the high­
lights of the exhibition. :: 
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I FRONT TO BACK TO I FRONT TO I BACK TO I 
BACK FRONT BACK FRONT. 

(reverse) {rever~e) 

WATER TURNS . 

1Bo' / ' \ / 

360° // ,, \\. // 

540 I// \\\ ,,, /// 

720 //// \'\\'\ \\\\ //// 
100· Step over. s 2 s c. 
100· Toehold c :::> 

360. Toe hold . G> ~ 
WAKE TURNS : ADD - TO BASIC SYMBOL 

100· _/ \__ 

360 -" \L -" 
540 -111 ~ 

720 .1LLI ®.. 

100· Step ovrr. -5 2-
180 ·Toehold c_ _:) 

360 ·Toe hold . G_ ~ 
MISCELLANEOU~S_: ___ ....,...----,-------r-----, 

somersault. - ~O+-l-------r-------1 
Sid .. l ide . - WI/I/ W1't/ 

i-.:.._:_:_~.\--~~+---:::--+-~~~ 

Ta• hold sid~lid• · i.I ~C~~·~· '.'.'.:·-:::...-1..1 ___ _ .L .~'""=J.=..._..1-___ __. 
This is the basic trick-scoring shorthand method used by Mr· 
Hulsemann . The main tricks are all covered by four symbols while 
wake tricks have an added bar. All this is purely a guide, and indi­
vidual variations are legion, but the idea is a great timesaver for 
judges. 

MAKING A KITE • • • 
(Continued from page 31) 

Learners should make their first a tlempt into a light but 
teady wind of 5- 10 m.p.h. . 

Towing speed is reduced by the trength of the wmd and 
control is therefore ea ier. hort hop ho.uld precede the 
first su tained flight and plenty of low-flymg 1 necessary 
to get confidence. . . . 

The boat driver is the real kmgpm of the whole bu. 1!1e , 
a he control all the ups and downs. He ha . to a.nt1c1pate 
gust of wind (even a small gu t can ra1 e a k1t.e flier 20 ft. 
before the boat driver reali es what 1 happ~nmg). He h~ 
to be ready for emergency action ( udden gains or lo es in 
altitude of the kite) hould it be necessary. . 

A diving or collapsed kite (fortunately a rant}'.) usually 
re pond to more thro.ttle, with immediate reduction when 
the kite pull out or hits the water. 

Generally peaking, very slight throttle moveme.nts are 
the rule for normal level flight , backinl;\ off as th~ kite ~ne 
to climb and throttling up if it show sign of. lo mg heigh t. 
It goes without saying that plenty of water 1s n~eded and 
tall trees or teep banks which cause turbulent air currents 
should be avoided. . h 

Finally , the ~e hould be an ob erver m the boat "'! o 
usually operates a quick-rele~se .mecham~m ~o~ the towhne. 
This is used as a flier ends h1 ride and taxis "? shore. or 
in case of a crash, when it hould be relea ed JU t before 
the kite hits the water. . . 

Communica tion between boat and flier is depend~nt. on 
head signal and ski-waving and a n.od . or two s1gm~es 
more throttle , while shaking the head signifies the opposite. 

FRED LIGHTON 
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ROPE LORE • • • 
(Continued from page 27) 

Warning: ome lower classe of yacht men after belay­
ing to a clea t or belay ing-pin ha lf-hitch the. fa ll . of th.e 
rope around a horn of the cleat or the belay in g-pm .. Th.1 
practice mu t cease a from now. lf the rope get s wet. rt will 
well and jam itself, and in an emergency you will find 

yourself in trouble. 
( ) Half-Hitch : Also self-expl a natory. 
(9) Clove-Hitch : Thi i two half-hitche ne .on top o[ 

the other. II i a noble hitch . It can be ma~e-m second 
·-not only at the end of a rope but. in the middle of a r~ p • 
by twisting two bight into ''oppo 1te" loop and plo :ikm~ 
them over the bollard , samson-post or whatever hold-fa>t 
you are u ing. . 

(10) R eef-Knot : The old reliable tand-by. µ sed !or 
joining two rope . Make sure that you m.~ke 1.~ ~ per 
ketch- if you get one of tho e rope-end over in lead 

of "under" you will land up with a "grann y-kn ot" 
which will slip at the fir t pull and get you a hor e-l augh 
from the old-timer . . 

( 11) Two Round Tums and Two Half-Htl Ires : ~or mak­
ing fa st to bolla rd , am on-po t ~r a~y up-standing hC?ld ­
fast thi i the an wer to the maiden prnyer. .o qu1 k. 
So reli able. Two turns round the bollard ·SWI h- .w1 h- sa} -
five econds. Two half-hitches round the sta ndmg part­
say. five second . Total time : 1.0 seconds. And 1f yo.u la h 
the running end to the standing part , a hown m the 
drawing, it will never lip. . . . 

(12) Tire Bowline: Thi 1s ba 1call y a method of making_ 
a n eye or loop at the end of a rope. There a re dozen~ ot 
other method - but most of them. under tres , turn into 
slip-knots. The bow-line •· tay put". 

(13) Tlr11mb-K11ot: A plebeian knot- for tying up par-
e! and thing . . 

(14) Figure-of-Eight Knot : Thi 1 u ed to make . a 
"knob" at the end of a rope to stop the rnd from running 
out through the sheave of a block or a d.eck-eye. . 

(15) Whipping: This is a " bind ing" of thin cord or twine 
at the end of a rope to stop it from fraying . If you want .t 
do the job " Bristol-fashion" you hould have two whip­
ping - an ordinary whipping at the f~g .end of the rope 
and a "sail-maker's whipping" about 1x inc~es up. I shall 
tell you how to whip rope s~me other time, . 

By a stupid conven tion ~he th1ckne s o_f a rope 1s quoted 
by· its circumference, outside of the Unlled tales, an.d !t 
i old- o help me- by the pound . To the layman thrs 1 
confu ing 10 a degree . 

The rule here is: Never lay your hand to a rope that i 
not at /east t in. thick- and preferably more for larger 
boats . . . . 

I must be off now- but do keep n worrying. 

SHARPIE RULES • • • 
(Continued from page 29) 

( ) The maximum ize of such holes shall be t 2 in. x 8 ii:t· and 
c the lesser axis shall run lengthwise. The holes shall be limited 

to two and may vary in shape. 
JO. Minimum scantling sizes sh~ll be as follows: 

(~ Frames, 2 in. x i in. 
(b Gunwales, 2 in. x i in. 
(c Chines, 2 in. x t in. 
( ) Scam Battens, t ~ in . x l in: . r 
(e) Planking, I in. thick planking or l in . or 6 mm. waterproo 

plywood. . d (f) Decking, I in. thick planking or. ~. in . waterproof plywo . · 
(g) The sides of the plate box (a d1s11nct from the ends) I 1n. 

thick. . · k . 1 d (h) Transom ! in . thick. ote maximum th1c ness perm11 e 

(i) k~~j t 1 in. thick and shall how 4 in. width in ide the hulrl 
from the forward end of frame No. 2 to the after end o 
frame 0 . 5. The keel may be built up in two pieces. 10 11 . one of the scantlings enumerated under Rule , 7. 8 and 

(Continued on page 51) 
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Sharpie Rules • • • 
(Contin ued from page 49) 

with the exception of Rule 10(/i), may be lightened by cutting 
holes or hollowing out or other mean . 

12. The only fore chainplates fitted hall be 19 in. from the outer 
edge of the stem to the centre of the chainplate at deck level. 

o fore chainplate shall exceed 2 in. in width measured in a 
fore-and-aft line. 
(A) Weigh t restriction (new rule). 

The minimum weight of the hull, which include all fixed 
fittings, and floorboards, shall be 250 lb. If underweight , 
lead ballast shall be fixed to the underside of the fore and 
aft decks. Maximum balla t allowed i 25 lb. 

lJ. Mast and pars must: 
(a) (i) be made of wood or barn boo and be made in Southern 

Africa. 
(ii) or metal, and 

((b) no t be permanently bent, and 
) exclusive of fittings and jaws, but inclu ive of track landing 

be able to pas though a ci rcle wi th a 5-in. diameter. 
(d) Black lines, t in . in thickness, shall be painted on t he mast, 

20 ft. 2 in. apart, measured from the top of the lower line 
to the bottom of the upper line. In order to accommodate 
sliding gooseneck fi ttings other set of lines of distinctive 
colours likewi e paced at 20 ft . 2 in. wi ll be a llowed, provided 
that the foot of the sai l is set to coi ncide wi th the top of 
the lower line of a ny of these colour and the head of the 
sa il is set within the top band of iden tica l colour. 

(e) A black line, t in. in thicknes , hall be pa inted ro und the 
boom, at a distance of 9 ft. 2 in. from the in ide after-edge 
of the track to the forwa rd edge of the line. When the main­
ail i set, the clew shall not extend aft beyond the forward 

edge of this line. 
14. (a) o boat hall have her spinnaker halyard block more than 

16 ft. 6 in. in height above the deck at the closest point to 
the ma t, nor may the top of the heave of this block be 
more than 9 in . from the mast when held at right-angles to 
the mast. 

(b) The foresail halyard block shall not be more than 16 ft. in 
height above the deck when measured at the closest point 
to the mast . 

(c) The pinnaker boom may not be more than 9 ft . in overall 
length , including fitting and jaw . 

ote: For the purpose of Rule 14, paragraphs (a) and (b), 
the point of measurement shall be the top of the 
sheave. 

15. (a) Mainsail: The area of the main ail shal l not exceed 90 sq. 
ft. The luff of the mainsail hall not exceed 20 ft ., batten 
hall not exceed four in number, the outer battens not to 

exceed 24 in. and the inner batten not to exceed 26 in. in 
length . Headboards not to exceed 6 in . measured at right­
angle to the ma t. 

(b) Foresail: The area of the fore ail hall not exceed 41 sq. ft. 
The luff of the foresail shall not exceed 14 ft. 11 in. 

(c) Auxiliary Sails: Auxi liary sails may only be et on a 
spinnaker boom and ha ll conform to the following maxi­
mum measurement : 
Luff, 14 ft. 5 in . 
Leech , 14 ft. 5 in. with a 10-in. roach. 
Foot, 11 ft. 3 in. with a I ft . 3 in . roach . 

(d) All sail referred to in these rules shall be mea ured by a 
S.A.Y. R.A. measurer and shall bear his tamp in accordance 
with the instructions to measurer . 

16. An official mea urer of the South African Yacht Racing A ocia­
tion is to visit the boat at three stages during con truction : 

(a) After tringer , stem and plate box have been et up ant' 
the hull is ready for heathing. 

(b) Immediately before decking. 
(c) After completion. 

17. Buoyancy: Every yacht mu t be sufficiently buoyant so as to 
float when she is completely filled with water but need not 
comply with Rule 20 of the S.A . Y. R.A. Racing Rules. 

18. Anchors and Cables: The class is exempted from the provi ion 
of Rule 19.3 of the S.A.Y.R.A. Racing Rules. 

19 In the case of boats completed before August 29, 1965, measure­
ment certificates endor ed with any variation from the existing 
regulations shall be submitted to the Executive Committee not 
later than ovember 30, 1966, and if in the opinion of the 
Executive Committee such boats have no material advantage 
over boats which have in the pa t and will in the future be 
built in conformity with the restrictions, such committee hall 
issue a certificate to that boat which shall render it eligible for 
all future contests, provided that no alterations be made to the 
boat concerned which will result in further variations. 

20. The e rules and restrictions hall come into force on ugust 30, 
1965, provided that any boat completed by August 29, 1965, 
in conformity with the rules a nd re trictions in force at that 
time, hall be eligible for the contest. 
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STATE PRESIDENT 
GOES SAILING 
OFF DURBAN 

The State President, Mr. C. R. Swart , before going for a sail at 
Durban recently on board Snowgoose is greeted by yachtsmen 
at the jetty (bottom picture) . From left : Maurice Perling owner 
of the launch Orchid ; Mr. Swart; Gerry van Weers , ski,pper of 
lngwe, who took out part of Mr. Swart 's party on his yacht· and 
Joe Harris , Commodore of the Point Yacht Club. ' 
Mr. Swart with children and grandchildren on board Snowgoose 
(m i~dle picture) . Behind him is Snowgoose's skipper, Jimmy 
Whittle. 
Snowgoose and lngwe leaving the yacht harbour for their sail 
out to sea with the State President on board . The cruise lasted 
till lunchtime. Photos : Bianca La vies 
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