
His first contact with the shore (above) after 81 days at sea. 
Rhodesian Humphrey Thwaits on board of his 27 ft . home buil t 
yacht Humpty-doo, which he sailed single handed from Australia . 

0 October 2, after 8 1 day at sea, a tired 39-year-old 
Rhodesian a rrived at the D urban yacht ba in after sail­

ing hi yacht Hr1mpty-Doo ingle-handed all the way 
from Queensland, Australia. 

Hi la t port of call had been Thur day I land. ince he 
left ai rn in Queensland, the harde t part of his trip had 
been trying to get into Durban. For a week he ba ttled 
wi th strong wind which kept blowing him up the coa t. 
Hi yacht carried no engine. 

Humphrey T h wai ts, an engineer's surveyor, left Rh ode­
ia in 1948 fo r Au tralia. 

He had built the yacht, which was launched in March 
this year, him elf taking three year for the job. 

Humpty Doo belong to the Daydream Cla , de igned 
by Kenneth Watts, Sydney. 

Humph rey had hacked a piece into the Au tralian bu h 
and then tarted building his dreamboat from cratch. He 
even had to borrow money to obtain the plan ! 

Jt had been in his mind from the tart to ail in his own 
yacht back to Africa and go to ee his parents in Rh odesia 
again. He ha no big round-the-world plans for hi hip. 

He enjoyed every minute of the trip and never felt bored. 
Throughout hi voyage he kept a log and made drawing 
of the thing he aw- island . bird , whales or ju t an end-
le tretch of ea. 

Whale and dolphin followed him on the trip and he 
aid that a the hell of hi boat wa so thin he could 

clearly hear the whi tling noi e dolphins and whale made 
to communicate with each other. 

He had al o made a large fi h of cloth for his little 
cou in. "lt proved to be a very hungry one," he aid. It 
had eaten half an army blanket. 

Another thing that had kept him bu y on the trip was 
making mead, an alcoholic mixture made of honey and 
water. 

Also, of cour e, there were the variou and never-ending 
little job of maintenance to be done to the boat. 

Humphrey has now left for Rhode ia to work on a 
tobacco plantation. He want to buy new ail for his boat. 
And then? He will ju t ee what he feel like doing next. 
What i the u e of making plan , anyway! 

RIGHT, TOP TO BOTTOM : 

Humpty Doo starts taking shape, out in the Australian bush . 

Some whales followed the yacht for hours out in the Indian Ocean. 

The Australian ensign, and the endless horizon ofthe Indian Ocean . 
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from WIDE 
HORIZONS 

~i~ 
® Our gal in Durban, BIANCA 
LA VIES, talks to and photographs 
some of this summer's ocean-crossing 
"little ship men" calling at South 
African ports. 

The Tuarangi , from New Zealand, another double-ender, took 
six years in the building. She is also circumnavigating the trade­
wind route . 

The 36-ft. round-the-world ketch Myonie which turned up 
in Durban crewed by an American couple, Dr. Albert 

Gehrman and his wife Helen-all three shown here just after 
their arrival off the Point Yacht Club. The ship was designed by 
John Hanna, who with Bill Hand were the chief exponen~s in the 
States of the popular Colin Archer-type of deepwater ship . More 
about the bluewater folk in this issue's "Durban Doings" feature . 

The crew of Tuarangi. From left: Peter Baxter, Owen Jones , Jack 
Crooks and Jack Hargreaves. All except Englishman Owen are 
from lnvercargill, New Zealand . 

The junk Ying Hong's new crew are, from left: Pat and Mi.ke 
Briant, Wally Johnson of Durban, and Leon le Roux of Pretoria . 
The dragon figu rehead was carved in Durban by a friend of the 
ship, Henry Nevill . 

The Chinese junk Ying Hong, which has slipped mooring after a 
long stay in Durban, and had dropped in on Knysna at time of 
going to press . Here she is sailing down the bay on her way to the 
blue water again . 

Archives of Richard Crockett 
& Sailing Publications. 

www.sailing.co.za - editor@sailing.co.za



RON CHI'S 

BOAT 
BUILDERS 

For boats of exquisite finish and workman$hip 
in the best traditions of Italian craftsmen 

COME AND SEE US 

AT OUR NEW 

PREMISES 

22 High Road 

Fordsburg 

Johannesburg 

Telephone 835-2474 

TRAILERS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
• For outboard motor 
trailing at any speed. 

• Well constructed 
out of light, cold rolled 
channelling. 

• Ready for the road . 

• 550 x I 5 Wheels . 

FROM R90.00 

light boats 
sai Ii ng craft . 

High speed trailing. 

550 x IS Wheels. FROM R50.00 

MURSON ENTERPRISES (PTY) LTD. 
Specialising in all types of steel tube bending and 

Trailers for every purpose. 

25 POWER ST. , GERMISTON. TELEPHONE 51 -8646 
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were given a gun on one occa ion a nd received a prize 
for the best lo ers. 

At the tart of the fir t race there wa a very light 
outh-we terly cau ing a drifting match during the fir t 

round. The fir t mark wa rounded first by Ron We ton 
in his harpie Ricochet of Henley ailing lub. H e wa 
followed by the Sprog 011eye11e of Island Sailing lub. 
then Du rban's Jezehel and the recently-launched Glendee 

harpie Umko11to, ai led by G. Durh am. 
The Sp~og had taken the lead at the end of that r und , 

followed by the pearhead Moye11i , sailed by David Adey 
of Henl ey Sailing lub, who had gained four place . fol­
lowed by Ricochet. 

uddenly the wind came up and a whole bun h of 
yachts came down on the three leading boat , causing a 
complete change of posi tion at the ne t mark. Jezehel, 
lying fourth. uddenly dropped to eleventh. 

The pearhead kept his lead and Johan Louter. who 
like a bit of wind. roared up from well back into ec nd 
place. 

The two were on well ahead of the rest of the fleet 
and fini hed in the same order, followed by the harpie 
U111ko11to, sai led by G. Durham. 

There wa a nice sai ling breeze for the econd race. 
with the wind lowly changing to the north -ea t and 
gradually increa ing. 

The harpie Umko11to was in th e lead for most of the 
race, but was overtaken ju t before the fini h by the Spear­
head Moyeni. Louter managed to work hi way up after 
being well back at the tart , to fini h third . 

A tiff north-ea ter at the tart of the third ra e developed 
gradually into a howling gale. Only 16 out of 27 tarter 
managed to finish. Even the Durban boat , which are u ed 
to windy condition . went over evcral time . 

The hero of the race wa Johan Louter who took the 
lead and got fa rther and farther ahead till he finally cro ed 
with a margin of 3{ min .. beating hi own handicap. He 
was followed by Jezebel. 

The overall result on handicap of the three races made 
. larence, who ai led the Sprog Sa/y11elh from the 

Ladysmith Boating lub . the winner f the Tom Worth ­
ington Trophy. econd was Johan Louter of Durban and 
third L. J. Emanuel of the Newcastle Aquatic lub who 
had ailed hi Finn Fury. larence won the trophy for 
the econd yea r in ucce ion . 

On Mond ay five team of i boat each took pa rt in 
the inter-clu b team ra e for the Parthenon Inter- lub 

hield . Th i was pre ented three year ago by Herbert 
Evan and Co. Ltd. , on condition that the venue for the 
competition i nominated by the Glcndee Yacht I ub or 
Gary Newton, who has been a member of the club for 
five year and i their repre entative in the atal Yacht­
ing A ociation. 

The c nte t i to be held prefe ra bly in inland water . 
The teams were Henley Sailing lub. Point Ya ht lub. 

Glendee Yacht lub. Lady mith Boating lub and New­
ca tie Aquatic port lub. The Point Yacht lub had 
only five boat . 

The Henley Sailing lub became the winner with 3.570 
point . The Point Yacht lub wa> >e ond with 3.088 and 
the Glendee Yacht lub third with 3,053 point . 

The race wa . at the sa me time , an all-in ealed handi­
cap. won by Umt.011to , G . Durham. with Moye11i, D. dey, 
econd and Kozuka, R. We ton. third . 

Mr . Ai Ileen Beavitt . the ommodorc' wife, pre ented 
the prize . 

Mr. Weston , wife of the ommodore of the Hen! y 
Sailing lub .wa judge: Mr. Walters wa corer and 
handica pper: and Mr. Bill Morga from ewea tic wa 
tarter. 
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Steve Glinane 's new H.M . V. fibreblass Finn Finance- the first 
Dutch Finn in the Durban fleet . 

Deep water visitors 

B 
ILL GEER I G wa welcomed to Durban after a thrce­

weck si ngle-handed trip from Mauritiu in Kate, by 
a 64 m.p.h. torm. 

The 35-ft. ketch had practically rea hed Durban when 
a gale sprang up and he decided to head out t ea again 
for afety. . 

t midnight the wind wa recorded by _ the Bluff 1gnal 
tation a t 64 m.p.h. It was the wor i wind which Kale 

had c perienced during her eight-month voyage from Hong 
Kong where he wa built. 

Bill Geering i originally from Adelaide, Australia. _The 
ketch wa de igned partly by him and pa rtly by a friend 
and took eight month to build. He had left Ho~g Kong 
in pril and had ailed via Penang and Rodnguez to 
Mauritiu . It i hi first vi it to South Africa. 

Bill Geering receives his first mail aboard Kate of. ~ong Kong 
after pulling in from a three-week passage from Mau r1t1us . 

Photo : Bianca La vies . 

The Chinese junk Ying Hong . . . 

A TER spending 18 month s in Durban. the hinese 
junk Yi111J Ho111J ha continued her wandering round 
the world. he left Durban for a pe Town just before 

Christma with three men , one girl. a Siamese kitten and a 
anary on board. 

he is the second hinese Junk to be in outh frican 
waters since 1848. 

(Continued on page 72) 
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Look for this emblem 
You'll see it 

more and more often 
amongst the leading yachts 

Right now you can get 
Flying Sails cut to suit 
all classes-including 

Ocean-going craft. 
Also available, a complete 
range of aluminium masts, 

aluminium booms, 
rudders and centre boards. 

Write for your brochure now .I 

RECENT SUCCESSES 
Lourenco Marques Regatta 
lst and 2nd Sharpie 
lst Spearheads, lst Sprogs 
l.S.C. Winter Regatta, 
Durban, lstSprogs 
Tvl Sharpie Championships 
Aloe Fjord lst, 2nd, 3rd, 4th 
O.F.S. Championships. 
lst Sprog 

FLYING 
~AILS 

P.O. Baragwanath, Transvaal 
Phone 32-6581 Johannesburg 
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more CLUB NOTES 
(Continued from page 71 ) 

The onl y one left of the original crew i Mike Briant. 
Mike is 27, was born in England , but grew up in Cape 
Town and then joined the Merchant Navy. He had the 
Yi11 g Ho11g built in Hong Kong and sailed from there m 
August, 1961 , on the 9,000-mile voyage to Durban, with 
two other crew members. 

The others now on board are Wally Johnson , of Durban, 
who is part owner of the junk and Leon le Roux, 20, of 
Pretoria , who studies engineering but plans to take a break 
for 18 months. Then there is Mike's wife Pat. Mike and 
Pat were married in December la t year. She i a Durban 
girl. 

They plan to spend about two months in Cape Town, 
where they will decide where to go next- England or the 
West Ind ies. " lt will probably be the West Jndies," said 
Pat. They would then sail to England , where Mike hopes 
to get his master's ticket. 

Eventually the junk wi ll be sold in the United States. 
During the trip from Hong Kong to Durban the main­

mast broke twice. The piece had been lashed together 
till the junk recentl y got a new ma t, made by Mike from 
a log brought up from Cape Town. While in Durban the 
junk had a railwa y line fitted along the full length of her 
keel to give her extra ballast. 

They also had a new mainsail made. 

Ketch from In vercargill 

A 10-FT. round-the-world-ketch, Tuarangi, arrived 
at Durban recently manned by three New Zealanders 
and an Englishman. 

They built the ketch themselves in six )'.ea rs and had 
left Jnverca rgill in January. They had sailed to South 
Africa by way of Australia, Indonesia and Mauritius. 
T hey left Reunion J 5 days before arriving in Durban , _a nd 
during that trip they had experienced the strongest winds 
of their trip. 

One of the crew, Peter Baxter, developed pneumonia in 
the middle of the Indian Ocean , 12 days from the nea rest 
port but recovered in five days. 

Owen Jones has left for Engl and , but the three New 
Zealand ers hope to work in Durban for some time before 
continu ing their trip- through the Panama Canal to the 
South Sea I land . 

Leisurely Wanderers ... 

A FfER a two-year round-the-world trip in their 36-ft. 
ketch M yo11ie, the American couple Dr. Albert Gehr­
man and his wife Helen '"sneaked into Durban har­

bour", as the newspapers put it. 
This becau e the y came in in a rather unusual way : in 

the middle of the night. 
They managed to find their way round on a 33-yea r-old 

map of Durban given to them by an English ship in Mauri­
tiu . Things had changed considerably since then! They 
ci rcled the harbour five times blowing their horn and , as it 
looked a if they could wake no one up, they berthed on 
a vacant moorning near T jetty and went below to catch 
up on sleep. 

Onl y a t 11 next morning were they "officially discovered" 
by the ha rbour authorities. 

They left their home in Miami two years ago, ailing 
by way of Jamaica to the Galapago Islands and Tahiti, 
where they explored islands for three months.They then 
continued to Samoa, Fiji , the Solomon I land and the 
Philippine . 

There at Zambange they had the worst experience of 
their trip. One night while they were ashore, their yacht 
was burgled and all their clothes, blanket and most of 
their other belongings, including a 16-mm. movie camera, 
were taken. 

They sailed next to Singapore and Ceylon, the Maldive 
and Mauritius, their last port of call before Durban. 

(Continued on page 82) 
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FLYING DUTC HMAN OWN ERS' ASSOC IATION OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. NEWS LETTER NO. 48 

Acting Hon. Sec.: la11 H . Beynon, c / o Trigonometrical 
Survey Office, Rhodes Ave., Mowbray, Cape. 

FLYING DUTCHMAN BULLETIN No. 38 , 
of December, 1963 , has ju t been re­
ceived by airmail. Owing to un­
desira ble developments in the treat­
ment of the transom, the following 
additions to the rule have been for­
mul ated , and will be applicable from 
February I , 1964. 

Addition to General Rule lV, and 
to apply to all boats whether 11ew 
or old. 

··No projections or aperture are 
permitted in the transom within 20 
mm. of the outside of the hull , other 
than rudder pintles and two drain 
holes each not larger than 20 mm. in 
diameter. Where the kin of the boat 
joins the transom, the radius may not 
exceed 10 mm." 

A further addition to Rule IV applicable to new boats 
only when measured for the first time after January J, 
1964. 

"The transom must be set at the ext reme end of the 
boat and at right angles to the waterline ax is a shown on 
the pl an. It must conform to the plan at full scale a nd be 
control led by the table of off sets. " 

The above information has been a irmailed to a ll 
national auth orities, but should be in the hands of indi­
vidual members of the As ociation in a few weeks' time. 

The Committee of the 1.F.D.C.O. is given the righ t to 
alter rules under General Rule XX "to prevent unde ir­
able constructions or deviat ions from the plans and rules, 
which a re not in the spirit of the cla s and might en­
danger the one-design principle". 

The Committee of the F.D. Association of S.A. wishes 
to gratefully acknowledge a don a tion by S.A.Y.R.A. to the 
Giilcher fund . 

The following letter has been received . 

The Hon. Secretary, 
F.D.O.A.S. A. 

Dea r Sir, 
I have to advise yo u th at the Counci l has agreed to 

give your Association a grant of R I 00 towards the ex­
penses of Mr. GUlcher's visit to this country and in addi­
tio11 a further grant of rand for rand collected by you 
between now and May I 0, 1964. Thi Association's grant 
on the rand-for-rand bas is sha ll not exceed R244. 

Yours faithfully. 
(Signed) E. Burner. 

Hon. Secretary. 

It is ha rdl y necessary fo r me to add that to make the 
most of this generous offer it is up to those members of 
our Association who have, as yet, not sent in their con­
tributions, to do so before May I 0, 1964. 

An enthusiastic letter has been received from Conrad 
Giilcher, in which he anticipates with much pleasure his 
visit to South Africa. He has presented two unrigged hal.f 
model s of an F.D. as prizes in the tuning-up races. It is 
hoped tha t he- or his charming wife- will present them 
to the winning skippers at the W.P.S.A. cocktail party on 
the afternoon of January 7. . . . 

Dr. Hugh Foord, our energetic and enthus1ast1c Presi­
dent , has just edited a 600-ft. film on the 1963 F.D. 
Winter Championships at Durban and a taped commen­
tary. Thi will be shown one evening at the National, and 
knowing Hugh , the commentary alone will be worth put­
ti ng off any previous engagement! This is a film made by 
yachtsmen for yachtsmen and it is some indication of the 
energetic spirit and enthusia m which prevail s in our class. 
Long may it continue. 

As the various schemes of the Irrigation Department are 
completed- so does a yacht club come into being. qne 
such is the Midmar Dam at Howick, 15 miles from Mantz-
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burg on the Johannesburg road. Here the Henley Sai, 
Club wi ll have its new headquarters. This club i desiro, 
of promoting an F.D. Clas on this magnificent sheet o 
water-4 OOO acres , twice the size of Durban Bay! The} 
have a ~umber of potential ski ppers, who, while unable 
to afford a new F. D., would be interested in good second­
hand boats at a lower price. 

My very best wishes to yo u all f~r 1964 and may our 
Assoc ia tion grow in keennes and in strength. 

Ian Beynon. 

SPEARHEAD-GOODRICKE - Hon. Sec.: K. Quiding, 
P .O. Box 6424, Johannesburg. 

IT IS NOW A YEAR since the head­
quarters of the Spearhead-Goodricke 
Class Association moved from the 
Ca pe to the Transvaal where the 
majority of Spearheads are registered. 
It is , however, most disa ppointing 
to see how little enthusiasm is dis ­
played by members of the Associa­
tion. This was most aptl y illustrated 
at the Transvaal Dingaan 's Regatta 
where seven Spearheads were entered . 
of which six came f:o m Florida and 
one from Klerksdorp. Not one of 
the many Spearheads registered at 
the home club, Transvaal Yacht 

Club, entered or even put in an appearance during the 
regatta. It was fe lt that by moving the headquarters to the 
Transvaal it mi ght be possible to get to know each other 
better, but with the lack of enthusiasm hown by mem­
bers thi ha been impos ible. 

It was pleasing to see, however, that East Rand entered 
a team in the Transvaal Cup and that 1Brian Hutty and 
Tony van Oerle trailed their boats all the way to Hart­
beespoort for the one race. It was a lso significant that in 
the recent opin ion poll in connection with the Spearhead 
week or week-end onl y 28 per cent of the members com­
pleted the form and returned it to the Secretary even 
though an addressed prepaid envelope was enclo ed. 

Your Secretary has con tantl y asked for news article 
to be incorporated in this magazi ne, but the e have very 
seldom been received. This is an earnest plea to all mem­
bers to help with the running of the Assoc iation and with 
the fostering of the class as a whole. 

The competiti on at the recent Dingaa n's Regatta at 
Hartbeespoort Dam wa of a good standa rd , and proved 
interesting. Throughout the series it was a battle between 
John Harrison and Dudley Skelton who sa iled Johnny 
Roux's boat Skebenga, and Doug Miller sai ling Quixie 
from Klerksdorp for first place. After two races they were 
lying even with the same number of points, and the 
final race decided the winner. Doug Miller led in the 
fin a l race for most of the way until right towards the 
end of the race John Harrison ca me up from behind and 
managed to get the gun. 

Throughout the series Gert Wiebols was a constant 
challenger and at times led the race, while Niel Bramwell 
sailed well at the start of the races but was unable to 
keep up towards the end. Bob McCall was unfortunate 
in being put out of two races, but ailed an excellent race 
to win the Transvaal Cup race and lead in the Florida 
team consisting of Bob McCall , John Harri on and Doug 
Harrow mi th who took the trophy home. 

The final placings were as follows : I. John Harrison in 
Skebenga ; 2. Doug Mi ller in Quixie; 3. Gert Wiebols in 
Nestor; 4. Keith Quiding in Nhlanzi. . 

New has been received from Nyasaland that David 
McCalman is intending to build a new hull towards the 
middle of this year which will increase their flee t to 
four boats. 

News from England is that Johnn y S~ears will be defend­
ing the trophy in the Burnham Icicle race in January 
with John Hunter as crew, and the Association wishes 
them well, and hopes that for the second time the name 
Spearhead will be engraved on the base of this well­
known English cup . 

(Continued on page 74) 
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J! atsep & JLaptborn JLtb. 
Cowes, I. 0 . W . Gospo rt , Hants. 

We hold limited stocks of 
sails fo r the fo llowing 

classes from th.is world­
re nowned maker. 

A n rl y 

En t e rpri se 

Finn 

O . K . 

ha rpi e 

p rog 

pea rhead 

O rde r w ith confid ence t h r ugh t he So le Agents in o uth 
Africa and Rhodes ia :-

The South Al rican Canvas Co. (PTY.) 

LTD. 

23 Ke rk treet Jo ha nne burg ( H ead Offi ce) 

9 i Bree St. , Ca pe T o w n - i 9 Esp la nad e , D urba n 

the r branc hes at Po rt Elizabeth , East Lo ndo n, 
Bloe mfonte in, Kroonstad , Kle rksdo rp , ali sbury , Bu lawayo 

EVERY 
needs a 

YACHTSMAN 
'SA IL O R' 

The SAILOR Radi o-telephone with fully 
transisto rized receiver operates from 

torch batteries. 

Direction Finding fa ci lit .es available wi th t he Fe r­
ri te Navigator which is placed di rect ly o n th e chart 

-no outside loop re quire d­
bearin gs can be ru le d directly 

onto the c ha rt . 

- --- .... TE:;::-:..: - ---::_--;_ 
~~~~~ 

Fo r 
demon s trati o n 

ca ll at:-

MARCONI (SOUTH AFRI CA) LIMITED 
MARINE BRANCH 

House, 15 Chia ppini St., Cape Town 
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more CLUB NOTES 
(Continued from page 72) 

A nd he re they a re, a plea a n t friendl y coup le w ho 
o r igi na ll y se t off to see the is la nd s in the P ac ific and the y 
" kept o n gom g beca use il was eas ie r" 

They take a tre me ndo u inte re t in the peopl e the y 
meet a nd the things they see. T hey read a bout the culture 
a nd the histo ry of each pl ace be fo re the y visit it. Dr. Gehr­
ma n eve n studied Po lynes ian to be a ble to unde rsta nd 
the peo pl e he wou ld meet o n the Pac ific island . 

He is w ri ti ng a boo k a bo ut t he ir t r ip a nd has been 
keepin g a record s i'nce they le ft o n 16-mm. m ov ie fi lm . 
In fact he pla ns to w rite three books: o ne adve nture tory, 
o ne o n the techn ica l side fo r use by future round-the -world 
cruisin g yachtsmen a nd o ne o n the type of cooking o n 
boa rd a nd how to simpl ify it. 

On the la tter as pect they seem to ha ve mad e a special 
a r t. Durin g the trip the y ofte n have fres h fi sh . " H e le n i 
excelle nt at cooking fi sh ," said Dr. G ehrma n. ' 'It i a maz­
ing that the mo re fi sh yo u ea t the mo re you. like it. We 
even eat it raw, either in the Ja pa nese way wnh so ya a nd 
musta rd , o r in the T a hi t ia n way, s ma ll pieces soaked in 
lime juice a nd ea te n w ith o n ion a nd ga rl ic." 

He le n ba kes fresh bread o nce a d a y, o n top o f the fi re 
in a frying pa n. Ba k ing powde r is used instead of yea t 
a nd the y eat it w it h p ineapple or peaches o ut of ti n . 

Their b ig mea l they ha ve ea rl y at n ight. so that He le n 
has a cha nce of t idy in g up the ga ll ey before it gets dark. 

The y us ua ll y car ry fresh po tatoes a nd o nio ns, bu t ha ve 
expe r ienced tha t the best way is to find o ut, after a rriving 
at an isla nd , what the chea pest food is a nd the n buy lot 
of tha t. 

In Ceylon it was ti nned pinea ppl e. In Si nga po re da maged 
t ins tha t were d ropped durin g s hipme nt. In Fiji tinned 
sa usages fro m Austra lia a nd in Ame rica n Samoa the y 
vis ited a new tun a fi sh fac tory w he re they were old two 
ea es o f tu na very chea pl y. 

In one of the small isla nd in the Pac ific the y e xcha nged 
o ld c lothes for food a nd eve n sai led off with fi ve live 
ch icke n which they had excha nged fo r a neck-tie each . 
They tied them in a row . o ne leg to the next so that they 
could no t get away, a nd gave the m the run of ha lf the 
deck . They were fed o n gro und coco nu t. To thei r s ur­
pri e a nd great de light. the re was a n egg in the cockpi.t each 
mo rnin g. As a resul t the y were rat he r a pprehens ive 111 

ki ll ing the fi rst as they we re sca red it migh t be the one 
tha t laid the eggs ! T hey ma de the boat very d irty, howeve r, 
a nd in the e nd after getting very t ired of scrubb ing every­
thin g d own each morn ing o ne chic ke n wa prepa red in 
th e pressure cooker every three day fro m the n o nward . 

The pressure cooker ha d proved a very necessa ry item 
as at o me isla nds the meat was ext re me ly tough. 

Duri ng the tri p, A lbert wo rks according to a Ii t. 
F irst th ing in the m o rn ing he would wind h i ch ro no meter 
a nd his wa tch , the ro pes a re checked a s we ll a s the sai ls 
to see tha t nothin g is wea r ing o r need s immed iate re pai r­
in g. Three t imes a day a sigh t is ta ke n. 

If near a coa t w here they co uld unde rsta nd the la ng­
uage, they would listen to the wea ther fo recast a nd the 
new . Albert a lso kept a dia ry a nd fro m th is he would 
work o n his book seve ra l hours a wee k. Helen corrects 
the manuscripts beca use " he r English i much better tha n 
m ine" ' . 

H ele n is, a part fro m the cook, a lso the ba rber. Albert 
said , " I get a ha ircut five d ays before reach ing port to give 
it the cha nce to grow out a bit when it ha ppens to be not 
such a good one. " 

They sha re the night wa tches, wh ich a re three ho urs on , 
th ree ho urs off. ''You get so used to the sound of your 
boat, th o ugh , tha t you ca n hear if the sa ils a re not r igh t," 
Albe rt sa id. 

They ba th o nce a da y in sa lt wa te r a nd we t the deck a 
this keeps it cool be low. On the ir tr ip from M a ur it ius, 
which too k 21 da ys of which they were becalmed fo r nine , 
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the y saw tho usa nd s of tuna fi sh , b ird s a nd wha le , w hich 
ca me up to the boat to spl a sh around it. 

M yo 11 ie was built in 195 1 a nd designed b y Jo hn Ha nna . 
She ·ha a 12-ft. bea m a nd is ver y heav il y bu ilt. She is 
ve ry conforta b le inside a nd the . cou pl e pre fe r co m fo r t to 
peed. Th e engine i a four-cylmder p etrol e ng111e <;>f 16 

h p. which the y sa y they used ve ry h tt le. A lbert a id he 
knew ve ry I itt le a bout engines w he n he le ft a nd " I a m now 
beginnin g to be a n ex pe rt" . T he y car ry between 80 to 100 
ga ll o ns of wate r. 

The coupl e ha d no deep-sea sa ilin g exper_ience w he n 
they left Mia mi two yea rs ago. T hey a re pl a nn111 g . to leave 
Durba n in Ja nua ry for Ca pe Town, a fter which they 
w ill go via St. Helena a nd Ascens io n bac.k to Mia mi w he re 
they ho pe to be in May before the hurrica ne sea o n ta r ts 
in June . 

Th ro ugho ut the ir t r ip they ha ve coll ec ted so uven ir fro m 
a ll the isla nds they visited a nd the ma ny spears a nd mask ~ 
now deco ra t ing the ir ca bin w ill afte r t hey a rrive m Mia m i 
br ing back the me mor ies of thei r un fo rgettable 21:-yea r­
round -the-world trip fo r ma n y yea r to co me whe n they 
have set tl ed d own aga in to a li fe a sho re. 

TOP: Some of the fleet of Sharpies sailing at East Rand during 
their three day Christmas regatta . 

ABOVE: Paddy Peel-Pea rce rounding one of the marks in his 
Sprog. 

Photos: Andy Embleton 

O cean -crossing model . . . 

A C APE TOWN d ress d es igne r, R o bert Abra ha.m , a t 
p resent living in Durba n, mad e a perfect replica of 
the C hinese jun k just before she sai led. 

The model was given by him as a present to the o wne.r, 
Mike Briant, who says it will be pl aced in the ma in cabm 
o f the junk und er a glass case. 

(Continued on page 84) 
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Shop in our 

MARINE 
DEPARTMENT 

SPEEDOM ETERS 
BY SMITHS 

~STEERING 
~ WHEELS 
PROPELLERS 
(all sizes) ~fJ WATER 

SKIS a FENDERS 

and a host 

/ 
BOATHOO KS 

more . .. 

ALL THIS 
and 

MERCURY 
Too! 

STANSFIELD RATCLIFFE & CO. LTD. 
CAPE TOWN : 105 St rand St. - P.O . Box 797 - Tel. 4 1- 1881 

PRETORIA : 452 Church St. - P.O . Box 54 - Tel. 2-0857 

WINDHOEK : Peter Muller St. - P.O. Box 50 15 - Tel. 5973 

KIMBERLEY : 95 Du Toitspan Rd. - P.O. Box 487 - Tel. 7261 

KNYSNA: (Sub Agent) HENTIES CRAFT-P.O . Box 93-Tel. 121 
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A 

WATCO c 
0 

T I MBER 
GU ARD 
MARINE 

Cut water absorbtion with WA TCO 
Timber Guard Marine - the ideal 
wood sealer for all types of boats. 

This new preservative is composed of resins, 
hardeners and worm and beetle poisons, 
carried in a solvent. When applied to bare 
wood it penetrates and hardens, forming a 
permanent, stable and non-porous layer which 
is an integral part of the wood. Paint primers 
are not required and final paint finishes can 
be applied directly to tl1e treated surface. 

Use it to protect and preserve your new 
boat and eliminate water absorbtion. 

South African distributors are: 
Cape Town 
Bull,~ ·liar & Mcintyre (Pty) Ltd., 114 Long Street. 
Sam cwman Ltd., 30 Burg Street. 
Wa\ld & Blackman (Pty) Ltd., 19 Loop treet. 
R llnick & Gordon (Pty) Ltd., Bermuda St, Paa rden E iland. 
Durban 
]. H. Vivian & Co Ltd., 3 Queen Street. 
East London 
McKechnie Bros (Pty) Ltd., 3-5 Gladstone Street. 
Johan11esburg 
Bailey ." t. vis T ransvaal (Pry) Ltd., 801 Pritcha rd House. 
Port Elizabeth 
Anderson Hardware (Pty) Ltd., Bridge Street. 
I. Kerbel & Co (Pry) Ltd., 9 Adderley treet. 

BAILEY JERVIS CO. (PTY.) LTD. 
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more CLUB NOT ES 
(Continued from page 83) 

Mike had lent Robert the plans of the junk and the 
model, made of balsa, oak and marine ply, is exactly to 
cale, with all detail such as deck winches included. Robert 

had been working on it, one or two nights a week , for 
half a year. 

For 17 years making models of yachts has been his 
hobby and he has won several prizes since 1954. He hopes 
to send an entry to the Wo~ld Hobbies Fair in London 
next year. 

He i working on an idea for a mechanism to sai l a 5-ft. 
chooner which he plans to build next year, across the 

Atlantic ' from Cape Town to America. The mechanism 
has to be able to keep the yacht on her cou ;se regardle 
of wind changes. weather and current. 

The yacht will have a fibreglass hull. fibreglass mast , 
nylon rigging and Terylene sails. It will take him six 
months to bu ild and he will start early in the new year. 

Jn 1959 he managed to sail a 15-in. chooner across the 
25 miles of False Bay. 

BELOW : Robert Abraham t aking notes on t he deck of the junk 
Ying Hong, for the build ing of the model. 
BOTIOM: The completed model. 
STOP PRESS : The Ying Hong has now arrived in Cape Town . 

(Continued from page 81 ) 
the Associat ion hopes to issue a booklet containing use­
ful articles on building, paints and painting, the name of 
approved sailmakers and suppliers of materials and hint 
on handling, sailing and tunin~ G.P.s. This b_ooklet h3:s 
been compiled with the emphasis on outh African condi­
tions, and will be issued at a small charge to bona fu:J.e 
builders who become members of the Association. lt 1s 
expected that in the near future kits will also be avail­
able. These kits will be from the Bell Woodworking Co., 
Leicester, the home of the G.P., and are of a very high 
sta ndard. 

WINGER ASSOCIATION- Hon . Sec.: K. H . Leigh, P.O. 
Box 860, East London. 

rH E SEASON PROGRESSES apace and 
the news from East London is that 
after a great deal of jockeying for 
po ition, Allan Wilson' Williwaw 
i showing the other Winger the 
way home although he by no means 
has it all his own way. 

Williwaw has been plagued with 
troubles for some time. Allan is a 

wily bird at the best of times and with his new main ail 
he now has the edge on his competitors. Well done. 

Jt i the imilarity in performance that gives so much 
interest and fun to the Ea t London Winger fleet. Jt is 
impossible to forecast the results of a race and a "follow­
my-leader" race is rare indeed. 

The ,Border Sailing Association regatta at Bongola, 
Queenstown in September saw a nother desperate struggle in 
the Winger Class. Bill Prince's Westwind (E.L.Y.C.) finally 
emerged a deserving winner , followed by Bunny Curran' 
Win ger (E.L.Y.C.) and John Meacham in Whippet 
(Q.P. Y.C.). Q . Perry in Wigwag trounced all classes in the 
handicap event and emerged winner of the open race. 
Congratulations , chaps! :: 

The National 
(Continued from page 65) 

Dewey, and Erica Beele sailing Blitz, both of whom were 
singlehanded. For most races they were in close company 
and eventually it was only a second place against a fourth 
in the last race that gave the edge to Erica. 

There was an entry of six yacht in the Royal Cape 
Yacht Club One-Design Class, this Regatta being the first 
at which deep-sea keel boats have competed .Only one 
tune-up race was held , won by Cliff Leih sailing Zeeslang. 

Zeeslang held a clear advantage for the first two races 
of the championships, with excellent spinnaker work, bl!t 
in the third race was challenged by Ken Warr in his 
newly-acquired Schatzi, who was leading until he went 
fo ~ the wrong mark , allowing Zees/ang to slip through. 

In the last race, however, Schatzi made no mistakes 
and had a good first. Both Zeeslang and Schatzi were well 
ahead of the other competitors. 

The Regatta was, on the whole, a great success, sai_Iin.g 
was magnificent, with the element of luck largely elimi ­
nated th ~ough steady, fair winds of about I O to 15 miles 
an hour. 

Race organisation, however, left something to be de­
sired. Starting and finishing lines on the outside course 
were often not square to the wind and caused bunching. 
On several occasions bloomers were made by judges and 
ended in protests against the "bridge'', which does not 
make for happy sai ling conditions. The sirens used for 
recall and general control purposes were inadequate and 
could not be heard on the water. 

(Continued on page 86) 
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NORS EM AN ~ 
~ORSfMA~ 

!UC O f M ()(HAllC, 

SWAGELESS TER MI NALS FOR WIRE ROPES 
* Ap proved by Lloyds 
*Can be fitted in mi nutes, 

asho re or afloat 
* No special tools re qu i red 
* Available in marine plated 

mild and stainless steels 
EYE FORK STUD 

Suitable for all types of 

w ire ropes 

ALBION MACHINERY CO (PTY.) 
LTD. 

Alliance Bu ildin g, 
P.O. Box 10757 

Johannesburg 
Phone 34-2615 

AQUA MAC BOATS 

OUR DISPLAY AT THE 

JO H A NESBURG BOAT SHOW 

Left: R unabout 

H IGHLAND M1 T 

Right: Sporting dinghy 
HusKY 10 ft 6 in ; 

I 50 lbs. 
14 ft 6 m by 6 ft Ideal for car-ton use 

Mc DOUGALL BROS 
5 Adolphus Street 
P.O. Box 309 

Roodepoort 
T elephone 763-1358 
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