
When the load is heavy make light of it I 

illteX gives your engine an extra 
power-thrust w.ti~n .. Y.QU .. ne~d . ..i.t 

From your first tankful of 

Caltex Aero-Methyl you'll feel it­

the extra power-thrust a car 

needs for acceleration . 

Power for livelier getaway. 

Power for sate and sure overtaking . 

Power for confident hill climbing . 

Power when you need it! Travel the CALTEXway! 
Fill up with Caltex Aero -Methyl today ! 

CALTEX AERO·M THYL SUPREME 
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DU RI G the pa t month. Tran vaal wind have been 
fre her than yachtsmen ca n remember for many ) e~rs. 
Every week -end there have been report of cap 1zes 

and broken gear coming in. 

14-Foot and Under Regatta at F lorida Yacht Club 
T he mall boa t regatta which i now an ann ual event 

at Florida Yacht lub wa held th i yea r over the week­
end of ovember 13- 14 and N ovember 20-2 1. The en tr; 
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+ 
I . A mixed fleet getting under way before the first race at Florida . 

2. Keeping warm under the bridge at Florida- left to right : Bob and Pam Kay , 

Denise Bennington, Mary Holt , Mrs Henly and family . 

). F. Grace and crew battling with their Cygnet Dot's centreboard which would 

not go down . 

4 . E. Boron and crew with Cygnet Benachie, looking a bit worried. 

S. M. Whittiu and crew jilling along in the Dabchick Wanderer . 

6. Peter Mitchell and crew looking a spot precarious on the Dabchick Hamba· 

gahle. 

1 . J. Geekie and crew bowling along in their Enterprise C Gull. They a,.e from 
Murray Park Yacht Club, Springs . 

8 . Dave Bulloch and crew sailing the Enterprise Eddy . 

9 . Hellmut Stauch and John Stern sailing Tosca Stauch's Enterprise Blue Jay 

with his accustomed verve . 

10. Brian Metcalfe and Al Leenstra , who this time had the edge on the Old Haste-;. : 

11 . Peter Buckley and Angus Currie righting the capsized Enterprise Peshara . 

Photos : Dawn Passet 

(Continued on palie 28) 
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thi time consisted of 20 Enterpri es. 19 Sprog , 7 ygnets, 
7 Graduates, 6 O.K . dinghie and 5 'O' las boat con i t­
ing of Solo and Fl ying Junior totalling in all 64 boat . 

This is not a man y as last years ' entry, when there were 
more than 80 boats. Unfortunately a number of Sprog 
kipper ignored the T.P.S.A. calendar and went off to 

sail at the Unikor lub near Evander in the Ea tern 
Transvaal. 

The b~idge at the Regatta was once again run by Sand y 
Goldie and his Florida helper and , as can be expected , 
the Bridge ran like clockwork . 

Wind over the whole of the fir t week-end was heav}' 
and it was overcast most of the time when it was not 
raining. The wind came from an unu ual direction for 
Florida- S.E. to E.. and the result wa that rather an 
interesting cour e with ix jibe wa sailed. 

Sailing is always good from a spectator's point of view 
al Florida as yachts are alwa ys in sight. To make thing 
even more interesting for them. a running commentary 
over a public addres system is given to them all the time. 
This is certainl y an excellent wa y of letting everyone 
learn who is who. 

Because of the rain, rugs , raincoats and waterproof were 
very much in evidence. 

The Saturday morning's tune-up race had the heavie t 
wind of the week-end , with wind blowing up to 25 mile 
an hour. The result wa that onl y one-third of the fleet 
finished. Most of tho e who retired. did o after man y 
capsizes. 

A feature of the regatta wa the fact that Hellmut 
tauch entered, ailing his new Enterpri e Blue Jay with 

his usual Flying Dutchman crew John Stern . Brian Met­
calfe and Al Leen lra (crew) borrowed Kittiwake from Han 
Beenhakker. lt was a constant battle for the lead between 
the e skippers and Dick Aird. who is the present Trans­
vaal Enterprise champion. Dick Aird. ailing his boat 
Aeolus, has made a spectacular improvement in perform­
a nce over the pa t few months. Deni e Bennington wa 
not crewing for her hu band Tony in the heavy weather­
her place was taken by Nigel Grace. Ton y ha not been 
ailing a well a in the past and has had a number of bad 
tart . 

With the heavy wather there were ome unusual gear 
fa ilure . John U her, ailing hi father's boat. broke their 
rudder in the tune-up race and the centre board in the fir t 
race. He also had mast-step trouble. 

Jack Steenstra in his Graduate Goblin also broke a 
entre-board. ln the se ond race there wa an unfortunate 

accident when John Flock in hi Enterprise V y lrilda , of the 
Pretoria Sailing lub. had just started . A Gradua te had ju t 
rounded the sta rt which wa also a mark in the course 
and the boom of this boat Kurumidza sailed by D. 
Howard-Baker, struck John Flock on the head gashing 
him rather badly and covering him with blood . He wa 
TU hed to the Di covery Hospital where he had to have 

titche . 
The results of the first week-end of the Florida Regatta 

were : 
Enterprises : I. Kittiwake, B. Metcalfe, Aeolus, D. Aird (tied) ; 3. Elsie, 

A . Bennington ; 4. Blue Jay , H. Stauch . 
Sprogs: I . S canty , G. Harrowsmith, Sizzle 11, D. McKerchar (tied) ; 3. oig-

J1ee. J . Roux ; 4. anso ,•ino, T. Deverson. 
Cygnets: I. Benachie. Liz Barron; 2. Shaynoo, H . Lund. 
Graduates : I. Glofly , R. Briggs ; 2. K11rumidza, D. Howard-Baker. 
O.K. Dinghies: I. Cherokee, R . orthgrave; 2. Bokmakirie, A. Foden . 
Dabchicks: I. Humba Khale, P. Mitchell ; 2. Debbie, A. Ford . 

New Water Sport Organisation 
Yachstmen were pleased to hear in the past i sue of 

S.A. Yachting that a new body ha been formed , namely 
The South African Federation of Aquatic ports. This 
Federation represent .A.Y.R.A. , the Power Boat Associa-

1ion, the Water Skier Association, The Canoe Federation, 
the South African Amateur Rowing Union. 
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Transvaal Yachting Personalities, No 4 

MARION DAV IE ha been a keen ya ht woman fo r 
more than even years now. her home club being Vic­
toria Lake. he tarted ailing with her brother Brian 

Metcalfe the Fl ying Dutchman skipper who recent! ~ 
represent~d South Africa in the World Champion hips, in 
a nondescript boat and then crewed on a Sprog for a 
number of year ( ee informal picture above.) 

Her first Sprog wa 111001/rie and it was in thi dinghy 
that she first showed the men what she could do. Although 
she ha not a yet won an y big events, she alway appear 
well up in the placing . he old this boat after two year 
and i presently ailing a new prog called Smooclrie. 

Ever since she has been kippering she ha been fortunate 
enough to have Gail Bolton a crew. . 

Marion lives in Benoni and teache science at the 
Benoni High chool. Apart from sailing he also play 
tenni . When Marion got married , she persuaded her hus­
band Ernie to exchange hi Finn for a prog and they 
now both skipper progs. 

D awn Passe!. 

It will permit better Iiai on between organisations, en ­
abling senior representatives to get together to deal effec­
tively with problems and differences. 

Another advantage is that porting bodie an now 
effectivel y negotiate with the Government regarding the 
Use of water-storage dam for water sport in view of recent 
legi lation . 

lt wa on the initiative of .A.Y.R.A. and the Power 
Boat Association that this new bod y was formed . They 
have had their first meeting and Don Ord i the president 
with Monty Tolkin. of the Power Boat A ociation , a 
chairman. Selwyn Tucker is ecretary. 

American Skipper fo r Nationals 
Discussions between cla association and .A.Y.R.A. 

have been taking pl ace regarding the invitation of another 
top oversea yachtsman to sail in South Africa. It will be 
recalled that since we have not been allowed to take part 
in the Olympics money which would have been used to 
end kippers over is now being u ed to bring top over ea 

skiopers to sail in outh Africa from time to time. 
Peter Barrett, the American Finn Silver Medallist at the 

Tokyo Game , ha accepted S.A.Y.R.A. ' invitation to com­
(Continued on page 30) 
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7 rum ways to keep you cool all Summer ! 
1 Pink Frozen Daiq uiri. T a ke s ix 
p;trls o f H d Heart Hum. two pa rt s 
of Lime .J ui C'o a nd one pa r t o f <.:re­
nudin e. Shake, shi\·er and shout 
while mixing the whole lot with 
fi nch • s ha ved iC'e. Pour without 
s trni

0

ning into C' hamragne g lass;; 
a nd ser ve with cut hort s trawf; . 

2 Blossom. pring may ha ve co m 
nnd gon but h ere's a Bio. som to 
k ep yo u fee ling as fresh a.' a da i:;y. 
Simpl y mix s ix r a rts of Red .Hear t 
Hum with two pa rts of Lime Juic-e 
a nd on pa rt o f Pineapple .Juice . 
8hak w it h ice a nd serve in long 
g la. , and go s low! 

3 Van illa Lollipop. Put a Yanill a 
bea n in a bottle f R ed H eart Hum 
a nd I ti t tancl for a da y. N ex t d ay 
i · Lollipop Day-yo u put a twi. t o f 
L ime p e l an I a po n of sugar in to 

n >' mall cha mpagne g la ss >1 nd fill up 
\\"it h cru hed iC'e . Tri c• kle in th 
\·anilla fla\·our cl Red Hearl H11m. 

4 Short Fat Sam. Tak t hr e parts 
of J{ ed Heart Rum, o ne pa.rt lt a li;tn 
\ 'ermout h a nd mi x we ll. fl tirring 
with ice. , "er ve in n fi hor t fat, g lass 
a nd sha ke in a da h o f bitt rs. Put 
in a. liver of L m on p I fo r ffect. 

5 Long Tall Sally. Tak thr parts 
of Heel H a rt Hum, t hree parts of 
Apricot cordia l, t wo pa rts of Lim 
.Juice a nd one part o f Hugar , 'yrup. 
f-ih a ke well \Yilh ice a nd ·er ve in a 
long , ta lJ g las uitable fo r a L ong 
Tall ally. 

6 Colombo Cloudcl ipper. lt may 
be cockta ils in Karachi bu t t he jet 
set are ipping loucl clip pers over 
C lombo . N o need to take off t o 
drink one -ju t mix three pa rts o f 
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Hod 1-IPart Hum wilh one pa rt of 
um;weelened Pineapple .J ui c- a nd 
a dd Hugar :-;y rup to tnfit e. :-iha k 
with ice, fas ten Rafel y b lls a1 cl 
serve. 

7 lf none o f the a bove g ives you 
t he co I in g effect yo u ne d, we 
.· ugg st that yo u many an E. kimo 
a nd run a way to Ba flln 13a y . There 
t he a \·era e Rumm r t em ­
pera ture i cool e noug h for 
penguins a nd pola r bears 
a nd you ' ll only have th 
pro blem of ke ping warm. 
F or that we s uggest .vou 
take a bottle o f ·trong, 
warming H eel Heart Hum 
-along with so m wa rming 
recipes! 

Red Heart Rum 
LS2363/1 
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pete in the ational at aldanha from January 17-22. He 
i expected to arrive in outh Africa on January 12 and 
will pend two or three day at aldanha Bay before the 
regatta commences. .A.Y.R.A. is making available to him 
a brand new fibregla s Finn loaned by a ape boat builder. 

After the regatta it i planned that he will visit the 
Kruger ational Park before returning to the tale on 
January 29. 

F lorian M ilachowsky 
It was a great hock to all yacht men to hear of the 

udden passing awa y of Florian M ilachowsky on aturday 
November 13 after a minor operation on hi no e. Florian , 
who wa 48, wa an extreme!}' keen yacht man . He ailed 
a Spearhead for man y year at Florida Yach t lub and up 
till the time of hi dea th he had been ailing a Fl ying 
Dutchman and Finn at Transvaal Yacht tub. 

There were few regattas which Florian did not attend . 
The death of uch a keen and enthu ia tic yacht man i 

a big los to yachting circle . He leaves hi wife Yvonne 
and on Geoffrey. Yvonne wrote thi column for ome 
time. Our deepe t ympathy i with his famil y. 

People I meet on the water . . . 

BERT TAYLOR. There i not one yacht man in Durban 
who has not heard of him . And it is no wonder- thi 
friendl y man . always with a read y mile for every­

one. and going into hi fortieth year of judging- that the 
atal Yachting As ociation decided at their late t meeting 

to present him with a tal olour . 
Bert started learning to ail in 1923 in a 20-ft. cow on 

Germi ton Lake. He came to Durban in 1923 and ailed 
for the following two years in a Goodricke dingh y. 

When a kin di ea e 
5topped him from ailing. 
Bert' love for the port 
made hi m take an active 
part in bridge work . He be­
came an assistant judge in 
1926 when he wa 25 year 
old. and judge a year later. 

"Things have changed a 
lot ince those day ," said 
Bert. "We u ed to judge from 
a boat on the channel. We 
u ed a judge' box for cer­
tain winds which was a ix­
foot square on four pole , 
lightly to the side of where 

the mole i now. 
•·And, of cour e. there 

were not o many boat . 
When 1 tarted judging 
there were only 35 boat in 
all. The largest number I 
have judged were 111 boat 
last Easter. 

"Jn the old day we also u ed to race more at the Island. 
where the water was much deeper than it i now. The 
Jon on Cup Race, for instance, u ed to be tarted from 
the jetty of the P. Y.C. ite there. 
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"The mo t amazing weather change ha ppened du ring a 
race 15 year ago. We tarted in a flat ca lm, but with in five 
minutes a gale prang up which capsized each of the 45 
craft taking part. 

''They were just wiped off the bay. 
' ·Judging i not completel y without haza rd . either. It 

was during a big regatta in 1939. in the heat of the tart. 
The gun had been placed on a eat in the boat. It fell on 
the floor when the boat rocked. went off and shot straigh t 
through my knee. I wa in ho pita! for two month . 

"But a ltogether it has been really plea an t. I have en­
joyed judging and, if I had my time over, I would do it 
again!" 

Double Novelty ... 

THE Royal atal Yacht Club and the Point Yacht tub 
have each come up wi th a novelty thi ea on. 

The Point Ya ht tub. probably the first club in 
outh Africa to actively recognise the importance of fi tnes 

in racing, ha tarted a "keep fit class" for yachtsmen. 
A trained gymna tic in tructor, Mr. G. Oberhol ter. i 

taking the clas which i held at the main hall of the Point 
Yacht Club every Thur day from 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. 

The Roy.al atal Yacht Club will oon tart racing mid­
week, every Wedne day at 5.30 p.m. o entry fee are 
charged and the erie will be on a cratch ba is within each 
cla , but a handicap factor will be applied be tween the 
clas e . 

At their late t meeting the atal Yachting A ociation 
decided to grant atal colour to the following yacht men : 
Wilfrid Hancock , yril Warne, Arthur Courtman, Joe 
Phillip and Bert Taylor, who i now entering hi fortieth 
uccessi' e yea r a judge. 

Natal tie . which are given to people who have done 
elfless administrative work for yachting, will be presented 

to Jack Finla y on and Snook Oram. 

Henley Midmar ... 

THE Henley Midmar Yacht Club reports that their 
bridge is now being rung with great preci ion , follow­
ing the example et by the panel of judge who ran 

the Azalea regatta . 
Under guidance of G. Bompas and committee member 

in charge. Basil Hancock a permanent record i now be ­
ing kept o( the progre s of each race. boat b boat, buoy 
by buoy. It i hoped to build up a pool of kipper . 

(Continued on poge 44) 

I . Mrs. Hillary Ralph and Gerry van Weers. 
2. From left : Bob Nuttall, Johan Louter and Barry Smith. 
3. Robert Martindale with his crew Jack (right). 
4. Jack and Hermine Goldsmith one of the keenest Durban 

yachting couples. 
5. Charles Paul and his crew Gavin Brown, Enterprise sailors. 
6. Jill Buss and her skipper Ruth Liversidge (right) who sail the 

Reb Rebena , the only all-woman crewed dinghy in the season 
so far . 

7. Arie Goudswaard and Pieter Hayes preparing their Sprog . 
8. Skippers Dave Cox and Tom McCrorie. 
9 . Pieter Moore (left) and his skipper Roy Simpson who bought 

the Flying Dutchman Mischief in May this year. 
10. Eddie Howard and David Hall (right) . 
11. from left : Eric Dokoupil, Ian Canning and Rob Harris. 
12 . Michael Flack (left) and Rob Lambert. 
13. Arthur Pace-Balzan and Bob Bruneau (right) . 
14. Dave West and Grant Ross. (left) . 
15. From left: Michael Crofton , Derrek Morrison and Barry Nuttall. 
16. Clive Raymond and his crew Michael Allen (right) . 
17. Geoff McCurrach and Bobbie Johnson (right) . 
18. Tony Wood (left) and his skipper Stuart Wood . 

Photos : Bianca La vies 
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more CLUB NOTES 
(Continued from page 30) 

c rew, non-sailing wives and junior who know the ropes. 
The position of permanent judge was recently given to 

Mrs. Peggy W a rren . Unfortunately the W arrens (Frank 
Warren is one of the leading harpie skippers) will be 
transferred to Cape Town in December. 

The club judge ' box is nearly fini hed. Imp rovement 
a re being pla nned to the clubhouse, including hot running 
wa ter. 

A welcome visitor to the Henley Midm ar Yacht C lub 
recently was John Sully. A one-time Sharpie skipper him­
elf. he took Charle Axelson's M erlin which i u ually 

well back) right out to the head of the fleet of 23 compe­
titor in the seventh race of the Fellowes Trophy erie . 

The club reports: " Our youn ger generation is conspicu­
ous by their a b ence lately-the students generally are high 
school ma tric ca ndid a te and busy with exa m . All junior 
event a re in the holid ay . when all i over. On the other 
hand, the 12-year-old a re giving invalua ble help in the 
c lubhou e." 

La test addition s to the fleet are: Enterpri e Eendvoel 
belonging to Mr. Ba rter. who hopes to be up to racing 
within a co uple of weeks and a pearhead M oyeni, bought 
by Michae l Ba tes, a beginner wh o ho pes to be racing by 
the next ha lf of the season. 

The expecta nt owner of the ix 505's are now receiving 
bits an d pieces of equi pment a nd there is talk a bout being 
on the water by the end of November. 

The road runnin g over the da m wall has been completed 
a nd yacht men a pproaching the da m a re treated to a most 
impre ive view. 

Zululand Yacht Club .. 

TH E Zulul and Y acht lub has again had their big 
opening week-end of the yea r- the A.G .M . followed 
b}' the prizegiving and a braai on the Saturday and the 

o penin g c ruise the following morning, with the first leg of 
the ommodore's Cup and the Doroth y Dunton Floating 
Tro phy in the a fternoon . 

At the A.G .M . D r. J a me M cCall was elected Commo­
dore for th e coming yea r. Vice- omm odore is Bill D avid-
on and Rear-Commodore for Saling is iem de Jong. The 

H on. Secretar y is Mrs. A . Hurter, the Hon . Trea urer 
Mrs. J. M . Robertson . Committee members are: J . B. Mat­
lin on. A . Haage, D . D avidson and J . M . R o bert on. 
Ha nd ica pper is Doug Pheasant a nd Mrs. S. E. de Jong i 
in charge of the hou e co mmittee. 

At the meeting it was decided that the ummer racing 
se1son will be from now until May 31 when the inter-club 
rega tta will be held . The winter eason will be durin g the 
month of Jul y. 

There will be two rega ttas during the yea r. The ummer 
regatta at the week-end of J anuary I an d 2 a nd the 
inter-club regatta two weeks after the Easter week-end. 

This wa the club's fifth ann ual meetin g. Membership 
has now ri sen to 300 member . 20 newco mers in the past 
year. 

Improvements include a face- lift to the clubhouse and a 
new judges' box. 

The latest addi tions to the fleet are two Andies, one 
belonging to John and M a ril yn Shire and the other to 
T ony and D iana Hurter. 

Ex- om modo re' wife. Mrs. D orothy Dunton. pre ented 
the prize for the yea r. The premier award of the club. 
the Commodore' Cup was won by Siem de Jong. who 
a lso won a newl y-presented troph y in the form of a yacht. 
the '· Doroth y Dunton Troph y". 
~he Finn Andersen troph_Y. for most point gained 

during the year (sta rts and finishes), went to Bill Davidson . 
The Fannin Troph y for the most im proved junior mem­
ber. wen t to Loui s Herrid ge. 

Jn the ail past the next morning 10 yachts saluted the 
new ommodore in a stron g southerly wind. Thi dropped 
to a fresh breeze by the afternoon when the first leg of 
the ommodore's Cup and the D orothy Dunton Floating 
Troph y were sailed. 
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Thirteen yachts took part and the results were: l. John 
hire, And y: 2. D . Matt ison, osmo· 3. J. M. Robertson, 

Finn. 

ECYRA-WPSA Regatta . 
EASTER- APRJL 8 TO II , 1966, AT MOSSEL BAY 

THE possi bility· of a combined rega tta between the Ea t 
Cape a nd Western Province ha often been spoken 
about a nd a t last it is ann ounced tha t this will take 

place next Ea ter at Mo el Bay. The Rega tta will in fact 
be representa tive of the whole of the a pe P rovince, if 
Kimberley comes in. a nd will be o pen to a ll lovers of ea 
raci ng from the other provinces. 

At the request of W.P.S. A. the orga nisa tion wi ll be in the 
ha nd s of E.C .Y.R.A. as W.P.S.A. ha it hands full with th e 
organisi ng of the 1966 E.C.Y.R.A. ation a l at Saldanha 
Bay. 

It is imperative that early booking of accommodat ion 
should be made, a Ea ter is a busy season along the Gar­
den Route. Yachtsmen must make the ir arrange men t direct 
with hotel s, of which there a re four licen ed ones. Grand, 
M ari ne. Park and Santo . There a re two motels, the ea­
she ll four miles o ut . and Brinkleys. eight mile out. There 
is a l o a well-appointed caravan park. 

ho uld there be a ny difficulty in o btai n ing accommoda­
tion write to Melville Stephens of the M a rine H otel , Mossel 
Bay, who will try to help. parti cul a rly with the campers. 

The Regatta will be held by the courtesy of the M o et 
Bay Y acht Club a nd will be the Provincial conte ts of ea h 
as ocia tion. R aces will be held for a ll classes a nd , as an 
in nova ti on, there will be a 16-footer contest for clas e 
other than Goodricke-Spea rhead to enable Tempo and 
Fi reballs to ta rt together. All clas e that can muster five 
entries will have a separa te sta rt. 

It sho uld be no ted that Wednesday April 6 is a Publ ic 
Holid ay; and as many yacht men will be a ble to take the 
Thu r day off. organised races will be held on the e day . Jt 
is an ti ci pa ted th a t there will be at lea t JOO boat taking 
part a nd there is no doubt that the class racing will be 
some thing to look forward to. 

The Mossel Bay Yac ht lub is next to a afe beach which 
is ideal for children. 

Entry forms a nd cour e detai ls will be sen t out la ter. but 
in the mean time you a re urged to a rrange accomm odation 
now. 

Geoff M yburgh in a pe Town. P.O. Box 1415, ha 
ag reed to look after that end a nd Tom Senn the Po rt 
Elizabeth end (P.O. Box 2077). Suggestions to make th 
rega tta a n o utstanding success will be carefull y considered . 
Write to P .O. Box 2077, Port Elizabeth. 

Our friends. Rothman have ag reed to produce a mobile 
unit for offi ce and information. etc. 

T. A. Senn, Hon. Secretary. 

East London Yacht Club ... 

THE new eason of the East Lond n Yacht Club started 
on Octo ber 17. wit h R. Vo a Commodore. L. 
Willi a ms as Vice-Commodore and B. George as Re:.ir­

o mm odore. 
Each succeedi ng week-end see more yachts on the 

wa te r. quite a la rge variety too, Flying Dutchmen, Shar­
pi.es. Win ger . Fireball , Sprog and one each Enterprise, 
Finn , 505. Extra a nd A. N . Other. 

Weather permitting, most race are ai led just out ide 
the harbour- o therwise a course i set inside. and in the 
turning basin. So far a ll three races have been ai led out-
ide, de pile heavy sea a nd a strong river curren t and 

skippers who have not yet found their ea-legs are 
having ome difficulty in gybing round one of the far buoys 
outside. An o ther factor which make racing in teresting in 
Ea t London is the u ua ll y bu y late of the harbour on 

a turda y . 
On Wednesdays. before the su ndry meetings, B. Currin 

ha been ex plaining the new sail ing rul es to interested 
members. 

In order to help fill the coffers. the ladies are erving 
!ight lunc~es or snacks after ailing on Sundays and o far 
11 1s proving popular and very convenient for those who 
usually ru h home to prepare a la rge "Sunda y" dinner. 
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East London Personalities ... 

ONE OF THE KEENEST, if not the biggest, yachting centres in 
South Africa is East London , and here are some of the East London 
Yacht Club personalities : 

Top picture-Vice Commodore L. Williams with Rusty Vos the 
Commo:lore , who is brother of the well known Port Elizabeth 
yachtsman Eric Vos. 

Next are T. Sellmeyer, of the Sailing Committee, and Q. Perry 
of the club 's General Committee. 

In the third picture are T. Boot, the yacht cl ub house manager , 
with Mrs . E. Sellmeyer. 

Lastly we have Mrs . D. Curry , the chief judge , L. Hayes, club 
secretary, and G. McMullan, who skippers the rescue craft. 

Photo;;: Errol StEin 

Imperial Yacht Club ... 

FOR the benefi t of those readers who may never have 
hea rd of the Imperial Yacht C lub , I offer a brief history 
of the club from the time of its founding. The orig~n 

dates back to 1906, when the Lake ide Boating Cl•b wa 
established with its pre mise in what mu t then have been a 
fa rmh ouse on the no rth-western corner of Zandvlei. 

Whether there wa a railwa y line there a t that time, or 
whether this was e rected ubsequcn tl y. I do not know, but 
in any event, the railwa y bridge inter <ened between the 
club:1ouse a nd the sai ling cour e. Yac ht. the1efore. were 
required to have hin ged masts. which cou ld be lowered to 
pass under the brid ge fo r racing. 

Thi must have been quite a bind , and had not World 
War I [ been the immediate cause. would no doubt have 
led to the ultimate di ba nding of the c lub in 1939 a nyway. 

Du ring the ensuing ):ears, owing to a moras of weed and 
undergrowth enveloping the waters of Za ndvlei, it beca me 
no longer practical to sai l there. {Incidentally, there is ome 
threat of thi recurrin g, and if reader have a ny suggestion 
of dealing wi th this weed growth, we will be pleased to hear 
fro m them.) 

In 1960-6 1 the vlei was dredged an d widened, with the 
re ult that a fai r stretch of a il able wa ter once more caught 
the eye of yachtsmen li ving in the vicinity, and the pos­
s ibility of re-form ing the Imperial Yacht C lub was en­
visaged. 

Thus was the old Jmperi al Yacht Cl ub resuscita ted in 
1962, the first clubhouse being a wooden frame tructure, 
once more on the north-western shore, but th i time with­
o ut a n intervening railway bridge. ( I can not imagine a Finn, 
Sprog o r Tempo with a hinged ma t.) 

It was not long before this " new" club a ttracted the 
no tice of budding yachtsmen and dingh y ai lors from all 
over the Peninsula. and a sma ll fleet of Sharpies. Finns, 

prog a nd other craft were competing in race each week­
end. The e early member were a keen group, a nd with the 
increase in the membership roll. a la rger a nd more adequate 
clubhouse beca me a necessi t y. 

Fu nds were ra ised , the boat pa rk wa en larged, and it wa 
wi th pride a nd pl easu re tha t Admira l H . H . Bie rmann wa 
invited to officially open the new clubhouse in April thi 
year. 

The present raci ng programme is well under "weigh", 
fleets of 20 to 25 yachts are not uncommon, and spectator 
a re a ble to enjoy the thrill s and " spills" of the race, while 
picnicking in the shade of the tree on the grassy banks 
bordering the water. Jn fact. spectato r have been seen to 
sca tter at the alarming ight of a Tempo un ucce sfully 
a ttempting a fl yi ng G ybe a t a leewa rd ma rk 20 ft. from the 
bank. 

The ocial act ivities of the club a re well ca tered for by 
the Entertain men t Committee-a "Turn-about" dance, 
Guy Fawke evening, and lectures on sai ling tactics, and 
first a id, being ga therings enjoyed by member recentl y. 

Durin g the coming holid ay ea on large number of up­
country holiday-makers a re expected at the a pe, and tho e 
of the yachting fraternity caring to introduce themselve , 
a re cordi all y invited to visit the Jmperial Y acht C lub. where 
they will be m ost welcome. 

OFFSHORE SPEED 
(Continued from page 39) 

" Now J have een this race T am doubting whether we in 
South Africa wou ld be well equi pped enough to run a race 
on that a me scale. Particularly, pectator interest would be 
most important a nd I would uggest a st retch of coast 
from Port Elizabeth to East London wi th good hotel on 
either end. " 

Ill the m eantime, of co urse. the False Bay R ace i11 
April is at the quietest time of the year in Cape waters 
a11d will 11 01 be much more 1ha11 60 miles, across the Ba r 
fro m Si111011stow11 to Gordon's Bay a11d back. Man · Pe11-
i11s11/a pilots have a great deaf of swell-bashing in small 
fast n111abo11 ts.-Ed. :: 
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