
TH E ha rd-fought , keenly-sailed Flying Dutchmen Winter 
Cha mpionships, held during the Easter week-end on 
the blue waters of Mossel Bay. leaves the South Afri­

can elector in an agonising dilemma with no clear indica­
tion of who the top kipper will be. 

With less than a year to go before the choice for the 
F.D. World C hampion hip in anada must be made and 
with only one national regatta to be sailed . the selectors­
who will be a S.A.Y.R.A. committee working in conjunc­
tion with the F.D. Association- will need the wisdom of 
Solomon and the tact of a paid part y politician. 

There are two tri als of strength which must guide the 
electors. The first was convincingly won by John Sully, of 

Durban. at Saldanha Bay. The econd, held at Mossel Bay. 
wa won by David Butler. the Rhode ian Ol ympic skipper 
who is not eligible for selection, with John Sull y second. 
Although Sully topped South African skippers. two yachts­
men who were ruled out by their performance at Saldanh::i 
Bay leapt back into the limelight. 

If Sully wanted to put hi choice beyond any hadow of 

One of the busiest men at the Winter Championships 
at Mossel Bay last month was Norman Melville , of 
Knysna , seen here at the wheel of his fast new cabin 
cruiser which did all-day duty as rescue launch . In the 
background are the F.D. Typhoon , V. K. Giles , and the 
Sprog Sogay, J. H. Hall from Worcester . 
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PETER BROWN 
doubt. he had to win the F.D. Championship and hammer 
his challengers into the background. Instead he ended 
1,079 points behind Butler. 

Far from obliterating his competition, Bryan Metcalfe. 
last year's Springbok. achieved a sign ificant improvement 
by coming third and the Snowball Twins miraculously 
hoisted themselves from a n eleventh at Saldanha to fourth. 

The question which immediately pring to mind is: 
'"What has happened to Sully's sailing?" Nothing. He is as 
good a he ever was in heavy weather and a lot better in 
light winds. No, Sully has not declined , nor did he ha \e a 
.. bad" regatta. It is just that the competition is getting 
tronger and more determined. 

In the past when the Olympic repre entatives were 
chosen once every four years, the allowance for bad re­
gattas was much greater. But now with the choice being 
made every second year, no one who considers himself the 
next South African F.D. Sp ringbok dare have an "off" re­
gatta for fear of dropping out of the running. 

It is probably this reason more than anyt hing el e which 
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purred our F.D. kippers on to better performances. 
Proof of the kippe rs' enthu ia m was the long d.1 lance 

they travelled for a week-end: Butler from Rhodesia ; Don 
Ord. Bryan Metcalfe. Ha rry Cros . Hellmut tauch. John 
Tainton, Fred Raa . Jimm y Watson and Ted Jordan all 
from the Transvaal; Sully and Mick Butcher from Durban 
and the rest of the 34 yacht men from the Eastern Cape 
and Cape Town. . 

It i no ea y task for a mall club the size of Mo el Ba y 
Yacht Club to hold a miniature national rega tta with such 
limited facilitie a nd accommodation. But this is exactly 
what the M .B.Y .. did ... and with re ounding success. 

The last time " big" sailing hit the town wa in 1.959 wh~n 
the Ol ympic trial were held on the. bay ._ But th1 year m 
addition to the F.D. Winter Champ1onsh1p , the combined 
Western Province and Eastern Province Championships. 
attracting 120 yachts. were held at the same ~ii:ne. . 

The succes can be attributed to the organising commit­
tee consi ting of three member of the Eastern Cape Yacht 
Raci ng Association , Rob McPherson, Tommy Senn and 
Eric Vos the president, and three members of the Mossel 
Bay Yacht lub. Ken Andrews, Natie Myerson an.d Mel­
ville Stephen . ( In addi tion to running his hotel,_ w~1ch was 
filled with yachtsmen, Melville was up to ht waist in. water 
at the slipway before and after each race helping with the 
launching and retrieving of craft.) 

The Mossel Bay Yacht Club badly needs funds and 
upport. The Mayor said at a reception for yachtsmen that 

he welcomed any advice on how to improve the club and 
promised financial support. However, ~any yach~si:nen fol­
lowing a move tarted at the Olympic Trials ioined the 
M.B.Y.C. a country members at R2 a time to show their 
appreciation of the regatta. 

COURSES 

This was the first major regatta run by Tommy enn, 
ecretary of the E.C.Y.R.A., and he came out of it wit~ 

flying colours. In addition to handling much of the organi­
sation. he served as the judge for every race, deciding on 
the courses and all the accompanying legalities. 

The only mild controversy of the regatta. wa the inser­
tion of the three-hour time limit for the racing. Before the 
start of the series many senior yachtsmen held that it was 
impossi ble to hav'e both a shortening course clause and a 
time limit clause in the instructions beca use each r.ace 
would have to be sai led until the three hours were up, tf a 
result had not been achieved sooner. 

The first day was completely windless and in the very 
first race the sailing committee were baul.ked by the 
shortening course and time limit clauses, with . the race 
eventually being crapped afte r three heart-breaking hours 
on the glossy bay. . 

After the race, the time limit was removed from the in-
structions. 

The same method of cour e setti ng was u ed as that em­
ployed at the past two national regattas. Full marks must 
go to the skipper of the S.A.N . Ooste1:Ja11d, Tomm.y S~nn 
and his advisor for hitting on the nght wind d1rect1on 
every time. 

With only one ship to drop the markers, a number of 
difficulties were encountered . The Oosterland had to. drop 
the weather and wing marks and then travel downwind to 
the start mark. This meant that if the distance between the 
weather and wing marks had been incorrectly calc~late~. 
there was nothing the ship cou ld do to alter the setting m 
time for the race. . 

I found the close reach between the weather and wing 
marks short compared to the lon.g, broad .reach from the 
wing to the downwind mark. Thts snag dtd not .occur at 
Saldanha Bay when two naval ships were engaged in cour e 
laying. . 

In spite of thi small snag, the South . African Na.vy 
(without whom any regatta the size <?f a na!tonal or a win­
ter championships would be almost 1mposs1ble to run) has 
mastered the art of reliable, accurate setting. 

Perhaps at the next regatta the ~ommittee s~ip could 
refrain from dropping its anchor until the ten-minute g~m. 
This mea ns the ship could take advantage. of any ~ind 
hift and et the line at right angles to the wmd. Occa ton­

ally, the wind al ters slightly, to give advantage to a port or 
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tarboard tart. 
One of the dangers of the large. loud naval starting gun 

i that it might burn a hole in a sa il bel onging to some 
kipper trying to get too clo e under the bow of the ship. 

Future judges might con ider dropping a mark 20 ya rds 
from the hip a nd while the buoy doe not erve a a mark 
of the start line, it will be illegal for kippers to go in ide 
it. 

This will obviate any danger and keep mal l yachts 
away from the rolling ship. 

ENTERTAINMENT 

The Mossel Ba y bo ys certainly know how to keep a 
crowd of thirsty , hungry yachtsmen happy. Each evening 
there was some entertainment and most spectacular wa the 
Mayo r's reception where vi itors were treated to hundred 
of oysters. 

There was a welcome change from the segregated F.D. 
dinner at Saldanha Ba y where only skippers were allowed 
to go. 

At Mos el Bay the doors were thrown open to crews and 
their wive as well. 

No South African regatta would be the same without 
Rothmans of Pall Mall and this time we have to thank 

eville immonds and Courtney "Four Star" Heath . They 
coped very efficiently with inquirie and requests- for medi­
cal aid and tunes over their loudspeakers- and a host of 
other chore which are always left to the willing Rothmans 
team . 

MOSSEL BAY 

Undoubtedly this ideal pot nestling beneath the grand 
Outeniqua Mountains must rate as one of the premier ba ys 
in the country for small boat sailing. Its waters are s~el­
tered· the wind usuall y good- although they were unkind 
to ya~ht men on the first few days in Easter ; there . is plenty 
of accommodation; it i erved b a regular rail system 
and there is an airport at George near by. All thee factor 
help make Mossel Bay one of the most suitable places in 
South Africa for the establishment of a marina containing a 
permanent home for yachting. It would be to the advantage 
of the Mossel Bay Council and local yachtsmen if they 
press for such an amenity after one of the mo t successful 
regattas held in South Africa recently. 

FLYING DUTCHMEN 

It wa a difficult as it ever was to gain a place in the 
top ten and tho e who did can confidently regard them­
selves as the best in South Africa. The final placings in the 
fir t ten were : D avid Butler, I : John Sully, 2 ; Bryan Met­
calfe, 3: Snowball Twins. 4: Hellmut Stauch. 5: Vaughan 
Clark. 6: Don Ord. 7; John Tainton , 8: Mick Butcher, 9 
and Ken Warr 10. 

The championhips saw more closel y-conte ted sailing 
(Continued on page 27) 

F.D. Mystic, Fred Raas , sails in company with the Worcester Sprog 
Seluki, K. S. Sterling. In the background is the Victoria lake 
F.D. Kamadeva , T. Jordan . 
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This is the interior of the stiff and homogeneous hull shell showing 
how the end-grain balsa-wood blocks are bonded to the outer 
skin and webs built in before the inner glass laminates go on . 
Polyester fills the spaces between the blocks and forms connecting 
filaments between the two skins. 

That 70 !{NOTTER 
(Continued from page 24) 

with its bows rather high in the air at normal speed/length 
ratio . 

Nevertheles , for all-out ea racing the Ray Hunt and 
Ren a to Levi types have proved their worth conclusively. 
At speed/length ratios of something like eight or more 
the . tnm by the stern fl attens out to omething more 
effic1.ent and workmanlike. This fact al o means that power 
requirements co me into line with shallower vee hulls and 
may be even less, for the latter craft at high peeds tend 
to be running too level for efficiency. 

But perh ap the greatest advantage of the high deadrise 
type 1s th a t the deep-vee presented to the water aft allows 

The attacking end of the 70-knotter, showing the deep-veeing 
and the rounded sections along the garboard area. The reasons 
for the long, over-hanging snout are explained by John Teale in 
the text; also why the deep-vee hull form is at its best only at 
very high speeds. 

lower vertical acceleration there at very high speeds and 
thu a more comfortable ride. ' 

A normal fa t crui er, if it pound at all doe o ai 
the bow. By rai ing the chine line forward ' thi can be 
reduced to manageable proportions. but the chine does not 
need to remain high all the waY' to the tern . Thu a 
conventional wa~ped bottom or monohedron hull will cope 
perfectly ~ell wtth rough water at normal pceds, if intelli­
gently designed. 

When racing and achieving 50 knot or more in small 
craft the problem changes because the boat will tend to 
hoot off the top of a wave to become airborne and then 

descend stern first into the water again due to the concen­
tration of weight aft. 

A deep-vee at the stern is a sound inve tment again t 
excessive hocks, then. 

There are, of cour e, many variations on the deep-vee 
theme. On Speedy Jackie the sections are rounded toward 
the keel. This !s done o. that, when de cending on the 
water ~fter having been airborne, a form of pl aning sur­
face hits the sea first hooting the boat forward again. 

Sharp sections tend to dig in and slow the boat down 
A ha been implied. the faster a racing ve sel travel· 

the greater will be the lift at the stern a nd the more the 
bow will drop. Part ly to take advantage of this tendency 
most modern craft have their motors mounted right aft 
where the greatest lift will occur. 

As an exten ion to thi s theory waterlines a re fine 
forward and full aft o that the centre of lift is bound to 
occur well towards the ste rn . As a bonus. fine forward 
se.cllons lift less a they e nter a wave a nd so the boat 
will run on as reasonably a level keel as is possible under 
the extreme condi tions of racing. 

Certainly it will tend to dive through rather than over 
waves and consequently be a very wet craft, but that can 
be endured for the few hour of a race at any rate. 

A a final remark on the lines. the rounded transom 
has been incorporated mainly to allow reasonable sea­
keeping quali ties. if the boat for some reason has to travel 
very slowlY' in a following sea. 

The following- ea bu ine s also accounts for the long 
forward beak. When overtaking and running down the face 
of a wave, the bows tend to bury them elves in the wave 
a head. If fine forward waterlines with little buoyancy are 
to be used then the boat will tend to continue its head­
long downward path. Thi is mo t undesirable and o the 
forward o~erhang has been built in to give buoyancy on 

uch occasion . 
. It i pointless pondering over the nicetie of hull design 
1f the finished product 1s o heavy that it could not win 
races anyway. Power /weight ra ti o counts for a great deal 
in offshore racers of thi type. 

It i po ible to. e tima te w!th fair accuracy the impact 
pressure a nd maximu m bending moments on ves els like 
Speedy Jackie and so to work out ome ort of tructure 
th at will resist the stresse . Accelerations of 16- 18 g's at 
the bow and 7 g's at the tern are quite po si ble. On this 
ve se l variou al tern a tives were con idered. including 
double skin all-welded a llo y, cold-moulded wood and re in­
glass. 

In the end it seemed that a com bina tion of balsa wood 
and resin-glass would allow the lighte t weight commen­
sura te .with strength. Thu the bottom con ists of three­
inch th1cknesse of balsa with a single layer of mat between 
each lay.er, plus .a mixture of mat and woven roving on 
the outside and in 1de of the hull. In a imilar way the 
sides are of two thicknesse of balsa and the superstru~ture 
of o ne layer. 

Bal a wa cho en in preferance to foam becau e the 
latter .. tends to. powder under the tremendou , high­
perod1c1ty buff~ting of offshore racing. Anyway. bat a can 
be bought weighing some 4 lb. a cub. ft. and i pretty 
light on its own account. The whole hull comes out at 
on ly abc.rnt. half a ton . On top of th is are the engines 
each weighing. 1,200 lb:· the. vee .drive at 300 lb. a go 
and various bits a.nd pieces including steel engine girder . 
props, haft , teenng gear and so on. 

All added up, the craft weighs about 21 ton . 
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Fuel t nk . 300 gallon of petrol can be carried. are 
integral with the hull and help stiffen it. They, too, are 
of bat a and re in-glass con truction. 

A can be seen on the drawings reproduced the accom­
modation is ludicrou and meant only to comply with the 
rules. There is very little floor pace indeed while the 
obligatory w.c. takes up mo t of what there is. A galley 
is ailed for and will be housed on the shelf between the 
cockpit bulkhead and the deep floor carrying the forward 
ends of the engine bearers. Over thi shelf one mu t al o 
crawl to get into the cabin. 

Next year the rul es are to be tightened to prevent this 
ort of di mat access to a cabin, but for the present it will 
uffice and is a palatial entrance compared with some craft 

where one has to wind oneself round engine and fuel tanks 
to get anywhere near a bunk. 

There is honestly not a terrible difference in perform ance 
potential between any of the modern deep vee . Some a re 
marginally better in certain conditions than others a few 
are marginally better a ll round. T hus it tend to be 'the de­
tail bit and pieces which are the deciding factor in a race. 

On Speedy Jackie there are one or two vaguely unusual 
features in the bits and pieces line. 

Perhaps the most obvious are the trimming tab -cum-
tabilisizing fins mounted on the shaft bracket . A small 

boat running at very high speeds and with a deep-vee form 
i omewhat lacking in !ab ility. for its running bottom is 
only a very narrow trip of hull. 

Here the fins are directl y in the propeller slipstream and 
o give a po itive and fair a mount of balancing moment to 

the hull. By a ltering their angle of a ttack by mean of 
hydraulic rams and connecting linkage, the trim of the 
boat ca n be al tered too. 

Every designer tries to make the crew as comfortable a 
pos ible, for it is the crew quite as much as the boa t that 
win races. Some people prefer to sit at the job of steering 
and there are elaboarate a nd costly eat availab le that will 
allow thi s withour colla psing under the stra in . Price per 
eat is about £ 150. Others like to stand. since th e knees act 

as good shock a bsorbers when the going gets rough , and 
remember that if there were. ay, 3 g' accele~ation in the 
cockpit a human bod y weighing 1501b. would weigh a 
virtual 4501b. at the moment of impact. 

On Speedy Jackie the crew stand and I had originally 
thought of mak ing the cockpit floor a trampoline type of 
thing. That would take much of the hock out of the 
descent. but the ascent might be too interesting to be prac­
tical. Hence a sprung deck is incorporated . This has qu ite 
small sta inless steel spring above and below it and hould 
be reasonably effective. 

~ ~ ~ 

The final feature worth a mention , though it i not 
hown on the drawings reproduced. i the fact that petrol 

can be pumped from aft to No. I tank forward through a 
standard Wh ale Gusher 25 pump. Thi will a llow the trim 
of the boat to be controlled to a small degree without 
having to flood a ballast tank with sea water. a is the nor­
mal method and which leads one imply to carry around 
everal hundred pounds of unneces ary weight. 

In the state hown Speedy Jackie ought to be capa ble of 
70 knots or the~eabouts and such a speed i required for a 
good chance in the Cowes-Torquay race. 

Dr. avu ndra i talking. too. of running both motors on 
methanol. when they should develop a bout 900 h.p. each. 
and having a crack a t the world open water speed record 
which land at omething like 103 m.p.h . Very little fuel 
would be needed for such an attempt , of course. and thi 
would keep weight down and potential peed up. 

Speed,· Jackie is 30 ft. overall: 23 ft. 9 in. on the water­
line: and has a beam of 8 ft. 6 in. Perh a ps she represent 
the type of boat th a t fairly oon will be een da hin g a bout 
South African water in power boa t race . The e events 
!end to be won b~' pecial . afte r the ettling down period 
in which all ort of craft wind up in front, and the one­
offs then teach everyone a good deal a bout high-speed 
boating and how to achieve it in reasonable comfort-apart 
from winning the race . :: 
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Mossel Bay • • • 
(Continued from page 23) 

with none of the runaway win which were recorded al 
Saldanha Bay. 

The first race was ailed in very light wind with the 
ocean swell up etting the ails and making spinnaker run 
a nightmare. One of the few people not to be up et by the 
lack of spinnaker winds was Hellmut Stauch who caught 
up from twelfth to second in one run ju t using hi genoa. 

Asked why he did not hoist hi s pinnaker like every 
other kipper h.e replied: ''S-u-p-e-r-i-o- r helmsmanship, 
my boy!" And 1t wa, too! 

The fir t race was cancelled beca u e the time limit ex­
pired. This came as good news to mo t of the fleet and a 
shock to Bry:i n Metca lfe who had skilfully inched hi s way 
into a commanding lead with the econd boat. Ted Jordan , 
way behind him. 

The econd race was po tponed to Frida y morning. 
Butler gained a trong position by winning three ra e . 

ma king it impossible for anyo ne to oust him . 
It was encouraging to see Ken W arr, of a pe Town . 

frequently up with the leaders. He must now rate as one of 
the most experienced skipper from the Cape. 

The mo t significa nt improvement was shown by the 
Snowball Twins. Graham and Warren , and Brya n Metcalfe. 
The Snowballs have gone a long way to overcoming their 
fleet. winning one race. 

Bryan Metcalfe de tro yed a ny illusions yacht men may 
have had a bout hi ~ sailing after Sa ldan ha Bay. He was 
a lways a con ta nt threat and his win in the last race wa 
su perb after taking advantage of his great kill in light 
weather. This race began in light a ir which died com­
pletel y. The wind then shifted to come from the other 
direction . eventually gu ting up to a full trapezing wind. 

Metcalfe saw the wind shift coming and increased hi 
lead to finish by more than two minutes. 

Senior members of this cla have been worried for omc 
year bv the failure of a ny newcomers to beat the old 
hands. They feared th a t if the enormou co t of F.D. 
keep out youngste rs, the future of the cla s may be 
threatened. 

One of the encouraging features of Mo sel Bay wa the 
emergence of John Tainton. of East R a nd Yacht tub. 
Hi first rega tta wa Lourenc;o M a rque which was followed 
by Saldanha, where he showed his a bility by coming th ird 
in one race ... and then being disaua lified. 

During Easter he had improved immen sely a nd- helped 
by his burl y, capable crew. Norman Webster- he gained a 
third an d fourth in two of the races and was in the first ten 
in the other . 

If Tainton keeps up thi standa rd , he i definitely one of 
the kippers to watch. 

F INNS 

Although the leading skippers of the class did not travel 
from the Rand o r Durban . the standard of sailing among 
the Finn was fir t-rate with Geoff Paterson, Geoff M yburgh. 
R. H. Stephenson. R. M. McPherso n and Gordon Burn­
Wood (th at was the final finishing order) showing what 
strong comoetition thi cla s can provide in an inter­
provincial championship. 

It was good to see Gordon Burn-Wood back at the helm 
of a Finn, howing the qualities of eaman hip which have 
taken him to the to p. 

Geoff Paterson· ailing was excellent and thi wa 
p~oved by hi rise from eleventh a t Saldanha, when he wa 
one place behind Geoff M yburgh. to fir t. overtaking Mc­
Pher on and Stephen on who had both beaten him a few 
month earlie r. 

The Cape is rapidly bu ilding up a powerful Finn las 
who might oon cause a great upset at a National and 
overwhelm the strong fl eets of Durban and the Rand. 

A Ca pe kipper who cannot be ignored Lionel Frid-
(Continued on page 53) 
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and another new R & M product 
is born to make life easier 

Ramolene Polyethylen e is just one of a score of new 
applications for synthetic fibres . Completely water­
repellent, light, easy to handle and tough . 
Ropes and Mattings are constantly experiment­
ing with both natural and synthetic fibres and 
then testing them under the harshest conditions. 

That's why R & M's branded ropes -
Romolene - F/exply - Superstress 
Yacht Mantia - Lighthouse - Reef 
and Mine Manila - Trurex - are 
accepted by industry and erode a; 
bes/ for re/i1bilily. 

ROPES AND MATTINGS LIMITED 
Branches, Agents and Distributors throughout Southern Africa 

leading Manufacturers of Natural and Synthetic Cordage for South Africa's thriving Industry 
RM-4488 
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I. The Somner brothers, Alf and Al . .• 
2. Chappie Chapman settling down after gybing his Dutchman . 
3. Presto 11 going well on a spinnaker reach. 
4. One of the many confusing roundings at the leeward mark . 
5. Some of the 505's found the reaches too close to carry their 
bags efficiently. 
6. Bob McCall leading Jock Adelbert on a run down-wind . 
7. Jeff Campbell (crew) and John Bird (skipper) of the Spearhead 
Bagatelle . 
8. Danny Mackenzie and friends. 
9. Dutchmen coaxing the most out of the zephyrs. 

MOSSEL BAY 
Photos : Pat Fraser 

(Continued from 
page 27) 

john who is be t in heavy weather. He won the se ond 
ra e whit·h pushed h im up to a n overal po ition of eighth . 

PROG 
It wa like the N a tiona l rega tt a a ll over aga in wi th razor­

harp compet iti on among Gerhard Koper, Albert Bru ins. 
ta n M idl a ne a nd Colin Forster. who ai led for the South 

Africa n N a va l Sailing As ocia t ion . 
There has never been a time when one ce ntre. like the 

Cape, has bee n so trong in the Sprog a nd one ca n be ure 
tha t it will be m a ny years befo re o ther skipper manage to 
be3t these sa ilors. 

Result s in the class were : Gerh a rd Ko per, I ; Albert 
Bruins. 2 : Sta n Midl a ne, 3: olin For ter. 4 and E. M . 
W ya tt ( Mrs.) ~ . 

SP ARHEAD 
The erie wa ano ther runaway victory for W illia m ie­

brit , of Kn y na Ya ht lub, sa iling Vixen. He won con­
vincingl y a t Saldanha Bay a nd his econd win at Mos el 
Bay puts him well to the fore of the cl a . 

Second was H . K . M a thie en a nd th ird J . A . Ve r veld . 
TEMPOS AND F IR E BALLS 

These two lasses sa iled as one. An inte re ting convert 
to the Tempo is M oily Warr, w ho for long wa one of the 
top Sprog skippers. She ha s bought with her the know­
ledge which kept her in the fore of the Sprogs. 

The result s of the combined cla were : W . J . van Rens-
burg (Fireba ll ). I : M olly Wa rr, 2: o lin Edwa rd (Fi re· 
ba ll). 3: Gra ha m Ros (Tempo). 4 a nd R. D . Vo (Fireba ll) , 
5. 

HAR PI E 
How plea a nt it wa to ee thi s c las back a t a ma jor 

regatt a after their di a ppeara nce a t Sa ldanha Bay. C hope 
if the clas can enter six for a n inter-provincia l rega tta 
they wi ll drum op e no ugh upport to be re pre en ted a t 
fu ture na ti onals . 

Resul ts were : W . A . Lan gla nd , I ; Ian Langland , 2 a nd 
W . 0 . H aukohl , 3. 

EXTRAS AND AND IE 
J ohn Spil haus, I : T . Beele, 2 a nd A . B. Driscoll, 3. All 

three kippers a re from Andies. 
Da bc hicks: P. Ha ll. I : Nigel Sutherl a nd , 2 a nd M . Steer­

lin g, 3. 
Yachtsmen a re a foreward -looking crowd a nd no ooner 

ha ve they fini shed one regalia than they begin talking 
a bout the next. t irring up a fa ir mea ure of controvers 
a nd a ntici pa tion . 

One of the subjects which is o f pa rticul a r co ncern to 
a pe a nd Transvaa l a il or i the c hoice of Durba n Bay as 

the venue of the nex t N a t ional Rega lia during January. 
The Tran sva ler , m a ny of them from Fl yi ng Dutchmen. 
feel th a t the extrao rdin a ry conditions in the bay wi ll bene­
fit loca l a ilor . The Ca pe skipper a re show ing muc h hesi­
ta ti on a bo ut Durba n fo r the a me reason. 

Both group would like the venue tra nsferred to Henley­
M idma r Y.C. on the Midm a r D a m nea r M ari tzburg. F.D. 
skipper a re quick to point out tha t a the selection of 
the next Springbok rests a lmost entirely on the J a nua ry 
N ation a l. M idm a r would be a much fa ire r c hoice as the 
dam wo uld provide neutra l wa ter (which will be si mil a r to 
condi tion expected to be encountered a t the World C ha m­
pionships in a nada) where none of the con tenders wi ll 
ha ve useful local knowledge. 

SOUTH AFRICAN YACHTING- May, 1966 

F .P. WINTER CHAMPIONSHIPS: 

lub Yacht Helm man 
Poi111s 

~ilinter 
Position Posilion 

~Vimer Provin-
hamp. Chump. dal 

M.S. PERI 11 A. D . BUTLER 7447 t I 
R.N.Y'.c . ARETE J . A . SULLY 6368 2 2 
V.L.Y.C. MATILDA B. METCALFE 5748 3 3 

Finn 
Z.V.Y. SHU FT I G . V. PATERSON 4872 I 
Z.V.Y.c: FEJRI E G . V. MYBURGH 4349 2 
R.Y.C. FIDO R. H. STEPH EN 0 41 73 3 

Z.V.Y.C. 
Sprog 
SHEA G. KOPER 4830 I 

Z.V.Y.C. SMERSH A. BRUINS 4705 2 
Z.V.Y.C. SAMPAN S. MIDLAN 41 77 3 

K.Y.C. 
Spearhead 
VIXEN W. E. SIEBRJTS 3307 I 

K.Y.C. ANITRA H. K. MATHtESE 3006 2 
U.C.T.Y. ORION J . A. VERSFELD 2279 3 

Z.Y.C. 
Sharpie 
FOXHOUND W. A. LONG LAND 3215 I 

Z.Y.C. WI GS JA N LO GLAND 2738 2 
Z.Y.C. STRODELI N W. 0 . HAUKOHL 1960 3 

~r:~c:,i"d 
Q.P.Y.C. FEZELE W. J. van RE SBURG 3967 I 
Z.V.Y.C. TEMPEST It M. WARR 3684 2 
Q.P.Y. 0 WAY COLIN EDWARDS 3480 3 

Extra 
Z.V.Y.C. G JJJMA R. FO RSTER 3539 t 
H.Y.C. XE RAFl R. C. D. HUTC HINGS 3414 2 
F. B.Y. TALISMAN W. J. MYLREA 1937 3 

Z.V.Y.C. 
A11dy 
AR IEL J . A. SPILH AUS 20 11 I 

Z.V.Y.C. l(lTE T. N . BEELE 1710 2 
S.A.N.S.A. IK E A. B. DRISCOLL 404 3 

Dabchick 
W.Y.C. MIDGE P. HALL 35 16 I 
Z.Y.C. WA HOO N. T. SUTHERLAND 2261 2 
W.Y.C. MISS MUFFET M .STERLING 2 136 3 

FRANK ROBB (Continued from 
page 28) 

will write you a polite letter which being tra nsla ted (be­
tween the lines) will read : 

Dear Sir. 

Re : Claim No. 1I1224 V/ 66 / B / 11 / LL 
Before evaluating your claim we must ask you to com ­

ply with the fo llowing forma lities :-
1. Kindly roll your Insurance Policy cylindrically abolll 

a powerful rocket . 
2. Insert the assembly 11p your jersey . 
3. Light fuse. 

W e look forward to your next co1111111111ication. 
Y ours fa ithfully, 

The FR IENDLY Insurance Co . 
To get down to the ac tual practice: 
Fig. 3 illust ra te the normal berthing set-up. It is pretty 

well se lf-explanatory. The .. brea t-rope " keep the boa t 
.. a longside" : the " springs" " head-rope" a nd .. ste rn -rope" 

to p her from ·· urging" fore or aft. 
For a tempora ry berthing in helte red wa ter ( ay, to 

land pas engers or di scharge a ca tch a nd clean up the 
boat before returning to mooring ) a head-rope a nd a 
te rn -rope m ay uffice . It depend on the prevaili ng condi ­

ti on a nd on how long you expect to remain a lon gside. 
But if yo u expect to be berthed for any le ngth of time 
yo u hould use the brea t-rope a nd springs. 

The drawing shows bollards onvenientl } spaced to take 
yo ur sho re-line a t .. o ptimum" a ngl es. In rea l life thi 
se ldom ha ppen s, a nd Y.ou will have to com promise. Try to 
achi eve the c losest a pproach to Fig. 3 and DO remember 
that your sh ore-lines must be tended in tida l wa ter . 

One other point : In the book ha wser , pain ters a nd 
shore- lines have e ye-spli e (loop) which yo u can non ­
cha lant ly drop o ver a boll a rd . In rea l life thi eldom 
hap pens: u ua ll y you find yo urself wi th a sta rk rope-end. 
Not to worry. M a ke it fast with : 

T wo R ound Tums and T~ v Hal f Hitches: Swi h the 
running end twice round the bol lard a nd twice round the 
·· . ta nd ing .. part- and Bo b's your uncle (Fig. 4). 

This i a ho ney of a hitch- my favourite a fter the ree f­
~not if you la h the running end to the ;,tandin A end with 
a few turn, of marline or twine it will nel'er <; lip . :: 
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