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TEMPEST 
FUGIT ... 
BY JACK KOPER 
(Father of the 1,600-strong Dabchick Class) 

Tempest, prototype of Jack Koper 's Tempo class of "super-chicks" 
has been having a workout in the Cape. It provides sizzling 
performance for t wo without the need for a tra peze. It is a 
handsome and cheap-to-bui ld ve rsion of one of the oldest small 
craft in existence, t he scow. The American E Class scow, more 
than 30 ft . long, is still the fastest sailing craft afloat . In the bottom 
picture Tempest flies a long at her fastest a ngle of attack ••• 

ALTHOUGH you may not have read much about the 
new Tempo Cla , activities are going on in everal 
centres. Tempo No. 7, called Tempest, was launched 

in Hermanu a nd created extraordinary interest. 
The boat not only proved to be fa t in a breeze a was 

expected , she also showed the way in drifting conditions. 
The hull weight of 160 lb., her low-wetted surface area 
when heeled , her low wind re i tance, stability and gene­
rou sail area ma ke her fa st to windward , as well as off 
the wind . She has, with her 5-ft. beam, enormous righ ting 
power and comparative dryness a ttracted a lot of attention . 

Although allowed , Tempest ha no side tanks , and her 
ide decks a re only 11 t in . (max. allowed). This make for 

a large cockpit area of 8 ft. x 3 ft. ; becau e this a rea is 
free to some extent, this can be varied. 

T he water does not hit the weatherside of the boat, all 
the wa ter is underneath !early shown in the photographs. 

A few plashes may reach the crew, when the boat with 
great speed hits an odd wave. 

Water that does spray in from the leewa rd-end is sucked 
out through the self-ba lers as quickly as it comes in . 

It is now uggested to have the ide deck about J 3 in . 
wide to minimise the po sibility of water plashing into 
the cockpit in area where water i rough at time . 

At high speed the waves hit the underside of the boat 
hard , which necessitates stiffening the bottom to with tand 
the strain. This can be done in everal ways. As suggested 
on the drawings , with longitudinal strips going right 
through from bow to stern , two trips on ei ther side of 
a bout I t in. x I in. 

If side tanks a re used . the inner strip need not be made 
so wide, but a 2 in. x t in. strip the entire length of the 
boat wou ld be enough. Another sugge tion i an extra 
layer of 3 / 16 in . ply, glued on to the bottom of 8 ft. x 12 
in. the length of the cockpit. 

Now let me describe to those who o nly have seen pic­
tures so far what Tempo's performance has shown us up 
to now. 

She is not ju t a n enlarged ver ion of the Dabchick . 
she is a proper scow-type dinghy with a long cockpit, the 
stem is a proper scow-like bow. The topsides are only 
8 in . at the deepest section bu t, unlike other dinghies. com­
plete ly rounded to give her that very streaml ined look . 
She ha a beam of 5 ft. , wh ich gives her an initia l stability 
found in few boats that tru ly belong to the fast racing 
cla ses. 

To make her fast in light winds, she has to be heeled. 
about 15 °; by doing so her wetted surface a rea is very 
small , her waterline length increases and she therefore is 
very fast, beating high into the wind and reaching fast off 
the wind. 

In drifting conditions one will find that even on the run 
hee ling her I 0 to 15 degree will improve her performance . 

(Continued on page 8 1) 
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Shop in our 

MARINE 
DEPARTMENT 

SPEEDOMETERS 
BY SMITHS 

STEERING 
WHEELS 

PROPELLERS {):.,fJ 
(all sizes) ~ 

WATER 
SKIS 

i 
FENDERS 

BOATHOOKS 

and a host 1nore ... 

ALL THIS 
and 
MERCURY 

Too! 

STANSf IELD RATCLlf fE & CO. LTD. 
CAPE TOWN : 105 Strand St . - P.O. Box 797 - Tel. '41 - 1881 

PRETORIA : 452 Chu rch St. - P.O . Box 54 - Tel. 2-0857 

WINDHOEK: Peter Muller St . - P.O . Box 5015 - Tel. 5973 

KIMBERLEY : 95 Du Toitspan Rd. - P.O . Box 487 - Tel. 7261 

KNYSNA: (Sub Agent ) HENTIES CRAFT- P.0 . Box 93- Tel. 12 1 
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V I C T R ES S 40 ft x 23 ft x 33 m 
SKIPPER JOHN GOODWIN 

Sailed Cape Town to Durban 8 days and passed her 
deep sea cru ise test with fly ing colou rs. • Proved 
seaworthy in all weather and sea cond it ions • Th e 
ideal answer for cruisi ng off our coast. FAST AND 
SAFE e Victress I was fitted with a 20 H.P. Mer­
cury outboard in a well. Speed 5 to 6 Knots • Bui l-

ders : Mariti me Indust ri es (Pty) Ltd , C.P. 

* Sail area 446 sq. ft . (Sails by Jeckells, 
England) 

* Fibreglassed - All stainless steel rig­
ging * Sails upright - Amazingly stable * Ideal for Fis hing - Cruising - Skin 
diving - Research work 

-+c Full head room - shower - fridge 
stove - elect r ic light 

Professionally built under licence in South 
Africa. Order now for delivery in 1965. 

Piver des igned Trima rans are TRANS OCEAN TESTED · 
Choose your size 24 ft to 64 ft 
Launchi ng shortly. Piver TRIDENT 46 ' x 24' x 39" 

All enquiries to the so le repre se nt a t iv e s in 
Southern Africa:-

BESTWAY TRIMARANS (PTY) LTD 
P.O. Box 7995 JOHANNESBURG 
Phone 22-6427 Telegrams: TRI HAWK 
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IDEAL FOR THE YAC HTSMAN 
• Dual rancre of 0- 60 feet and 0- 60 fathom . • ccurate to within 3% or 6 inche h" h . cr reater. w 1 ever 1s th e 
• Tran i tors tl h iroug out en urea long opera tional life on one et or batterie h . - no ot er power required • Large luminous dial for easy readincr . • Compact d" · · · 1men 1011 - Height 51" \" "d h B'" e [" d 

8 , •v I t 2" upp 1e complete with transdu er 25 r:t r bi . d d · . ' 1
' o ea e an a. woo n fa1r1ng block for the outside ofth hull -1rnple to enstall. 

• B a.m angle of 450 ensures ac ura y when heeled rol lmg. 
or 

• econd tra nsducer unit together with I · h . c 1ange over w1tc are available if required. 
ONLY R72.00 COMPLETE 

MARCONI (SOUTH AFRICA) LIMITED 
MARINE BRANCH 

Marconi House, 15 Chiappini St., Cape Town 
80 

RAMOLENE 
the perfe?t rope for mooring, 
anchoring or towing 
R~mol:ne Polyethylene gives you all the essential a van ages ?f terylene or nylon - and costs so much ~eo~~·u~~:~v.1ou~ tdo water, buoyant for easy rec overy, in .s a .es of green, orange, black and nat­ura.1 - for quick identification, Ramolene is eas to splice too .. Extra-reliable Ramolene is available Y1·n range of sizes. a 

ROPES & MATTINGS LTD P.O. Box 3589, Cape Town • p 0 • po B 
3 

J · ·Box 5645, Johannesburg • · ox , acobs, Durban 

SO 
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TEMPEST FUGIT 
(Continued from page 68) 

Sitting ou t does not produce blister since no hard edge wear one' pants. Although a trapeze has been designed for her. grown-ups will seldom find the use of the trapeze neces ary. Yet when the total crew weight is less than 300 lb., the trapeze is mo t useful on the beat. She is quite flat and squat-looking ; at the tran om he is R l- in. deep by 3 ft. beam; at sta tion I 11 in. ; al ta lion 5 (the front bulk-head) the total depth is 16 in . There is a la rge amount of buoyancy designed under the deck , of which the foreward one is compulsory , according to the plans. 
The fore deck has a downward and ideway curve; this gives a buoyancy area of over 20 cu. ft.; any tendency for her to dig her bows in has been minimised as much a~ pos ible . 
Spectator crowding round the boat compared her with a n E-ty pe Jag. 
For the builder ample scope is provided to work in dark and light coloured woods to add to her already attractive looks, and now a glass-fibre ver ion of the Tempo i" promised to be ready before the Cape ea on starts. Plans to introduce a woodgrain effect into the gla s are contem­plated in an attempt to combine the be l of two world . More deta ils will be available for tho e wishing a hull in wood o r glas . 
We tried Tempest in Table Bay to see whether she had any tendency to dig her bow in , but she did nothing of the kind. :-ter a ilplan was designed a foo t further aft than on most other dinghies. Her bow section , wide and rounded. heds the water tha t may come over. The small spla h· boa rd look after the remainder. A 30 quare metre skipper who tried Tempest remarked that he had never sailed such a lively boat before. Having sailed scows in pre-war days. Sharpies afterward , he feels that now the scow has re turned , made of the late t ma teria ls and has become a fa te r, more attractive boat-.. hi tory turns a full circle' '. Another venue was Sandvlei. a mall lake with smooth water and plenty of wind. Absolutely ideal condition for planing. Her speed was highly exhilarating ; other venue were Zeekoevlei , False Bay and Saldanha. Report from other sources where Tempo are bein~ ~ai led or built , come from Rhodesia, the Transvaal. Swazi· land and the Cape. For ma ny of us the winter sea on ha started and boatbuilding with it. Several Tempos are under construction. 
Tempest's bill of materia ls came to the following: 

R23 
Rl 5 

Local plywood 
Solid wood .. . 
Glue ..... ... . Fitting .... .. ... . .. ......... · · · · · Rope and wire ..... . . ... . . ... . . ·· · Aluminium mast and boom Tery!ene ai lcloth .... .. .... ... · · Centreboard , rudder, trapezebe:t 

R2 
R40 
Rl 8 
R1 6 
R36 

R5 

Total cot Rl 55 

Hereunder fo llow a uggestion how to make a n alu· minium mast a nd boom: A mas t 21 ft. x 2 in. tubing, type D74S from Alcan (Agents Alers Hankey), approx .. 40 cents / ft. Booi:n . ft. 6 in . x 2 in . as above. Channelhng for . track <?Id in 16 ft. length a lso from Alers H ankey, or Umted Afnc.a Electrtc. a pprox. R 1.50 a length. Pop-rivets, .from Edwin W1! on. type AD501 , 5 / 32 in. , 150 at 99c. Riveter .. several types. a lso from Wi lson. Address for the Cape : Th1baul~ Square, Thibault House, 702, Cape Town. High-speed drills 5/32 in . for pre-drilling hole . . . The track is pop-riveted on the tube by adapting riveter to fit into track . Rivets al o have to be trimme~ . Gap of track j later narrowed to hold bolt rope of mainsail. :: 
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'BON GLASS' 
for all that's 

Best in Boats 

MANTA RAY 14' 3" R750 de luxe finish In the huge range of 'BONDGLASS' boats th ~ re is one to suit you. From the 20' 8" T radewind class sloop to th ~ versati le 10' Loch Fyne dinghy or the fabulou :i Devi l Ray 14' outboard runabou t, our ten years experience in flbr ~glass boat construction is your guarantee of reliab ility . 
For tu rt her information and deta iled price li sts contact: S.A. BO ND ED FIBREGLASS P.O. BOX 2690 CAPE TOWN PHONE 53-209 1 GARVENE BUILDINGS , SUNRISE CIRCLE, MORN:NGSIDE. N "DABENI 

RHODESIAN BONDED FIBREGLASS (PVT.) LTD. P.O . BOX 23 11 SALISBURY PHONE 2-0303 FACTORY : STIRLING RO AD, WORKINGTON . SALISBURY 

TA RTAN 
PORT ABLE ELECTRIC D RI LLS 

Us ed b_y leading indus triali ts and manufacturers oll over t,he world. 

ornplyini:i; 
v.ith 
Briti'h 

tandard 
' pe ifications 

Prompt cnicr 
Ample " pare~ 
in sto k. 

Fitt cl with radio upp re or 
Known and u ed with confiden 
in ~nth Africa for ars by di ernmg en gin r who d mand 
the h "t. 

ALBION MACHINERY CO 
(PTY.) 
LTD. 

Alliance Building, 
P.O. Box 10757 

Johannesburg 
Phone 34-2615 
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