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"W ~hall have to promote a one-de ign keel boat cla 
for the Club" . . . " l think you are dead right, let ' 
give it a go!" The e words were exchanged between 

a chairman of the Sailing Committee and hi ecretary, 
at the Royal Cape Yacht Club, 4t year ago. But ea ier 
-,aid than done! Much work and thought , and a following 

ailing Committee produced a handy little de ign b) Loren 
of \\eden, but lack of re pon e brought no result. 

\!lore time pa sed and Brian Lello drew and published 
hi~ '.!5 ft. 0111heas1er which aroused interest, but was probably 
a little premature ince the co nservative Royal Cape yachtsmen 
knew and appreciated the ea kindlines and beauty of a well 
de,igned and conventional round-bilged yacht with a pretty 
heer. able to fulfi l the dual necessity of keen racing as well 

as their important a pect of a t least moderate coastal crui ing . 
The growing list of ucces e , ometime out tanding, of the 

'.!9 ft. 6 in . Zeeslang wa in the meantime attracting much 
attention. and this- coupled with the accelerating exodu., 
of ome of our larger cru ising yacht - prompted the pre ent 
committee to rcfocu it attention on the nO\\ overlooked 

0111heas1er. 
From pa t experience, however, the 25 ft. yacht wa a 

little <,mall for all that wa required of it, especially in our 
\Ometime boi,terou conditions, and con ideration was then 
gi,en to Zee1/a11g \\hich had then ju t fini hed the imonsto\rn 
to \1o<. el Bay Ocean Race and done a commendable and 
fast trip ba k to her home port . 

Initial o ling howed that she might be reproduced, 1f 
pon ored by the Club and given assistance, for approximately 

i I.OOO. a remarkably low price! A yndicate was formed to 
finance the project and Mr. C. Bruynzeel. the original owner 
of Z eeslanf!, soon produced a brand new et of plan from 
the de igner, E. B. van der Stadt, of the late t modifi ation 
of the yacht ''hich wa the internationally kno,,n Black oo 
\\hich has al o performed wi th di tinetion over ea during 
recent easons . 

Mike Kuttel was commi sioned to build the boat at the 
Royal Cape Ya ht Club a nd in no time was transforming 
heet of pl)'\\OOd and lengths of timber into a hand ome 

and e'\tremely well-built hull. 
rigid specificatio n is being ad hered to, as laid down by 

the de. igner, and the building process i being closely super-
•i ed by the meticulou Mr. . D. Ro who is acting a 
"Clerk of Work ... The ail plan include a mainsail. genoa­
jib, \\.Orking jib, torm jib and pinnaker, all of Terylene 
which are being made by a prominent Engli h firm of ail­
makers . 

aturally much interest is being displayed in the proje t, 
'>O much o that the ale of this boat hould soon be concluded . 
It i anticipa ted that a following hull will be commenced 
immediately after the fini hing of this. the first boat. Co ting 
to date are closely following the desired cour e thank to the 
influence of ome club members. evertheless an owner­
builder hould produce hi own boat well within the £1,000 
mark . 

It i al o felt that any boatyard hould be able to deJi,er 
one of these yachts a t an attractive price, and particularly 
if a would-be owner i prepared to undertake his own finishing, 
uch as painting and rigging . 

Plans are availa ble from the Royal Cape acht Club for 
the co t of prin ting and the de igner expects only the very 
moderate royalty of R20, for which the Club i re ponsible 
for collecti on. The pattern for the cast iron keel is the propen; 
of the R.C. .C. who will make a charge of R20 per ea ting 
to help off et it cost. 

Jt is the intention of the building committee to formulate 
a rigid et of re trictions to control the clas , \\hi h should 
enable people of modest means to compete favourably in 
racing, a most important aspect. At an opportune time, it i 
in tended that a Class Owners' ociation will be formed . 
\\ hich hould then completely take over the governing of 
the la s . 

People requmng more information arc invited to write 
to the ecretary, Royal Cape Yacht Club, P.O . Box 77'.! . 
Cape Tov.n, \\hO \viii be able to give detail including late. t 
a na l) e o f CO'>tS. JERROLD LAMO 
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