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A panoramic shot showing a sect ion of t he Spearhead Raci ng Fleet. Note t he various attitudes of t he boats in different wind lanes. 

SAILS ON 
THE 
HIGHVELD 
BY PETER BROWN P.O. BOX 10690, JHB. 

TELEPHONE 834-8210 

A CLUB set on one of the largest inland lakes of South 
Africa and to be used primarily as a regatta venue? 
Sounds like wishful thinking! It did two years ago, 

when three stalwart Transvaal yachtsmen began planning 
uch a centre. These que tions will be asked again thi 

month in club and homes of Transvaal yachtsmen a they 
study the regatta notices for the J 966 provincial champion­
ships. 

What will set them talking is the name Aeolian Club. 
They will ee the mystery club's name mentioned three 
time -as the site of the trophy secretary's office; a ite for 
campers to use at R I for the regatta and a a boat park. 

The mystery is deepened by a map of the Vaal Dam 
which is surmounted by the very prominent headlining: 
" 1966 Tran vaal Champion hips. October 8-10 at North 
Bay, Vaal Dam." There, on the North Bay, is a spot 
marked Aeolian Club with a spidery road leading to it. 

This is the club to be used by yachtsmen for regatta , 
class week-ends and, perhaps, even national regattas . 

The club is no flash-in-the-pan and had its beginnings 
more than two year ago. 

The three yachtsmen involved in the club's foundation 
are Selwyn Tucker, one of the province's leading yachts­
men and administrators of the sport (he is past-pre ident 
of the Transvaal Provincial Sailing Association and is 
now secretary of the South African Federation of Aquatic 
Sports); Dave Stuart, one of the top Finn skippers and 
secretary of the Finn Association ; and Wibo Zwart , one 
of the country' best Finn skipper . 

They realised that with the rapid growth of yachting in 
the Transvaal the sport must have a venue away from the 
crowded dams and lakes. The only place which would 
prove suitable was the Vaal Dam with its huge waters and 
unpopulated shoreline. But to wait for a club to be es­
tablished there when an urgent need arose would be very 
risky. 

Although club like Victoria Lake Club, Ge rmiston. 
have restricted their membership, there is as yet no need 
for prospective yachtsmen to wander to undeveloped dam 
to start their own clubs. But if Transvaal yachting sat and 
waited for the da y when a club on the Vaal was a pres ing 
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necessity, it might be impossible to obtain site. 
With thi in mind, Tucker, Stuart and Zwart formed a 

private company- "with a very paternal attitude toward 
yachting"- in which each hold share . The company's 
purpo e wa to buy a portion of a farm and to lease land 
to a club still to be formed. They found a farm with mo t 
of its 250 morgen of land covered by the dam's water. 
Onl y 20 acres i above and, of thi , five acre will be let to 
Aeolian. 

The company will u e the remainder of the land for 
farming in an attempt to obtain some return on their 
capital outlay. The transfer of the land wa finali ed some 
months ago, but the trio decided against publicising the club 
until building had begun. 

No formal meeting of Aeolians ha been held and o 
the club is without office bearers, although it has a con­
stitution. Until the office bearer are elected, the trio is 
acting in the club's interests. 

One of the major difficulties they faced was providing 

(Continued on page 34) 

I. Guy Goodricke with Marlene, his inseparable dog. 
l . The scene at the regatta. The familiar blue Rothmans tent 

flying her gay pennants on the right and some spectators on 
horseback . 

3. Commodore and Mrs. Joe Duveen . 
4. Austin Johnson (right) and Richard Rake of the Henley 

Midmar Yacht Club. 
5. Len Morrison of Durban , the regatta secretary. 
6 . Crew of the only boat of the Glendee Yacht Club , the Sharpie 

Kazuka : Sheila Coffee, Mark Elliott and skipper Bunny Elliot t 
(middle) 

7. Ken MacKenzie of Durban . 
8. Richard Proctor and Michael Gordon of the Henley Midmar 

Yacht Club . 
9. The bridge was run by Mrs. Berry Smith (left) and Mrs . John 

Howard of Durban . 
10. Visitors from Zululand were from left: Tim Chennells, Ginks 

Chennells, Betty Chennells, Pierre Theron , Lynne Chennells, 
Andrew Chennells and Bryan Chennells. 

11 . Len and Peggy Tibbit . 
12 . Landeroto du Val (right) and his crew Jose Palmela raced a 

Durban Fireball. 
13 . Cliff Cobeck and his crew Hugh Huntley. 
14. Mike Low and skipper Basil Hulbert . 
15 . Fritz von Kl emperen, skipper of 505 " Fly-o-fly". 
16. Ted Dunster of Rothmans lends a helping hand . 
17. Garth Biggs a local Dabchick skipper. 
18. Winners of the Enterpr ise contest : Peter Gordon (right) and 

his crew Peter Thomson , both of the University of Natal 
(Pietermaritzburg) Yacht Club. 

Pict ures: Bianca La vies 
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~CLUB NOTES 
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enough capital to con truct ub tantial stru ture . They are 
determined not to erect ugly, makeshift building . In tead, 
they would rather wait until they have enough money to 
build a useful, pleasant-looking clubhouse. 

To obtain money to launch the fir t stage, they decided 
to create 50 life memberships. ome of the backbone 
yachtsmen on the Highveld have been approached and 
a ked to give the club R200 in return for the membership. 
I am told that the response has been exceptionally good. 

Within a few month , Aeolians will be thrown open to 
ordinary member hip at R 10 a year. 

The trio' private company will lea e the five acre to 
Aeolian and the fir t few year will be rent free. They plan 
to increase the rent on a proportional basis when the club 
i properly established and ha a regular income. 

Aeolians' first big event will be the Transvaal Champion­
hip in 0 tober. To cater for the crowd. building ha 

begun on the "most modern and impre ive·• ablution 
block of any yacht club io South Africa. The trio realise 
that the key to catering succes fully for a crowd is to 
provide excellent ablution facilitie . The block will be 
80 ft. by 20 ft. and nearly every unday the trio are down 
at the Vaal organising the plumbing and con !ruction of 
thi monument to modern man· hygiene. 

In pite of the life membership and fund derived from 
ordinary member hip. the club i expected to have great 
difficulty financing expan ion. To provide ome of the 
money, each car entering the ground will be charged R I. 
The trio feel that yachtsmen will gladly pay tbi um when 
they know the money will be used for improvement . 

One of the major difficultie Aeolian will face i the lack 
of crowd each week-end . The club i more than 50 miles 
from Johannesburg and for the next few year it will 
probably be u ed only a a major regatta venue, attracting 
provincial champion hip and class week-ends. 

During these year , growth will be low and laborious . 
But it will not be long before the e tabli hed lub will 
find it impo ible to take more members. 

l"'l"'I"' 
When thi happen . Aeolian will be a natural alternative. 
It will provide the be t ailing water in the Tran vaal 

and. if member are allowed to build or rent bungalow . 
the club will develop a a centre for week-end racing. It 
will be too far to travel ba kward and forward from 
Johannesburg, and it i hoped that yacht men and their 
familie will pend the week-end at Aeolian . 

But thi development i still in the future. 
In the next few year , Aeolian will become a major 

venue in the Tran vaal. It i the only po sible place which 
can cope with a national regatta and the founder are 
hoping that the outh African Yacht Racing A ociation 
will decide to hold a regatta there. 

The development of the Vaal a a yachting centre open 
:nany intere ting area for expan ion. One of them i the 
promotion of deep-keeler sailing. The Tempest is expected 
to become a popular cla . while ome yacht men are very 
keen to ee Royal ape One De ign holding regular racing 
on the large. windy water of orth Ba y. 

There i already a lub on the Vaal at Dene~ ville. But 
T am told that thi club i on the poin t of disbanding and 
1t member have a lread y approached Aeolian for incor­
poration. 

The founder of Aeolian will attempt to make the North 
Bay predominant!} an a rea for ailing. 

The Aeolian is an amb1tiou project. It ha been cour­
ageou ly undertaJ..en by three men who tand to lo e their 
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invested money if their cheme does not succeed. But there 
is no doubt of this. The response to the life-membership 
drive has been excellent and there i already strong support 
for the idea of ordinary membership, and the founders are 
assured, when the lists open during the Provincial ham­
pion hips, they will be flooded with member hip forms. 

Tucker, Stuart and Zwart have taken a bold tep to fo ter 
yachting in the Transvaal and they de erve every yachts­
man's upport. 

THERE are interesting inn?vation in the regatta notice 
of the Transvaal Champ1onsh1ps. The T.P.S.A. execu­
tive is taking a firm stand with slow-thinking yachtsmen 

and is determined to stamp out laxity which has crept 
into recent champion hips. 

Entrie must be in by noon on September 30. No late-
omers will be accepted. Any competitor who does not 

have a measurement certificate must lodge R6 deposit with 
hi entry and. if he fail to produce the certificate, he will 
lo e the money. 

A modified Olympic cour e will be set in North Bay. The 
racing will consi t of four race with one di card. Only 
classe which enter a minimum of ten boats will be allowed 
to race. 

The modified International Yacht Racing Union·s low­
point system will be used. Thi tends to favour the steady, 
reliable skipper rather than the one who can win one or 
two brilliant race . The new scoring ystem should provide 
a great deal of interest, a it is the fir t time it has been u ed 
in an important event in South Africa. 

It is rumoured ome leading Natal yacht men, including 
John Sully. will enter the championship . 

l"'l"'I"' 

DON Ord, president of the Tran vaal Provincial ailing 
As ociation, had some very telling (and controver ial) 
thing to say in hi annual report to the As ociation at 

the end of last month. 
He noted that the Tran vaal' fleet now stand at 732. 

with the Finns the largest class ( 127 boats). The five 
largest clas es are (in this order) : Finns, 127: Sprogs. 115 : 
Dabchicks, 87: Enterpri es. 63 and the Flying Dutchmen 
with 62. 

Ord had ome contcntiou things to ay. He launched 
the T .P.S.A.' campaign to radically alter the .A.Y.R.A. 
council by making it mailer, compact and more able to 
get through constructive busine without pending needles 
hours debating unrewarding subject . 

Ord announced that his executive ha formally decided to 
approve .. of a move to alter the constitution of S.A.Y.R.A. 
to make that body more effective and le cumber ome ... 

The thinking behind thi is that the pre ent ize of the 
council with member for every club- and there arc more 
than 50 club involved- prevent peedy work on le im­
portant ubjects and great thought on the vital point5 in 
the council's annual agenda. 

Transvaal councillors have found that a body of nearly 
60 member talk too much and doe too little. 

T.P.S.A. are in favour of crapping the council y tern 
and in tituting a mailer body con i ting of two repre enta­
tive for each of the larger province - Tran vaal. atal 
and the Western ape- and one councillor for each of 
the mailer provin e . Eastern ape, Orange Free State and 
South We t Africa . Thi ystem will en ure that the pro­
vince with the larger fleets will have the greater ay. while 
tho e with only a few clubs will ha' e a repre entation in 
proportion to their size. 

Among other remarks from Ord wa h1 tatement that 
although the T.P .. A. ··i the youngest Cprovinc1al body) 
in the country, it ha developed and grown to the tage 
where toda y it i the 'power in the land'. Thi 1 mo t 
gratifying and peak highly of the enthusia m of our 
Tran vaal ya ht men despite their lack of water. 

.. Our as ociation i today recogni ed a the lelding 
authorit} in South Africa on the control of ~a hung m o 
far as ailing in truction and cour es are oncerned." 

What a re the other province going to do'l Take it I} ing 
do" n . .. or improve their regatta ? 
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T
HE T.P.S.A. executive remain the same with Ord 
pre5ident; Dave Stuart, vice-president; Bud Olive, ecre­
tary and member Geoff Robin, Harry ro and Ro y 

Hartley.' of Loch Vaal Club. who take Brian Hayne ·s place 
(Hayne ha been tran ferred by his company). 

The annual meeting of T.P .. A. confirmed the executive's 
deci ion to change the inter-club. This event will be re­
tricted to three clas es. two of them with national statu , 

and for the fir t time will be open to all clubs. 
The inter-club will be held over two race , and not one as 

m the pa t. V.L. . wa cho en as the venue and the regatta 
will be held on February 25 and 26. 

An illuminating feature of the voting on the cla e which 
are to compete in the inter-club i the choice of the three 
(in this order): Finn . Sprog and Enterpri e (F.D. were 
next, but are excluded because they are not in the first 
three). 

The re ognition of the Enterpri e i overdue. They are 
now the fourth biggest class in the province and de erve 
to be chosen for the important inter-club. 

How much longer will their national statu be withheld 
m the face of thi acclaim? 

The idea of separate clas week-ends fizzled out. But it 
does not mean that the idea has been abandoned. Perhap 
the whole que tion will be raised again next year. 

The regatta venues for next ea on were allotted and 
V.L. . i to get the Ea ter Regatta again. However. only 
national clas e and 505s will be allowed to ail. Mountain 
Y . . will have other classes with Murray Park Y.C .. at 

pring5. racing Tempos and Enterprise . 
Yacht men are determined to put Komati Y. . on the 

map and a major regatta for all cla e has been arranged 
at th1 club for the week-end of October 29 and 30. All 
club are expected to upport thi regatta . Unikor Y. .. 
Evander. will also get a regatta for the week-end April 8 
and 9, 1967. 

What i to be done with the 505s? Thi i the que tion 
~hich vexed delegate to the T.P.S. A. meeting when the 

la , with only 16 boat in the Tran vaal , a ked the A o­
ciation to back it claim for national talus. 

If ever there was a case of jumping the gun. thi eem 
to be it. Admittedly. the cla s has much in its favour. It i 
one of the largest international cla e in the world today 
and the South African a sociation wa repre ented at the 
pa. t world champion hip . But this is hardly an excu e to 
hijack the Association into flying it banner at the 

. . Y.R.A. meeting in August. 
o. the 505 will have to do a lot more before they can 

e pect upport from a provincial bod y. And la t month' 
meeting of the T.P .. A. aid exactly this. They recom­
mended that the "Five ·• wait for a year and do omething 
to prove them elve . 

The "Five" is undoubtedly an excellent boat with a great 
future in South Africa. But the cla mu t not expect 
provm ial upport until it ha a formidable team of 
kipper and the numbers to warrant uch a move. 

I"' I"'""' 

YO have got to hand it to the Spearhead ! They have 
come up with a real winner thi time. It i the excellent 
Halmatic hull. The fir t of the hull from thi new, 

progre sive fa tory in Wynberg, Johannesburg. was hown 
at the re ent pearhed ational Week-end. held at V.L. . 
during the Republic week-end. (A full report of thi event 
appears in the pearhead oles of thi magazine.) 

The hull belong to Allan Eggeling and cost R25 
the tandard price. Completing the hull with aluminium 
ma t, boom and good ail will cost another R250. 

A new pearhead will thu co t R 00 and I am a ured 
by enior members of the clas that there will be no in­
crea e. The decking ha been remodelled and emerge with 
leek. bullet-like line . The fini h i perfect and many of 

the fittings are bonded into the hull. 
The bright red-and-white hull attracted great interest at 

V.L .. and was alway urrounded b~ yacht men. lnquirie 
have been flooding in ince the regatta and another batch 
of ix hull will soon be ordered. 

The pearhead have attracted a lot of publicity for 
them elve in the pa t 12 month . But if thi i the re ult­
a regatta attracting 27 yachts from throughout the country. 
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the production of a world-class fibre hull and a flood of 
eriou inquiries each week- the trouble and critici m ha 
been worth it for the pearhead . 

Many other clas e who it round complacently waiting 
for natural growth and heer good luck could do well to 
copy ome of the Spearhead' method . 

""'""' ""' THE extremely popular Highveld prog hampion hip , 
which class chairman Paddy Pearce tarted last year, i 
likely to have an even greater upport thi time when 

nearl y 40 boats-or even more-are expected at Rietvlei 
during the long week-end eptember 3, 4 and 5. 

The Sprogs have regi tered their 718th ail. 
1 hear they: have a ked a fibreglas factory to investigate 

"ways and m'ean " of making fibreglas prog . There will 
probably be a howl of prote t from ome of the more 
enthu iastic regular member of the clas when they hear 
thi. 

But it i being done for a very good rea on. 
The maintenance on a Sprog i exacting (and tiring) and 

if the factory can produce a hull a cheaply with the a.me 
trength and weight, it i likely to be popular. Top prog1te 
ee u h a development as the tart of a new wave of 
upport for the cla . 

Blue Peter to set sail . . . 

A OTHER 22-ft. Van der tadt-de igned Buccaneer ha 
joined the Durban fleet. The craft, belonging to Le lie 
Peyton, wa christened Blue Peter by Mrs. Hugh 

Foord wife of the late Dr. Foord , at the lipway before 
launching early one aturday morning. rowd gathered 
round to ee the leek well-fini hed little keeler enter the 
water. 

.. I am delighted Mr . Foord wa able to be present." 
aid Mr. Peyton, "a it was her husband who per uaded me 

to fini h thi yacht which wa tarted by David ox . 
" It wa a l o hi idea that we hould tart a flag cla 

and that i why I called her Blue Peter. We already ha~e 
Malcolm Prentice's Jolly R oger, the only Buccaneer tn 

the Durban fleet , and three or four other people are al o 
intere ted in building. 

" David ox had worked on her hull for five month 
when I took over. We had her in our garage for the ne t 
15 months, which wa a tight queeze. I had to give up 
ugar to get round her! 

"We will mi s having her at home," added Mrs. Peyton . 
" We ort of got used to havi ng her around to work on at 
week-ends ... " 

Durban's First R .C .O .D. Launche d ..• 

THE first Durban-built Royal ape One De ign yacht 
received an unforgettable launching recently. It wa 
lunchtime when a big rane hoi ted her on to her keel 

at the yacht club and cro~d of yacht~men rocking excep­
tionally civilized- for a change in suit ) milled around t 
watch. . 

Mo t memorable of all wa the final launching, at night , 
when the craft got tuck-in the dark· in the mud for an 
hour during which. in the many attempts to get h.er afloat, 
even vice-commodore Bob Fra er stripped to h1 under­
pant to help. 

But then at last , there he was. afloat- a magnificently 
fini hed craft built by Dick Lind ey. 

he wa christened Spray by Mrs. Ton y Sellmeyer of 
Ea t London, whose hu band i part-owner of the craft . 
They own her with Bunny urran and Jan van de Venter, 
al o of East London. 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Two days later Bunn y Curra n a nd J an va n Ven te r arrived 
to help fitting the craft out for her trip to East London, 
where she will be the fir t R. .O.D. in the fleet. 

A two-d ay delay was caused. among other thing , by a 
peedboat which had run out of control a nd put a la rge 

hole in top ides the morning after launching. 
Finally, in a stiff ea terly , Spray a iled out of Durban 

ha rbour with Dick Prior at her helm a nd he r three Ea t 
London owners a nd builder Dick Lind ey as crew. 

She was a fine sight, with her new sa ils made by Bill 
Reynold s of Durban. 

"We made fast time until Cape Morga n." said Dick 
Prior a fter the trip . " We were doing 10 knots. pl a n ing 
under mainsail. When we took the main down we ave raged 
seven knot for the next 18 hours. 

"Then we ra n into a strong weste rly in which we were 
driven back 40 mile . We tried to beat under a reefed ma in 
(the only sail we had up) but thi s was not pos ible aga in t 
t he seas a nd trong winds. 

" We lost 24 hours there, but then got a light vari a ble 
SSE. which took us to East London after a tota l trip of 
2t da ys." 

"We got in at night, where we were made great fuss of 
at the Ea t London annual prize-giving!" 

" We were a ll impressed with the performa nce of the 
~oat." said Dick Prior, who now hope to do more ailing 
in Roya l Cape One Design . 

Off -shore Race . . . 

DU R BAN 'S off- hore yachtsmen had another thrilling 
long-distance race. Origina ll y pla nned for 180 miles, 
the race wa a t the last minute cut to 110 when it was 

discovered that one of the two marker boa ts had a fault. 
Onl y one marker, Bonita , cou ld be used and the course 

was a ltered to Matikulu Bluff, nine mile north of the 
Tugela River, and back to Durban . 

Eleven craft entered: Thekwini (Gordon Neill): Carina 
(George Stuart) ; Skyline (George Proctor): Wilhelmina 
Maria (Dick Ba ren s); l ngwi (Gerry van Weers): Woodrose 
( Roy Tedder) ; Snowgoose (Jimmy Whittle) : A nua1wa (Dick 
Golden) ; Coquette (Jimm y Magee): Gay Jock (Ca pta in 
Ora m Cheape) a nd Leo notis (Bill Wa ldrid ge). 

Y achts were given their handica p before the race. 
Carina a nd Snowgoose raced on scratch , Thekwini h ad 
been rated the third -fa test boat and lngwi the fourth. 

It was bright and sunny with practica lly no wind on the 
morning of the race. 

At 10. 15 a.m. 10 yachts crossed the line between the 
committee boat, the Emerald Isle, and a buoy. The 
eleventh craft, Leonotis, was two hours late as her skippe r 
had been del ayed . 

The craft took a long time getting on thei r way, but in 
the afternoon the wind increa ed to a stiff south-westerl y 
a nd the yachts had a spinnaker run to the ma rk . 

Carina, who had tacked out to sea, rounded the ma rk­
the launch Bonita- first at 11 p .m. Snowgoose was secon d 
and Thekwini third . Leonotis had ca ught up seven of the 
c raft a head of her. 

At fir t the yacht had a good breeze back a nd a t dawn 
Snowgoose was leading. Then the wind dropped and when 
it came again it had changed to the north-east with the 
re ult that the tai l-enders got it first a nd sai led pa t the 
leaders. 

First home a t 10.45 a.m ., afte r 24 hrs. 41 min . 30 sec. 
was Wilhelmina Maria sk ippered b y Dick Ba rens. She wa~ 
fo~lowed roughly three minute la ter by Thekwini and 14 
minute after by Snowgoose. The las t craft in wa Coq11e11e 
which tied up at 7.45 that night. 

After Snowgoose was Carina, who took 25 hrs. I min . 40 
ec .. then Skyline 25 hrs. 2 min., Gay Jock 25 hrs. 18 min . 
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The winner on handicap of Durban 's off-shore race Anuanua 
s~ippered by Di~k G.olden , looking like a water col~ur pictur~ 
with her reflection m the water . Photo : Bianca Lavies. 
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JO sec .. Leonotis 25 hrs . 24 mins. 50 ec., l ngwi 25 hrs. 28 
min .. Woodrose 25 hrs. 37 min ., A nuanua 25 hrs. 57 min . 
2 sec. a nd Coquette 32 hrs. 35 min . 

On hand ica p the winner of the race was A n11c1111w, 
~kippered by Dick Golden . Skyline, skippered by George 
Proctor. wa econd and Leonotis third . The others on 
handica p were as follow : 4 . Gay Jock: 5. Wilhelmina 
Maria; 6. T liekwini; 7. Woodrose; 8 fll gwi; 9. Snowgoose ; 
10. Carina and 11 . Coquelle. 

Judge Overboard. 

WrOOPS ! At last it has happened- one oaking 67-year­
o ld Ma lco lm Gibbs a nd a front page newspaper 
re port, " Yacht race judge fall overboard ... " 

But on ly three-qua rter of an hour postponement a nd 
Malcolm tarted the off-shore race (in dry clothing) as if 
this was a normal weekl y rac ing haza rd . 

He was on boa rd the committee boat A nuanua. anchoring 
one of the flo a ting marks of the triangul a r course when 
the ancho r cable beca me entangled. As M alcolm stepped aft 
to free it. he fe ll overboard. 

The sea was choppy, but four racing yacht converged 
and a crew member of Anuan1w had a lread y d ived over­
board to hel p. They were put back on board by Gordon 
Neill' Thekwini. 

Judge Malcohn Gibbs Photo: Bianca Lavies 

University Wants a Fireball ... 

TH E ideal of the University of N a tal (Maritzburg) Yacht 
Club a t present is to buy a Fireba ll and to keep it in 
tip-top racing condition. 

But their problem is funds and members have done 
everything po sible to raise money. They had a film how, 
a braaivleis, a ball a t the university, a raffle a nd are now 
planning a fund-rai ing party. If all goes well, they will 
be able to buy the Fireball next yea r. 

Two of thei r members , Peter Gordon and his crew 
Peter T hom p on, won the Enterprise Class a t the recent 
Festival R egatta. 

A num be r of st udents a re seen each week-end at Midmar 
Dam, camping and working to keep up the craft of their 
fleet which consi ts of a Sharpie and a Flying Junior (the 
olde t in the country , they claim). One G .P . 14. an O .K . 
and a Dabchick a re priva tel y owned, a nd an Enterprise 
and a Sprog a re periodica lly Jent to the club. 

The club. which has been in existence for three yea r , 
now ha about 35 member . 

"Eighty-two people showed interest a t the beginning of 
the year, but most dropped off mainl y because of the fact 
that there are not enough boats., said ommodore Richa rd 
Clothier. ' 

The club "s other flag officers a re vice-commodore Don 
~oln:ies and rear-commodore Pete Thom on. The ecretary 
1 Diana Bircher. 

(Continued on page 40) 
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ABOVE, TOP TO BOTIOM : Spray's hull (Durban 's new R.C.O.D.) 
is being placed on the keel by a crane . 
From left : Dick Lindsey, Bunny Curran and Tony Sellmeyer on 
board the Spray . 
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Peyton and Mrs. Hugh Foord toast to 
" Blue Peter 's" good luck . 
BELOW : Four students of the University of Natal (Pieter­
maritzburg) Yacht Club at work on one of their club craft : 
" the oldest Flying Junior in the country". From left they are : 
Peter Gordon , Rob Tait , Peter Thomson (Rear Commodore) 
and Richard Clothier (Commodore). 

Photos : Bianca La vies . 

Archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications. 
www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za



. hl:bre. :a~v~I ' ND.TES 
':-..: v ',. v • .,f-~ '"' .,...,,. , )< ~ / ' / ,,.~ ,, 
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TOP LEFT: Henry Vink's departure from Durban for a single­
handed 2,200 mile trip to Mauritius in the 25 ft. Vertue class 
yacht Aldebaran built by himself in Johannesburg. He has 
previously done a trip in her to Madagascar and the Seychelles 
and last year sailed singlehanded from Cape Town to Durban . 
TOP RIGHT: Ken Liddiard, right, and Rob Hill, two prominent 
yachtsmen who have left Durban for Lourenco Marques where 
they are fitting out the 46 ft. trident trimaran Kyalami for a 
worldwide charter. Ken Liddiard will be the skipper. Rob Hill 
is a Californian who arrived in the 34 ft. ketch Suhaili from 
Bombay. 
BELOW: Seen at the annual prize-giving at the Royal Natal 
Yacht Club from left: Mrs. Michael Noyce, Mr. Gavin Mcfarlane, 
Mr. Michael Noyce and Mrs. Gavin Mcfarlane. 
BOTIOM: Mrs . Gordon Neill, wife of the Commodore of R.N.Y.C. , 
presents Berry Smith with the Benningfield Cup at the club's 
annual prize-giving. Pictures : Bianca Lavies. 

Glendee Yacht Club ... 

THE Glendee Yacht Club had their annual meeting and 
elected John Eadee as new commodore. The vice­
commodore is Bunny Elliott and rear commodore Pat 

Zank. The ecretary is Wendy Elliott and trea urer Dan 
Meyer. The committee consi ts o( Roy chwegmann , 
Norman Oosteberg and Heinz Wehrman. 

At the club's clo ing cruise the winds were so light that 
yacht men had to paddle past the Commodore while salut­
ing him . One o( the Finn kippers even went back to lend 
hi paddle to one of the Sharpies, to enable him to creep 
pa t the saluting ba e. 

The top yachtsman (or the eason wa olin Schweg-
mann. who. in his Dabchick Dihilish, consistently beat hi 
handicap. particularl y in the light winds of the econd part 
of the year. Dibi/ish won the Drifter Hal( Prize, the 
Junior Troph y and the rew Race Serie ( kippered by 
Mark Elliott). olin Schwegmann also won one o( the 
even monthl y mugs. 

Members of the club are pla nning to build two new 
Fireba ll during the off-sea on. which will bring their fleet 
to 18. 

Other prize-winner in the club's racing season were : 

Commodore 's Cup : I. Hkon10 (G. Durha m); 2. Ka:uka (B. Ellio tt); 
3. Fireflair (J . Eades). 

Windy Hall Prize : I. Lanee (H . Mare); 2. (tie) Sea Fel'er (R. Bea' itt) and 
Ka:uka (B. Ell iott ) 

Drifters Hall Prize : I. Dibilislt ; 2. f."a : uk a (Bunny Ell iott ) ; 3. \lko1110 
(G . Durha m) . 

Junior Trophy: I. Dibilish ; 2. ea F1•1-er (T . Mar.ha ll ); 3. Fire/fair (R . 
Ma rsha ll ). 

Cre\\ 's Race eries (3) : I. Dib ilish ; 2. Gerda ( . ch,-egmann ); 3. AawAa 
. Coffc)). 
Monlhl) Mug races: Three to A.a=uka. o ne to ea Fe ,·er, o ne lo Gertla 

CR. ch"egmann ), one to S•'l' l/ana I (H . Weh rma nn) . 

Midmar Festival Regatta . 

ORGA l ED by Durban ya ht men in pa rt icula r Len 
Morrison. the rega tta ecreta ry- a Festival Regatta 
was held on Midmar Dam over the four dav of the 

week-end at the end of M ay. · 
The Henley-M idmar Yacht lub looked a fter the 

lunche and the bar. A plea ant urpri e wa Don Ord ' 
udden visit on the Monda y night. with a lide how of hi s 

recent trip to Austra lia . 
Thirty-three boats took part in the regatta. Sixteen came 

from Durban a nd one from the Glendee Yacht lub 
cSha rpie Ka~uJ.a-Bunny Elliott) an excellent turnout of 
vi itor . 

There was a sper. ial interest in the Finn la s as they 
ompeted for the Zululand up, u ually ailed for a t the 

Zululand Yacht tub 's Inter- lub Regatta . A there had 
not been enough entries, it had been held over. 

There were even Finn entrie . six from Durban . Ha rdl y 
fair on the only local skipper, Dick Haliburton! He put up 
a good fight, coring among others one first and t" o third . 

The la rge t number of 505 o far seen at a South Afri ­
can regatta were on the water. Six generally and . in one 
ra e. even. All except one Bob Jones from Durban 
were local era ft . 

Five Dabchicks, ten Enterprises and eight ·'odds"- two 
Fireball . two harpie , and three progs completed the 
cene. 

There were five race , four to count for the hampion­
hips. Gen rally the winds were light , with the exception of 

the final race on Tue day . 
Ernie Shaw was one o{ the main contenders for the 

Zululand Cup in the Finn Clas . As hi own craft had 
already been ent over eas (or his participation in the 
Finn Gold up, he kippered the fir t Durban-built fibre-
gla Finn Friendship 7. 

Unfortunatel y he had nothing but bad luck . He finished 
la t but one in the fir t race, after having been caught in a 
windless patch. He wa leading in the second race when 
he sailed the wrong course. He won the third race. came 
econd in the third , but again had bad luck in the la t race, 

when a capsize at the tart . followed by a general recall , 
put him back. 

In tead . the troph y went to Robin Ha rri s who co red 

(Continued on page 43) 
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IM CIOA•lfYI S 
81!,..SON I. IO D<l U 

~~a~ 
BENSON ardHEDGES 

and gets it ... in GOLD 
'.\l one) r an IHI) no Ii nn . smoo l h\'1 l ig.i 1 \' tl l'S. '.\I .tde o l '>LI perb wban o~ f)L' rfL'L l i) IJk nckd a nd 

ma rri ed to exac tly th (' rig ht filter , lkn-,on & H edge-, could no t be a llO\\ l' cl to co me to you in 

a ronn·nti o na l box. ~or do thq. Far from it. \\'e park the m in a golde n meta l CO\L'l'l'd case 

suitable to their ouhta nding qu .d it) . The metal resists mo istu re, hea t a nd lig ht. The -,1 rcng th 

of the box kee ps Benso n & I lt-cl g('s pn li.·n ly firm a nd round. Th(",\' \\ Ondnf'ul r ig.11T tl \''­

d e ma nd a \T I') spec ia l box . .. and [\l' l it in gold. 
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START USING 
~6~MULAMobiloil OUTBOARD 
We doubt if you will ever fi nd yourself in a spot quite like this, but a stalled o r hard -to-start motor often means trouble. Why take chances, when New Formula Mobiloil Outboard is here? Mobiloil Outboard has been scientifically formulated to meet the oil/fuel ratio recommendations of a/12-stroke outboard engine manufactur ers. It reduces spark plug fouling, controls pre- ignition, promotes more efficient cylinder scavenging and reduces carbon deposits, r ing-st icking and clogging . Don ' t invite trouble. Step up your engine's per ­formance and get it running smoot her with New Formula Mobiloil Outboard, t he two st roke outboard engine oil for all mixture ratios. Mobiloil Outboard is avail able at Mob i l Se r v ic e St ations near recognised boating areas. 

Approved by leading outboard engine manufacturers Mobil 
---:~.----
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3. Unlimited . 
I 11 /Joards- Sterndrive 

I . 2.000 c.c. 
2. 4,500 c.c. 

3. Unlimited . 
Cabi11 Cruisers: 
1 Over 24 ft. wa terline length . 
2: Between 18 ft. a nd 24 ft. waterline length . 
3. Under 18 ft. waterl ine length. 

13 All boats must be effectively silenced either by a · watercooled exhaust or exhau t muffier . Any boat. not si lenced to the sati faction of th.e ; ace ~omm1tt~e . who e decision will be final and binding, will be dis-
qualified . . 14. The following safet y equipment must .be supplied and carried by each entry for the durat ion ?f the race and must be approved by the racing committee : 
( I ) Crash helmet and life jacket to be worn by all 

occupants of the boat. 
(2) Fire extinguishers. 
(3) Paddle. 
(4) Competitor are advised to carry enough buoyancy 

for their craft. . . (5) Adequate anchor and length of rope- minimum of 
100 ft. . (6) Suitable bailer or bilge pump and plastic bucket. 

(7) Three daylight flares. 
NOTE: None of the above will be upplied by the 

organisers. . I · · · I .'i. (a) All boats must displa y a Mobil emb em 1.ns1gnia on either side of the bow. and where po s1ble, at a uitable po ition on the decking at the stern. (b) Where possible, each boat mu t fly a Mobil pen­
nant. 

(c) The aforegoing advertising material will be supplied 
free of charge by the pons~rs. 

16. Participation is re tricted to Whites only. 
While it is not anticipated, the organiflers reser.ve. t1!e right to make any alterations to the above rules, if it is 

deemed necessary. 

Merit Certificates 

T
HE Mobil Company, who gave sponsorship to the 1~66 Cape Offshore Race. have recently is ued an attractive certificate to all pilots and crew who successfully 

fini hed the course. . . T hi is both a plea ant ge ture .and a timely reminder tha t it i not long before preparations must be made for the next race. Severa l new rigs a re already planned for April. 1967. but no one i takinl:\ it for granted that the \lea ther will be the ame as la t t1me ! 

Bushmans Boating Club 

T
HIRTY-TH REE pilot raced at the Bushman Boati.ng Club's Wagendrift Dam near Estcou;t. where the th1.rd heat for the Natal Interclub Trophies for hydros. in­

board run abouts and outboards were held . N ineteen were from Durban. The balance was made up I y pilots fro m Lad ysmith, Maritzbur.g a nd. local ~raft. It wa an overcast day with an icy wind which kept iJec ta tors a nd pilots well wrapp~d up. Nev~rthele . th.ere "ere ma ny pectators and the racing was exciting. qrga nt a­t1 ::m and ha ndica pping were good . The course, a bit longer 
than usual, proved very uita ble. . T he wind increased in the afternoon , with the water rough and caused the one flip o f the day- Heinz Egly. He w~nt over a t a corner, but was thrown clear and no damage was done. . Ron Leal had bad luck in the outboa rds. He wa leading in a scratch race when hi motor eized . He did not have 
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the required pa re pa rt and was out o( action for the re t o ( the day. Another unluck y pilot who pent most of the day fixin g his motor was Bill Sta pleton . . . Eddie Frow did well in the in.boa.rd runa.bo ut . winning the third heat a nd scoring two win in ha nd1~ap racing. Eddie Byrne aga in rac«?d the new Pro p.rider hull a nd went well . winn ing the third hea t in the high p_o ints out­board ha ndica p and coring a econd and a third in the 
o ther race . 

RESULTS 
Outboard Hydro Scratch : I . M. Sanz.in: 2 . C. V~nter ; 3. T. Britten. Inboard Runabout Scratch: I . E. Frow; ~· R. Smith; 3. T. ~oberts. , Outboard Runabout Scratch : I. R. White; l. R. Han.som. 3. J. ~arr1s . Outboard Hydro Handicap: I. C. Venter; l . H . Sanun; 3. T. Br.'tten . Inboard Runabout Handicap : I . E. Frow; 2 . D. Dunk; 3. R: Smith. Outboard Runabout Handicap : I. R. Coleman; 2. J. Hutchn~son; 3. G. Hartley : Third Heat lnterclub High Points Outboard Hyd ro Hand icap : I . E. Byrne, 2. T. Britten; 3. H. Sanzin. . . R b Third Heat Inboard Runabout Handicap : 1..E. Frow; 2 . D. O u n~, 3. T. o erts . Third Heat Outboard Hand icap : I. J . Hutchison ; 2 . A. Hanson , 3. K. Botha . Outboard Hydro Scratch : I. J. le Fevre; 2 . E. Byr~e; 3. C. Venter. Inboard Runabout Hand icap: I. J . Boyce; 2. l. Hills. . . Outboard Runabout Handicap : I. R. Coleman ; 2. J . Hutch ison ; 3. J. Harris . Outboard Hydro Ha ndicap : I. B. Friend ; 2 . J . le Fevre; 3. E. Byrne. Inboard Runabout Ha ndicap : I . J. Boyce; 2. G. Eaton ; 3. J . Shepherd .. Out board Runabout Handicap: I. R. White; 2 . G. Ha rtley ; 3 . J . Hutch ison . 

CLUB NOTES 

(Continued from page 40) 

two second , two thirds and a win. Ernie Sh.aw and Berry mith were placed second and third ove_rall m the conte t . Six of the ten Enterprises were local kippers .. Star kipper in this class was Peter Gordon of the Univer 1t¥ of N atal (Maritzburg) Yacht Club, who scored four wins and a 
econd . 

In the 505s Maurice Dobeyn won four out o( five races , making him overall winner. The 505 .raced. for a new shield presented by BP for thi regatta which will eventually be for the Natal 505 hampionship . 
It wa a pity that for many yacht men the Monday was a working day . This thinned the fleet d~wn to 16 craft. The next day, however, score of v1s1tors returned a.nd it was a plea ant urpri e to ee a Flying Dutchman, M 1ck Butcher's from Durban , join the fleet of 505s. He left them 

well behind . 

RES LTS FEST IVAL REGATfA 
SO~~rst Race : I. M . Oobeyn; 2. L. Bra y; 3. N . Stephenson. Second Race : I. M. Do beyn ; 2. R. Jo nes ; 3. L. Bray. Third Race : I. R. Jo nes; 2. L. Bray ; 3. M. Dqbeyn. Fourth Race: I. M. Dobeyn; 2. R. Jones; 3. F. v. Klemperen . Filth Race : I. M . Dobeyn; 2. . Stephenson ; 3. L. Bray. 

Overall Points : I. Feefi (M. D beyn) 3,784 ; 2. S ltesa (R. Jo nes) 2.483; 3. Gay leen (L. Bray) 2,228 . 

Fi'F'i~st Race : I. B. Smith ; 2. R. Marris; 3. D . Maliburto n .. Second Race : I. D. Maliburto n ; 2. E. Sha w; 3. R . Marris. Third Race : I. E. Sha w; 2. R. llarris ; 3. R. Mahburton . Fourth Race : I. R. Ma rris ; 2. E. Sha w; 3. B. Smith . Fifth Race : I. B. Smith ; 2. J . Moward ;. 3. R . Ma rris . . . Sh w Overa ll Point s: I. F11 111be/ina (R. Ma rris) 2,705 ; 2. Friends/up 1 (E. a 2,580 ; 3. Vanem1 ( B. Sm ith) 2,483. 

En~~;~;i~":ce : I. R. Ra ke; 2. P. G ordon ; 3. C: Biggs. . Second Race : I. P. G ordo n ; 2. K. McKenZ1e; 3. C. Mills. Third Race: I. C. Mills ; 2. P. G o rdo n ; 3. R . Rake. Fourth Race: I. P. G ordon ; 2. L. Tibbit. Fifth Race · I p Gordo n ; 2. L. Tibbit : 3. R. Ra ke. 
2 363 O>erall Po"ints: ·Enigma (P. G o rdo n) 3,710 ; 2. Aphrodite (R. Rake) • ; fria r (C. Mills) 1,53 1. 

Da~~~~~~i' Points Position : I . Delfin (B. Morr ison) 2, ' 98 ; 2. Donna (B. utta ll ) 2,246; 3. D1111 cltic (G . Ward) 1,497. 
0()~~~:8 ~~'in~ .. ~~~i~~~ : I. Ta/con (B. Mulbert) 3, 141 ; 2. wir lte (B. Vickers) 2,840 ; 3. Suive: \loi (B. Mo rrison) 2,442. 
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