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took advantage of making the rudder and tiller in two 
halve~ out of reinforced plastic so that I could put the rud­
der pintles inside the rudder during a sembly. I decided to 
make the tiller extension elastic o that it would never 
break. And because the tiller extension is flexible 1 am 
able to use only a single screw to fix it instead of' a uni­
versal swivel joint. 

All this saves money a well as weight. 

The Ideas Behind the Class 

1 ~ecided to make. the boat with aluminium spars so 
that It would be possible to tune every single boat to be 
exactly the same. I have tried four different standard sec­
tions on the single-handed version and many different 
arrangements of rigging. ' 
. My idea with this cla s i that 1 should tune it so that it 
1 _ so fast that it must be very near to the maximum pos­
sible speed. No one would be able to make it appreciably 
faster and therefore 1 am able to produce an absolute 
standard set of gear and only this gear is allowed to be 
used with the boat. 

lt is not necessary, and indeed it will not be allowed to 
use any other type of gear-and there will be no n~ed 
sin~e _the boat will go almost no fa ter what ever you do. 
This 1s the only way to make the cheapest possible racing 
boat. I_t seems to me that the existing boats are terribly 
expensive, and the Trapez series will be amazing value 
for money in comparison. 

When I saw how effective was the hull as a single-hander 
T decided also to try it out as a two-man boat. And then I 
thought that _if a single~handed helmsman can tay on a 
trapeze on this boat easily, why not try it with the helms­
man and the crew of a two-man version on trapezes in 
strong winds. 

I tried it like this and found it tremendously fast in 
strong winds. 

I decide~, with the two-man version, not to use a spin­
~aker but_ instead_ to boom out the genoa. This is because 
1f you hoist a spinnaker you are unable to use the genoa 
effectively on a dead run. 

On a reach you do not need a spinnaker because the 
boat travels so fast, and the apparent wind comes so far 
forward immediately. 

I made six boats for test purposes and to tart with I 
broke a large number of things on the' boat because' 1 
wanted _to see how light I could make every part without 
1t breakmg. This was the only way to be certain that 1 was 
not putting a lot of unnecessary weight in places where it 
was not needed. 

Mo~lding the hu)l, the centre board and the rudder is a 
very simple operation but in most boats it costs a great 
deal of money to fit the hull out. Therefore I have re­
duc_ed. the number of fittings to the absolute minimum by 
designing the whole boat to eliminate fittings and hand 
work. 

Beca~se the weight of the hull is also 85 kilos I found 
that u ing a trailer was unnecessary and it is easily possible 
for two men or even for one man to put it on the roof of 
any car. I have designed a special roof rack. 

After having made these two classes for experts I thought 
that 1t was rather a shame that the average dinghy racer 
~ould be unable to take advantage of _such cheap and 
simple classes. I decided also to make versions with smaller 
sail areas of b~th the single-hander and the two-man boat. 

It can be s~1d that the smaller version of each type is a 
very good trainer for the senior version, and both are also 
extremely fast and exciting to sail. 

All four versions need different masts and sails but they 
all have thC? sa~e boom. However, the hull and fittings are 
absolutely 1dent1cal for all four versions. 

Another idea was that I wanted new owners of any of 
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these versions to join the class without wasting a lot of 
time tuning the boat. I wanted to be able to sell the boats 
absolutely fully tuned. This is really the only way to 
obtain fair racing. 

In other words it will be the same as the rules for the 
Olympic Single-handed Class as it was arranged at Tor­
quay, Helsinki, Melbourne and Naples and you cannot 
alter any part of the boat. In the Trapez Classes you will 
only be able to adjust the diamonds and the jumpers so 
that you can vary the flexibility of the rig to suit different 
weights of crew. 

The sails will be made as nearly the same as it is possible 
to make them. Each sail in each class will have a different 
sail number. Therefore when an owner enters a race he can 
enter only under one ail number and that means he can 
only use one sail. ' 

This will help to reduce th_e costs of keeping a top racing 
boat, both becau e 1t will discourage owners from owning 
more than one sail and also because l can make the sails 
much cheaper if l can put the sail numbers on to the sail 
while it is being made and I can then ship sails anywhere 
in advance. At the same time any number of sails can be 
kept in tock, and they can be delivered from stock. 

. Jn o_ther wo~ds_ an o~ner need only buy a new sail when 
h1~ existing. sail 1s getting too old. The main idea of this 
sail policy 1s to reduce costs and to simplify racing and 
control. 

Another idea is that club and associations can own hulls 
and not be afraid that they will become out-of-date or b~ 
non-competitive, beca_u e they are all ab olutely identical. 
The only problems with these classes for the owner will be 
the handling of the boats on the water and the tactics 
during the race and this will make the racing in these 
classes the most enjoyable possible. I feel that the enjoy­
ment of a race should not depend on having to spend a 
lot of money and also spending a lot of time tuning a 
boat. 

The Control of the Boats 

The hulls will be made in various places in the world 
but the bui_lders will be licensed by the class organisation. 
The sails will all be made by one sail maker and the fittings 
and spars will all be made by one factory. My factory 
will make the moulds for the hull and the rudder and 
centre. board and these will be lent to the licensed builders 
in var10us parts of the world. 

Therefore if the quality and the price of the hull is not 
satisfactory, J can ask for the moulds back and lend them 
to another uitable builder. 

The class organisation will look after the promotion 
of the class and will also take care of the main area cham­
pionships, and in every way possible they will try to make 
the cla_ss a really exciting one to join. The class organisa­
t10n will control all four ver ions of this boat. 

The hull does not have to be measured because the 
shape is rigi_dly controlled by the moulds and the method 
of construction. and you can easily see with your eye if 
someone has tned to change anything. 

The reason why I am sure that all the boats will be 
exactly the same shape is becau e a dry deck i fitted into 
a wet. hull while the hull skin is still in the building mould. 
In this way the whole rigid hull is removed from the 
mo_uld after it is completely assembled. Lead corrector 
weights of about 3 kgs. are built into the hull originally 
and these can be gradually removed as the boat takes up 
weight. _Therefore the hulls can always remain exactly on 
the minimum weight. 

'"!'he only control to be made at a regatta is the t0tal 
we1g_ht of the hull and gear. The sails will be sewn with a 
special coloured thread so that it will be easy to see if they 
have been altered. 

It will be_ possible for an owner to complain to the 
qas~ Organisation 1f he finds that any part of his boat 
1s ~1fferent from any. one else's. The owner will have to 
claim ~rst via h1~ ~at1onal Secretary and if he is not satis­
fied with the dec1s10n then he can have his case sent to the 
lnternauonal Class Claims Committee via the General 
Secretanat. 

To form a class organisation so that I was sure that it 

(Continued on poge 45) 

SOUTH AFRICAN YACHTING: October, 1965 

Once again there was ten-knot planing by the Royal Cape One­
designs, which dominated this years Dassen Island Race. 

Above: Ken Warr's Schatzi slices over the top of one of the big 
swells, setting her storm jib (by the foot) under the chute. 

Right: Monie Salamon and Gordon Burn Wood, who drove Cirrus 
to the limit, but were narrowly beaten by redoubtable Zeeslang. 

Photos: Eckhard Kramer 

ROY AL Cape Yacht Club's annual race to Dassen 
Island and back started this year at 1500 hours on 
September 4. There were J 5 tarters out of the 18 

entries. one of the biggest fleets for an ocean race ever 
een in this country. Turning mark this year was the yacht 

Chycaro11, moored half a mile to the east of the island. 
thus avoiding some of the confusion of the past when 
yachts were required to turn on a bearing. 

At the start there wa a light south-easier blowing and 
the majority of the fleet edged across the line of the wind 
towards Blouberg. A few, however, headed out to sea, and 
this paid when they met a fresh westerly blowing outside. 

With the exception of Zees/ang (C. Leih) all the yachts 
made for the inside passage between Robben Island and 
the shore. and by a few miles past Robben Island the 
leader were Zees/ang (still well out to the west) and the 
three One-Des·igns, Cirrus (J. Salamon), Schatzi (K. Warr) 
and Granger (E. Kuttel). 

Spinnakers were set and with the wind at about 20 m.p.h., 
with a short steep south-westerly sea running the yachts 
had an exhilirating and sizzling race. The wind later swung 
to the south, making it a dead beat home. 

Several yachts had gear trouble, but the leaders rounded 
the mark closely bunched at nightfall, just over four hours 
after the start for ± 35 miles-a fair pace! 

The beat home was long, wet and decidedly uncomfort­
able. Here Ma/gas (E. Juriaans) came into her own, as she 
had on the windward leg of the past Gansbaai race, and 
made up time on the other . 

The Slang had a good lift close inshore and finally 
crossed the line first. with a large lead of J hr. 36 min. 
ahead of Ma/gas, with the next six places all taken by 
One Designs. Once again Melody (D. Price) proved her 
worth. finishing some three hours ahead of the first Protea, 
Giselle (G. Baigrie). Jt certainly was not pleasant weather 
for Proteas! 

All in all, though, this was a most enjoyable race. and 
one that will be long remembered for that fantastic down­
wind leg. particularly among the One Designs. 
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