Archives of Richard Crockett & Sailing Publications.

www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za
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1 ‘rew oo . . i e 1nterests . class) I have been against an ese ferrules can be applied with sim
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:ig(r;s tZ»Stal?p(l)—?g home in the inter-club event. Congratula- rar and D. N. Stuart. The changes that have been allowed are lhch}-cr(]iulcuon :))i ®
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¥ is building up a very good reputation for himself as a Finn (Continued on page 70)
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MOULDED PLY & GLASS
G.E.M. CRAFT TANK-DEVELOPED HULLS

SAIL . .. POWER. ..
e Flying Dutchman Quickstep moulded ply runabout
e Finn hull 14ft. Achieved second placein

50 h.p. class R.D.M. 200 piloted by
Ed Ferrar and Les Blake. Shell or
complete from R256.

o Spearhead
e Highlander (u.s.A)

Only selected Gabon and Sapele veneers used. All G.E.M.
craft guaranteed for 12 months against hull defects.

(
Oceanic Test Tank-developed hulls.

18ft. ultra light skiboat Bar None
20ft. 6in. and 24ft. cruisers suitable
for inboard — outboard drive. From
R570 to R8,000 for complete twin-
engined sports fisherman.

D.G. MITCHELL & CO

P.O. Box 240 Saxonwold Johannesburg
Telephone 42-2210 Johannesburg

The NEW %WWM

NOW REDESIGNED
— STRONGER
MORE RELIABLE

Safe working
load 1,000 Ibs

Compact l : 7
3-1 Gear Ratio

Full Bearings
Rust Resistant
Caged Gears

Universal
Mounting
Cable
Attachment

The strongest winch for its weight in the world
R10 F.O.R. JOHANNESBURG

W.S. THOM ¢ o ¢y
P.O. Box 85 JHB. Phone: 32-4567
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seemed that to have 10,000 owners suggest their own ideas or
to reach debated agreement was impossible, it was suggested
that I produce the design on the lines set out above, the main
directive being that it should be as near the present Enterprise
as possible, certainly with no sailing advantage.

I said I would make such a boat as it is the only way to
prove the scheme, then present it to the class for their opinion
and, I hope, approval.

At the Maubuisson One-of-a-Kind this year there were only
four wooden boats out of a total of 60. This must be a very
definite guide to the almost complete change on the Continent.
There must be a valid reason for this.

Yours sincerely,

Jack Holt.”

On the subject of glass-fibre Enterprises, the following
are pertinent quotes from a letter to members by the
Commodore of the National Enterprise Association in
England:

“The over-riding principle in all these Committee discussions
has been that existing boats must not be outclassed, and if
you read on you will see what safeguards owners have. The
class has now been in existence for nine years without any
major design alteration, and your Committee thought that to
give the class an extended life the layout of the boat should
be ‘modernised’, but in such a way that existing boats could
be modified if the owners wished.”

“*Criticisms currently made of the Enterprise are that it does
not have built-in buoyancy and if it capsizes it is out of the
race. Consequently, the Committee thought that the new boat
should have built-in buoyancy (which lends itself admirably
to glass construction) and should have drain ports in the

transom. But the hull form will be exactly similar to existing
boats.”

“Jack Holt was asked to put his mind to work and during
the summer he came up with some drawings which the Com-
mittee approved with only minor modifications. A prototype
is now being produced, and will be available in a few weeks.
This boat will be raced against Enterprises and no further
action will be taken until and if your Committee are satisfied
that its racing performance is comparable in all respects with
a wooden boat, and certainly is no better.”

“If and when the Committee are satisfied on performance,
they will decide either to call a Special General Meeting of
the Association, or to take a postal vote, on proposals for
alteration of the class rules to allow building in glass-fibre
and to allow optional variations in wooden boats such as built-
in buoyancy and metal masts. If such proposals received a
two-to-one majority they would be put to the R.Y.A. as recom-
mendations for rule changes.”

“Owners may jump to the conclusion that the advent of
glass boats would reduce the value of the presentboats. I
think, however, that this is unlikely over the long term. There
are several classes which allow optional building in glass-fibre,
where many owners still prefer wooden boats—the Dutchman,
Hornet and Snipe Classes immediately come to mind.”

“I would explain that your Committee’s steps in this have,
until now, been regarded as confidential, as they did not wish
commercial interests to jump in and produce a number of
variations of the Enterprise in glass-fibre. If this project should
be approved the building of glass boats will, in accordance
with R.Y.A. recommendations, be carefully controlled.”

A further item of interest is that it has been proposed,
for discussion at the 1964 Annual General Meeting of the
National Enterprise Association in England, that the use of
ratchet blocks be allowed as an alternative to jib fair-
leads. We certainly hope that this will be accepted. No
doubt it will be appreciated particularly by those sailing
at the coast where wind conditions are stronger than those
encountered inland. As soon as this point has been final-
ised, S.A.Y.R.A. will be advised so that all measurers can
be circularised. Members will be advised of developments
in the next class news letter.
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‘ ec. W. Duursma, King
< SSOCIATION—Hon. Sec.: 44 :
OVK'E:;‘:UI'(I vIIl Hospital, Congella, Durban.

YACHT RACING IS BACK in
full swing and the O.K.s are
certainly having their share.

Seven O.K.s competed at
the Pretoria Sailing Club
Regatta. After some close
racing John Godwin secured
first place ahead of Bob
Northgrave and Vic grqlcitgr.

’S / at is certainly a success. This was built 1n
Jl)ull;rnb:nn%‘t Jb;)c‘ﬁ Eoﬁf and Bert van Dijk. These two just
never stop each being busy on new boats now.

Point and Royal Natal Yacht Clubs §tzxrted lhc?lr 522;)1?5
early this year and O.K.s competed in thelr'r?)cgs 2
Duncan, Richard van Rijk and Rienk Duursmf{ Emgt e
out in front and outpacing the entire Enterprise fleet. .

A race arranged between Finn and OK Sklpgers, a;l_
sailing O.K.s, has been p]c\)/itp('{necrl1 lzfiizufisote:;a‘ofergﬁce
ditions. However, Ernie Morrison with A :

E earson, Barry Smith and Bob Nutta
yi?l(ll;::ratf:c‘k.H;nsryy(El can see, these are leading ‘namei_;n
the Finn world and it will be very mterestlr}%1 Lr(:m(p)elzsg
against them. They were all very nnpresse@ w1tV ]twe Fi.nn's,
some being rigged similarly to the‘ latest H.V.M. ié

Although Easterf is still qul‘t)cr:’dtagojt\‘\;ay,Afl;iecear;‘nes(s)K
already growing for our Sec , A h. .

“hampi ip at Bethlehem. 1 hope you will all be there.
%i::rr?pflg?;zlpwﬁ{ be sent on to you later at your request.

»p me a line. _

Dr\(/lF: Procter pointed out an interesting fact. ]?liyec{;r;
0.K.s outnumber Finns .tw<f~~(t)ne, there being 1,152.
; rt but growing fast. .
drcS :\“Y)ORSI;‘O have E.now recognised our Association. nFo(z\l/-
this we thank them. Oﬂ"lc}':ali gf(/)\rYt}illr\ sg}f/?z:sres/\clzfnboats
; approache .
?ﬁmrgé1zf1gf;etell§eth?el)tlem should be measured. This saves a
ill feeling. -
lmA(;fotlllxler Rh(%dcsian. L. Ashley, has come dowr\l)vtoh]g;,r;
us with KR3. He will be sailing at Welkom. We
he will foster further interest in the class there.

jati s &y Evres, P.O.
5 P. 14 Association—Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Jean E)
e Brl).\' 12. East Rand, Tvl. Telephone 25-5707.

MEMBERS ARE ADVISED TO NOTE
the change in name of the Asso-
ciation to: The G.P. 14 Class

International Association.

Overseas News

G‘ 14 older boats to take advantage O

igi ica
any improvements at only a neglllglble cost, the techn
sub-committee has been extremely
number of projects. The fo_!lt:)w1ng stat
issued concerning the genoa jib: o
1. The genoa is in no way inferior to the p}'e:f:;nlce A
2. The genoa considerably improves the perfo
the boat. ' ) ™
3. Additional cost will be mvolyed. as the ge
be in addition m_thc r;‘ormal Jlr?{men
The sub-committee has reco .-
ballot be held to decide on whether the g
accepted or not.
Many older boats,
ai be
many coats of paint, tend to 3
\\eig'ht. This excess can only be 'remo‘]/—?glest"canno
which conform to the rules and plansi.n it
drilled in various structural members
weight. )
Nglr. Jack Holt has two major
moment :

because of absorption of water an

(Continued on page 72)
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e considerably
gt methods
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SAILS

@ For craft of all types and sizes:‘ .’Made by
experts in our own loft. @ Anything in Canvas
@ Repairs and alterations undertaken.

T TN e

-Design ocean-
win, one of the new Royal Cape Yacht'CIub One
f:cers. flying a suit of Lucas Terylene sails, supplied through us.

We have supplied all sails for the entire
fleet of R.C.Y.C. One-Design ocean-racers—
individually cut from the best TERYLENE
by W. G. LUCAS & SON, Portsmouth,
England.

Werite for quotations and cloth samples
for all South African racing classes and_ any
other craft. Our prices include all freight,

duty and other charges.
MERCER, BACH

& HICKSON LTD,

71 DOCK ROAD, CAPE TOWN

P.O. BOX 587 PHONE 2-3571
TELEGRAMS “BINNACLE” CAPE TOWN
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This emblem means
QUALITY and SUCGESS

TOP QUALITY SAILS
Now available.
Light weight
Extruded aluminium mast Tvl. Ct AR
Especially for Sprog Yo e OHE DS
Andy and light craft. 1st & 2nd Sprogs
(Weight per ft. -706 app.) 1st Sharpie

RECENT SUCCESSES
L.M. Regatta
Ist Sprog, lst Sharpie

WE STOCK ‘ULSTRON*' (POLYPROPYLENE) ROPE, FAMOUS FOR HIGH
STRENGTH, LOW WEIGHT AND LOW PRICE!

‘L'LS_TRQ\' is the registered trade mark of polypropylene fibre—manufactured by
Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., London.

FLYING
~SAILS

P.O. Baragwanath, Johannesburg Phones 32-6581 Johannesburg
WRITE TO US FOR A FREE BROCHURE ON FITTINGS ETC.
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1. The design of an aluminium mast which the technical
committee has recommended for overseas use. The details
are:

(1) Section: 2% in. by 24§ in. with { in. tolerance, un-

tapered.

(ii) Weight: 204 1b. as per present ruling.

(1i) C. G.: 11 ft. 3 in. as per present ruling.

(iv) Buoyancy: Must be permanent even if mast is

broken.

(v) Halyards: Must be inside the tube of the mast.

(vi) Sheaves: Foresail halyard sheave 14 in. lower.

(vil) Mast step: Special block required to fit the boat.

(viii) Equipment: Includes burgee halyard eye and cleat:

main, fore and spinnaker halyards: six built-in
sheaves: main and foresail halyard cleats: foresail
halyard hyfield lever: shroud and forestay tangs:
two eyes for spinnaker boom vangs: spinnaker boom
bracket: kicking strap eye and goose neck.

Three wooden masts were tested against a prototype
metal mast. The latter appears to be slightly more flexible
between the hounds and deck level. It is hoped that these
specifications will be adopted forthwith, in order to obviate
the local difficulty of obtaining suitable Sitka spruce.

2. Mr. Holt is further investigating the possibility of
fibreglass construction, thus enabling the class to progress
even further. It has been agreed that:

1. There should be no departure from the present shape

of the boat.

. There should be no weight reduction.
. Weight distribution should be the same.
Built-in buoyancy should be incorporated.

Our North American branch is bringing strong pressure
to bear on the parent Association, requesting them to
approve the specification, so that construction may go
ahead in both Canada and the United States.

Rule 12.7 (a) will probably be amended thus: “A trans-
parent unwoven panel may be incorporated in the fore-
sail as a window. It shall not exceed 24 inches in length,
fore and aft, and 12 inches in height. The lower edge
shall be approximately parallel to the foot of the fore-
sail, when laid flat. The lower edge shall not be more
than 9 inches or less than 6 inches from the straight line
between the tack and the clew. The after edge of the
window shall be not more than 15 inches or less than
12 inches from the leach.”

One of the most interesting points, as regards crew com-
fort, is that “a faired wooden surround for sliding fair-
leads is consistent with the rules”™. This feature will be
discussed shortly by the Executive Committee.

Transvaal News

We wish to congratulate Ritchie Spencer, Mike (The
Mast) Stanton and Les Wahl on the magnificent boats
they have produced and launched over the past few weeks.
These craft are a most welcome addition to the E.R.Y.C.
G.P. 14 fleet: Phil and Lenn Castel are about to sell
Brigid o' Shayne and their absence will be felt at Cinde-
rella Dam.

A most enjoyable party was held at the home of Viv
and George Lezard on the evening of November 20. In
all some 15 to 20 Geepeeites turned out to get in good
form for the Springs Jubilee Regatta due to be staged the
following day. Our Vice-Chairman, Peter Hawkins, amazed
all and sundry with his performance of the “Fandango™,
whilst most ably partnered by his host.

As the Springs Regatta was open to all types of vachts,
with or without measurement certificates, most of the
G.P. 14 owners begged, borrowed or stole genoa jibs for
the event. Initially, while the wind blew a steady force 2
to 3. the Enterprises and G.P. 14s were mixed up together,
Phil Castel in the lead. When the wind dropped to nothing,
the Enterprises pressed on, ultimately taking the honours.

£
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Y SSOCIAT ec.: Mrs. E. J. Tarrant,
ANDY ASSOCIATION-—Hon. Sec.:
b 107. Ringwood Drive, Pinelands, Cape.

MEMBERS WILL certainly excuse the lack of
news this month as Mrs. Tarrant is away
on her well-earned holiday. .
Some interesting information and a film
have been received from the cnlhusmsllg
Andy owners in S.W.A. however. It 1s

hoped that in the near future all lhosc in-

Icrgslcd will gather at Zeekoevlei Yacht

Club to see the film. ) _
Next month will see a bumper edition of the newsletter.

2! SSOCIAT »¢. Colin Edwards,
Ry ALL ASSOCIATION—Hon. Sec.:
”Rl—i_l?l Rochelle, Waverley, via Queenstown.

AT A MEETING OF MEMBERS of
the Association with representa-
tives of Rhodesian Fireball
owners, it was decided that they
would affiliate with this Associa-
tion in order to have all Fireballs
in Southern Africa controlled by
one body, with the provision that
should they become big enough
the Rhodesians could form their
own Association. Mr. J. D. Whit-
ney. of Bulawayo, was elegted to
the committee as Rhodesian re-
presentative. For the information
of members, the commlttec_:d 1st:
Brian George (421), East London Yacht C}ug. zriiétgg.
AR e (2?62). ?/luctens‘gwgac\ll':c%[lu%ull.hgugesia. .
J. D. Whitney (335), Matopo s SWA e
anner (339), Walvis Bay Yacht Club, SW.A. C.
l(inson (419), Queenstown Yac}n Club', % J(dgf'o;n [(3423)6
Jong (414), Zululand Yacht Club, Natal. J. il
The Marconi Co.. Ltd. P.O. Box 75, Devon, g
Transvaal. ‘ s ' :
We would remind owners that _s_anl numt?crs qnd‘ mnfgrsnugzr
ment certificates are only valid if the owner 1S a
of his recognised National Assoclatlpn. ' N
Fireballs competed for the first time 1IN ‘?Jethc‘i’ “did g
Allemanskraal but as r«:_nlyﬂ:ou(r)p\z'ire(‘;:;:crgrhe o
alify as a class within the en_ Class. SS 10!
al;:ll:)'crmittcd to give unofficial prlzcvslar:‘d lzh‘er:l %r;t‘f;d;e‘
went very deservedly to Des Whitney vd‘n I‘v‘l-n-to-medium
Fiona. They showed up exceptionally in IlE' e |
conditions when they were never seriously slioags
When the wind blew, the f(}:ur b;:utsl w?‘rl:ss:sr}the o
atched and in one race three oats Crossec e
r\T\]iltlhlt; five seconds. The unofficial pluclngsY \:‘erlcz.) ‘C”'Jfon?-
Whitney and K. Bowan, Fiona, Matopos = Qucé}l%town
linson and K. Schl\r/;»cdcg. Iéun:lgu(;f:‘.\ngW;i;‘:ﬂ\.. Zul>uland
4 g s 5. B 2. Yok ,
:(( :-:)) l\l\/;'rr utlndd Mrs. C. Edwards, Firecrest, Queenstown
N » )
In the Open Class the positions were "L"{/)”;\I’ht{ltirl\‘iefrill;l.
flv seventh, Firecrest ninth and FI'IIN('.L'('I{L\ . u ¢
There were 30 boats competing In this class. -
For keen do-it-yourself types 1. B«m%?hel?n:ader e
representative, is experimenting with ;1) (He e lling o
nium mast which will cost under R20. §
advise anyone interested. ' :
assed at the Annual General Megt(;nﬁu;?
d South Africa has followe - °
and the feeling 18 thi:;tutniet'\'
would make the boat too complicated undh'ﬂ;\e-p(égpormancé
to fill the need for a cheap, light, 1% e deally
dinghy may be lost. We feel at the QOe‘nvniﬁcant o
suited for a man-and-wife team and it 1s 51?9 o tariad
a recent Fireball regatta in France “bh'cr»evomen
the first four Fireballs were crewed by y . A
Provincial representatives are uskcd. to send In
interest for inclusion in the class notes.

Trapezes were p
the United Kingdom an
Spinnakers are still barred

OlL YOUR GUN WITH
3-IN- ONE

7 W
w
4/%{//7////%/4

W
3-IN-ONE

olL

vZ3143/8

(Continued on page 74)
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N\/\/‘\N\/'\/‘

z'm/uon awrence

4/«4;0«»

The universal suppliers of marine
equipment for vessels up to 100
feet.

SL. JUNIOR W.C. |
This W.C. provides
simplicity in opera-
tion and maintenance
thus avoiding fre-
quent and trouble-
some replacements.

Send for the Simpson Lawrence 280 page,
illustrated catalogue (price 85 cents—free to all
stockists) to the South African agents:

L. R. T. EASTMAN (Pty) Ltd.
P.O. Box 62, Maitland, Cape.
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LEADBETTER BROTHERS

and Company (S.A.) (Pty.) Ltd.

are agents in South

Africa for race-winning

BRUGE BANKS SAILS /3

14

We also make high quality, in-

Used by many of the
world’s leading skippers

expensive boat covers, trapeze

belts, webbing straps, etc.

Suppliers of terylene cordage.

OUR ADDRESS

6 Loveday St. South, Selby, Johannesburg
P.O. Box 3772 Telephone 838-5493

BRUGE BANKS

S

<=l=r~>CO PO

mAZ>IA0momyp OoZ>

All sails cut and made-up BROOK LANE B

SARISBURY, B

under the personal super-
NR.SOUTHAMPTON.

vision of Bruce Banks.

ENGLAND
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SHARPIE ASSOCIATION-—Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Ann Well-
beloved, P.O. Box 77, Germiston, Transvaal.

SHARPIE NOTES: THIS IS THE 111(510rol Slhle

monthly issues

Yachting News, and there-
fore quite an historic occa-
sion. It is difficult to say
whether the sport has grown
with the magazine or the
magazine with the sport, but
either way this milestone is
cause for celebration. Our
good wishes go to the
magazine and may we both
continue to prosper!

The National is past, the
shouting and the tumult
have died, but the memories
remain. Memories of a
lovely venue, superb organi-
sation, and warmhearted
“Vrystaat” hospitality; of some odd courses and one even
odder race annulment: of Pat’s strip-tease and Jock’s songs:
and of mud, unbelievably sticky mud! Above all is the
memory of the hard thrustful sailing of Basil Joyce in
Nemesis, a performance cast in the great tradition of
Sharpie sailing, and worthy of a champion. To Basil we
offer our sincere congratulations, both on his victery and
on equalling Don Ord’s record of three wins in the Pyott
in the same boat. We hear that Don and Circe are pairing
up once more to prevent their record being surpassed at
the Lourenco Marques Regatta. This is good news, and in-
centive to Basil and to the rest of us as well!

The Annual General Meeting of the Association held at
the National was of particular significance. In my report as
Chairman I expressed concern that the class was virtually
static. There may be many more reasons, but two factors
predominate in discouraging boat building, firstly the acute
shortage of suitable timber and secondly the difficulty of
planked construction. In my opinion the introduction of
plywood construction would help to obviate these difficul-
ties, and for this reason I introduced the subject for dis-
cussion at the meeting.

All present at the meeting were in favour of this in-
novation, provided that existing boats were safeguarded. A
wire from Henley-Midmar Sharpie owners indicated that
they were unanimously opposed to the idea.

At this stage Hans Weiss made a magnificent offer. He
undertook to build a plywood covered Sharpie as a proto-
type. This boat would be built on exactly the same lines as
our present Sharpies, but using 4-in. plywood as a cover-
ing material instead of #-in. planking. A good hardwood
would be used for frames, platebox, etc., to counteract any
weight reduction. This boat would provide us with all the
answers—ease or difficulty of construction, cost of materials,
time of construction and, finally, performance.

The meeting felt that provided the existing lines were
religiously followed and that the weight compared with
that of the average existing Sharpie, there should be no
difference in performance. Any shortfall of weight could
be made up with ballast, as in other classes.

Naturally Hans is not interested in building a boat of
the O Class, and it must race against Sharpies to prove its
worth. For that reason we are balloting all Sharpie asso-
ciated members to seek dispensation for this one boat.
They are being asked to vote for or against its inclusion
in the class. Should this be granted and the boat built, its
performance will be studied and then a final vote taken on
changing the class rules. HH
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