
YACHTING is one of the things human beings don' t 
have to do to keep alive- like growing wheat, catching 
fish and o on. We do it for pleasure, and out of 

re !?eel for what it means and for its a ociations. Yacht 
racmg i full of the e omewhat artificial traditions which 
are there to make the game more difficult, colourful and, 
therefore , rewarding. 

One of the olde t tradition of yacht racing is the start­
ing gun. It is an effective tool for the job, but of course 
its real associations go back to the time when ships went 
out to sea and, with their gun , kept the enemy at bay 
and the national honour high. 

It i one of the mo t fundamental symbols in the 
pract ice of hip and smallboat handling. 

Here again, we don't need to have a real gun. We could 
u e a Chinese thunderfla h from la t year' Guy Fawkes 
Night or, for that matter, one of tho e acetylene-ga 
"baboon bangers" Magalie berg farmers sometimes et up 
in their mealie fields and orchards. 

M o t yacht clubs make their ound ignal with an old 
double-barrelled shotgun, with a sawn-off end to increase 
the noi e. But there i only one really atisfactory thing 
for the job- and that i a real hip's gun, preferably one 
of those that men used when ailing was one of the most 
re pected and demanding art in the world. 

T he little quarter-scale model of a British ninepounder 
hown on the oppo ite page has been pecially designed by 
.A . Y achting to do the job of the awn-off shotgun, using 

the ame box of 12-gauge blank , while at the ame time 
addin~ a bit of da h and daring to the clubhou e scene 
and tickling the imagination of the Jack Tars of dinghy­
dom. 

who have never fought a eventy four- which means us 
all, of course. 

The barrel has al o been brought back very lightly 
into the mounting to improve the stability. In a frigate or 
sloop, of cour e, it wa neces ary to have a much a 
pos ible in front of the wheel o that there wa plenty of 
busine s-end sticking out of the hips when the gunport 
were flung open. 

The tar washers are a decorative feature with a prac­
tical excuse. The edge that bites into the wood and dis­
tributes the load is far longer in a star than a circular 
wa her. One can imagine a Yankee frigate master fitting 
his guns with 'em, and he would have a very ound basis 
for hi imaginative notion . 

We did not want to clutter up the drawing with 
measurements' and di tance lines with arrowheads, but then; 
is a cale in the middle, and the eighth on the transverse 
line can be split into sixteenths quite easily. To multiply 
the detail drawings would also have been simply boring. 
Anyone with ordinary avvy can ee what i needed to 
finish off the whole affair without chool-marm instruc­
tions. 

However a few thing ought to be pointed out. The 
chamber of a 12-bore hotgun is 0.731 in. , the bore of the 
barrel 0.72 in. The chamber should be a full 2t in. long. 

Thi is a noi e maker and an imaginat ion-tickler, how­
ever, not a gun, o you don' t have to worry about the 
bore. If you intend getting the barrel cast in iron, the 
imple t and cheape t thing is to give the foundry a piece 

of pipe with an in ide measurement of t in. This will 
make the coring of the casting easy for them and cheap 
for you. There will be almo t certainly enough hrinkage 

a brace of BANGERS 
It ha been carefull y worked out to reproduce the 

a uthentic a ppearance of one of those weapons that stuck 
their no e through the gun-ports in Nelson 's time- but 
it i not a wea pon that is going to put the local magistrate 
into a tizzy or run you foul of the law. 

It hould not co t too much to make and sensible club 
hould get two or three done at the ame time-for 

recall ignals, of course, and for decorative purpose . 
Nothing could be more stirring, for example, than the 
battery of bronze cannon that graces the water ide rampart 
m fro nt of the Royal Yacht Squadron in Cowes. 

It would be a pity if a whole lot o( yachtsmen or clubs 
all tarted building this gun separatel y, when all that is 
really required for the whole of South Africa i a ingle 
pattern for the barrel. urely somewhere we have a boating 
type with a foundry who could undertake the casting of 
barrel at ordinary trade price , and rail them round to 
\\ hoever wants them ? We should imagine that if this ba ic 
part wa easily available there would be a pretty good mar­
ket. fo r the castings from ordinary folk with romantic 
notion , as well a yacht and powerboat clubs. 

o pie o( the plan publi hed in this i ue are available 
full- . ize for 50 cent , which i the co t of printing, for 
\\Ould -be builder . 

All the metalwork in this gun could be done in bras or 
~ronze, but thi would needles ly put up the price. Cast-
1ron costs cents a pound from the foundry, bra s and 
bronze varying price up to a rand and more. The barrel. 
th~n. hould be in ea t-iron , bolts and bits and pieces in 
mi ld- tee! galvanized after ma nufacture and the wheels are 
tan~ard cast-iron item in the Forlezer and Curtiss range 

co tmg only 70 cents each. They run on t-in. axles, which 
a n ~e m.ade from ordinary reinforcing rod or bright steel 
ha fting, 1f you want to be particular. 

In the traditional ship's gun the outboard wheels were 
alway a little larger in diameter, to allow for the camber 
o f the deck, but a hore this become rather a finicky little 
detail and might even cause comment from those of us 
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to enable the chamber to be lightly turned out to size. 
The re t can be left a it come from the foundry. During 
the ea ting process the piece of pipe comes as near as 
ninepence to melting itself, in the rush of molten iron , but 
of course the foundry will have rammed it fir t with a and 
core. 

Another thing to remember about casting in that pattern 
for the sand mould must be a little bigger than the size 
you finally want. The hrinkage is plu or minus one 
eighth of an inch for each foot of length. In making the 
chamber a smal~ nick must be left on the periphery to 
allow you to ho1ck out the "empty" after firing. Alterna­
tively, you can u e a ramrod, which would be a permanent 
part of the gun's equipment. 

Now to the breech. The whole idea i to be able to load 
the gun without destroying the illu ion that it is really an 
authentic muzzle-loader. Any ingenious fellow can think 
of everal ways of achieving this , and two are shown on 
the drawing. Both breeche shown would need the wooden 
pattern for the f<?undry to be about t in . wider at the point 
on the barrel directly below the 3t -in. measurement to 
give ex.Ira metal for cutting right through the casting at 
that pomt. 

By the way, if you decide to go the whole hog and 
make a genuine muzzle-loader, using black powder, ' wads 
and so on, the correct .scale bore would be 1 J / 16 in., and 
the . ~ore would top JUSt hort of the pre ent firing pin 
position. A touch-hole would have to be drilled . 

The simple firing pin mechani m has been contrived to 
keep up this illusion that the model is an old-time weapon. 
T.he pommel (roun~ kno~ a t the back is split and ai-in. 
pm threaded . mto it. At 1t other end it has a flange to 
tak~ the pnng pre u~e ~nd .then the firing pin proper, 
which should be ? / 3f m. m diameter. It hould not strike 
deeper than 3/32 m . . mto the. percussion cap either, to avoid 
blow-back. The pnng, which is coiled round the main 

(Continued on page 29) 
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Frank Beken gave this magnificent 
shot of the South African-owned top­
sail schooner Westward to S.A. Yacht­
ing when he passed through Cape 
Town recen tly . It recalls the palmy 
days when T. B. Davis of Durban was 
the most colourful figure in the Solent 
season, and raced against King 
George Y's cutter Britannia and all the 
other "greats". Davis was, of course, 
one of the first great sponsors of the 
University of Natal. Westward was 
taken to sea and ceremoniously sunk 
after his death. 

BE I<EN 
of 

COWES 
BY FR ANK ROBB 
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THE phone rang. The aller ay : " Beken i in town." 
''What beacon ?" I a ked. "What town?' 
"Beken of owe ," a id the phone. " ape To..,,,n . In 

the Edin burgh Castle. abm A3 5." ' 
I put the phone down- ju t like tha t- and hied me to 

the Edin bttr!?h Ca tie. 
Bee.au e Frank Beken occupie a unique po it ion in the 

yachting world . Breathe there the yacht man with oul 0 
dead . .. Who never to him el f hath aid . . . Thi lovely 
photo of a yacht ... Mu t urely be a Beken hot? 

To tick-and- tring men throughout the world no ~ame 
i bet~er known, and his aP.pearance at any place where 
there. 1 enough water to sail a mC?del bring the devotee 
flocking rc~und . Hong . Kong, R10, Hamburg bicago, 
B!oemfontein , ydney- 1t make no differen e- because 
h1 a rt tran cend all language barriers. 

And o I want to tell you about Beken the man- not 
the photographer. 

I found Beken (he ha long atta ined the tatu at which 
one omits the M~ !er) having a quiet lie-down. In view 
of the fa ct that m the pa t 4 hour he had delivef'ed 
three lecture , a number of peeche had been enthu ia ti­
call y welcomed and " hown the tow~" by local yacht men 
and photographer , it is under tandable that a gentleman 
of 85 hould feel the need for a little relaxation 

J apologised conventionall y for my intru ion . ·Within 30 
econds my qualm were put at rest. Beken ha that r are 

"quality of courte y" which sweetly and ecurely hides the 
rid~le of whether you are a welcome gue t or a confounded 
nu1 ance. 

We ettled down to a gab-fe t. About boats. About 
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yachts-Candida, Rainbow, Cariad, the Endeavours and 
the " famous" yachts. About Thames barges and Brixham 
trawlers and Chinese junks. He modestly denied that he 
was a yachtsman (" . . . I used to foo tle around with 
International Fourteen ") which 1 su pect to be some­
what less than the truth . 

Of Britannia he aid simply, "When they towed her out 
fo r the inking- I wept." 

We paged through a whole sheaf- 60? , 70?, 80? f 
Beken's be t photographs. lingering over thi one or that 
one di cu sing technicalitie and personalitie - Lipton , 
George V, Uffa Fox. the Duke (" ... as human as you or 
I"*) and a host of others. 

I saw photographs of his delightful hou e at Cowes, 
overlooking the yacht anchorage, and he told me how 
hi bu ines had been smashed by the two War and of 
hi struggle to re-build it. Also that one of hi three sons 
was fo llowing in fa ther's footstep - the firm i now "Beken 
and Son". 

About hi on he made one remark that T trea ure. Beken 
1 utterl y mode t about his attainment- but no real artist 
de pi e his own work. Beken is a true artist, and he let 
lip one revealing remark. After telling me how hi heart 

was wa rmed by his son joining the business, he added: " I 
think he will be even better than I am." 

This wa a quite ubcon cious revelation- but my heart 
was also wa rmed thereby. Because Beken is a dedicated 
man and- basically- he know that hi work is good. 

At 85, he is sprightl y and active. About half-way 
through the talk he aid. "You and I a re skinny fellow -
but we last longer than fat men". He added- wistfully- "! 
wi h we could pli t a bottle and talk about boats until 
un-up. But the doctor say no." 

We regarded each other with mutual compassion. lt wa 
obviou ly the occasion for a small session but- at 85 years 

the spirit wa willing (and available)- but the doctor 
wa adamant. 

I like to think that I wa a welcome guest rather than a 
confounded nui ance. because. when I was about to leave, 
Beken aid, " I would like you to have one of my photo­
graph ". 

This involved re-rifling th rough the whole fil e of pic­
tures. When , finally, I chose tl. picture of White Heather 
he chuckled and sa id . " I rather thought that you would pick 
on tha t one. Normall y l do not photograph a yacht with 
the light triking at that angle- it how up the lightest 
wrink le in the sails. But this time r was justified". 

The set of the ails is- almo !- perfection . 
Al most. When Beken autographed the photograph he 

laughe~ and aid. "When Tom Rat ey saw this picture he 
was displeased . He aid. 'Frank- I've been trying to get 
that crea e out of the foot of jibs for 20 years.'" 

The photograph wa taken a long time ago. rt now 
adorn the wall of my bed-room , and when I ari e blearily 
!n the morning and when I hit the sack at night I look at 
it. and it gi ve me plea ure. 

How many other pictures from the same tudio are 
hung on how man y thou ands of wall s as little monuments 
to the art o f Beken of Cowes? 

Oc a. ionall y more o? 

D RB yach tsmen, too. were pleasantl y urpri ed to 
meet Frank Beken during his round-Africa trip, write 
Bianca La vies. 

What made him tart on yachtin g photography? 
"A a child T lived in a hou e which ran down to the 

· olent. J-!ere, when 1 wa 14 T tarted taking picture of 
}acht wi th my box camera. I old so many print that 
oon I bought a mall launch to get a round . Then J 

needed a better ca mera." 
"l his l built my elf in 1898. Tt is made of mahogany 

- a "" hole-pl ate ca mera- and we are till using it. It has 
two handle and the huller relea e i a rubber ball held 
between the teeth which leave the hands free to hold the 
ca mera teady." 

' 'The_ mechanism is completel y enclosed and just the 
le~ ticks out. The wood is covered with canva and is 
P~ inted each year to protect it against ea water and alt 
a1r. 0 
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"This camera gives a St in. by 6t in. negative. Later we 
built an exact duplicate for a five-by-four negative that 
we u e for colour." 

He knows the South African yacht Cariad very well and 
was very surprised to hear she was in Durban . She made 
a record , he aid, by winning the Queen's Cup three times. 

Another of his surprises was the fine model of the 
schooner America in the Royal Natal Yacht Club. "How 
the dickens did it get there ?" he asked , a question which 
no one has been abl e to answer o far. :: 

YACHT CLUB 
SIGNAL 
GUN 

(Continued from 
page 23) 

part of the pin , hould be about I / 16 in. dia.meter giving 
a loading of about 12 to 15 lb. If you can achieve as much 
as I in. "travel" thi would be fine. 

Firing can be done by imply pulling and lettin g fl y the 
back hal f of the pommel , or a spacer could be inserted and 
yanked out smartl y with a lan yard . 

The pattern for the barrel is a pretty imple piece of 
wood turning, caled off the drawing. The trunnion , or 
barrel' pivot bearing. must be turned separately and care­
fully mortised into the main piece of wood . It would be 
7t in. long with pivots It in . diameter and I in. long. The 
eye for the recoil rope on the pommel would also have 
to be added , as well as the little '·fl a t" just forward of the 
breech . on top. 

Really fancy guns, of cour e, used to have two deepl y 
arched dolphin s just above the trunnions on each side of 
the barrel, to provide two more "eyes" for rope when 
sli nging the guns or otherwise manhandling them. 

The bolt , eyes and so on are all made from ordinary 
-in. mild tee! rod, the washer from -in . plate and the 

hinged bearing fo r the trunnion from 3 / 16 in ., with a 
wedge through at one end to hold the whole lot down . 

The wood is 11-in. teak. oak or ome other non-splitting 
hard wood. It mu t be remembered that the carriage taper 
fore and aft, and the ide lope inwards t in. each. The 
front edge tapers backward t in. These small detail make 
all the difference to the appearance of a gun that mu t 
appear to it tight and four- quare on the ground. 

The wheel hould have 1-in. washers both side and a 
t -in . pin with quare head to hold them tight , as shown. 

The quoin is the wedge that elevates the gun as it i 
moved fore and aft, and it hould work on a tapered slide 
of ome reall y tough wood like green heart , spotted gum 
or even brass. 

lf in cast-iron and teel. the metalwork hould be gal­
vanized- hot-dipped for the tee! and prayed for cast-iron 
which does not like the bath of zi nc. Before painting. the 
primer to u e is calcium pl umbate which doe not figh t 
with zinc and will grip on the fresh metal without etching. 
The barrel can be .P~ inted with good bl ack roof pai nt, like­
wi e the wheel . Fitting to your own fa ncy colour. 

The woodwork hould be treated wi th a sealer uch a 
ell eal he/ore a embl y and then va rni hed . 
The whole model i about 26 in. long, which fortun ately 

just uits our purpo e . The bore for 12 gauge bl ank 
d.oes not loo~ too sm!lll and. the barrel len gth is about 
right for maximum no1. e._ lt ! not too big and heavy to 
move aroun~ . and ye t ll 1 big enough to make a notice­
able decorative feature . 

Man y of u .know that American-made JO gauge tarting 
gun one occa 1onally ees. We feel it is neither fish nor 
fowl nor good re~ herring. Jn pile of the bigger charge it 
!s mailer than th1 gun and ._ to ay the best, its appearance 
1s half-ba~ed. Read y-n:iade 1t co t more than this model 
can be b1:111t for;--and its ammo i very expensive and now 
virtually 1mposs1ble to obta in. :: 
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