
*The gruff old gaffer is even franker than usuai 
this month .... 

FRANK 
ROBB 

MEE T S 
HIS 

WATERLOO • • • 
Y A HTS pell Romance. Escape. The freedom of the 

sea . Th~ lure o( the fragrant Spice Islands. Perfume 
of frang1pane blossom wafted aero s tropical wa ters 

from fabled a toll s. Scented lei -leis of exotic flower draped 
a bout gra -skirted Hawai ian beauties.* 

Ah !- the witching call o( Nature! 
With that beautiful prea mble off my chest. we now 

de cei;id to a lower a natomical level and consider thi . 
Witching ca ll of N ature at rock-bottom (if that' the term 
I want- and I think it is). 

Becau e when N ature calls you gotta go. And when you 
gotta $0 you gotta have some pl ace to go to . And in small 
sea-going craft thi involve design problems that are fun­
damental- in more enses than one . 

In the co ur .e of my trade or profes ion I get letter from 
character living hundred . or even thousands, of mile 
fro.m . the ea h~ly confidin g that they are in proces of 
building a ea-go ing yacht or have conceived the no tion of 
doing o. 

It is ea y to read between the line ; ba ically the e bod 
are not seeking technical adv ice o much a ome ort of 
a urance that they a re not round the bend. I have a tereo­
typed reply. I point out that with reference to the value 
of our. rat-race civilisation they a re certifi ably in5ane hw 
that wi th re fe rence to any ane et of values their "round­
the-bend" cour e could be a clean traight line. 

An9 in the cour e of th i corre pondence ever o often 
a delicate que t1on rai es it lid-

WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE LOO ? 
. o let u can the gos ip about fragrant pice and per­

fumed blo om " gird down our loins and approach thi 
unromantic but important a ppurtenance ternly and tern 
fir t. 

In sma ll boat the "Ladies and/or Gents·· i known a 
the. "heads" ( b~cause in the old ai ling- hip da y thi on­
venien~e wa 1tuated right up in the bow (the "head" of 
the ship) a nd the term has linl!ered on . 

The lnslant Loo 
Historical research how only that early mall-boat 

sailor were uninhibited. Their approach was: So you·ve 

* Ml'mo: Rem ember include small law11-mower i11 tool 
/..it. 
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got the urge ? Well- there's the gunwale and the wide ea. 
Go to it. 

There is much to be said for a nd aga inst this attitude 
a nd in this thesi it must be dealt with in ome detail 
beca use it still per ists a board mall commercial fishing 
ves el - and man y yachts with indigent owners. 

The advantages are obvious a nd important. It is, in effect, 
the " Instant Loo'', readily ava ilable to all a nd sundry-and 
no queueing up. It obviate drilling holes in the bottom of 
the boat, and require onl y two aperture5- which are both 
elf-sealing and elf-maintaining. 

But there are- especially in this more prurient-minded 
age-:-a number of eriou d isadva ntages to thi a ttitude. 

Viewed a an attitude it i inelegant. a nd if the boat i 
bucketing aro und in a seaway there is a chance that an 
ice-cold wave-crest may cares the shrinki ng flesh . Thi 
const itutes an .absol utel y breathtaking experience, and in 
many per ons 1t engender a sta te of mental and physical 
trauma that imply clo e the door to further busine•s until 
things have warmed up again. 

In addition , if you have mixed compa ny aboard you will 
find tha t th~ ladi.es inv~ riably take exception to powdering 
their no es in thi s fashion. and. ocial-wise, the Entertain­
ment Committee o( mo t yacht club deprecate the pra -
tice. If indulged in, ay. at owe (alt hough Uffa and the 
Duke might guffaw) 1ou would a lmost certainl y receive a 
stiff letter of protest from the ecretary of the Roya l Yacht 
Squadron . 

F!-lrther critici m are that the posture demand phy i al 
ag 1l1t y (you gotta hang on, huh?). and a lso ballistic cal ula­
tion involving the amount of freeboard. the roll and pit h 
of the boat, obtru ion from gunwale and other imponder­
a ble . 

It . is definit~ly not . uitable for people suffering from 
phy 1cal infirmity, enile de ay. and/or mental irre pon i­
bili ty: .and a th i category covers about 90 per cent of 
pract1 ing yachtsmen, we shall have to consider other 
method. 

T he hinese (as usual) made the fir t real advance in 
thi field. and it become neces ary to investigate their 
ancient technique and to explain it working. 

Any par that stick out horizontall v fr m the tem of 
a boat is called a b omkin- pronounced and usually pelt 
"bumkin": in hine5e it is called a "ping ... S me thousand 
of yea rs ago the y hit on the idea of broadening this spar 
into a plank wide enough to enable them to carve a bum-
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kin-size hole in it- a nd lo and behole- the "head ·· ! (Even 
if it was at the stern.) 

Damn' clever, these Chine e. Thi. was a major break­
through; it obviated many of the discomfort of the early 
, 15tem outlined above, and broug~t at least a small . em­
blance of dignity into the proceedings-although I think 11 
\\Ould still cause tut-tuttings and raised eyebrow at Cowe . 

It also enriched the la nguage to ome extent. being im­
mortalised by Confuciu in hi famous saying: "Sa ilor who 
walk plank come back much enlightened"-and it almost 
certain ly gave rise to the term " ping-pong". 

Jn o ur Western civilisation, dedicated to gracious living 
and fa lse value , thi ingenious compromi e didn ' t fill the 
bill. (''M y dear- I mean to say- four inche above the 
knee is all very modish- but just how conspicuou ca11 you 
get?") 

And so boating folk today demand some comfort and 
privacy during their period of communing with N ature. 
Thi raises to two ba ic que tions : Where?-and- How ? 

Dinghies . . 
Dealing with "Where? ·' a nd starting with the malle t 

5ort of boats, if you take your lady friend ailing i.n an 
open 14-ft. dink and one or both of you get caught 1mul­
taneously by a flat calm and an urgent desire to ee a man 
about a dog then all I can say is that both of you hould 
have exerci ed a little foresight by spending the paltry um 
of a penn y before hoving off- thereby avoiding su b e-
quen t hind- ight. . . 

My advice- based on some experience- is : 
(I) hip the oars and pull for the nearest land wi th the 

strength born of desperation . 
(2) Fly the Internation al ode Flag Signal 

A. (/ am 1111derRoi11g a speed trial .) 
S. (M y e 11gi11e is go i11g full astern.) 
V. (/ require assi~ta11ce.) 

(3) If neither o( the a bove cour e 
avai l. have a frank talk with your 
hould be your conviction that there 

between friends . 
OR 

eems likel) to be of 
pas enger. The text 

should be no ecret 

(4) Incont inentl y ca p .ize the dink acci?ental-like and pre­
cipitate both of you into the concealing ea. (~ou an 
alwa)s right the dink afterwa rds and apolog1 e tor your 
clumsine s.) 

Decked Boats 
Here again let us tart (as u ual) a t the bottom \\ ith the 

mailer boats- say. up to a bout 22 ft. In the majority of 
the e it i not possible to in tall a ma rine t oi~ct " '. ith its 
attendlnt plumbing unle s yo u sto k the thing . in the 
middle of the ca bin- which mean that "hat ) ou ve nO"-

got is not so much a yacht a a rathe r expen ive floating 
privy. The answer here is- . . . 

Th e Bucket Svstem: Don't go into a t1z about size and 
shape- a bucket-size. bucket- ha pe is. O .K . Tie abou\ 4 ~t. 
of 2-in. rope to the handle. Provide paper. You re in 
busines ! 

I haYe lived with thi bucket sys tem for prolonged 
periods. and it works well enough. But don't think that by 
merel y buying a bucket and a roll of paper you have done 
your duty to your crew- or. ha ll we .say . enabled them ~o 
do their duty . Jf you per ist in th1 delusion .you will 
ooner or later become. literally. unstuck owing to a 

phenomenon known as- . 
Kick i11g the Bucket : Small boa ts a nd their crew a re both 

likelv to have from time to time violent movement -
which a re imparted to the bucket from oppo ite end 
Buckets a re unstable receptacle . and if the e movement 
happen to coincide there is eve ry likelihood of a l.I three . -
boat. bucket and bu keteer- ?eing. sha rpl y. pro1ected .in 
different directions. It need little 1mag1nat1on to realise 
th at thi con titutes a disa ter a kin to the acc idental deto.na­
tion of a hydrogen bomb- with a ll the a ttendant compl1c -
tion of the fa ll -out. 

A usual. I have the an wer which is to ensu re that the 
bucket fit into some rigid frame so that it can not be 
accidentally overturned . And - whi le you're a bout 1t- _ ou 
might a well provid e some o.rt of a eat. . . 

You wi ll by now be beginning to appreciate that there 15 
more to thi a pparentl y si mple bucket than meet the eye 
(unle you use a mirror?). and we. have not ye t ~en­
tioned the fact th at unless the bucket 1 em ptied fro m time 
to time your boat will even tually founder in circumstance 
of un peakable horror. 

There a re two way out of thi5. You can . 
(I) Lay down a law that any penny- pender hall im-

media tely after disbur ement empty the bucket per onall). 
OR 

(2) Dicta te th at whoever happen · ~o be on watch at 
ome specified hour of the da y or night shall undertake 
the task. 

On the hole I prefer Sy tern ( I) because it always lea':'e 
You with a clean sheet. o to peak . However. 1f yo u decide 
on a .. once-a-day" clearan e. make a firm note of th1 .: ~t 
the bucket with a tightly-fitting lid- :ind ee that the lid . 1 
used. I do not want to go into detail here : I merely J?Olnt 
out that in very mall boat in a hort steep ea the force 
of gravity occasiona ll y operates in revere. 

Which brings u to ... 
Thi! Chemical Loo: The e are v.ell-kno"-n to caravaner5 

and are de ervedly popular in mall ?oat . . The) are -
basicall y· a glamorised bucket \\Ith d1 tin t1v~ . feature . 
and to that extent contribute more to grac1ou living. 

When in tailing and \\hen in u5e the ame rule appl ) 

(Continued on page 46) 
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MY Waterloo • • • 
(Continued from poge 45) 

bolt it down firmly and ee that the lid fits tightly. 

Medium-size Boats (25-ft. to 40-ft.) 

Here you have more cope. You can tuck the heads 
right up in the (orepeak o( the fo"c' le well out of the way, 
and you can, if you wi h, install a ... 

Marine Toilets: Thee can be obtained in various tyle 
and colours, but they all have the ame price xpen ive. 
l have had from time to time dark thoughts a bout forking 
out something like forty-five quid for an adjunct that er­
ve one purpo e only and i , to put it mildly, essentially 
unproductive. 

But let u try to be fai r: l have dark thought about 
forking out money for anything at all, and in addition 
these appliance are more complicated than stationary 
hore-loos, the reason for this being that in boat in this 
ize-range the outlet is necessarily under water and the 

content mu t be pumped out against pre ur and that 
in turn means that somewhere along the line there mu t be 
a pump and some sort of valve or stopcock arrangement to 
prevent the sea rushing in. 

At first flush it might seem that there i not much to 
cavil about in this connection. but there are di advantages. 

For one thing the installation of a marine toilet involves 
making a hole (usually two holes) in the bottom of the 
boat, and this i something that no designer or owner con­
templates complacently, because it is another " omething-to­
go-wrong". 

Secondly, the correct operation of the various valve , 
levers, seacocks, etc., require c; short course of instructior. 
before proficiency can be attained- and in thi caper there 
are no half-mea ures : you reappear on deck radiant in the 
knowledge that you have discharged your duty- or creep 
up hamefaced , corner ome clued-up member of the crew, 
and ask him , whisper-wise, to nip below and operate the 
machinery. 

The e things can become devilishly complicated. 
ome year ago. when l was owner/ skipper of a com­

mercial fishing boat, a clo e enemy presented me (wi th an 
e nigmatic smirk on his face) with an absolutely fabulous 
marine toilet which he had acquired by foul pla y from a 
urplu -war-store submarine. 1 wa initially enamoured. 

It was soliff pho phor-bronze throughout; it weighed 
a bout a hundred pounds: it was designed to expel its con­
tent at great depths underwater by means of blast of 
highly-compre sed air and- not to go into technicalitie -

Illustration by 
DAVID MARAIS 

this involved a whole array of the afore aid valve . ea­
cock and so forth, all of which had to be operated in a 
~et equen e to en ure succe s. 

The maker of thi elaborate device had not overlooked 
this matter, and beneath or alongside every lever or handle 
wa a beautifully engraved bronze plaque explaining it 
u e and order of operation in the equence. 

There were a dozen or more of the e exhortation . 
I persuaded the crew to remove earlier encrustations and 

to burni h the thing with !eel-wool and Brasso until it 
hone like the Peacock Throne, and neighbouring kipper 

wou ld vi it imply to admire it, catch up on their reading, 
and- purely incidentally- drink my gin. 

Functionally it was not a succe s because my crew were 
a bunch of enthusiastic but illiterate Zulu who never got 
the hang of the nece sary equence of operations. And one 
thing about thi loo wa that if not operated trictly accord­
ing to instruction it wa liable to backfire with apalling 
violence a nd discharge its contents but everywhere in ide. 

This is an extreme example. The average marine toilet, 
reasonably main tained , is functional and adequate. 

Bigger Boats (60, 70, 80-ft.-plus) 

No real problem here. You have pace to play with and 
you can , if you wish, shift the heads from the fo'e' le to 
ome nook or cranny in an unoccupied posi tion omplete 

with a door that open and shut and a small library to 
occupy your waiting moments. 

Over about 70 ft. and if you have a large crew or a paid 
crew you hould consider another of the sayings of Con­
fucius: "Two heads are better than one." 

NOW NOTE TH IS: These marine toilets invariably 
come with a glossy and easily mislaid pamphlet explaining 
how to install and operate them. During the brief period 
before the pamphlet inevitably gets mislaid most owners 
and crews pore over it and a similate the operating in !ruc­
tion . They then conveniently (i nconvenientl y?) forget that 
guests aboard have not had the benefit of thi instruction 
and have to a certain the operating procedure more or less 
by instinct- and thi (as noted previously) can lead to 
embarrassing situations. 

The thing to do here is that immediately you receive 
the pamphlet and before yo u misla y it (which i u ual ly a 
matter of a few hours) you should copy out the operating 
in tructions in large bold letters on a heet of ome water­
proof material in word of one syllable readil y understand­
able even by mentally-retarded persons and women. 

Stick this lot up on a bulkhead or door in the direct line 
of vision. If necessary, number, letter or colour-code the 
various lever , valves, etc. 

This make things about as foolproof a pos ible. But 
1101hi11g is damn-foolproof, and you should bear in mind 
that marine toilets if not maintained will sooner or later 
reve rse their function and scuttle your boat. 

To guard again t this promote one of the crew (it rr.ay 
even have to be yo urself) to the rank of Acting Rear­
Admiral (wi thout pa y or allowances). His duty in this 
exalted rank will be to examine the loo at specified inter­
vals (once a month. anyway), report on its condition. and 
recommend such action as may seem nece sary to keep the 
thing functioning and in good kilter. 

We have now pretty well exhau ted the discussion of 
the head in the context of a loo- but marine toilets can 
be endowed with versatilitie denied to their land-bound 
counterpart . There is one model. for in lance, which 
doubles-up a a bilge pump- which I think i a marvellou 
pace-and-money-saving idea. 

Then again. when raging gale eas render the deck unten­
able. you can retire below and occupy your time by pour­
ing u ed sump oil into the bowl and diligently pumping it 
out to create a nice mooth oil-slick around your boat. 

That pretty well co\·er the su bject from haw e-hole to 
breakfast. What it really amounts to i that the loo, once 
installed. should be maintained in clear.line and good 
order so that you. your crew and your guest will be en­
abled to emula te the ancient Egyptian pyramid-builder 
and preserve that inscrutable mile on the face of tht" 
Sphinctre. :: 
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T tong last outh Africa can boa t a. w~terski judge 

A with the Class One (World) rating. This 1s an. honour 
that i not lightly confe~red, and reflects con .1derable 

statu in the competitive skiing world, as 1t requires that 
the recipient has an all-embracing knowledge of every 
a pect of the rule . · · · 

The first South African to attain this po 1t10n 1 
.A.W.S.A. Pre ident. Mike Camberg, to whom we exte~d 

our hearty congratul.allon. . After many years of work in 
the cause of waterskung m the Republic , this achievement 
i well deserved. 

WATERSKIJNG officials have been mo~e busy than 
ever. it eems. after the su~~e sful National .tourna­
ment and their over eas v1s1tors. So busy, in fact, 

that we have not heard any ne~s from t~~m-but we .do 
know that preparations for the European are occupying 
all their time and that the visit of Mr. Hulsemann has been 
well worth while. · b · t d 

It ha been rumoured that a . coach will e 1mpor t; 
from America to train the Spnf!gbok teaf!l w~1ch will 
repre ent South Africa in the coming champion hips. 

President Mike Camb.erg. h~ approached t~e well:kown 
Chuck Stearn with an mv1tat1.on Co; a month tay in the 
country His fee for this service might be more than o

1
ur 

limi ted · resources can afford. however, and omeone e se 
might have to take his place. . h ·ll 

ln any event, the coach will be a. top-class skier w. o w1 
tour the country giving demon trat1on to promote mtere t 

in the sport. di h to re 
Rather sadly. although not unexpecte y, we . ave -

port that Deirdre Barnard's jump of 115 ft. (without fo.rm) 
has not been recognised as a record overseas. Never mind , 
Deirdre we are ure that sooner or later you will. repeat 
your c~nturv before the select few who can }

1
ncllfdn re­

cords and South Africa will be able to ay: to you 
o." (Very politely, of course.) 

Western Province Zone d d h 
A we su pected , the National Bod y .has awar e t . e 

1967 South African Championships to this zone. Yo_u will 
remember that the "S.A." was to have taken place 1~ th,e 
Cape this yea r, but was postponed . We tern Provinces 
affilia ted club. Applethwai te Watersk1 lub, have agreed to 
provide the venue a t Elgin. C.P. 

Judees' Examinat ions h 1· f Cl 
With a view to adding more names to . t e 1st o . a s 

One Judges we a re publishing below two 1mpor.tant article 
concerning ' the official etting-out. . a~d chec~mg._ of the 
!atom cour e and ramp meters. This m~orma~10n 1 es en­

tial to any club or group who de ire their equipment to be 
cla ified according to Class. One tandard: 

At pre ent however. it 1s pec1fically important to all 
the S.A.W.S.A. Judges who will ~rite .tests and exams 
before the coming European Champion hips. h 

To receive a world rating. as a Cla s One Judge, t ree 
exam are involved . Firstly, the S.A .. W.S.A. Judges test on 
Monday, August 15; then the theoretical hom?loi;ater exam 
on August 24: and. finally, a pract1c~l exammauon by Mr . 
Carraro during his vi it to South African for the European. 

Copies of the new World Ru.le B?ok are _now available 
and the e rule with the technical mformat1on on slalom 
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and ramp cour es in this issue, should provide plenty o( 
back-to-school swatting for all concerned. 

The world water kiing authorities, _in the shape of the 
World Technical Committee, ha.ve laid down a ne~ sys­
tem for the checking of ~eas~nng tables for ramp iump­
ing. These instructions, with diagrams, have been rec.ently 
prepared by Felix Hulsemann. of Lux~mbo_urg, who v1 1ted 
South Africa for the National Champ1onsh1Jls. 

Hi complete text i reproduce~ here ,_ hav.mg been trnn -
lated from the original French in which 1t was written . 
Some of the wording may appear tran.ge, but. this has been 
left that way for several rea ons. Firstly. 1t seems that 
French (and the metric system) have be~ome ~n accepted 
tandard of commumication in competitive . k.11 ng. M~ny 

s Aw s A Judge will be writing tests on this mformallon 
b~f~re. the. European Champion hips in. October._ and they 
will then have to put their knowled.ge into practice before 
the eagle eyes of the Group 11 officials. . . 

It is probably better that they get acchmat1 ed to the u c 
of "control" for check, and "tremplin" for ramp. etc., to 
avoid later misunderstandings. 

Here. therefore, is Mr. Hulsemann's story. 

UNION MONDIALE DE SKI NAUTIQUE OMMIS-
SION TECHNIQUE 

CONTROL (CHECKING) OF THE SLALOM COURSE 

WORKED OUT BY F. Hulsemann- Luxembourg 

I DlRECT METHOD (" Rule of Thumb"): .This is. an 
app.roximate method and liable to error but 1t is sufficient 
if carefully applied by 4 per ons or more, among whom 1s 
a controller appointed by the T.C., or two first cla s Judge .. 
4 of these persons must go into the water to execute this 
control. 

Procedure : The following distances mu t be. measured : 
(a) from the axis (X Y) (middle of the guide buoy ) to 

the slalom buoys = 11.50 m. 
(h) from the middle of the entrance gate (M 1 and M ~) 

to the first buoy ( l & VI) = . 29.33 m. 
(c) between the slalom buoys (diagonally)= 47 .02 m. 

by using: · h h b r 
(a) a taut. floating rope, marked wit t e a ove mea u e-

ments , or h. h fl t . 
(b) lengths of timber or ~ooden poles. '!' 1c are oa m~ 

and rigid , for building a mea unng scale (recom 
mended!). 

2. INDIRE T METHOD (topographic) : Thi method is 
absolu tely accurate and invulnerable and may bt; executed 
by means of the John on equipment and a nght angl.e 
pocket theodolite. Two persons or more, of whom i:ine 1 
a controller appointed by the T.C., or two first clas iudge 
are required to make this control. 

Procedure 
(a) Aim at buoys I, II through the Johnson meter set on 

o· and mark a point P on the ground by means of a 
plumb line. ( 

(b) By means of a John on meter et up an angle o 

(Continued on poge 49) 
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