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In the internationally famous byways of Europe, 

d iscuss the subject of jet travel and you'll hear 

enthusiastic comment from experienced 'conti­

nent-commuters' who have flown on the S.A .A . 

Boeing 707 Stratojet. Even the fun-loving West 

Germans will pause in their pursuit of gaiety 

for a moment to chat abou t the luxury of this 

giant St ratojet . They praise the food and wines, 

but most of all , they enthuse about the South 

African personal service and hospitality on the 

Johannesburg - Fran kfurt rou te. 

SOUTH 
AFRICAN W 

B·O·A·C S.A.A. with B.0 . .A.C. 
and C.A.A. ofler dally 
jet nights between 

Johannesburg, Europe and London. First 
and Economy Class Service on all flights. 
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CORSAIR'S 
voyage 
to the 
Med. 
BY S . H . JE FF REY 

THIS is a short tory of the voyage Corsair II made 
from Cape Town ~o the . Mediterran~an during April 
and May and a brief recital of her ix-week cruise in 

those wa te rs. 
Corsair II was de igned to a pecification not common 

to sma ll ship intended for ocean voyaging. The require­
ment was for a motor-sailer with efficient performance 
bo.t~ unde,r .sail and under power- notwith ta nding the pre­
vailing opin ion tha t such a n objective is seldom achieved . 
T~e s~ip eventually designed had the following general 

spec1fica uon : 
Length o .a.: 53 ft. 
Length w.I. : 46 ft. 
Breadth o.a. : 14 ft. 6 in . 
Depth : 9 ft. 6 in . 
Draft : 6 ft. 
Engine : Caterpillar die el , 75 h.p. at 2,000 r.p .m. with 

Slack & Parr feathering a nd rever ing propeller. 
Ra nge under power : Approx. 1,500 mile with reserve 

fuel (con umption 2.1 gall. per hour) at a peed of 8-9 
knots. 

Sai l area: Wor.king ails ~ ketch rigged), a pprox. I ,OOO 
sq ., ft. plu fac~ht1es for .setting larger foresails , including 
twin running sa ils, a nd mizzen stay ail. 

Corsair II left Cape Town on April 2, 1964, with a 
crew of even- five men and two women- bound first 
for St. Helena, then Ascension, Cape Verde I land the 
Canarie a nd Gibral tar. Good ailing wa expected to ~orth 
of A cension, thereafter the Doldrum a nd then the 
-•stea mer route" agai nst the north-ea t Trade to Gibra ltar. 

.The first .22 hours out of Ca pe Town were under engine, 
with steadying sa ils, against a light headwind or in calms. 
During thi time the log showed 180 mile . Then the 
southerly Trade were found , to the joy of a ll concerned, 
the running foresails ho is ted a nd away he went at a 
teady even to eight knot . 

During the next eight day wind were fair, but mostly 
light and variable, with short period of good Trade blow . 
The engine was used whenever the daily run aopeared to 
be dropping below the aimed-at figure of 170 miles. 

Mo t of thi part of the voyage wa under ail , u ually 
twin foresail , main , fi sherman staysail and mizzen. 

St. Helena was reached nine days 17 hours after leaving 
Ca pe Town- unknown to the crew at this time, it wa 
on ly one hour more than the record voyage m ade by 
Stormvol!el a few day before. 

Two days were spent in St. Helena- touring the island 
and making temporary repairs to the engine cooling ystem. 

Then on to Ascen ion, bowling along at eight knots 
before a good outh-we t Trade. Ascen ion was ighted 
after four days- but at night, with lights not shown on 
the charts, so that anchorage was found only at daybreak 
the next morning. 

This trip from St. Helena to A cen ion was probably 
the best sailing passage of the voyage-with Trade winds 
up to force 6 or 7- and two broken fore ail poles-one 
during a hard gu t ("down wi th the main ail") and the 
other from a n honest jibe. 
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Corsair at anchor in the clear waters of Portenaix Bay on t he north· 
west corner of the island of Ibiza in the Balearics. 

Photo : Mike Hellawel l. 

At A cen ion we met two other sma ll hip from South 
Africa resting before they continued their voyage to the 
West lndie . 

After extraordinary hospitality from the Cable Company 
a nd the American ba e at A cen ion , a nd repair of the 
two broken foresail poles, Corsair II et out for the Cape 
Verde Islands, refuelled and ready for a Jong trudge 
through the Doldrum . 

Thi passage covered an area of unpredictable winds 
and calms, I ,500 miles of it , and o it wa mo tly pent 
under engine. The usua l squalls and accompanying tor­
rentia l rain were experienced, al o the inevita ble pectacle 
of the hip' complement soaping in the rain. which then 
topped, and having to wa h off in sa lt water. Time from 

A cen ion to Cape Verde wa nine day - an average of 
I 70 miles a day. 

In fact, Corsair II probably had more of the Doldrum 
than is usual- the log shows a continuou 600 miles under 
engine with no wind during this part of the trip. 

The original objective in the Cape Verde Islands was St. 
Vincent , believing that the more we terly point of the 
Cape Verde group would give better chance for favour­
a ble sa iling in the North A tla ntic. 

However, this plan wa changed a nd it was dec ided to 
make for: Santiago, t.he _mo t southerly of the Cape Verde 
Islands, m full reah at1on that from then on it meant 
" ba hing it out" again t the north-ea t Trades I 500 mile 
to Gibraltar by way ?f the Canary I la nd . ' 

The 1mpre ion gamed from Santiago of the e Cape 
Verde _PO session of Portugal, were not favourable. Cur­
rency 1s purely loca l . to the Island . People want to get 
out- but ca nnot. Santiago, of course, may not be typical. 

From the Cape Verde to the Canaries it wa Hobson' 
choice- ju t butt into the north-east Trade or otherwi e 
go the long way round. 

The pa age to the Canaries, and from the Canarie to 
Gi~raltar,. were gru~lling te ts of a sma ll boat under power, 
agam t wmd varying from 15 to 30 knot a nd heaving 
eas. 

To relieve the tedium and ease the perpetua l pitch ing 
a nd sea-swept decks, the sai l would be hoisted for a day' 
ru_n . of 120 n:iiles wi th 70 miles made good. For the rest a 
min_1mum daily demand on distance of 170 miles under 
engine proved mostly achievable. 

Alt~ough C_orsair II is an exceptiona lly dry hip, with 
her high top 1de and flared bow , below deck wa fre­
quently awa ~ an.d living up forward wa impracticable. 

The. Cananes- m the form of the beauti ful is land of 
Tenenfe- wa reached after six day of hard a nd mono­
tonou work. H ere there wa evidence of a modern har­
bour, indu tria l development, including a modern oil re­
finery (d iesel fuel at 7c a gallon), progressive agriculture 
and lovely flower . 

Fro_m the Canaries to the Strait of Gibraltar the hydro­
graph1c charts offered some hope of wind that would be 
le s unfav?urable, but these hopes did not mate rialise ex­
cept that 1~ general they were lighter, the ea le steep 
and the _going- a ll under engi ne- omewhat ea ier. 

The night of May 15 aw Corsair II ma king up to the 
(Continued on poge 52) 
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ABOVE, TOP TO BOTIOM: 
Corsair lay stern-to in typical Mediterranean manner at San 
Tropez where she was wedged amongst hordes of other large 
yachts . 
Old cannons , set into the wall, made picturesque mooring bollards 
at Villefranche. 
Layi!1g in the Royal Cape's basin, Blue Peter flying , just before 
leaving for St. Helena Photos: Mike Hellawell . 

CORSAIR to the Med. 
(Continued from page 51) 

trait of Gibra ltar in fair weather. By dawn the wi nd 
was a fierce ea terly and the Strait were en tered at two 
kno ts (if that) and with little visibi lity, except of the 
pume-swept ea .. Good fortune , however, enabled a 

favourab le current in et to be found and by noon Corsair 
II ~as standing off th~ Rock with Yellow Jack hoi ted and 
rad io requesting pract1que. 

_Total logged d istance Cape Town to Gibra ltar- 5.800 
miles. Total ela psed. ume- 43 day . Total time at sea-
35 day. Average daily run- 166 mile. 
~t Gibraltar five day ~ere pen~ in the usual sight­

seeing, plus nece ary minor repair to a ils (mostly 
dama~ed when used . for s teadying whi le under power). 
machine ry and elec trica l gear put out of actio n by excess 
of ea water down below. 
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Tied up a longs ide a t Gibraltar wa another small ship 
of the a me name. the lta lian aval Training Ship Cor­
saro //- a leek 73 ft. ocea n-racing ketch off acros the 
At la ntic to race aga inst Srormvogel and o ther for the 
Bermuda Cup. Thi wa a ha ppy cha nce meeting. 

_T he lessons to be lea rnt from Corsair's voyage to 
Gibraltar, accepting that at no time were extremely adver e 
cond1t1 ons experienced , ca n best be umma ri ed thus: 

(a) T here. i merit in the motor- ailer design , provided 
too much 1 . ~ot ex pected in either capacity. Under fair 
w~ather cond1t1 ons a n average distance made good of 170 
miles a day ca n thereby be accompli hed. 

(b) Sailing a direct passage rega rdless of favo urable 
wind s ( Leamer routes) in a ma ll ship entail some tria l 
a nd tribulations. Keeping dry is difficult. Sleeping up for­
ward is impo ible. Protection from the wea ther for the 
he lmsman i (a lmo t) essentia l. D amage to a ils when used 
for teadying under power i more evere tha n when 
sa iling with fa ir winds. 

(c) In genera l, a pure sa iling ship would be well advised 
to take the Trades with he r to north of the 30th para llel 
and then make Gibraltar by way of the Azore . 

N OTE: Th i is deba tab le, as Car air"s own expe rience i 
not proof of it. 

From Gibra ltar Corsa ir's Med iterranean cruise followed 
a fa irly conven ti onal pa tiern- with the accent on finding 
place of beauty not unduly frequented by the tou rists . 

The fo ll owi ng are places and occa ions which tand out 
in the memory of her crew : 

The beautifu l mo aic promenade and fountain at Ali­
ca nte in Spain a nd the friendly feeling engendered in that 
clly. 

The bloody busine of a bullfight e sion- even bull 
killed for the delectation of the crowd- but the beef in 
the hops wa both ta tele a nd tough . 
Th~ magnificent yacht club a t Pa lma, Majorca , a nd the 

bea uuful ea/as (coves) in the Balea ric I lands- specially in 
Ibiza. the sma lle t of this group. 

The bogy of the Mae tral (k nown under ma ny different 
na~es , but t~ese wind a re a lleged to blow a t I 00 m.p.h.) 
which Corsa ir II wa thankful not to experience. 

_T_he incredible changeability of the French a nd Ita lian 
R1v1e ra - from terraced far mla nd which rise in heer c li ff 
of a rab le soil to millionaire ' vill a a nd ancient ea ties. 

The tourist conges ti on (film . tars a nd a ll ) of St. Tropez 
and Monaco and the tawd ry magn ificence of the Ca ino 
a t Monte Carlo- frui t machines being more favoured than 
baccarat. 

The charm of Yillefranche in its old-world archi tecture 
(notwi th Landing that the Ri viera highway runs 300 metre 
inla nd) a nd _ the 300-ton chooner that lie there a a hip­
owner s holiday home a nd mu eum of antiques. 

The fl owerin g bea uty of the little ha rbour of Portafino­
where the fl owers from the cliffs above your ship drug the 
ni ght with cent. 

The lack of popu!ation (in a n over_-popula ted E urope) 
of Corsica and ardin1a and the a mazing beauty of their 
cove and of the small isla nd urroundin g them . 
. The _l ack of fi sh li fe (kreef a t R4 a time) a nd the 
indu tri ous Mediterranea n fi sherma n. Everything i caught, 
a nd eat~n,_ from sea nakes a nd octopi to fin gerling 2 in. 
long. Fishing methods which a re impo sible to think of 
under South Africa n conditi on are adopted- which wou ld 
make a tory in itse lf. 

The remna nts of the pa t- a in the Roma n harbour of 
Ventaton_e I la nd , unkn own to the tourist, where Corsair 
II lay tied u p to bollard carved from the li ving rock 
2.000-odd yea rs ago. 

The sophisticated_, but delightful , beauty of islands such 
as I ch1a and Capri - the Blue Grotto i worth a n hour of 
any man 's time, in pi te of the billboard . 
. The luxuriou yacht , lying ide by ide with mall 
ingle-handed voyageurs. N ot the principle eem to be· 

the bigger the yachts the less they go to ea. · 
The gracefu l, but highl y-efficient , way in which the Con­

tinenta l re lieves his fe llow men (from other parts) of his 
ill-gotten gain . 

So much fo r the impre ion of the Mediterranean­
which are probably the ame a i gai ned by mo t of the 
visitors to this part of the world . 
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MCCULLOCH OUTBOARD 
MOTORS 

See the full range of motors from 
3! to 75 h.p. at your nearest dealer 

NEW ... the VERSATILE 
Lower operating costs and patterned for 
power. Economy tells the story. Mid-range 
economizer ... improved fuel and manifold system 
. . . Mcculloch 100:1 oil cuts consumption 80%. 
Also dual-throat carburetor . . . accelerator 
pump. For fast cruising or water-skiing. 

~ 
~ 

SHALLOWATER DRIVE - allows 
you to operate in only 6" of 
water. 

BAIL-A-MATIC - powerbails up to 300 gallons an hour. 
Thermostatically-controlled cooling ... sacrificial metal plu~ 
to combat corrosion. Made by McCulloch, one of th_e worlds 
leading producers of high-powered, two cycle engines. 

Sole South African Distributors : 
AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT COMPANY LT D ., P .O . Box 5207 , 

3 Wemmer Jub ilee Rd ., Johannesburg . Phone 23-1341. 

CAPE TOWN 
DURBAN 
JOHANNESBURG 
NIGEL 
POTCHEFSTROOM 
WITBANK & MIDDELBURG 

AGENTS: 
Steve Chiappin i (Pty.) Ltd . 

Cymot Ltd . 
Birnha m Motors 
Highway Motors 
Gough Motors 
Prinsl oo Motors 
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Phone 
3-1185 
20751 
40-5135 
739-2361 
3025 
1532 

45hP 
HIGH CLASS 

LOW COST 

MCCULLOCH 
OUTBOARD MOTORS 
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