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MIDGET MIGELLINS 
IN DURBIN ... Pictures and 

Interviews by 
BIANCA LAVIES 

Writer , painter and luxury hotel chef 
Jean Gau (below) , who has seven single­
handed Atlantic crossings to his record. 
Jean Gau (bottom left) with two of his 
36 paintings of his first Atlantic cross­
ing in a 40 ft. schooner, photographed 

in the cabin of Atom in Durban last 
month . 
Bottom right : The 30 ft. ketch Atom, 
designed by the American John Hanna, 
in which Jean Gau is making his second 
trip alone round the world . 

South Africa, happil y, it aero s the round-the-world 
route taken by deepsea yacht men . Every year we are 
plea ed to be able to welcome these tried and proved 
crui ing men. and this ummer in particular Durban has 
al ready had a remarkable inva ion by the doughty midget 
Magella ns, young and mature, pruce and weather-worn . .. 

It does not often happen that a yachtsman with even 
single-ha nded Atlantic crossings to his record sails into Dur­
ba n harbour. But Jean Gau , in his 30-ft. ketch Atom on 
hi second trip round the world has cal led at Durban for 
the econd time. 

His .a rrival ended the longest stretch in all hi 2 year 
of atlmg- 113 da}; from Thursda y Island to Durban with­
out stopping. 

Wh y did he take so long ? " I am not in a hurry," aid 
Jean. " J make ailing a ea y as po ible while l it below 
writing my a rticle for French new papers and working on 
a book of my adventure . J just et the ji b a nd mizzen , 
that' all. I don 't have to watch so much . .. it give 
me more time.'· 

The A tom i a 30-ft. ketch designed by John Hanna a nd 
built in 1938. Jea n bought her in 194 in America. 

The skipper i a Frenchman by birth , but a citizen of 
the U .. A. a nd a chef at one of th e leading hotel in New 
York where he works for four yea rs and then take off 
four yea r to sail. 

He i pla nning to be back in New York in October 
1966. •·1 have to work a nother ix months to get my pen­
ion ." he a id . 

Jean ta rted ai ling in a 40-ft. chooner (also ingle­
han ded) in 1937. 

A record of his first Atl ant ic cro si ng in this schooner 
ha been kept by him in 36 pai ntings which magnificentl y 
ca pture the diffe rent mood of the ~a . All a re done in 
c~loured pencil from sketche made by him during the 
tnp. 

They were exhibited fo r three month at the Mari ti me 
Muse um in Pa ri . After his return he wilt publi h them 
in book form. 

In all h i 28 year of sing le-handed sailing Jean has 
never used a lifeline. ··one hand for m>;se lf, a nd one hand 
fo r the boat is enough ," ay he. 

He is cautious in other ways. for he carrie two engine 
for two charging plan t . two extan ts, two radio ("one let 

me down once") three chronometer and three et of 
ail . (Sai l a rea is 470 sq. ft.) 

He ha never felt the need for a elf- leering devi e. 
' "M y boat take care him elf, if he is off cour e he call 
me. I ay: 'Wh at do you want? ' I talk to him . I don"t 
care . . . nobody hear ! " 

He al o carrie a five-gallon oil container ready to be 
lashed on deck, as this i what aved hi life during the 
hurricane whi ch sank the full-rigged chool- hip Pamir. " In 
chool in the Sta te when discu ing hurricanes one talk 

about the A 10 111 and the Pamir," aid Jean. " I will tell you 
the story": 

" It was the 2Jst of September 1957. I wa on the tat 
leg of my first ro und-the-world trip , 300 miles north of 
Bermuda. I had to go only another 300 mile to ew Yo rk 
to finish the trip. . 

"Through radio me ages r knew hurrica ne Came w~ 
on her way. At noon that da y J wa potted by a ~1g 
pla ne gua rding the coast. She flew low over me, movmg 
her wing up and down, trying to tell me omething. 

~~~ 
She must have ca lled the eaplane beca u e at five 

o'clock that aftern oon a eaplane a me. ci rcled .. and 
dropped a hurrica ne ribbon . This con i ts of a red n.bbon 
one foo t wi de and two or three yard long which 1 at­
tached to small buoy. That warning means : ·You are on 
the track of a hurrica ne.' 

·· 1 did not feel good . I went down to the cabin a nd 
took two shots of whisk y. which made me feel a bit bet-

ter. · · h ·1 " I lowered a ll ails and rigged the ierry-can wit . 01 
between the hroud turn-buckles on the side of the w m~. 
I made one hole unde;neath a nd one on top and the 011 
dropped a t one drop a econd. It sprea.d on top of ~he 
sea and covered an area of a quarter-mile. The breakm~ 
wave did not break when the y reached the lee~ of. 011 
which drifted sideways with the boat, thu prote ting it. I 
reckon thi aved my life." . . 

When the wind ca me through the wind velo~lly needle 
reached 120 kno ts. Jn the centre of the hurricane were 
thou a nds of seabird . For four hour the boat took a list 
of 60 degrees. 

1t Ja ted 48 hour . When it was over ~e turn~d on t~e 
radio and on 40 megacycles. heard a voice calling a d1 -
Ires me 'ag11 : "Germ a.n sail in~ hip . Pamir, 86 men on 
board in hurrica n~ ame. All ~ 11 to ~~bbons . cargo h1fted 
on side. asking immediate a 1 tance. The me age wa 
en t in German, English a nd Portuguese. 

Then a nother ta ti on call~d the Pa111.1r fr~m the Azo re 
in English. " I recogni ed fnends. of, mTmhe. PWe .ha\dedyouort 
ca ll. ple:i e gi ' e us your po 1t1on: e a1111r 1 n 
answe r. he went down a nd or:i ly 1x of the 86 men were 
1ved the next day by an Amenca n te l mer. . ,, 

"' Later J lea rnt that we had been 400 mile a pa rt. 

Jean's fir t yacht , the 40-ft. schooner Onda II wa lo t 
in Spain in 1937. . · d 

" For two weeks I had been battling aga in t a storm an. 
I was exhausted. I decided to run for the bay of ad1z 
for helter. 1 wa not fa r fro!11 ad1z and could ee the 
buildings a hore and a t five in the aftern oon l went to 
Jeep · · d · ··when night ca me I could ee n? thmg a It wa urmg 

the pani h revolu tion a.nd everrthm g wa bl acked out. I 
knew there wa a rock m the h a r~ou r. I al o ~new there 
wa a light on it, normall y. But 1t wa not lit and the 
next minute I was on 1t. a t a nasty angle. 

" I took off all my clothe . Put papers, a torch a nd 
matches in a tin around my neck an d swa m 2t miles to 
the shore. d 

"On ce a hore I was frozen. but the . matches save my 
life. I made a big fire and was wan:rnng myself, al terna-
tivel y front and back in the glow of 1t. . 

" What [ did not know, wa that clo e to me in the 
dark ne s was a coa t gua rd watching !11e. Whe.n he aw a 
naked man dancing in front of a fire in the middle of the 
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night he fled in terror to get. help and returned with four 
th r who addre sed me with fixe.d bayonet . 0 ··b~n· t get excited I said, [ am h1pwrecked . 
"One of them Jent me hi coat. l wa ta ken to a fort 

by and 1 wa well looked after. The next day I wa 
~~l~r th.at my ship had been wa hed up on the beach. It 
\\a a ad ight. It wa her end: 

·· n intere tin g encounter which l will never forget wa 

(Continued on page 38) 

The 45-ft. ketch Salaamat (above) soon after her arrival in Durban 
from Malaya. 

The crew of the Salaam at from Malaya: (from left) John Woodco~k , 
skipper, Dave Mc Lew, Bill Fuller (with sunglasses) and Bri.an 
Albinson, navigator. They have retired from Government service 
in Malaya a nd bought Salaamat to sail back to England . 
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MIDGET MAGELLANS 
(Continued from page 37) 

my meeting wi th the anbla h Indi an in the bay of Da rian ju t befo re Colon . 
"The pilot book warns agai nst going into this bay and the Indi an a re de cri bed a ve ry dangerou . They a re known to hrink human head . 
"Well, omehow, I had got into th at bay and I cou ld not get o ut of it. There was a whole long wall of breakers J had to cro to get out , a nd I did not know where or when . 
" o there I was not far off the hore a nd Indi an in canoes started rowing out to me. I had anothe r of my tots of brandy, hoi ted the American fl ag and put a loaded gun read y in the ca bin . 
"When they came close r I a ked them if a nyone knew a bout sailing a nd how to get ou t. 'Yes,' said one man, ·1 a m a ailor. You cannot get out to-day, you have to go to-morrow.' J was invited by them asho re and rather reluct­ant ly I went. 

" I wa invited to hi house a nd given a bowl wi th ri e. vegetable and mall piece of moked fish which we ate with our hand . M y appetite was rather poiled when I looked round in the room and saw on all four wa ll s a row of hrun ken human head wit h long hair . My host s:iw m tunned look and aid: 'Those head a re from our enemy tribe the Chocas. Look. the are over there. You mu t not go there. They are very bad. They will kill you.' " After dinner my ho t howed me the border of their territory and poked in the ground on the other side of the fence with a stick to look for boobie traps. Suddenl y an arrow as thick a my arm a nd wi th bl ack poi on on the end hot from a tree into the grou nd. It was one of their trap . 
"That evenin g I lept in a hammock outside my host's hou e. J did not sleep much. I wa terrified. When light came and I could ee my boat agai n I felt better. " My ho t came wi th me on boa rd to help me through the entrence. 'When I sa y now, you turn the engine on as hard ahead a y<rn can.' he said. 
"Then we were lifted hi gh on top of a wave. ' ow,' said the Indian, and A tom was thrown into the air, to land afe ly on the other side. M y host got in h is canoe and on the hore were man y Indians wavi ng goodbye. "When I ca me below I found the bunks covered with frui t, and there wa moked fi h in the ink . " In Pana ma they a ked me where I got a ll that from and I replied that I had been in the bay of D arian , they nearly died! " 

"My most grue ome ex perience I had last Jul y, when I ra n aground on a reef in the Torre Strait. Tt happened during the night. The boat was high and dry and when it got light I walked on the reef. 
" I found the wreck of a boat. It must have been very old as it was under water and had all opened up. To my horror, it was full of keleton , a nd skull s and human bones were spread all over. To th ink th at my fa te would be the same made it even more depressing. "High tide wa at midnight and, to my great del ight, I managed to get her a float." 
Jean Gau is planni ng to tay in Durban for two months. After he has worked hi six months in New York to get hi pen ion, he will ail to France where he wants to edit his book. 
When he gets there he will have done nine ingle-handed cros ings of the Atlantic- urely an unbeatable record, set by a hort, thin man who is no doubt the most intere ting per onality to ail into South African water . His great gift for retelling his adventure should make y acht men all over the world look fo rward to his book. 
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With Frank Casper at the helm , the 30-ft . cutter Elsie sails into Durban from t he high seas. Another variant on the Norwegian double-ender type ... 

A OTH ER intere ting yachtsman ailed into D urban harbour on October 3, Frank aspe r from Florida, U.S.A. who has been working hi 30-ft. cutter Elsie round the world ince December 1963. 
"On December 17 , 1963 I tarted off on my trip around the wor ld . I ar rived at the Pana ma anal at the time of the a nti -American riots. l had expected to buy food he re for my Paci fi c run but was una ble to do o. I left a nyway , but not befo re one reall y frightening ex perien ce. 
" One or two Americans were hot every night. The oldier had told us not to leave the America n zone. " I did leaYe the zone, to buy supplie , and went into Pana ma ci ty. I wa in a very crowded street. Suddenl y there was a big noi e. I looked back to see 15 to 20 men runnin g tra igh t at me waving a nd houting. Bo I thought , th is is it ... 
"They rushed up to me a nd . . . you forgot your change, they bell owed . 
"Then , 4.800 mile later at Nuka H iva in French Polenesia , picture my amazement when here , on thi remote tropical i land , I was greeted by a N ative in an outrigger canoe and presented with a printed paper ! 'Jn­struction to visiting yacht men.' 
" J carried on to T a hiti . Since they made this the French missile headqua rte r the island has changed tremendously. "Then to Bora Bora a nd Ra rato nga , south-west of T a hiti where the fa mous Yankee went aground while I was there. " In October 1964 I arrived in New Zealand, whe ~e I tayed fo r more than ha lf a y ar before continuing to Port Mo rseby, New Guinea a nd then Thur day Island . " I really enjoyed the 2,800 mile to ocos after that. The wind moaned all day and night. Most of the time I carried just a storm try ail. It took me 24 days. "Cocos wa another i land that a mazed me. I had only ju t a nchored in the lagoon, when a motorboat came out to me and J wa invited to come ashore to have a barbe­que steak dinner and hot and cold showers. " I was even more urpri ed when I wa handed a tape recorder for a tory fo r United Pres , after the dinner. "The 2,400 mile from ocos to Mauritiu took me ju t 20 day , the boat just flew along.'' 
ix weeks in Mauri tius, a nd then a 18-day passage to Durban . 

"Where I am going now? I have no definite plan - I may tay a whi le in the West Jodie before I go back to the tale ." : : 
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OFFSHORE SPEED . • • 
(Continued from page 19) 

from the conventional. . It will be a ppreciated that these very fast boat with ingle hulls are becoming a b it of a problem. from the tability point of view, ince they have a pla mng urface mea ured in ones rather than tens of quare feet at full throttle. A trong cros wind can cau e havoc-and ooner or later the fact will have to be faced that the day of the ingle hull for this type of work is over., . . This will be even more the case 1f speed nse still farther. 
A cata maran may be the answer, if the tru tural prob­lem can be olved . In thi connection a picture is r~pro· duced of a little ca tamaran built in America and designed by her owner H . T. White, in conjunction with MacLear and H arris th~ New York naval architect . This is a proto· type of a 24-footer and was built a the ultimate in rough weather boats. . In this role it has proved mo t succes fut and 0ough it tremendou deadri e, 65 deg. at the bow droppmg to . 3 deg. at the transom, make it an ineffici.ent planing machme, it would eem that a bit of com prom1 e between the con· flicting requirement of bein~ good in ~ad weather and being fa t can lead to omethmg ~o~hwh11e. In the e article o n the Admirals up and now the Powerboat Race (a nd incidentally there are ome half:a­dozen smalle r motor boat race during the eason a.ll with good cash pri zes) it may eem. th at 1 hav~ been flo ggmg the theme of South African trymg somethmg unu ual rather hard. This is deliberate, I fear , be au e a breakaw Y from the conventional i most likel y to occur omewhe re where owners are not bra inwa hed into the common place by eeing dozen of imilar boats. . There i a great tendency to believe that becau e a hu ndred people do a thing one way it mu t be the onl y way to do it. That i dang~rou non e~ e. . There is money- most 1mportant- 1.n outh . Africa and plenty of talent and imagination. All 1t need 1s ome one to harnes the three and the world would ~eat a path to Cape Town, or Durban, or wherever you like to tep on the band waggon. 

S. Africans at Torquay 
BY BIAN A LAV IES 

N
OW South Africa i going to have her own fir t. lonw distance off-shore powerboat race on Ap nl 6, 1t will be particul arly interesting to hea r the comments ~f two South Africans from the powerboat wo~ld after their return from the recent Torquay· owes R ace m England . They a re Ted Caulley, manager of the Johan ne burg 

These days water intakes are sited. on the shaft. brackets: writ~s John Teale--and generally only a single rudder 1s us~d with twin propellers. A transom flap can be seen on the centreline. 

Ivan Tannenbaum of South Africa, with Bryan Day of London f? r whom he was co-driver-navigator in the Cowes-Torquay race in their Blue Marl in (see report). 

boatbuilding firm Seven eas Crui er (Pty.) L:td., and Ivan Tannenbaum a member o( the atal Aquatic and Power Boa t lub, the S.A. Powerboat A ociation and th~ Bluff Yacht lub, who finished econd in the 1964 200-mile race on Loch Vaal (75 h .p. outboard class). 
Ivan Tannenba um was a co-driver-navigator in. the To:­quay- owe Race on a 22-ft. ("':'a terline) Cohn Mudie cabin crui er Blue Marlin . fitted with twm 181 h.p. die el engines belonging to D . B. D ay of London. . Alth~ugh not among the winner they mana~ed to fim. h the race, which onl y 26 out of 53 did , o th1 was quite omething ! 
"The race instigated by Sir Max Aitken , owner of Beaverbrook ew paper Ltd ., five years ago ha now be· come the world' premier off- hore powerboat race and attra t more entries each year," ai~ !van ~annenbaum. ' 'The winner wa Miami boatbutld~r Dick Bert~am driving Brave M o ppie.. hi. own d~s1gn 31-(t. ru1ser powered by twin D etroit diesel. totalhng 1,100 b.~ . p . He covered the 198-mile course 10 4 hour 58 .mmute -the fir t time die el power ever produced a wmner. He averaged 40 m.p.h. and reached speed of 60 m.p.h. "Thundering not far behind wa Tlw11derbird, owned and driven by Merrick Lewis, al o of the U .S .. A. The Gardi:ier brother . of the U.K. , driving Surfury, th.e1r 29-(t. w.aterhne entry and powered by twin D aytona die el~ totalling 850 b.h.p '. careered their way into third pla e m 5 hour 19 minute . . " Bertram, a hrewd and ingenious entran~ for many prize categories, ca rried away prize and troph1e worth a bout £3.000. 
" It wa my first experience of riding on and han.dling a powerboat of such comparati".ely i:nall proportions at maximum speed in a force 6 wmd , with the w3:ves reach· ing up to 10 ft. high . But the thrill of the experienc:e corn· pen ated for the dangers a n.d hard hip involved, particula.rl y when out of ight of land m Lyme Ba for about 40 mile and the ea was at it worst. . . "Compa se and chart had to be relied on, otherw1 e-outh America! . . After the event, Iva n wa presented with a plaque by 1r Max Aitken the sponsor. . "The interest in the race wa tremendou , the chff wc:re black with pecta tors, and maps were handed out with time so that peo ple knew exactl y where to g~ .. " I was amazed at the courage of the B:1t1 h and the Americans for ta king uch small craft out m uch rough 

eas. d I "The winning boat was worth R40,000 an evera other were wo rth even more." . The way in which the Cowe .-Torqua ~ race wa orgam ed wa tremendou . " ommentaries, for mstance. One corn· mentator wa in owes and one ii:i Torquay. !hen there were 20 unit of the civi l defence 1gnal team m boat or on hore point . There were loud peaker all along the oa t. 
(Continued on pag~ 45) 
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