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SIZES: 
R ED T OLA AQUAPL Y (South African manufac­
ture) 8' x 4' x ,\,h.,\, !r, -?., h. 12' x 4 ' x ,\ , 
h. -lo. ROTARY MAHOGANY AQ UAPLY 
(South African manuf acture) 8' x 4' x ,\. 1\, ,\, !r. 
AUSTRA LIAN R ESWOOD 25' x 7' x i. o/s. 
JAPA N ESE PHILIPPI NE MAHOGANY 18' x 
4' x *· ~, 

Timber requirements for boat ~; 
building cut and planed to size. ~ 

lie 
PHILIPPINE MAHOGANY S: 
SAPELE MAHOGANY _ • 
OAK ~. 
ANCHOR FAST NAILS t• to 2" :::;:, 
AL FAST N AILS ! " to 4" ~ 

Solid brass screws --=Waterproo f glue~ 

(PTY.) ~ -~352 
LTD. g · --=--~-~· ~~ 

P H ON E 22-63 8 .f P . O . 
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BASHING 
IT OUT with 
a BIG TRI. 
BY JOHN GOODWIN 
SA IL! G F ROM CA PE TOWN TO D U RBAN IN T H E 
VICT RESS T RI MA RA 

( 40 ft. x 23 ft. x 2 ft. 9 in .) 

DELI V RY by the bui lder had been promi ed for the 
first week in March , but when I saw her in early 
Feb ruary 1 realised she would be delayed- however, 

the crew and I were not prepa red for uch a mad la t­
minute cramble as we had. 

The object of the trip was to sai l to Durba n for the 
boat how and demons trate the sea-keeping q ua litie of 
an ocean-going Tri . As it was, we sai led the day imme­
diate ly after the first sea tri a ls, too late for the o pening 
of the show, bu t with a good chance of getting the re before 
it finished. 

On board were George Hawk ins, the owner and agent 
for Piver Trimara n in Southern Africa, John Ke rr, radio 
communications Bob Kershaw, Jaa p A ll ison and my e lf 
as sk ippe r. 

Leaving the Cape Town docks at noon we bea t into a 
outh-ea te r, which picked up in strength as we nea red 

Cape Poin t. Vicrress was heavil y loaded with sto re , but in 
spite of that we made ra pid prog ress (7-8 knots a nd tack­
ing at I 00 °) and rounded the Poi nt inside the Bell ows 
three boat lengths off the rock a t midnight. 

I la id off the cour e fo r Ha ngk lip a nd was able to ge t 
the hi p to a il herse lf a nd then took a watch below. 
leavi ng George in the cha rt house. We had watche of 
two hours on ca ll , two hours on the helm and four ho urs 
off. 

Anyway, on going be low, I was much surprised to find a 
glass of fl owers (g iven to me by my child ren a nd placed 
on the cabi n table) still there and no t a drop of water 

pi lt in spite of the tu rbulent wate rs off the Po int. T his 
demonstra te a trimaran· com fo rt a t ea. 

The fo llowi ng day the wind dropped away a nd we 
sta rted the motor. a 20-h.p. Me rcury outboa rd lowered 
through a trunk in the cha rt house, and motored most of 
the way to Mo el Bay whe re we topped fo r two hour for 
more pe tro l a nd to take on fresh food a nd dry o ut the 
charging pla nt which had go t we ll da mpened around Cape 
Point, tha nks to the badl y-fittin g ha tches a nd vent . 

T here were ma ny deck lea ks, too, from the s ky l i~ h ts. 
vents which had no t been sealed a nd ma ny holes drilled 
through the dec ks by the e lectrician and rad io enginee r 
which had been le ft with daylight shining through ! 

We had a beam wind on leaving Mos e l Bay a nd made a 
good 30 miles before it died away a t midnight. The motor 
was lowe red into position, but we then discovered t~at the 
tarter recoi l was no t working a nd we had to hoist the 

motor once o r twice. remove the cover, rewi nd t~e cord 
by hand , lower the whole out fi t aga in a nd sta rt 1t. . 

Fortunate ly, she started easily and I. checked our posi­
tion on the cha rt a nd fou nd we were JUSt off the Kn ysna 
Heads. W ha t bette r excuse could we have fo r a visit ? 

At 2 a.m., with no moon showing through the thick 
clouds, we worked our way over the ba r, be twee n the 

(Continued on poge 72) 
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The 40-ft . Trimaran Victress, which has just completed a success­
ful round-t rip to Durban and back-one of t he most test ing 
coastal voyages in the world . She proved herself basically as 
capable as convent ional deepsea cruisers and added t he special 
virtues of t he type. Here she drops into Buffalo Ha rbour , on her 
way from t he Cape. 
Victress 's crew fo r the " up" journey-left to right: Skipper 
John Goodwin, of Speedwell and Stormvogel fa me, Bob Kershaw, 
John Kerr, Jaap Allison and George Hawkins who had the ship 
built . Her owner is now Roy Fi nlay, who plans a n ocean crossing 
with his spouse. 

Archives of Richard Crockett 
& Sailing Publications. 

www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za



LOOK 

NO 
PROP! 

BRITISH ANZANI 

Safety Sealed 3 h .p. Outboard 
• No propeller to endanger swimmers 

and children. 
•Nothing to foul with mooring lines, 

weeds etc. 
• Fully reversible. 
• No gears - no gearbox maintenance. 
• No water pump- motor is force fed 

from the drive. 
• No shear pin to go. 

Trade enquiries to : 

APWOOD (PTV.) LTD. 
P.O. Box 7844 .Johannesburg 
Telephone 33-1679 Telegrams 'Apwood' 

Franchise arrangements open for 
some areas of South Africa 
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BASHING IT 
By Tri to Durban 

(Continued from page 65) 

OUT 

nar row rocky head . and into the lagoon. Bob was kee pi :1g 
a watch from the bow with a n Aldis la mp to pick ou t 
dangers and we sl id throu gh in to Ship's ove and pro­
ceeded up the harbour. 

The Kn ysna Yacht C lub was havin g a rega tta and the 
boat s hed was brightly lit. I mi took thi s for the cl ub­
house o n the e nd of the pier and steered too c lo e to the 
and bank a nd s tuck . With only 2 ft. 9 in . of draught , 

s he was easy to push off; Bo b jumped ove r the side. had 
her in the chan nel in a few mi nutes and a iled on up to 
He ntie's Boa te l where we docked just after 3 a.m . 

H e ntie was rudel y awa kened bu t very kindl y robbed a 
new outboard of the parts to repa ir ours. In the mea Hime 
we were s upplied wit'i coffee a nd late r a large brea kfa; t 

for a ll of which there was no c ha rge! 
We were escorted ou t of Knysna Harbour pas t the 

yac ht c lub. where Bill Burto n the Commodore gave u a 
hon voyage wave. and ove r the bar which had got up wi th 
the change of tide. by Barmaid II , He ntie's catam;i ran. 

John Kerr was re porting our pos ition da il y to H .Q. in 
Maritzburg o n a in gle s ide ba nd transmitter. and clo e to 
port we u ed the ra dio telephone. Apa rt fro m the two 
radio tra nsmitter-receive rs, we ca rried two log . two radio 
direc tion fi :: de rs, one Eddisto r.e receiver a nd o ne dep th 
meter. A ge nera ting p lant was ins ta!!ed in one of the s;>on­
sons to kee p all these instrumen ts and our light u pp lied 
with power. 

A s we neared Ea t London there was some pecul:t tion 
a to o ur fu e l suppl y holding ou t. A light breeze d id in 
fact he lp us a nd we made it into ha rbo ur with o .~;y three 
ga llo ns in the tank. 

George was buttonholed by the South African Custom 
- who we re not to be left o ut of the genera l exci tement 
- a nd returned to the s hip with a mo t impres ive se t of 
papers (in triplica te) with a huge red sea l a t the top! 

However. we were e corted out of the harbo ur by a 
m o to r launch a nd waved goodbye as the shee ts we re hard­
e ned in for a beat again t the north-wester. 

Towards Port St. Johns we ran into a violent electrica l 
qorm . It was o ne of tho e d a rk a nd sto rm y night when 
a nything ca n ha ppe n. and did . Firs t o f a ll the wind sp rang 
up a nd whipped the sea into a c rea m -c heese foam , then 
the hydra ulic s teering ca me u;;s tuck . While we were batt ling 
in the dark to get in sa il ar.d s tream the sea anchor we 
we re drenched with s hee ts of rain a nd s pray . The vivid 
heets of lightning howed up the rockbound coast to­

wa rds which we were drifting o ut of control. 
After ome feverish work we were ab le to repair the 

s tee ring a nd se t the s taysa il. a nd ran before the wind wh ic h 
was fortunately now blowing tra ight for Durban . The 
e lec trical storm died away and the wind increased to 40 
knots on the wind-speed indicator a the sun a t la t ca me 
over the horizon . 

We were now running down some conside rable waves 
under main , taysa il a nd mizzen , surf riding o n the ere ts. 
There was a con iderable s train on the rudde r and leer­
ing beca me diffi cult. At last an ex tra-la rge wave built up 

Skipper John Goodwin, shows the broken rudder which sheared 
off when Victress broached , while running hard . 

as te rn a nd Victress poised he r e lf o n the ere t and hot 
fo rwa rd at a tremendous peed which I e tima ted at I 
knots. The leering went li ght a nd she swung in a g rea t 
curve and came up broadside to the wave which broke 
unde rnea th her ending he r s liding sideway . 

She had bro~ched a t speed under ideal conditions for a 
ca psize- and all tha t had ha ppened was the rudder broke 
off nea tl y at the water line! 

We dropped the sa ils a nd trea med the ea anchor. I 
unbolted the hydraulic ram a nd . rigging a ha lya rd from 
the mizzen through the end of the boom , we lifted the 
da maged rudder clear. Bob and Jaa pie had the pa re one 
on deck by thi time and it was lowered mto place. 

I thought it would ta ke a long time to get the pintles 
fitted to the gudgeons but, as luck would ha ve it, l s lipped 
the rudder on at the firs t attempt a nd exact ly 40 minutes 
afte r we broached we were in bu ine s aga in . 

The wind lighte ned in the afternoon and we a iled pa t 
the South Coast of N a ta l during the evening, entering 
Durba n Ha rbour at 3 a.m . the following d ay just St day 
out from Cape Town . 

I would make the fo ll owing po int of comparison with 
a conventiona l yach t : 

(I) Decidedly fa te r on a ll points of a iling. 
(2) Heels only about 5 pe r cent a nd is therefore more 

comfortable a lthough a t times the m o tion i a little more 
jerky. 

(3) Safer a t sea , as there i no heavy keel a~d wou ld 
rema in a floa t even if severel y d a maged a nd leakmg. They 
a re a lso beachable. 

(4) C heaper foot for fool. . . 
(5) More room i required for moo rmg and ge ttmg under 

way. . 
(6) Not so positive in tay a a keel yacht a nd re~u1_re 

different methods of ha ndling. I feel he re some redes1gn111g 
of the s teering would help a lot. . 

Victress's crew for the trip back to Cape wa : Skipper. 
Lieutenant Commander Dick Prior, Commodore of the 
Point Y acht Club ; a New Zea la nder Pe~er HariFeave : 

n Ame rica n , Ha nk Pa uloo; a Rhode 1an pol~ceman. 
Da nn y Werth : and , o f cour e , her owner Roy Fmlay. 

She met heavy wea ther most of the wa_Y ~own , and took 
14 days instead of the expected five or 1x Ill con equence. 
Off Agu lhas he had the fa miliar du ting, being blown 100 
miles out to sea. She brou ght her e lf a nd her crew back to 
her home port, however, in fine fettle . 

John Goodwin. :: 

Stormvogel's record passage 

I
T is good to see how consi tently Srormvogel live up to 
her rather redoubtable name! 
She arrived back in the Cape for her refit after a real 

fighting hea d-wind passage from Las Palma~ and now, on 
her way to do battle in thi s year" das 1c ew '(ork­
Bermuda ocean race, the Stellenbosch-built racer continues 
the story of hard sa iling. . 

Only s ketchy detail s come to ha nd while Kee Bruyn­
zee l's sh ip is at sea. but we know from a cable from 
Be le m Brazil to hi s home that she broke her o~n record 
from Cape T~wn to St. He lena ~y geOing there m 9 day 
16 hou rs. Distance i 1,700 sea mile . . . . . 

Then la ter we heard briefl y from Port o Spam, Tnm­
da d th'at on ' the way up the South American _coast he 
broke the triple cen tury for one day's run . Her distance by 
log of 302 miles has neve r been bettered to our knowl~dge 
by a yacht designed to_ ~he rcie~ off th:r!ri~:I ;>~~ahn se:c~ 
ing Club an~ the Cru1 mg u 0 

3 
ft 

m ea ured hmll to overa ll length of 7 ·. · d "d 
In the old heyday of sa il , clipper ships horn! etlmle ( 1d 

. . · down before a w o e ga e an 
thi s runnmg their easting · · ) b t the e hip 
in fac t a lmost hit 400 on rare occasions ·. u 
were a t lea t I OOO to nners. Srormvogel might have ~ad a 
bit o f a lift fr~m the coastwise c urrent . but her day run 
i s till a n a tonishing achieveme nt. T . C I 

A l o o n the high ea now out of Cape o"'.n is o . 
S H J ff ' fine U hlma nn-de igned motor- ailer ketch 

. -. eb reyds for a cru ise of indefinite length . All outh 
or air oun f g :: 

African yacht men wi h her ortunate pa a e . 
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WATER!! 
Blue water sailors, ditch crawlers, 
sticks-and-string men and even old 
shellbacks go overboard for the 
range of water sports equipment at 
CNA. Life jackets, Fishing rods 
and tackle. Underwater fishing 
equipment including masks, snorkels, 
and fli ppers, full range of Li-Lo 

inflatable products, 
etc. riders, 

air beds, surf 

JOHANNESBURG Commissione r St-reet 

VEREENIGING Merriman Avenue 

PRETORIA Church Street 

GERMISTON President Street 

KLERKSDORP Church Street 

PO RT ELIZABETH Main Street 

DURBAN West St reet 

PIETERMARITZBURG Church St reet 
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